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A proposed pilot program would place body cameras on all 311 of
the Alexandria Police Department’s officers.

City considers
body cameras
Pilot for police would
roll out in spring 2023
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Police body cameras have
long been a wish list item
for Alexandrians, and a proposal from City Manager Jim
Parajon in this year’s budget
could finally make that wish
come true.
Introduced as part of
the fiscal year 2023 operating budget, the $2.2 million
pilot program, introduced
by Parajon at City Council’s
request, would put body cameras on the Alexandria Police
Department’s 311 officers. If

approved by council as part of
the budget on May 4, planning
for the program would take
place throughout the remainder of 2022 with the actual
rollout of cameras starting in
spring 2023, Parajon said.
“I could see us deploying
the cameras initially with a
smaller group and testing it
and making sure that it functions well and we’re able to
redact the information we
need to, we’re able to work
out the processes in a defined
way. And then we’ll continue
to add cameras to that program to get up to the 311 for
the police department,” Para-

jon said. “… Everyone wants
to do this quickly, but we’ll do
it deliberately and make sure
that it’s done at the highest
quality level.”
The funding proposal
involves using $600,000 in federally earmarked dollars, with
the remaining $1.6 million
paid for using a mix of general
fund revenues and American
Rescue Plan Act funds. Parajon said the largest initial cost
will be the additional staffing
required in the police department, as well as the commonwealth’s attorney’s office,
city attorney’s office and in
information technology.
Parajon emphasized that
staffing and creating cross-departmental infrastructure to
meet the demands of the program are far bigger investments than the cameras
themselves. The footage captured by police officers will
be used by prosecutors in
the commonwealth’s attorney’s office and by City Attorney Joanna Anderson and her
staff, along with APD.
“It’s not just a police
department program – it is a
citywide program,” Parajon
said. “The body-worn cameras, in terms of staffing,
really do require a review of
evidence, a review of public information. That’s where
the commonwealth’s attorney and our city attorney’s
office come into play. They
need the capacity to be able to
do those responsibilities well.
They also need the technology
to be able to review that kind
of information.”
The current proposal calls
for nine new positions: two
additional sergeants in APD,
five new staff members for the
commonwealth’s attorney’s
SEE BODY CAMERAS
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Mulling budget
changes
First responders plea
for more funds
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

City Council is nearing
the end of budget season, and
with adoption of the budget
set for May 4, the community
weighed in on council’s add/
delete changes to the fiscal
year 2023 budget during Saturday’s public hearing.
Council has proposed
changes to City Manager
Jim Parajon’s $829.9 million
operating budget that range
from pay scale adjustments
for city employees to additional dedicated funding for
affordable housing and climate change initiatives.
One of the more notable changes includes a proposal to add six new staff
to the Alexandria Police
Department’s Field Operations Bureau, which oversees
patrol
operations,
including the city’s school
resource officers. The six
positions would be funded
using the $800,000 that was
deleted from the SRO contingency funding in the last
budget cycle. Previously, for
the FY2022 budget, council
reallocated funding for SROs
to mental health services,
which created a fierce debate
within
the
community.
According to council’s add/

delete document, the change
will put the decision of how
the funds are allocated in the
hands of APD, while leaving
policy decisions to council.
Other notable add/deletes
include the $495,000 addition of five speed cameras
in school crossing zones and
a $600,000 add for a bodyworn camera program that,
with additional funding
from ARPA and federal earmarked money, would bring
the program to $2.2 million.
There is a proposed $277,000
increase to the Alexandria
co-response team program,
which partners police officers and mental health specialists from the Department
of Community and Human
Services. The money would
fund an additional police
officer and DCHS therapist
duo, on top of the one already
proposed in the budget.
Other adds include a $2
million increase in dedicated
funding for climate change
initiatives, the expansion of
three DASH bus lines and the
hiring of another position in
the city’s burgeoning race
and social equity office.
The budget item that
received the most community input remained compensation for the city’s first
SEE BUDGET
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Favorite DMV
Summer Activities
As the weather warms up, our Alexandria real estate experts are excited to
share some of their favorite things to do this summer! We hope you enjoy their
recommendations and please don’t hesitate to get in touch should you need any
additional recommendations or real estate assistance.

Boat Tours

Pickleball
“A sport that combines elements of tennis,

“Enjoying the beautiful boat tours from Old Town
Alexandria down to National Harbor and The Wharf
is a fun way to admire the DC monuments and grab
a delicious bite to eat. We love living by the water!”

badminton and ping pong. Played both indoors
and outdoors on modified courts with paddles
and lightweight balls. One of the fastest growing
sports in the U.S. for all ages!”

— The Goodhart Group

— Homes of Alexandria Team

Day Trips
Exploring Alexandria
“I love heading out to the western shore of the Bay
for an adventure day. By car, it’s about an hour from
driveway to beach chair in North Beach or inner tube
at the Chesapeake Beach water park. I also like to head
down Calvert Cliffs State Park for some fossil hunting.
There are several roadside fruit and vegetable stands
to stop by on the way for fresh local produce. “

“Alexandria offers so many options for summer fun —
some of our favorites include strolling the Old Town
waterfront (with ice cream!), enjoying nature at
Huntley Meadows, and cooling off with some
refreshing beverages at The Garden in Del Ray!”
— The Rivkin Group

— Pia Taylor

Pia Taylor
pia.taylor@compass.com

TEAM OF

Homes of Alexandria Team
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com
The Rivkin Group
therivkingroup@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152

compass.com

The Goodhart Group
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com
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WEEKLY BRIEFING
Police investigate sudden death in Arlandria
On Wednesday morning,
Alexandria police reported
a sudden death in the 3900
block of Mount Vernon Avenue
in Arlandria, according to a
news release.
The victim, a 55-yearold male, was discovered in a
building along the block, Mar-

cel Bassett, public information officer for the Alexandria
Police Department, said in a
statement. Due to the investigation, police closed the block
of Mount Vernon from Executive Avenue to Russell Road
when the death was reported
at 6:45 a.m. and reopened the

street at 10 a.m.
No arrest has been made,
and APD does not suspect foul
play at the moment, Bassett
said. The cause of death will
be determined by the medical
examiner, according to a Tweet
from APD.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Resident receives environmental excellence award
Jack Sullivan received the
Ellen Pickering Environmental Excellence Award during
a ceremony on Sunday, recognizing his ongoing commitment to and advocacy
for preservation in the city,
according to a news release.
The Alexandria Environmental Policy Commission
and Alexandria Renew Enterprises presented the award to
Sullivan at Ben Brenman Park
during one of the city’s Earth
Day events.
A long-time Alexandria
resident and volunteer, Sulli-

van has spent decades working to improve the city’s
green spaces and waterways,
according to the release. Over
the years, he has served on
various commissions and
committees, including the
city’s first waterfront committee, now known as the
Waterfront Commission, and
the ad hoc combined sewer
system plan stakeholder
group.
One of his greatest contributions was his work on the
citizen advisory panel that
contributed to the 101-acre

transfer of Cameron Station
from the U.S. Army to the
city. With the panel’s help,
the city was able to retain 62
acres and make it into what
is now Ben Brenman Park.
Sullivan was also involved in
establishing Seminary Hill’s
Battery Heights open space
easement in the 1990s. The
effort resulted in the creation
of a permanent easement on
land that flows into Strawberry Run and is now held by
the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Local honored in Wikimedia photo competition
Alexandria resident Daniel Horowitz placed sixth in
the international photography
competition Wiki Loves Monuments.
Horowitz was one of 10
winners, who collectively represented 11 different countries. Overall, photographers
from 37 countries participated
in the 12th edition of the popular contest, with 4,914 uploaders submitting more than
172,000 entries. Out of all the
entries, the national winners
were selected and then subsequently brought to an international jury of experts.
“This jury assessed, considered and ranked the 339
national winning photos
based on our usual criteria: usefulness for Wikipedia,
technical quality and originality,” the news release reads.
Horowitz’ photo depicts

PHOTO/DANIEL HOROWITZ

Alexandria resident Daniel Horowitz placed sixth in the international
photography competition Wiki Loves Monuments.

New York’s Fort Crown Point,
a British fortress along the
western bank of Lake Champlain, built in 1759 to defend
against French forces and
partially destroyed by fire
in 1773.
The photo was taken
during a trip Horowitz and his
wife took in 2020, in which
they rented a secluded cabin
near Lake Champlain in

Vermont. According to the
release, Horowitz has been
drawn to old buildings, ruins
and abandoned places since
his childhood.
All photographers donated
their images to Wikimedia
Commons, the free repository
that holds most of the images
on Wikipedia, as part of the
competition.
-oanderson@alextimes.com
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mrs.

Adria
Attidorerdrd
33

If I could give you one thing, it would be the
ability to see yourself through my eyes.

•

With each year, I’ll love you more.
Remember that your best years are still
ahead of you. I’ll be there for you at life’s
every up and down, and the in-between.
Today will always be a very special day for
us. I am proud of you. 18 years of knowing
you. 5th year of being married to you.
Happy 33rd Birthday MRS. Adria Attidore.
Love, your wife Jessica!

AT

follow us on

instagram
#alexandriatimes #alextimes
#alexandriava #alxva

alexandriatimes

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY
The Alexandria Times seeks a
talented, experienced writer
to work as a reporter/
photographer for our
award-winning
newspaper.
We are hyper-local
in our focus and
cover all aspects
of life in Alexandria,
with an emphasis
on investigative
reporting.
Applicants should
send a resume and clips to:
Publisher Denise Dunbar
ddunbar@alextimes.com
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BODY CAMERAS

My Honey
Honey is the sweetest! This affectionate girl
is not only cute but also clever. She can Sit
and Shake, and is ready to learn more.
A terrier mix, Honey is energetic and would
love an activity buddy. Fetch, anyone?

Meet Honey!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment
703-746-4774

THANK YOU

Diann Carlson
Realtor®, TTR Sotheby's
International Realty
dcarlson@ttrsir.com

"Everyone needs a Home."
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office, one new city attorney
and one network engineer.
There will also be annual
recurring charges for the program, Parajon said.
“That will be clearly over
$1.5 million per year. It could
be substantially higher than
that, but it’s something we’ve
planned for,” Parajon said. “…
It’s really going to take sustained funding in the future
to make sure it’s properly
maintained, properly utilized,
properly trained.”
Mayor Justin Wilson said
it is past time for Alexandria
to implement body cameras,
a technology that officers in
Washington, D.C., Arlington
and Fairfax County have been
wearing for years.
“This has rapidly become
an essential piece of equipment and we’re the only one
left who doesn’t have it, so
it’s time to get on board,”
Wilson said.
Police officers in D.C.
started wearing body cameras in 2015, while neighboring Arlington implemented its
body camera program in 2016,
followed by Fairfax County
in 2020.
Meanwhile, Alexandria
has lagged behind its regional
counterparts. Plans to fund a
pilot program in Alexandria
have been repeatedly delayed
over the past seven years. Most
recently, there was money in
the FY2021 budget to fund the
program, but it was eventually
removed as the city reevaluated its financial priorities
in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic’s economic impact.
Now, the city is once again
considering a body camera
pilot program, although it has
been rolled back in scope and
cost from previous plans. Former City Manager Mark Jinks’
proposal during the FY2021
budget cycle involved a $13
million program that would
have included outfitting every
police officer, fire marshal and
sheriff’s deputy with a camera.

