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Initial press release 
about Minnie Howard 
incident included 
incorrect terminology
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

The City of Alexandria 
rushed to issue a statement 
on March 18 hours after an 
article critical of the city’s 
handling of an alleged sexual 
assault at a local high school 

campus broke on NationalRe-
view.com. The alleged assault 
took place at the Minnie 
Howard campus of Alexandria 
City High School in October 
2021, and there had been no 
notification to parents during 
the five months between 
the incident and the appear-
ance of the story by National 
Review.

Parents and community 

members have subsequently 
raised questions about the 
terminology and information 
in the statement. It remains 
unclear who authored the 
controversial statement, as 
the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s office denied author-
ship and the Alexandria Police 
Department minimized its 
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Assault statement criticized

Nguyen could serve as 
little as 30 days with 
good behavior
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

On March 31, Man 
Nguyen, the bail bonds-
man involved in the Karla 
Dominguez murder case, was 
sentenced to one year in jail 
for contempt of court with 
all but 30 days suspended for 
good behavior. Judge Charles 
Sharp said during trial that 
Nguyen was being tried for 
“serious malfeasance … 
almost on a daily basis.”

The sentencing follows 
a Jan. 26 conviction in Alex-
andria Circuit Court, for 
“exhibiting disobedience or 
resistance of an officer of the 
court, juror, witness or other 
person to any lawful process, 
judgment, decree or order of 
the court.”

Nguyen was on trial 
because of his behavior 
after posting bond back in 
April 2020 for an acquain-
tance, Ibrahim Bouaichi, 
with whom he had been 
friendly for around 10 years. 

Nguyen was later shown to 
have helped Bouaichi violate 
the terms of his bond, terms 
that Nguyen claimed to be 
unaware of despite having 
signed the bond release. 
Bouaichi later used Nguy-
en’s handgun and car to kill 
Dominguez and himself.

Dave Gamble, Nguyen’s 
former boss, testified that 
bondsmen are “not respon-
sible for the behavior” of 
those they bail out of jail but 
conceded that the bondsmen 
he works with are required to 
“know the conditions of the 
bond.”

Nguyen said during 
trial that he wasn’t aware 
of violating conditions, a 
sentiment he expressed to 
the Times back in October 
during an interview. Nguyen 
said that even though he 
signed the recognizance, he 
did not remember the terms 
of Bouaichi’s bond and that 
Bouaichi did not remind him.

“ … I wish he did tell me 
that because if I did continue 
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 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Alexandria City High School's Minnie Howard campus has been at the center of local conversation since 
an alleged sexual assault took place in October 2021.
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The city announced on 
Monday that it secured a 
$420,000 federal grant for a 
project to alleviate flooding in 
one of the city’s flood-prone 
areas in Del Ray.

The spot improvement 
project, which is designed to 
address flooding in a localized 
area, will impact the area 
around Clifford Avenue and 
Fulton and Manning streets. 

It was one of 10 infrastructure 
projects in Northern Virginia 
to receive funding from the 
spending bill that passed 
through Congress in March. 
According to the city, the 
project will increase “the 
capacity size of inlets in low 
spots in the neighborhood 
where flooding tends to occur 
during small- to medium-sized 
storms.”

The city is pursuing a 
number of spot improvement 
projects already, including 
fixes for Glebe Road and 
Commonwealth Avenue. The 
city’s approach to addressing 
ongoing flooding issues 
also involves larger-scale 
infrastructure projects, such as 
the $87.6 million project being 
planned for Hume Avenue.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Federal grant to fund stormwater project

The tall ship Providence 
will be stationed at The Wharf 
for the 2022 cruise season, as 
construction of its permanent 
home in Old Town continues, 
according to a new release 
from the Tall Ship Providence 
Foundation.

The ship first opened to 
the public along Alexandria’s 
waterfront in July 2020, serv-
ing as a “floating classroom” 
and educating visitors on 
the history of the Continen-

tal Navy, the role it played 
in the American Revolution 
and Alexandria’s portside 
history. The ship will move to 
the still-under-construction 
Senator John Warner Mari-
time Heritage Center in Old 
Town, where Providence’s 
educational opportunities 
will expand.

In the meantime, Prov-
idence will sail across the 
Potomac River and operate 
at The Wharf in Washington 

D.C. for most of 2022.
“Providence’s visit to The 

Wharf gives us the opportu-
nity to increase the aware-
ness of the ship and the new 
Maritime Heritage Center 
to different audiences while 
generating ticket sales in 
a high foot traffic area,” 
Clair Sassin, president and 
CEO of the Tall Ship Provi-
dence Foundation, said in the 
release.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Tall ship to spend 2022 in D.C.

 PHOTO/MISSY SCHROTT
The tall ship Providence has been docked along Alexandria's waterfront since 2020.
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�is 3 year-old terrier mix has several loves in 
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Local nonprofit ALIVE! 
will be staging more pop-up 
emergency food distribu-
tion events on April 30 
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., 
according to a city news 
release.