By focusing on the police
department deployment,
Parajon said he believes the
current proposal is the best
way to meet council’s stated
goal of initiating a program
in FY2023 while doing so in a
deliberate way.
While his proposal aims
to prioritize police
officers “given their
responsibility out
in the field,” Parajon said there will
be opportunities in
the future for further
deployment
of body cameras in
other departments.

tically, the only officers that
are not going to want to have
body cameras are officers who
are not doing the right thing
either way.”
With police departments
across the country implementing similar programs,
Alexandria has had t he
opportunity
to
learn how body
cameras should be
implemented and
used
effectively
from those that
have already done
so. Parajon said
police departments
nationwide
have
JASON
learned to use footNORTH
Delayed
age of specific inciadvantages
dents as educational material
Although
Alexandria for recruits or as debrief matewould be late to the party, rial for officers.
those involved with the
“Being able to look at footcurrent proposal acknowl- age from [an incident], I think
edged there have been that could only be a benefit.
advantages to being one I think that’s a great option,
of the last jurisdictions in especially for new officers,”
the region to deploy body Vaccaro said.
cameras.
Alexandria has also
Lieutenant Jason North, skipped some of the growwho is spearheading the pro- ing pains associated with the
gram for APD, said that get- technology. The cameras still
ting near unanimous buy-in require officers to double click
from the city’s police force a button to start recording,
would not have been possible but the software and back-end
five to 10 years ago. In 2022, processes, such as redaction
the perception of body cam- and storage, have improved
eras among law enforcement considerably, according to
is dramatically different.
Parajon, who previously
“I’ve surveyed the major- worked in Arlington, Texas
ity of the sworn force at this as it was implementing a propoint, and it’s close to 100% of gram in 2017.
sworn officers that are in favor
Storage of video files is
of a body-worn camera pro- now largely done using cloudgram. That’s really refresh- based technology, as opposed
ing,” North said.
to physical servers. Redaction,
Michael Vaccaro, a board which involves the use of editmember for local police union ing software to blur faces and
IUPA Local 5, said most personal information in the
members of APD are “cau- videos, has also become easier
tiously optimistic” about – a welcome change for police
the program.
and prosecutors.
“It’s something that the
“You have to tell [the softwide majority of officers are ware] what to do, but it used
supportive of … because they to be that if there was someunderstand how much it can body’s face that needed to
help an officer, how much be blurred out, you had to
it will protect a good offi- go through every frame and
cer more so than anything
|6
else,” Vaccaro said. “Realis- SEE BODY CAMERAS
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The secret to $60,000
or more to buy, pay off,
or invest whatever way
you’d like ...
The 2021 average national
home value appreciation per
household was $56,700*.
*As reported by NAR - the National Association of Realtors

Curious about what
your home is worth?
Scan. Submit.
Get ready to sell!

Old Town Historic District | 400 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22740
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It’s something that the wide majority of officers are supportive
of … because they understand how much it can help an officer,
how much it will protect a good officer more so than anything else."
– Michael Vaccaro,
Alexandria Police Department, IUPA Local 5

FROM | 4

frame by frame blur out the
face,” Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan Porter said. “Now,
you can draw a box around the
face and it will just blur out the
face for the remainder of the
video, which is great.”

Cautious optimism

Family friendly!
Starting April 30
New Spring Menu & Hours
Sat. Brunch ALL Day + Full Dinner Menu 9am-10pm
Sun. Brunch ALL Day + Full Dinner Menu 9am-9pm
Mon-Wed. Brunch + Full Dinner Menu 4pm-9pm
Thurs-Fri. Brunch + Full Dinner Menu 4pm-10pm

Check out major menu enhancements at
www.kaizentavern.com
You’ll become a regular once you experience our menu!
1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray 703.836.1212 •www.kaizentavern.com

Many of those interviewed
for this story, including North,
said the body camera program is a rare win-win that
has found uncommon consensus among police, the community and politicians. However,
there are still lingering concerns that need ironing out in
the policy-writing phase.
The cameras allow supervisors to remotely access camera feeds from their office,
which Vaccaro said has created some concern among
APD’s rank and file.
“In a shooting or in a useof-force case, they’ll be able
to show exactly what an officer was able to see and what
happened,” Vaccaro said.
“The other side of it is, I don’t
want my supervisor looking
over my shoulder while I’m
talking to my wife in between
calls or while I’m going to
the bathroom.”
“I have no expectation that
this police department will
use these cameras for anything but a law enforcement
purpose,” North said. “Those
are reasonable questions.
They want to make sure that
we’re thinking about that,
and we will when we develop
our policy.”
Parajon and North both
said conversations about
whether the cameras would be
used by officers entering Alexandria’s schools are still ongoing. According to North, if the
proposal moves forward, APD
plans to be active in policy
conversations and already has
plans to create up to five steering committees to receive
input on various aspects of the
program. One would be the
special use and function com-

mittee, which would involve
the schools.
Porter said he believes the
body camera footage “is going
to make our cases stronger
and make our ability to prosecute cases better,” but that
the additional work required
of his office by the program
has put him “a little on edge.”
Body camera footage provides
new evidence that can be used
in criminal and misdemeanor
cases, evidence that Porter’s
team has to review frame
by frame.
Porter cited a case involving someone charged with
driving under the influence as
an example.
“There can very easily be
four or five different officers
involved in a DWI arrest. …
That would be four different
videos of one arrest that we
would have a duty to be alert
about what’s on the video,”
Porter said. “That’s a lot of
time, and I’ve obviously been
talking to my colleagues and
they’ve basically said, ‘However bad you think it’s going to
be from a time management
viewpoint, it’s going to be
worse than you expect.’”
Councilors emphasized
that adequate training for
officers is key to the program’s
success.
“I just wanted to make
sure that we have a robust
training program for the officers – how to turn them on,
how to turn them off, how to
understand – and that it is
an ongoing investment, that
officers have an opportunity
at the beginning, and then
repeatedly as necessary, to get
refreshers so that that training budget is built in as well,”
Councilor Sarah Bagley said at
the March 31 council budget
work session.

End goal

Accountability is the core
reason for body cameras. If
police officers follow procedures, the cameras should valSEE BODY CAMERAS
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TTR Sotheby’s International Realty Welcomes

Diann Carlson

There are many qualities and skills that go into being an excellent real estate professional - integrity, in-depth
community and market knowledge, marketing savvy, effective negotiation skills and a high-quality professional
network, all of which are hallmarks of how Diann Carlson works.
Diann Carlson is Committed to Giving Back with TTR Sotheby’s International Realty. TTR Sotheby’s International
Realty is the only residential real estate firm ranked in the Most Philanthropic Companies in the Washington Area by
The Washington Business Journal for seven consecutive years. Diann proudly supports the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria and encourages everyone to donate on Alexandria’s Annual “Spring to Action” Day.
Diann Carlson m +1 703.628.2440 | dcarlson@ttrsir.com
Alexandria Brokerage 400 S Washington Street, Alexandria, VA | o +1 703 610 3800 | ttrsir.com
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idate their actions. If they
don’t, the cameras present a chance to hold police
accountable for those erroneous actions.
In some cases, the technology has delivered what
many hoped it would. In
2020, Tyler Timberlake, a
white Fairfax County police
officer, was charged with
assault after body camera
footage showed him using
a stun gun on a Black man
who was calling for oxygen and being escorted to
an ambulance.
However, others have
criticized body cameras,
pointing to the limitations
of video footage and its failure to lead to convictions.
Cases like the killing of Samuel DuBose by University
of Cincinnati police officer
Ray Tensing and the North
Charleston, South Carolina
police shooting of Walter

Scott resulted in mistrials
and hung juries despite video
footage of the incidents.
Former Councilor Mo
Seifeldein, an attorney who
was an ardent supporter of
the city’s community police
review board and police
reform while on the dais,
said body cameras serve a
valuable purpose, but expectations must be tempered.
“I think it allows room
for justice to be served when
there is a ‘he said, she said’
situation, to protect everyone in that sense,” Seifeldein
said. “It will also make it easier for prosecutors to prosecute claims, and it actually
may make it easier for the
defense bar to defend claims
or actions. I think council needs to be very clear
about what the intent of this
program is, and the public should be informed that
this is not [going] to change
behavior drastically.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

BUDGET
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responders. Members of the
Alexandria Fire Department,
who have been urgently calling on the city to increase
their pay in order to mitigate
ongoing recruitment, retainment and staffing challenges,
turned out in large numbers to
testify before council.
Currently, the FY2023 budget contains a 6% pay increase
for firefighters, a 5% raise for
police, a 4% increase for general city employees and an
additional 0.5% citywide pay
scale adjustment.
According to members
of AFD and IAFF Local 2141,
the union representing firefighters in the city, a 10% pay
increase would be required to
make Alexandria’s fire department competitive with other
jurisdictions.
Mike Faber said that during
the past few years the department has struggled with
severe staffing shortages and

In a sense, the
city doesn’t just
employ me, it
owns me and my family
because my ability
to participate in my
home life is controlled
by my employer.”
– Mike Faber, firefighter,
Alexandria Fire Department

burnout, both direct results of
compensation that has lagged
behind that of neighboring
Arlington and Fairfax County,
among others. Arlington
announced on April 21 that
it intends to increase starting salaries for firefighters to
$60,000. According to Faber,
who is one of only five Alexandria firefighters who live in the
city, those who have worked in
AFD for six years do not earn
$60,000.
The lack of staff in Alexandria firehouses has taken
a toll on those who are currently working overtime, with

some saying they consistently
work 56-hour work weeks and
24-hour shifts.
“In a sense, the city doesn’t
just employ me, it owns me and
my family because my ability
to participate in my home life
is controlled by my employer,”
Faber said.
“As a firefighter/paramedic, I’ve been on calls where
I’ve tried in vain to resuscitate
a dead infant and then been
told two hours later that I have
to stay at work for another 24
hours,” Alexander Lee, a sixyear Alexandria firefighter
and paramedic, said.
Faber said the staffing
shortages present a danger
to the community when the
fire department is not able to
provide full levels of service.
According to Faber, a part of
AFD has been out of service
every day since Aug. 12, 2021.
“Right now, I know that
the neighborhood firehouse
SEE BUDGET
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We're more than just a local non-profit store! We’re a
global maker-to-market movement that addresses
economic injustice. Because every handcrafted object
has a life of meaning behind it.
We’re a way for you to shop with intention for
ethically-sourced handcrafted wares - and to share in
the joy of empowering makers in ten thousand villages.

915 King St, Alexandria • 703-684-1435

Celebrating 28 years on King Street!
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where I live, where my wife
and kids sleep, may not have
an [advanced life support] provider on the ambulance,” Faber
said. “It scares me knowing
that if they were to get into a
car crash, we would have to
wait for the Arlington or Fairfax rescue squad to get there
first to get them out of the car,
or, if something bad happens
to them at the house, the only
thing the staff on the ambulance could do for them is get
them to the hospital.”
Lee testified that the
department’s relatively low
compensation has proved
a challenge for recruitment and retainment of talent. Since graduating from
recruit school in 2016, Lee
said 25% of his graduating
class has left the department.
This year, Lee helped train the
most recent class of recruits,
work that he said was both
the highlight of his career but

also “bittersweet.”
“Members see other jurisdictions where their firefighters work less hours, make more
money, spend more time with
family and experience less
burnout, and ask, ‘Why should
I stay here?’ And, honestly, I
don’t have the answer,” Lee
said. “And pretty soon those
recruits will be asking me the
same thing, and that’s what
makes this bittersweet: I can’t
tell them why they should
stay. I don’t have an answer.
And there’s a part of me that
hates that because as one of
the people responsible for
training them, I can’t [help]
but feel like I’ve been a part
of the system that views them
as disposable.”
According to Josh Turner,
president of IAFF Local 2141,
in a recent survey of the fire
department, 76% of respondents said they had considered
leaving the department in the
last 24 months.
Firefighters were not the

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

Alexandria firefighters called on
City Council to increase compensation, expressing concern
over staffing shortages and the
resulting burnout among members of the fired department.

only community members
present to share their thoughts
on the FY23 budget. Several
residents of Chirilagua and
the West End, as well as members of Tenants and Workers
United, were on hand to advocate for additional affordable
housing investments.
There are two coun-

cil-sponsored adds that would
allow the city to invest more
in affordable housing. One
addition would increase the
revenue dedicated to affordable housing to a full penny
per $100 valuation of sales
tax, which would come to $4.6
million in dedicated funding. Councilors Kirk McPike
and Alyia Gaskins also proposed using American Rescue Plan Act dollars to create
a dedicated affordable housing
fund that would help increase
the level of affordability
for residents.
Wilfredo Diaz, who has
lived in the West End for seven
years, commended City Council for the affordable housing resources proposed in
the budget.
“For the first time I feel
that the mayor and City Council are actually working to
improve the lives of those living in the city,” Diaz said. “We
hope you all can support the
current budget housing pro-

posals, that we allow the city
to invest in more affordable
housing, such as families like
myself who earn very little.”
Ingris Moran, lead organizer for TWU, emphasized
the need for deeply affordable
housing. Contrary to other
public speakers, Moran argued
that the city spends too much
on its police department and
urged council to reconsider
its use of $800,000 to fund six
police positions.
“The police department
needs to redistribute their
current money to ensure they
cover their needs,” Moran
said. “We need more funding for basic services like food
pantries, eviction prevention
services, rental assistance,
mental health and other
immediate services.”
Council’s final add/delete
discussion is slated for May 2 at
7 p.m., ahead of the scheduled
final adoption of the budget
and tax rate on May 4 at 7 p.m.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

DANNY SMITH, Realtor®-Old Town is my Home
Your CAN DO Realtor®
• Preparation of your home for sale.
• "White Glove" services.
• Flexible financing options.
• Engineering & construction background.
• Decades of service & leadership on
•

city commissions.
Financial support for stewardship of our
historic resources.

Another George Washington's
Alexandria Walking Tour to be offered
soon. Call or email me for details.
Spring2ACTion is a great way to give
back. It's not too late to contribute!

"Danny, on behalf of
my family and me,
thank you so much for
all of your help! We
really appreciate it and
couldn't have done it
without you!"
Michael T.

Danny Smith, PhD, PE
dsmith@ttrsir.com
703-505-7845
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The goal is that we’re bringing
in different perspectives around a
table to have conversations specifically
around, ‘What do we think is best in
regard to resources and safety and
security within each of our schools?’”
– Gregory Hutchings,
superintendent, Alexandria City Public Schools

Bee-Friendly Mosquito & Tick Control
Seasonal Discounts available!

703.739.2847 • www.highlandecopest.com

April 30

The U.S. is experiencing an
opioid epidemic and Alexandria
is far from immune. The best
way to fight this epidemic
is to dispose of unused or
expired prescription and
over-the-counter medication.
Individuals can drop off
medication at these designated
locations on April 30 or
year-round at a permanent
drop box location. Never flush
medication down the toilet or
place down the sink! Unsafe
disposal of drugs can harm the
environment. Everyone should
stay up to date with COVID-19
vaccines and get tested if they
have symptoms. Individuals may
choose to wear a mask at any
time. Specific settings, such as
health care and congregate
facilities, may require masks.
To learn more about
the importance of safe
medication disposal, visit
alexandriava.gov/Opioids.

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

School Board forms school law
enforcement advisory group
Members debate whether
advisory meetings
should be public
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

T he Alexandria School
Board voted on April 21 to
form a school law enforcement
partnership advisory group
to make recommendations
on the future of the school
resource officer program.
Composed of Alexandria
City Public Schools students
and administrators, the Alexandria Police Department and
community members, SLEP
will evaluate the partnership
between ACPS and APD in
regard to the SRO program.
The group will then deliver
a report to the School Board
in December.
“We wanted to ensure
that we had Alexandria Police
Department representation,
people who have safety and
security backgrounds, people who have criminal justice
backgrounds, people who have
social justice backgrounds,
as well as anyone who deals
with or has any type of interest or passion in regards to
Black males as well as females
in education,” Superintendent Dr. Gregory Hutchings,
Ed.D., said. “Those different
areas of expertise will help
us to grapple with a lot of
these questions.”
The approved proposal
includes additions to an earlier
iteration introduced on March
10 that would have required
SLEP to report directly to the
board but failed in a 4-4-1
vote. Instead, SLEP will report
to the superintendent. Some
changes include the addition
of a formal mission statement;
four new members, making up
16 members in total; an added
representative with a focus on
Black male achievement and
various updates on the repre-

sentative selection process.
SLEP consists of a core
advisory group and a participator y subcommittee
group, forming a multi-tiered
approach to decision making.
The core group will participate
in both core SLEP advisory
meetings and subcommittee meetings and will vote on
whether or not a recommendation should move forward to
the superintendent.
The subcommittee group
will participate in the subcommittee meetings, but not
the core advisory group meetings. Members can vote on
whether or not a recommendation should move forward
from a subcommittee to the
core group.
While both the core group
and the subcommittee group
will consist of students, parents, community members
and staff members, only the
core group will include law
enforcement officials.
T he decision follows
City Council’s reallocation
of $800,000 from the SRO
program to mental health
resources in May 2021, despite
the School Board’s 6-3 prior
vote to keep the program in
place. Last fall, several violent
incidents occurred on ACPS
school grounds, including
the arrest of a student with a
gun at Alexandria City High
School and an alleged sexual
assault on the Minnie Howard
campus, both in October 2021.
After the incidents last
fall, council, reversed the initial decision in a 4-3 vote and
temporarily reinstated the
SRO program through June
30, 2022. The temporary reinstatement of the SRO program
was subsequently extended
through June 30, 2023 to
allow ample time for the
School Board and City Council to reconsider how public

safety will be implemented
within ACPS.
Part of SLEP’s role will be
determining what it considers the most appropriate SRO
model, which Hutchings said
involves the different committees grappling with the issue
both individually and together
before bringing a final recommendation to the board.
“The goal is that we’re
bringing in different perspectives around a table to have
conversations
specifically
around, ‘What do we think
is best in regard to resources
and safety and security within
each of our schools?’ So I think
it would behoove us to make
sure that these are the types
of questions that our subcommittees and advisory committee will grapple with, and
then they’ll be able to share
with us some recommendations that come out of that,”
Hutchings said.
School Board Chair Meagan Alderton noted that one
of the heavy lifts of the group
will be to combine existing
policy with future aspirations.
“One of the things we’re
going to have to consider is
that there may be some APD
policies that would need to
be adjusted in order for us to
meet where we want to meet,”
Alderton said. “ … Things that
can seem relatively easy …
may [have] policy around that
that we need to be aware of.”
The issue of transparency
was a major point of discussion among School Board
members during the meeting. Board member Kelly Carmichael Booz requested that
SLEP provide the board with
regular updates in advance of
the official December recommendation.
While staff said this was
SEE SCHOOL BOARD
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possible, Hutchings emphasized that the point of the
group is to reach a consensus
without the board’s influence,
so the updates would have to
come from a designated SLEP
external facilitator, who has
not yet been selected.
“I would love to have some
regular check-ins with the
facilitator, just in terms of how
the process is going, whether
that’s a board brief or presentations at future board meetings,” Booz said. “I completely
understand that that should
be coming from the facilitator, but given how invested
our community is in the safety
and security of our students …
I think those regular updates
would be helpful.”
Booz also expressed support for making the SLEP
meetings public to keep community members informed
of the process, which centers
around a topic that has proven

APRIL 28, 2022 | 11

to be controversial over the
past couple of years.
“We also are in the business of transparency and making sure that we have access to
the information that’s being
provided,” Booz said. “ … I can
understand the challenges of
some actors maybe not taking
that information or going in a
different direction with it, but
I think the vast majority of our
citizens here in Alexandria are
respectful and concerned and
I think this is a topic that people are on very different sides
of the aisle.”
But Hutchings said that
the goal with SLEP is to
ensure that members engage
in authentic conversations,
which could be compromised
by the presence of a camera or
voice recording.
Alderton added that the
board will need to work with
the facilitator to strike the
right balance between which
meetings should be public
and which should be private.

Alderton said she did not like
the idea of recording SLEP
meetings, but supported the
idea that meetings discussing
certain previously approved
topics should be open to
the public.
“Remember, this is a
school and law enforcement
partnership,” Alderton said.
“There are things that we may
not want to have discussed
[publicly] because they could
impact our safety position.
But certain topics that are a
little more nuanced, people
just might want to sit and listen to the conversation, and
we should probably just have
the doors open for those, so
we need to decide what those
are,” Alderton said.
Board member Michelle
Rief expressed concern regarding the one-week turnaround
time for the group representative applications but acknowledged the desire to get the ball
rolling on the advisory group.
Once the SLEP members

The vast majority of our
citizens here in Alexandria
are respectful and concerned and I
think this is a topic that people are on
very different sides of the aisle.”
– Kelly Carmichael Booz,
School Board member, Alexandria City Public Schools

are selected, Rief suggested
releasing information to the
public regarding the total
number of applicants and how
the group was selected based
on the applicants’ experience.
“Any kind of information
we can share with the community around that will just
really help with the transparency process,” Rief said.
ACPS staff is working with
its communications team and
its family and community
engagement team on the outreach portion of the application process. Applicants are
encouraged to speak to their
area of expertise, which staff

said will be the major driving
factor in who is selected.
Those interested in a position may apply for a core
advisory member spot or a
participatory subcommittee
member position. Applications are open now and will
run through May 2.
“In our role we absolutely
can and should request some
check-in points along the
way,” Alderton said. “ … As
we go through this process,
things come up, we ask the
questions, make any necessary adjustments and I think
we can make this work.”
-oanderson@alextimes.com
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The board consists of parents who obviously care very
much about the safety of their own children, teachers and
staff who have dedicated their lives to students, and if we
really believed there were any significant safety concerns after
working with the city staff, we wouldn’t be moving forward."
– Josh Hartman,
board chair, Potomac Crescent Waldorf School

Council approves
private school
Traffic and safety
remain concerns for
residents
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Balance. Harmony. Beauty.
Are our ultimate pursuits.
Whether you're considering an
outdoor oasis, food lover's kitchen,
or owner's suite. Because during these
times, home is more important than ever.

The CaseStudy‰
Since our first renovation over 60 years ago
we've been a team of visionaries. Our unique
approach to the remodeling process is tried
and true. It's so effective that we had to give it a
name: The CaseStudy‰. We guide you through
every step, using 3D renderings to bring new
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work,
we'll maintain strict attention to time and budget.
Don't forget our 5-year warranty. Because you
are our highest priority.
Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy,
and respectful worksite and experience.

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

A new private elementary school will be coming to
North Washington Street in
Old Town after City Council
approved a special use permit
for the project during Saturday’s public hearing.
The Potomac Crescent
Waldorf School will move
from its temporary location
at 212 S. Washington St. to
424 N. Washington St. The
school’s new site will provide
space for its 55 kindergarten
through fifth grade students,
as well as a day care center.
The plan includes designs for
a playground in the back of the
building, which will replace
what is currently a private
parking lot.
Since receiving Planning
Commission approval on April
7, the project has been criticized by nearby residents, primarily the school’s pick-up
and drop-off plan.
According to Anne Horowitz, principal planner with the
Department of Planning and
Zoning, five spaces in a loading zone on the west side of
North Washington Street in
front of the site would become
the pick-up and drop-off location for the school. Parents or
caregivers would have designated times when they would
pick up or drop off their children and school staff would
escort children to and from
school. Staff will advise children to leave their vehicles
from the sidewalk-facing side.
If a parent or caregiver
misses their time slot, they
would go to the Colonial Parking Garage a few blocks north
of the school on Wythe Street,
where there are three designated parking spaces. Parents

and caregivers would then
walk their children from the
garage to the school. Any parent or caregiver arriving later
than 3:15 p.m., the end of the
drop-off period, would also
park at the garage.
Neighbors claimed the
plan presents a safety hazard
for students who will be picked
up and dropped off along a
busy street.
“If you’ve been down
Washington [Street], regardless of the posted speed limit,
the speeds frequently during
the day are between 30 and 40
miles per hour,” Rob Bloom,
who lives in a neighboring
house at 419 N. Columbus St.,
said. “When the light turns
yellow, it is not a reflection
of being cautious about going
through the light. It means
go through the light before it
turns red.”
According to city staff,
since 2018 there have been
about 20 crashes at the intersection of North Washington and Oronoco streets near
the school site. Seven crashes
involved injuries, and the only
crash involving a pedestrian
resulted in serious injuries.
“Safety is our primary concern. The board consists of
parents who obviously care
very much about the safety
of their own children, teachers and staff who have dedicated their lives to students,
and if we really believed there
were any significant safety
concerns after working with
the city staff, we wouldn’t be
moving forward,” Josh Hartman, board chair for Potomac
Crescent Waldorf School and a
parent of two children at the
school, said.
Paul Nary, director of
administration for Potomac
Crescent
Waldorf
SEE PRIVATE SCHOOL
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Potomac Crescent Waldorf
School will be moving to the site
at 424 N. Washington St.
PRIVATE SCHOOL
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School, noted that a similar plan is already in effect
at the school’s current South
Washington Street location.
Pick-up and drop-off occur
on Prince Street, and there is
a time period where children
are gathered on the sidewalk

before being escorted into the
school at 8 a.m.
“We will be escorting children immediately into the
building at [North Washington
Street], which differentiates
that implementation from the
current plan on Prince Street,
and we will be escorting them
directly to their awaiting cars
at pick up time,” Nary said.
There is also a day care
facility at 618 N. Washington
St. that has two loading zones
directly on North Washington Street where students are
picked up and dropped off.
Other residents questioned
how the pick-up and dropoff plan would impact traffic at the intersection and the
immediate area.
“The issue is it’s 25 seconds per drop-off, 25 cars per
10-minute slot, and they’re
saying that five [cars] are going
to roll up, they’re going to exit
21 seconds at a time and then
the next five will roll up,” Jim
Bethard, who lives on the adja-

cent corner of North Washington and Oronoco streets, said.
“… It’s going to be a disaster.
It’s just a matter of time before
somebody’s going to get hurt.”
Hartman clarified that
pick-up and drop-off will be
staggered by class and by program in order to avoid putting
additional pressure on area
traffic. In addition, Hartman
said that 42% of households
at the school are multi-child
households and that about 6%
of students walk to school.
“The idea that there will
be 150 cars all arriving at
the same time and there will
only be 21 seconds for each
car is not accurate math,”
Hartman said.
According to Horowitz, the
SUP for the project requires
that the pick-up and drop-off
plan be re-evaluated by city
staff if there are issues with
congestion or safety.
In his comments on the
dais, Mayor Justin Wilson
expressed concern with the

pick-up and drop-off plan
while acknowledging the project’s value as a provider of
early childhood services.
“It’s tricky. It’s going to
be a challenge, and I think to
the applicant … you guys are
going to need to make sure
that everyone’s in full compliance and follows the conditions to the letter, and that’s
going to require a high degree
of cooperation from parents
to make that happen,” Wilson
said. “That’s going to be key,
both for safety as well as to
ensure this is a success.”
Vice Mayor Amy Jackson criticized the plan as
“haphazard” and questioned
its effectiveness.
“Are the kids ready to get
out the door as soon as you
pull up? No, they’re still telling you about breakfast. They
don’t have their backpacks
on,” Jackson said. “If you have
two or three in a car, it takes a
lot longer than 21 seconds, and
they’re all climbing over each

other to get out that one door.”
Councilor Sarah Bagley
shared Jackson’s concerns
about safety but argued that
the project also fills needs
that are specific to this area of
Old Town.
“As we step a layer up from
the particularities here, I see
[the project] responding to
resident feedback that I hear
all the time about adequate
childcare opportunities, about
schools, about green spaces in
this part of Old Town particularly,” Bagley said.
Councilor Canek Aguirre
made a motion, which was
seconded by Councilor John
Chapman, to approve the SUP.
Councilor Alyia Gaskins made
an amendment to the motion
that would require a review of
the school and its pick-up and
drop-off plan after six months,
in addition to the previously
required one-year review.
Council approved the SUP
unanimously, 7-0.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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UnionSquare
The art of imagination
Union Square is a master stroke of creativity. A unique adaptive reuse space located in Historic Old Town. With a decidedly French
influence, this stunning venue showcases a selection of original paintings, prints and surrealistic fashion images by internationally
recognized photographer, Rodney Smith.
Union Square offers guests a remarkably elegant space for the ultimate entertaining experience.
Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique venues and on Wedding Wire.
204 South Royal St. | 571-263-9805 | bird22314@gmail.com

Thanks for supporting Spring2ACTion!

V

BEVERLY

SUKI

BAYA

ANA RIVAS-BECK &
MELISSA SCHULTZ

AMBASSADOR’S CLUB

#1 SALES VOLUME IN
THE CAPITAL REGION

CHRISTINE GARNER

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD CLUB

DAVE & DEBBIE INGRAM

LISA MCCASKILL

FRAN SLADE

PRESIDENT’S
CLUB

Weichert Alexandria Old Town
Capital Region Awards Winners
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GRETCHEN
WILKINSON

SUSAN & FRED
SMITH

Jason Piccolo
Gina Baca
Michael Seith &
Mary Hurlbut

DAWN GURGANUS
& HUNTER LANG

ROSEMARY
GRAHAM

JONI & GREG
KOONS

BARBARA
ROSEN

SHARI
CARROLL

LEAH
HEATH

RISING STAR
AWARD

Marilze Demarchi
Ace Werner
Elizabeth Currier
Cheryl Crate
Brett Hewitt

Maria Wootton
Michael Cole
Mary Smith
Elena Mattie
Michael Downie

MILLION DOLLAR CLUB

JENNIFER
COLLINS

EXECUTIVE CLUB

JEREMY
STEWART

PARAMOUNT CLUB

TONY
SAA

FRANTZ

121 N. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | Office: 703.549.8700 | alexandria.weichert.com

Karen Kearns
Karen Wooten
Dianne Misleh
Matt Richards

DIRECTOR’S CLUB

WALLDELL
EPPS

RICHARD LANE
& SCOTT ELKINS

WOODWARD

CHRIS
ROSS

LESLIE
RODRIGUEZ

TATUM
WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES
JAMES W. CAMDEN (74), formerly of Alexandria,
April 14, 2022
STEVEN HELFERD (67), of Alexandria, April 5, 2022
DORIS LINDSEY (82), of Alexandria, April 9, 2022
CALEB J. LONSFORD (29), formerly of Alexandria,
April 14, 2022
CHARLENE F. SHIFFLETT (87), formerly of Alexandria,
April 23, 2022

Solutions from last week

BONNIE S. WINE (62), of Alexandria, April 20, 2022

PUTTING MONEY DOWN by Hanh Huynh, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1
Old Greek marketplace
6
Sporty Mazdas
12 Things moved upon graduation
19 Like a goat's hoof
20 Give in
21 Get comfortable with
22 Voting rights activist Stacey
23 Budget car
24 Cord for an ID card
25 With parts of 2-Down and
46-Across, odorless home
hazard
26 More bleached
28 With parts of 14-Down and
54-Across, Star Wars or James
Bond
30 Ambient musician Brian
31 High schooler, usually
32 Arguing
34 Malek of "Bohemian
Rhapsody"
38 Meetup with a match
from an app
42 Assist
44 Fake name
46 Palindromic stories
47 Seattle rock genre
49 Bill Withers hit with the words
"When you're not strong"
51 CPR expert
52 Bit of fluid for a canal?

54
55
57
59
60
64
65
67
69
71
76
78
80
81
83
85
86
89
92
93
95
96
99
100
102
104
105
107
108

Noted Apache leader
Boats like Noah's
From Japan's third-largest city
Inlets that anagram to "sari"
Clear a path
With parts of 48-Down and
83-Across, falls off a surfboard
Plunders
Quarantines
Vietnamese New Year
It's pressed once or twice
Broadcast again
___ Lanka
Elemental variant
Papa's partner, perhaps
Bean ___ (stir-fry veggie)
Set with a sharp image
Figure in a will
Portuguese dessert wine
With parts of 73-Down and
102-Across, hot pepper
"You can't be serious!"
Steamy rooms
NBA legend Shaquille
"I love you," in Peru
Aptly named runner Usain
Woman from France's capital
With parts of 61-Down and
125-Across, Islamic code
Tidy
Biblical garden
www.cdc.___

109
112
115
116
120
122
125
126
127
128
129
130

Needs nothing more
French tower name
Speak with crossed fingers
Sicilian cooking wine
One who may have a class
just for kicks?
Weasel with a winter coat
Crane game part in "Toy Story"
Obtained
Breezes along
Cruel ones
Waiting like a caller
Computer pros

DOWN
1
Neighbor of Greece
2
"Wall Street" character who
thought greed was good
3
Eggs
4
Sleep stage initials
5
Respond
6
Tomato-based pasta sauce
7
"SVU" actor
8
Adolescent skin concern
9
Aquarium fish
10 Tooth care org.
11 Only you can take one
12 Like a giraffe
13 Actor Driver
14 California birthplace of the
United Nations
15 Double agent, e.g.
16 JFK landing stat

17
18
19
27
29
31
33
35
36
37
39
40
41
43
45
48
50
53
55
56
58
61
62
63
66
68
70
72

Paper size (Abbr.)
Nursery grass
^ marks
Word before "fund" or "maze"
"___ be all right"
Exam
Official permission
"Welcome to Maui!"
Short skirts
Alpo competitor
Young woman, in old literature
Legal thriller writer Scott
whose surname rhymes with
"Thoreau"
Breaks up
Muscle above an ab
"Understand?"
Purple fizzy drink
Main arteries
Friend
French 53-Down
Dorm monitors, for short
Dissenting votes
Monuments honoring soldiers
Order to relax
Assenting vote
Maker of Aurora Berry-alis
nail polish
Possible sib for a bro
Align
Gas found in "more
than enough"

73 Bowler's movement to "steer"
the ball, say
74 Appropriate
75 Show off before a drag race
77 Spinning speed stat
79 Rocker Turner's memoir
81 Book after Jonah
82 Nice smell
84 Certain Jamaican believer
86 Sombrero or beret
87 Fleecy females
88 Bawl
90 Exciting discovery
91 Onstage whisper
92 Parking meter insert
94 Zero
97 Blesses with oil
98 Banks' safety features?
101 "Time to head out!"
103 Choose
106 Six minutes, for an hour
110 Narrow strip of wood
111 Tools that might buzz
113 Analogy words
114 Sense instinctively
116 Fuji and Kilimanjaro (Abbr.)
117 "Eureka!"
118 Tomato's color
119 ___-fi
121 Long time
123 Caviar source
124 Computer choice
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Millions of people around the country have received FDA-approved Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccines.

A guide to current COVID-19 safety

The latest information
on vaccines, masking
and treatment
BY DR. VIVEK SINHA

Two years and five months
ago in December 2019 was
when the world started hearing news reports of COVID19. A lot has happened since
then. We have learned from
experience and new information continues to emerge on
a seemingly daily basis. Vaccines, masks and medications

for treatment – all this information can be overwhelming
and, occasionally, seemingly
contradictory. Let’s see if we
can unpack and highlight some
of the more important topics.

Vaccines

Currently we have three
vaccines that have either Federal Drug Administration
approval or Emergency Use
Authorization for use against
COVID-19. The vaccine schedules and booster recommen-

dations for each of the three
vaccines currently available
are as follows:
Pfizer: For children ages 5
to 11, the initial series consists
of two pediatric doses given
three weeks apart. At this
time, booster doses are not
authorized in this age range.
For people 12 to 50 years
of age and older than 50
years, the initial series consists of two adult doses given
three weeks apart. A single
booster dose is authorized to

be given five months following the initial series. A second
booster dose is authorized for
those older than 50 and only
authorized for people between
12 and 50 with moderate to
severe immunocompromising conditions. The second
booster should be given four
months after the first booster.
Moderna: For people 18 to
50 years of age and those older
than 50, the initial series consists of two doses given four
weeks apart. A single booster

dose is authorized to be given
five months following the initial series for those between 18
and 50. A second booster dose
is only authorized for people
in this age range with moderate to severe immunocompromising conditions. A second
booster can be administered
to everyone 50 years of age or
older four months following
the first booster.
Note that for both Pfizer &
Moderna, a fourth dose may
be added to the initial series
for certain people with immunocompromising conditions.
Please be sure to speak to your
physician to see if this would
apply to you.
Janssen/Johnson & Johnson: For people 18 years of age
and older, the initial series
consists of one dose. A single
booster dose is authorized to
be given two months after the
initial series. A second booster
of either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine may be given to
people who have received the
Janssen/Johnsons & Johnson
vaccine for their initial series
and first booster.
The benefits of all three
vaccines cannot be discounted. Millions of people
have received them and while
there are risks with any medical treatment, their risk is
far outweighed by their benefits. They have changed the
face of the pandemic and are
one of the biggest reasons why
SEE COVID-19
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life is starting to slowly return
to normal.

Masks

FILE PHOTO

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention uses a special
system to determine mask guidance and classify each individual
county as low risk, medium risk or high risk.

Did you know eating the
right Indian foods has many
health benefits?

Simply the tastiest Indian cuisine!

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd., Alexandria
• www.dishesofindia.com
703.660.6085
Belle View
Shopping Center
1510-A Belle View Blvd. • Alexandria
703.660.6085 • dishesofindia.com

Masking guidance continues to be fluid. At this time,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has started
utilizing a system that measures various metrics, i.e. hospital beds being used, hospital
admissions and total number
of new COVID-19 cases per
100,000 people in the area in
the previous week, to stratify
risk. Using this data, the CDC
is classifying each individual
county as a low risk, medium
risk or high-risk county.
The current guidance is
that those in a low-risk area
may wear a mask based on
personal preference or personal level of risk. Those in
a medium risk area who are
immunocompromised should
speak to their physician about
best practices and consider

wearing a mask. If a person has
regular contact with someone
who is immunocompromised,
that person should consider
masking as well. Those in a
high-risk area should wear a
well-fitting mask in indoor
public settings.
It is important to note that
masking
recommendations
are in addition to, not in lieu
of, being fully vaccinated and
up to date on your booster vaccines.

pital setting. They are often
used in conjunction with other
medications, such as steroids and oxygen, to protect
the patient from secondary
infections.
For people that have tested
positive for COVID-19 and
have symptoms but are not
sick enough to be hospitalized,
there are also now two oral
medications that can be prescribed to be taken at home:
paxlovid or molnupiravir.
Either
Treatments
can be prescribed
In the past few
by a physician and
months, there have
can be taken by the
been tremendous
patient while he or
advancements in
she is completing
effective
treatquarantine at home.
ments for COVIDThey are pills that
19. One of the first
are taken orally,
DR. VIVEK
treatments
that
usually twice a day
SINHA
was deemed effecfor five days.
tive against COVID-19 was a
It is important to note
class of medications known that despite how well the new
as monoclonal antibody infu- COVID-19 treatments are
sions.
working, they are best utilized
Monoclonal antibodies are with a layered approach. For
laboratory synthesized pro- instance, if someone is fully
teins that act like the per- vaccinated and up to date on
son’s immune system’s ability their booster, they can still
to attack the COVID-19 virus. catch COVID-19, although
These medications are intra- their symptoms should be
venous medications that are less severe.
usually administered in a hosIf they have mild symptoms, then being treated with
one of the outpatient oral medication options and appropriately completing a quarantine
Mon. - Tues. 10 am - 3 pm; Fri. 5:30 pm - 8 pm
should allow them to recover
Wed. - Fri. 10 am - 3 pm; 5:30 pm - 10 pm
faster than if they weren’t vacSat. 9 am - 10 pm; Sun. 9 am - 8 pm
cinated. This layered approach
is important because it offers
Fontaine Coffee
best chance of protection,
Shop New Hours: the
prevention and recovery if one
7 am - 2:30 pm
were to catch COVID-19. So, as
the weather gets warmer, get
outside and get informed about
how you can continue to prooffers gluten-free
tect yourself from COVID-19!

FONTAINE

Fontaine Cafe
crepes plus cozy
dining inside & out–
as well as take-out.

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

The writer is chief
medical officer of Belleview
Medical Partners, an office
and house call practice
based in Old Town.
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Periodontics and Dental Implants

DDS, LLC

Thanks for supporting
Spring2Action!
2500 N. Van Dorn St., Suite 128 Alexandria, VA 22302 | www.drkarlsmith.com

703.894.4867
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TALK

Important home sale considerations
A variety of factors to
consider when putting
your home on the market
BY DANNY SMITH

FILE PHOTO

The average real estate sale price in Alexandria is about 6% higher
than it was last month.

HOMEOWNERS!
Will your home need
some exterior TLC
this year?
Let us put our 35
years of experience
to work for you!
We are booking
summer work now.
Call us today
to schedule your
free estimate!

703-684-7702

techpainting.com

Real estate prices have
recently increased dramatically. In Alexandria, the average sale price this month is
about 6% higher than it was
last month. Nationwide, home
values appreciated about 17%
last year.
Do you want to know what
your home is worth? The true
but generic answer is easy. Your
home is worth the price that
you, as a willing seller, would
accept from a willing buyer –
an adequate answer if you have
an acceptable offer in hand. If
you’re not so fortunate, then
you may want to quantify what
you would be willing to accept.
A family’s residence is typically
its most valuable asset, so reliable quantification is prudent.
Lenders usually hire a
licensed appraiser to provide a professional opinion of
real estate value, but that can
be expensive. Here are a few
thoughts on how you could
prepare a reasonable estimate
of your home’s value. In a perfect world, there would be a
nearby home that is identical to yours and recently sold,
otherwise known as a comparable sale or comp. Assuming
that the sale occurred recently,
within about six months, you
would have a useful measure
of your home’s value.
However, nearby comps are
typically different. You must
then examine the differences
and adjust your home value to
account for those differences.
It is important to identify the
significant factors affecting
value and make adjustments
to account for the differences.
Among the important factors are the number of bedrooms; number of bathrooms;
total finished square feet;

other rooms, e.g., library, study
or formal dining room; off
street parking; exterior materials, fireplaces; recent remodeling or scenic views. Location
is important but not likely a
factor here as you are making
comparisons to nearby sales.
Appraisers have developed
systems for adjustment of
prices to account for the differences. A similar system often
used by real estate agents is
the comparative market analysis or CMA. One way you can
adjust differences yourself is
to research how much it might
cost to replicate in your home
the positive features that exist
in the comp.
What you have accomplished so far will provide some
indication of how much your
residence is worth. Now, suppose you have received a promotion in a distant city and
must move there by a certain
date. It may be prudent to set
your asking price lower to promote a timely sale. Time constraints should be considered
in establishing an asking price
likely to yield a timely sale.
Another important timing
consideration is the yearly real
estate cycles. Spring is a good
time to place your home on the
market. There are more buyers and the weather is more
conducive to visiting homes.
There is also a smaller peak
in late summer and early fall
before the holidays approach.
Return on the sale of your
home is enhanced by making
many potential buyers aware
that your house is for sale. If
you chose to sell your own
home, begin with a yard sign.
Tell your friends, run ads in the
newspaper and post your property on Facebook, Instagram
and other social media platforms. These are some of the
many marketing tools used by
real estate professionals.
Preparing your home for

sale is important for obtaining an acceptable price within
a reasonable time. The minimum preparation basics are
cleaning, decluttering, depersonalizing and paint touch up.
You know the term “curb
appeal.” Pay special attention to
the exterior of your home. You
don’t want a potential buyer to
drive away without even looking inside. One of the easiest
and most cost effective exterior improvements is mulching.
Mulched flower beds, paths
and borders around trees and
shrubs are easy, inexpensive
and almost shout “professional
landscaping.” A green, mowed
and edged lawn will also yield
returns in your offers.
A more problematic type
of preparation is expensive
remodeling and updating.
Today’s buyers are typically
attracted to move-in ready
properties, but there are
also those who want to make
changes so their new home
will feel like it is theirs.
Careful analysis and advice
from an experienced realtor are highly advisable for
such undertakings.
There are additional
aspects of a home sale to be
considered, such as the influence of mortgage rates; absorption rates, or homes available
versus homes sold in a given
period; year-over-year sales
volume and prices and appreciation. These items are complex
and are best left to professionals who devote their careers to
tracking and forecasting them.
However, even the experts
find them intractable sometimes. At the beginning of
this year, the consensus forecast for mortgage rates was
that they would reach about
3.5% by mid-April. In fact,
the rates blew through that
level well before mid-April,
SEE REAL TALK

| 21

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

REAL TALK

HOMES

FROM | 20

exceeding 5% on April 13.
There are professionals
who specialize in all of the
disciplines touched on in this
article, and you may choose to
seek their advice. Your specific
finances, risk tolerance, time
constraints and other factors
are likely different from those
of every other homeowner.
The common denominator
for all homeowners should be
recognizing and addressing at
least the most significant considerations. Whatever your
preference, now is a good time
to sell. We are definitely experiencing a seller’s market.
Danny Smith, Ph.D. is a
realtor with TTR Sotheby's
International Realty, a
registered professional
engineer, chair of the Historic
Alexandria Resources
Commission and intensely
interested in Alexandria’s
historic architecture.

ENRICHING
LIFE’S
JOURNEY
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Maintaining your
air conditioning
Simple yet effective
tips to ensure your
home stays cool
BY TOM FANNON

FILE PHOTO

The blower should be running constantly in many homes,
especially those with older duct systems.

Our recent weather, with
its wild temperature fluctuations, could not be crazier.
Homeowners don’t know
whether to turn on the air
conditioning and shut down
the furnace, or simply turn
everything off. One day it
is 70 degrees and the next
day there is a wintery mix.
Regardless of the weather
outside, April and May are
great months to have home
air conditioners checked out
before the heat and humidity
become oppressive, though
providers are managing a
delicate balance between
maintenance checks and the
urgent no-cooling requests.

Every year TJ Fannon and
Sons, and our fellow Alexandria heating and cooling
service companies, are inundated with calls and questions
about how to efficiently and
cost effectively cool homes
in our often hot and humid
city. For almost 140 years,
Fannon has been helping residents heat and more recently
cool off their homes, and so
I am delighted to pass along
some advice and points to
consider during this time of
year so your abode stays comfortable year round.
First, change the filter on
your A.C. regularly. The HVAC
or furnace/air conditioner is a
critical feature of your home,
and regular care and upkeep
are critical for peak perforSEE AC

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY
At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to
change is your address.
Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people
around you.
At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can
make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people
in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles
of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for
your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA .ORG
50 0 0 FAIRBANKS AVENUE
ALE X ANDRIA , VA 22311
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Change the filter on your A.C. regularly to achieve
peak performance.
AC
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mance. We see air conditioners choked with leaves, dirt,
dog hair and even wasp or spi-

der nests inside control panels, and we meet customers
who claim they didn’t know
that their system requires a filter. Standard cardboard A.C.
SUMMER IS

ALMOST HERE!
IT’S A GREAT

TIME TO CHECK OUT

YOUR AC BEFORE THE
COVID-19 safety precautions taken TEMPERATURE SOARS!

(703) 549-5700 | 1200 Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22314 www.TJFannon.com

filters need to be changed once
a month in the summer and
metal framed filters need to
be cleaned with water once
a month. Ask your A.C. service provider for guidance on
filter maintenance.
For many homes, especially those with older duct
systems, we recommend running the blower continuously. Hot air naturally rises
to the upper floors, and older
homes have limited return
ducts upstairs. Keep the air in
motion. Motors sustain more
wear and more amperage
draw, starting and stopping
over one hundred times a day
rather than running all season. Air in motion is sensibly
cool, so keep it moving.
Simple housekeeping,
then, is the first step in HVAC
maintenance, but with today’s
high-efficiency models, proper
calibration of refrigerant and
checking of airflow, exhaust
vents and drains are all more
important than ever. A reli-

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

able contractor can maintain,
repair and, if necessary, replace
your equipment, whether you
need the latest of inverter heat
pumps or repairs for that massive boiler that has been working steadily since the 1930s.
Many systems are available now with efficiency ratings previously unheard of,
for both forced-air applications and boilers. Supplemental systems in small packages,
known as ducted or ductless
mini-splits, can discretely
address problem areas like top
floors that don’t cool properly,
basements that need heating
and dehumidification, garages
and outdoor sheds. Most
heating and air conditioning
companies can provide no-obligation assessments of your
existing equipment and solutions for imbalances.
Just like with annual furnace or HVAC servicing, we
recommend you should always
get three bids and ask questions of each bidder. The low-

cost provider is not necessarily
the best and that company
may have left items off their
estimate that you will need to
deal with later.
In the end, select an HVAC
service and sale provider that
is well established in the business and does not aggressively upsell systems and
accessories. As my grandfather, Francis H. Fannon, said
with respect to our coal and
oil business, “Give the buyer
with spirit and enthusiasm
what the buyer needs when he
needs it.”
Alexandria has a number of
top-notch heating and cooling
service and sales providers,
and while I can’t speak for all
of them, our goal is always to
try to keep them warm in the
winter and cool in the summer
by providing what people need
in timely affordable fashion.
The writer is president
of TJ Fannon and Sons
Cooling & Heating.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Converted Beverley Hills Colonial offers curb appeal

AT A GLANCE
Address:
3307 Elmore Drive,
Alexandria 22302
Neighborhood: Beverley Hills

COURTESY PHOTO

Left: The home was transformed from a Colonial to a Craftsman style in 2008 by the current owners.
Middle: Oversized windows provide an abundance of natural light.
Right: The yard offers a patio and fenced-in area that is perfect for four-legged friends.

This home at 3307 Elmore
Drive is nestled in the heart
of Beverley Hills. The current
owners took the home down
to the studs to transform it
from a classic Colonial to a
charming Craftsman style in
2008, expanding up and out.
The curb appeal highlights the outer beauty with
professional landscaping that
provides color all year round,
a flagstone patio leading to
an entryway and a charm-

ing front porch. The interior
is spacious and airy, which
bears an open feel. Rooms are
filled with natural light from
the oversized windows.
The kitchen boasts top-ofthe-line appliances Jenn Air/
KitchenAid, Mouser custom
cabinets and sleek black granite countertops. It has many
features, and the small ones
should not be missed, including a spice drawer, appliance
garage, island with built-in

shelves, and wine rack.
The primary bedroom is
the ideal escape with ample
closet space, and the spa-inspired ensuite supplies every
comfort needed to relax. The
lower-level guest room with
ensuite allows guests to feel
at home.
The attic runs the length
of the house, offering an
abundance of extra storage,
and because there is plenty
of headroom, this could even
HOMES ADVERTORIAL

Price: $1,475,000
Square feet: 3,252
Bedrooms: 5

be converted for more living
space.
A desirable flat backyard with a patio overlooks
a grassy area that is fenced
in so four-legged friends can
roam safely, and it is ideal for
entertaining in the warmer
months. Close to Del Ray,
Old Town, local playgrounds,
such as The Pit, and all this
area offers, this property
delivers more than meets
the eye.

Bathrooms: 4.5
Year built: 1939
Contact:
Sue Goodhart
The Goodhart Group
Compass Real Estate
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com
703-362-3221
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APRIL 28
MAKING ALEXANDRIA
HOME: A HISTORY OF
EXCLUSION AND ACTIVISM

Krystal Moon will discuss the
history of the African American
housing crisis in Alexandria by
examining how segregationist
practices impaired Alexandria’s
African American residents. This
event is in conjunction with All
Alexandria Reads 2022.
Time: 3 to 4 p.m.
Location: Virtual
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/making-alexandriahome%3a-a-history-ofexclusion-and-activism-1900s1970s/18806/

APRIL 30
OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
FINE ART & DESIGN
FESTIVAL Enjoy the first event

of the year at John Carlyle
Square in Old Town, where more
than 100 artisans, crafters,
independent consultants and
other local small businesses are
looking forward to showcasing
their products. Vendors will help
shoppers find everything from
arts and crafts to body and
hair care.
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: 300 John Carlyle St.
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/old-town-alexandria-fine-

CALENDAR
art-%26-design-festival/18736/

REVOLUTIONARY WAR
WEEKEND Mount Vernon’s

serene 12-acre field will
transform into a battleground
as Continentals and Redcoats
conduct military drills, perform
cavalry demonstrations, and
engage in 18th-century tacticals.
Participants will meet the
soldiers who are encamped at
Mount Vernon, discuss military
techniques, and greet General
Washington. This event is
included with Mount Vernon
admission and is free for
members.
Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/revolutionary-warweekend/18739/

MAY 1
GADSBY’S TAVERN
MUSEUM SOCIETY
ANNIVERSARY Join Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum Society as it
celebrates its 30th anniversary
with prosecco and cake. The
event serves as a way to renew
old acquaintances and make new
friends while sharing and hearing
stories from over the years.
The event is open to the public
and free, though donations are
welcome. Advance registration is
not required.
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Time: 4 to 6 p.m.
Location: 134 N. Royal St.
Information:
gadsbystavernmuseum.us/
events/anniversary

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

MAY 5
CINCO DE MAYO AT
BARKHAUS Join District Dogs,
Chippin’ and Barkhaus for a
unique experience with your pups
that includes Bingo night, prizes
and tacos for both humans and
dogs. Tickets are $15 for the
public and include a day pass/
entry; Bingo cards; dog tacos;
food/beverage discounts; a Cinco
de Mayo themed photo backdrop;
Chippin’ treat samples and more.
Time: 6 to 8 p.m.
Location: 529 E. Howell Ave.
Information:
https://brewskisbarkhaus.com/
calendar/cinco-de-mayo

AT

:
CONTACT
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

MAY 7
SPRING POP-UP MARKET
FOR MOTHER’S DAY Just in
time for Mother’s Day, the Spring
Pop-Up Market provides the
chance to discover gifts made by
local entrepreneurs and artisans.
Time: 1 to 5 p.m.
Location: Pat Miller
Neighborhood Square, Mount
Vernon and East Oxford avenues
Information:
www.visitdelray.com

OBITUARIES

Cherie Slayton
1952 - 2022
From Jan. 4, 1952 until April 15, 2022, I shared this earth with people I loved deeply. My
husband and beloved traveling partner of 47 years Tom, my mom Jean, my sister Cindy, my
children Tommy and Kate, my daughter-in-law April and my darling granddaughter Ellie
remain to carry on the best of me.
I lived a full life. I was born in Sandpoint, Idaho to Betty McGinnis and Doug Coleman. In
1972, I moved to Washington, D.C. to work as a fingerprint clerk at the FBI. Later that year, I
took a job as an elevator operator on Capitol Hill, which led to an amazing career in a number
of congressional offices, working with great staff and helping constituents before retiring as a
chief of staff. The last nine years of my life were the most wonderful, as I got to be Nana. There
were adventures to plan, games to play, cakes to bake, books to read and streams to explore
with my Ellie.
My family was my greatest joy and truest calling. Whether we were trundling off to
overseas assignments in Indonesia and Thailand or laughing until tears streamed down our
faces during simple family dinners, I always knew how each of them needed to be loved, and
I gave it to them unconditionally. And that’s what I leave with them – the kind of love that
lingers and comforts and makes them remember the happy times.
I don’t want flowers, a funeral or fuss. Stop by Congressional Cemetery to say “Hello”
sometime. If you wish, donate to the Arlington Public Library to share my love of reading.
Check in on my family and tell them about the things that made us laugh together. Love and
laughter are how I hope you will remember me.

6À}>ÊV VÊ iÛiÀ>}iÊ ÌÀÊÕÌ ÀÌÞÊÊUÊÊÜÜÜ°>LV°ÛÀ}>°}ÛÊÊUÊÊÓä£ÊiÀÌ>}iÊ,>`ÊÊUÊÊ,V `]Ê6ÊÓÎÓÓäÊÊUÊÊnää®ÊxxÓÎÓää

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)
PUBLISHING NOTICE
Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):]

ZBA LLC
________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Magnolia

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

703 King St
____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade)

Alexandria
____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town)

______________________________________________________

Virginia
____________

22314
____________

(county)

(state)

(zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to Ì iÊ VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROLÊ 

®Ê 1/",/9

Wine and Beer on and off Premises/Mixed Beverage Restaurant
Êfor aÊ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Ê license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov
or 800-552-3200.

näxxÓÊÀiÛ°ÊäÇÉÓä£n®° This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please

refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately)Êwith questions.

Retail License Application, page 11
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Our View

Consensus around
body cameras
Body cameras are coming to a police officer near you, pending final approval in the fiscal year 2023 budget that’s slated
for adoption next week. We think this is great news for the residents of Alexandria and the public safety officers whose job it
is to protect all of us.
We have long lamented the lack of body-worn cameras for
police officers in this city, particularly in recent years as neighboring jurisdictions like Washington, D.C., Arlington and Fairfax counties, along with the U.S. Capitol police, all implemented
programs. We commend City Manager Jim Parajon and the new
City Council for prioritizing this program in next year’s budget.
Seldom in Alexandria is there such consensus around an
important issue.
Advocates for police accountability support the measure
because more footage should make it easier to prosecute officers who use unnecessary force or act inappropriately. It’s a
step away from “He said, she said” situations concerning police
conduct, which in the past has often led to acquittal for officers.
Police officers themselves welcome cameras because they
offer them protection against false accusations of inappropriate
behavior. In recent years, Alexandria has had difficulty recruiting and retaining police officers and our city’s lack of body
cameras has surely been one factor, admittedly among many,
in that equation.
Such consensus around a difficult issue is a cause for both
celebration and caution. Is it a rare meeting of the minds, or do
opposing sides have such radically different expectations that
both are going to be disappointed?
We think residents would be wise to heed the caution
expressed by former City Councilor Mo Seifeldein around the
body-worn camera program. Though Seifeldein strongly supported both body cameras and the new police review board, he
cautioned that outcomes may not look terribly different after
implementation.
We think this is because both sides are envisioning best case
scenarios, in which their already held views are vindicated. The
“best case” will definitely play out at times, when either police
behavior is clearly unacceptable or the accusation so off base
that camera footage makes prosecution or vindication of police
officers an easy call.
But most of life is lived in the gray area, the in-between,
where something is off and partially, but not fully, explained
by circumstances.
Footage of incidents under question is likely to show events
rapidly unfolding, life-altering decisions by officers or suspects
made in a split second and frequent ambiguity. This means
punishment is going to remain meted out on a case-by-case
basis, sometimes favoring the officer and sometimes the suspect where there is a dispute.
We think body-worn cameras are going to show that Alexandria’s police officers are usually brave, caring and professional.
The cameras are also going to offer proof in the instances when
there are clear misdeeds.
In our divided world filled with demagoguery and disinformation, that’s probably the best we can hope for.
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Opinion

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				

- Thomas Jefferson

Photo of the Week

PHOTO/LEE MOODY

Del Ray mural on the side of the Velocity Bicycle Cooperative building at 2111
Mt. Vernon Ave.

Your Views

Race and housing
To the editor:
Mayor Justin Wilson seems obsessed
with race as his go-to reason for one of
his ill-conceived policy proposals. In fact,
his generally unchallenged comments
on race are often directed at the community of homeowners as the predicate for
increased density.
Wilson once compared Alexandria
to apartheid-era Johannesburg, South
Africa. Continuing that theme, his comments quoted in a recent ALXNow article
are astonishing in three ways: the lack of
factual basis to support his opinions, the
absence of anyone questioning him and
the implied accusation that anyone who
wants to preserve a single-family home
neighborhood is doing so simply for racist
reasons. In the article, Wilson said.
“The other thing that’s important to
note, and I try to talk about this as well:
there is a racial equity piece of this as well.
A lot of our zoning tools in place today were
put in place to achieve some pretty horrible ends. They serve to reinforce racial
segregation and housing access. That is
absolutely true in Alexandria. It is not an
accident that today if you took a look at
an Alexandria zoning map and a map that
maps racial demographics of our city, those
maps nearly match. That’s not an accident,

and people don’t like when I point that out,
but there is a lot of commonality between
those maps.”
Which specific zoning tools is he
talking about that are “in place today”
and “were put in place to achieve some
pretty horrible ends?” Today’s tools, not
those put in place in 1950, but those
tools in place today. He speaks to a correlation between today’s zoning maps
and today’s racial demographics, but
he cannot draw any sort of straight line
between the two. If he could, he certainly
would. Correlation means little without an
understanding of causality.
The only barriers, today, to living in
any particular neighborhood in this city,
are an individual or family’s own neighborhood preferences such as proximity
to work and schools, whether there are
amenities nearby and preference on style
and size of the home – and their ability to
afford the mortgage and property taxes in
places that meet their other criteria. There
are no other barriers, period.
Today’s zoning provisions certainly
present no barrier whatsoever. That’s been
proven true in my neighborhood, and it’s
likely true in yours too.
-Bill Rossello,
Alexandria
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You don’t have an
alcohol problem – yet
To the editor:
Each April, communities
across the country celebrate
Alcohol Awareness Month to
share information about the
facts and consequences of alcohol use and to raise awareness
about the causes and effects of
substance use disorders. Alcohol Awareness Month is also a
great opportunity to discuss the
benefits of living alcohol-free
with children and teens in
your life.
I know firsthand the longterm consequences of using and
misusing alcohol anytime I felt
disease, uncomfortable emotions, anxiety or stress because
I am an alcoholic who has been
sober for two-and-a-half years.
I had my first alcoholic drink
when I was 13 years old, and
by the time I turned 21, drinking became the norm. From
attending happy hours and networking events to celebrating
birthdays, weddings and personal milestones, I celebrated
my freedom, my independence
and many of life’s greatest experiences with champagne, wine,
beer, cocktails and shots.
When I transitioned into a
young adult and entered the
working world, I took on more
responsibility, making me vulnerable for alcohol use disorder, a dependence on alcohol
that arises from drinking too
much, too fast and too often.
Alcohol became my crutch and
an unhealthy coping mechanism during times of anxiety
and stress. When feelings of
hopelessness, fear, anger and
sadness became overwhelming,
I started to binge drink four to
five times per week.
Despite several consequences that stemmed from my
drinking – endangering myself
and others, being sexually

Anyone at
any age can
have a drinking
problem, but no
one becomes
addicted to
alcohol overnight.”
abused, getting into legal trouble, having relationship problems and being fired from work
– I remained in denial because
I didn’t believe my problem was
bad enough. Until it was.
I always believed “it could be
worse” and time proved me to
be right. Anyone at any age can
have a drinking problem, but no
one becomes addicted to alcohol overnight. Alcohol dependence is progressive. What
might seem harmless or not bad
enough at first can get worse if
it’s not treated. Fortunately for
me, my bad became worse and
that frightened me enough to
get sober.
The sober life hasn’t always
been a popular choice in a culture that revolves around and
profits from alcohol. It may
begin by asking yourself why
you choose to pick up a drink
or realizing that you are drinking as a strategy to cope with
the pressures of life. This
month, I encourage you to prioritize discussing the health,
legal and social consequences
of alcohol use with children and
teens in your life to support all
of Alexandria’s youth to make
informed choices about their
health and future.
-Latavia Randolph,
member, Substance
Abuse Prevention Coalition
of Alexandria

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the
endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Ethical Reflections
with Rev. Ian Markham

Conspiracy theories abound
was a major donor to Harvard University. In
the 1990s, he donated more than $100,000
Sometimes a conspiracy theory can be to Democratic Party candidates. As more and
true. On Feb. 24, 1933, the Nazis claimed to more of his victims have emerged, the extent
find seditious materials that pointed to a of this shadowy sex network is extraordinary.
communist plot to attack public buildings. On
QAnon builds on the Epstein narrative.
Feb. 27, 1933, the Reichstag went up in flames. Add in the ingredient of the secular and irreOn Feb. 28, 1933, the president of Germany ligious left, and the result is a story about a
passed the “Decree of the Reich President for group of Satanists preying on young people.
the Protection of the People and State.”
This 15% of Americans is a key voting block;
The Communists were blamed and 4,000 Marjorie Taylor Greene and Lauren Boebert
people were arrested, many of whom were are both sympathetic to QAnon and in Condeputies from the Communist party. This is gress. Media Matters estimates that there are
the official narrative. However, it is
36 QAnon-supporters on the balhighly likely that the Nazis themlot for the midterms in November
selves were involved in the setthis year.
ting of the fire. The truth is that
There is an ethical obligation
the official narrative is almost ceron us to engage appropriately with
tainly false and that, in fact, people
the human propensity to find coninside the government were really
spiracy theories plausible. Certain
involved.
rules of reflection are important.
Conspiracy theories are everyDo not simply assume the conspirwhere. They are found across the
acy theory is false. Do not deniREV. IAN
political spectrum. Popular ones
grate believers, after all, Jeffrey
MARKHAM
include that 5G networks are
Epstein’s actions were horrifying.
responsible for the spread of COVID-19, Pres- Most importantly, make the task of “reading
ident George W. Bush helped organize the the world aright” a central priority.
9-11 attacks, the Roman Catholic Church has
So, how do we “read the world aright?”
hidden the proof that Jesus really married The classic liberal answer is “freedom of the
Mary Magdalene, and of course our current press.” Permit a culture where the public
favorite – QAnon.
square is full of many voices all seeking the
Fifteen percent of Americans believe that truth. In an environment where news is not
the United States is under the control of a controlled by government, then the truth in
group of Satan-worshipping pedophiles. In the end will come out. A perspective on the
October 2017, on the website 4chan, Q – a gov- news by a provider is fine, provided that there
ernment official with Q clearance – provided are many perspectives permitted.
highly cryptic posts “exposing” this conspirThis liberal answer is more fragile in a
acy. A complex narrative follows: President social media world. We function in news
Donald Trump will expose these evil peo- bubbles. We block views that we don’t like
ple and there will be a day called “the Storm” on Facebook. And we increasingly choose to
when these Democratic politicians, business either watch Fox News all the time or MSNBC
tycoons and actors will be arrested and held all the time. Very few of us try to watch both.
accountable for their evil actions.
But our political discourse does need more of
With all conspiracy theories, there is a us to make the effort.
backstory. The shadow of Jeffrey Epstein
To really understand this world, we need
looms large. He created a business that journalism at its best. For me, I read The
involved sex trafficking and powerful people. Wall Street Journal, The New York Times,
And Epstein’s network of friends was vast: it The Washington Post, The Economist and of
included Bill Clinton, Alan Dershowitz, Prince course The Alexandria Times. And based on
Andrew and Donald Trump.
these sources, I can reassure you all that it is
When Epstein was arrested the second not true that a group of Satanist pedophiles
time for sex trafficking, he committed suicide are running the country.
in prison in 2019. The story of Epstein is shocking. He was a mover and a shaker. Epstein was
The writer is dean of Virginia
on the board of Rockefeller University and
Theological Seminary.
BY REV. IAN MARKHAM
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May is Preservation Month
nationally. What started in
1973 as National Preservation
Week became National Preservation Month in 2005. Alexandria’s history of historic
preservation extends back to
1946, as its Old and Historic
District was the third historic district to be designated
nationally, behind Charleston
and New Orleans. On behalf
of the Alexandria Historical
Restoration and Preservation Commission, we want to
introduce you to our efforts
to protect and preserve our
community’s historic fabric as represented in our
domestic and public buildings. Several city and private
organizations are engaged in
this effort. The unique mandate given to the AHRPC is
to encourage, hold and monitor easements on properties.
This column focuses on interior easements.
The commission holds
a number of interior easements. What does that mean?
Can I alter my home if it has
an easement on it, or do I
have to live with an 18th or
19th century bathroom or
kitchen? What about that old
door that won’t work or the
dirty coal chute? Typically,
the answer is no. Houses have
to be livable and brought up
to a modern standard. A his-

PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA HISTORICAL RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION COMMISSION

A fireplace in the Lord Fairfax house on Cameron Street.

toric easement on an interior
can be very specific. It usually
designates moldings, mantles,
doors, windows and sometimes flooring to be cleaned
but not destroyed. We’re fortunate to have homes that
date from the late 18th century through the Victorian era
that remain relatively intact.
In this column, we feature the
home known as the Lord Fairfax House on the 600 block of
Cameron Street. It was built
in the early 19th century and
is one of the most spectacular homes in the city. Its successive owners have cherished
the house and been respect-

ful caretakers, spending time
to research and restore its
magnificent moldings, doors,
windows and fireplaces. The
current owners proudly tell
us of new discoveries they’ve
uncovered as decades of paint
and ill-adapted alterations are
removed. Though it is a beautiful historic home, it is also a
cozy family home full of sunshine and graceful spaces with
a lovely garden to the east.
The first historic preservation
easement on the property was
donated in 1980. Supplemental easements were added in
1994 and 2005.
You don’t need to have

an interior as magnificent as
the inside of the Lord Fairfax House to have features
worth preserving with a historic easement. If you have
moldings, doors, windows,
fireplaces or another interior
feature that you think might
contribute to Alexandria’s
historic and architectural fabric, please contact the Alexandria Historical Restoration
and Preservation Commission at HistoricAlexandria@
alexandriava.gov.
Out of the Attic is
provided by The Office of
Historic Alexandria.

Weekly Poll
Last Week

Have you ever donated blood
in Alexandria?
38% I have donated elsewhere but not in Alexandria.
31% No, I have never donated blood.
17% Yes, I regularly donate blood in Alexandria.
14% Yes, I've donated blood in Alexandria but not regularly.

This Week

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Do you agree with the proposal
to fund body cameras for police
officers in Alexandria?
A) Yes, it will offer protection to both police officers and
the public.
B) Yes, but I’m not sure it will make much difference.
C) No, the $2.2 million would be better spent on
other priorities.
D) I’m not sure.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

LEGAL NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its
controlled affiliates doing business
as Verizon Wireless (Verizon
Wireless) proposes to collocate
wireless communications
antennas at centerline heights
of 53 feet 7 inches and 54 feet
3 inches on a building with an
overall height of 62 feet at the
approx. vicinity of 181 East Reed
Avenue, Alexandria, City of
Alexandria, VA 22305. Public
comments regarding potential
effects from this site on historic
properties may be submitted
within 30 days from the date of
this publication to: Trileaf Corp,
Kayla, k.lauer@trileaf.com, 8600
LaSalle Road, Suite 301,
Towson, MD 21286,410-853-7128.

AUCTIONS
AUCTION - OVER 400 LOTS.
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT,
BUILDING MATERIALS, METAL FRAMING, DECORATIVE
STONE, SCAFFOLDING, POWER TOOLS & MORE! SAT APR
30, 10AM ONSITE. 3565 OLIVET
CHURCH RD, PROVIDENCE
FORGE, VA. VIEW & BID NOW:
ISGETTAUCTION.COM 804-3383458 VA AL 2426
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions statewide and in other states. Affordable Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audiences.
Call this paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804-5217576, landonc@vpa.net

Classifieds

plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and
power your home. Full installation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today. Call
1-833-688-1378

Print and Digital Advertising Solutions reaching potential candidates.
Call this paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services 804-5217576, landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No
court appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill your
open positions! Promote job listings
regionally or statewide! Affordable

APRIL 28, 2022 | 27
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

1697 or visit www.Life55plus.info/
vapress

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No medical
exam or health questions. Cash to
help pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians Life
Insurance Company- 844-509-

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 888-608-4974

Upgrade Your Home with a

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

YOUR INSTALLATION

NEW METAL ROOF

60% off
+

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL
Made in
the USA

Prepare
for power
outages
today

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

10% off

Install for Military, Health
Workers and First Responders

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

Warranty- Limited Lifetime.
Transferable to 1 subsequent
owner from original purchaser.
Terms and conditions apply.
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance
of the surface coating beyond
normal wear and tear.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the
number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie
or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

IRON CODE #52

CALL NOW BEFORE THE
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
– A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions. 1-877-6360738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar

Website Design & Development

500*
OFF

$

OR

No Payments & No Interest
for 18 Months**

Hosting & Maintenance

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Online Marketing

OFFER EXPIRES June 30, 2022

CALL NOW!

(844) 945-1631
*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 6/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party
ﬁnancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

28 | APRIL 28, 2022

ALEXANDRIA TIMES

LET ME PUT MY LOCAL EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU

417 S Fairfax St, Alexandria, VA 22314
$5,100,000 | Represented the Buyer

36 Alexander St, Alexandria, VA 22314
$1,899,000 | Represented the Seller

Kristen Jones
Washingtonian's Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021
Northern VA Magazine Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2021
DC Modern Luxury Real Estate Award 2020-2021
2021 RealTrends America's Best Real Estate Professionals
Proud Sponsor of Old Town Boutique District
703.851.2556 | kristenjones.com | kristen@kristenjones.com | Licensed in VA
109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

714 Fontaine St, Alexandria, VA 22302
$1,675,000 | Represented the Seller