Drive-through locations 
for this month’s food distri-

bution include Cora Kelly 
Elementary School, located 
at 3600 Commonwealth 
Ave., and Northern Virginia 
Community College’s Alex-
andria campus in lot B-1 
via Dawes Avenue. Walk-up 
service will also be provided 
at Cora Kelly and William 

Ramsay Recreation Center, 
located at 5650 Sanger Ave.

Distributions will take 
place in the parking lots of 
each location, and no I.D. is 
required. Visit www.alive-
inc.org for more informa-
tion.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

ALIVE! offers April food distribution

Thomas Peregoy, 78, of 
Alexandria, died after after 
sustaining injuries from a crash 
in Oakton, Virginia on March 
30, according to a news release 
from the Fairfax County Police 
Department.

 Driving east on Lawyers 
Road at around 2 p.m., Peregoy 
struck a tree head on after his 
Toyota Tacoma went off the 
road. Peregoy was taken to a 
local hospital but died from 
his injuries. According FCPD, 

speed and alcohol were not 
involved in the crash. 

Anyone with information 
is encouraged contact FCPD’s 
crash reconstruction unity at 
703-280-0543.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Alexandria man dies after Oakton crash

Former Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne was honored for 
his career in law enforce-
ment on Tuesday, ALXNow 
first reported. 

The event took place at 
the First Baptist Church of 
Alexandria, located at 2932 
King Street. Lawhorne, 
who served as sheriff for 16 

years, was recognized for his 
sense of humor and ability to 
connect with others, accord-
ing to ALXNow. 

Among those in atten-
dance were former Common-
wealth’s Attorney Randy 
Sengel and Lawhorne’s 
daughter, Mallory Lawhorne, 
who expressed gratitude 

for her father’s service and 
reassured those in atten-
dance that he would still be 
around. 

"He's keeping himself 
busy. He's still around. He's 
keeping himself in every-
one's lives,” Mally Lawhorne 
said, according to ALXNow.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Former Sheriff Dana Lawhorne honored

COURTESY PHOTO
Inspired by the Ukrainian humanitarian aid being provided by Chef Jose Andres' World Central Kitchen, 
residents of South Overlook Drive gathered for a Ukrainian relief fundraising dinner last month. Orga-
nized by Paul Mengel and held at the home of Micki and Phillip McNaughton, the dinner featured au-
thentic, homemade Ukrainian appetizers, entrees, breads and desserts and raised more than $3,000 
in support of Chef Andres' relief efforts.
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PHOTO/  KIP RADT OF JASON DIXSON PHOTOGRAPHY
Sen. Dick Saslaw, Del. Charniele Herring, Sen. George Barker, Del. Elizabeth Bennett-Parker and Sen. Adam 
Ebbin appeared on a panel as part of The Chamber ALX’s general assembly breakfast on March 30.

Virginia American Water’s 
rate increase goes into effect 
on May 1, and it has not gone 
over well with the city.

In Alexandria, the rate 
increase would result in an 
average increase of about $94 
per year. According to VAW, 
the rate hike aims to cover 
$137.6 million in statewide 
infrastructure projects, such 
as the replacement of an 
Alexandria water main that 
was first installed in the city 

in the 1950s. VAW filed for a 
$14.3 million increase in rates 
statewide in November.

This is not the first time 
VAW has increased the 
price for ratepayers. VAW 
increased rates in 2018, with a 
proposed $6.6 million increase 
statewide that later decreased 
to $1.2 million after State 
Corporation Commission filed 
litigation against the utility 
provider.

With the rate set to go into 

effect in less than a month, 
Bill Eger, Alexandria’s energy 
manager, expressed concern 
about the rate increase before 
City Council during Tuesday’s 
legislative meeting.

“I suspect most would say 
it’s probably too much,” Eger 
said.

Eger also encouraged 
residents to provide public 
comment at an upcoming SCC 
hearing.

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

City pushes back against water rate increase

Old Town just got a whole 
lot brighter. 

The Happy Place, a new 
gift shop just off the corner of 
King Street, opened its doors 
last weekend at 105 S. Union 

St. 
The shop features 

candy, clothing and a bevy 
of children’s products for 
shoppers to enjoy. The store 
is open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Monday through Saturday and 
noon to 6 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information, visit 
The Happy Place's Instagram, 
@lovethehappyplace.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Happy Place gift shop opens in Old Town PHOTO/THE HAPPY PLACE VIA INSTAGRAM
The Happy Place, a shop featuring clothing and children’s prod-
ucts, just opened in Old Town over the weekend.
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Say “YES” to Salon Monte for 
your wedding day style!
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Historic Old Town Alexandria | 703-217-7077
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role. 
The statement released 

on March 18 reads, “The City 
of Alexandria is aware of the 
incident, that it was adjudi-
cated in Court, and that the 
defendant was acquitted. 
Pursuant to Virginia State 
Law Section 16.1 – 301, details 
regarding incidents involving 
juveniles must remain confi-
dential and cannot be shared.”

But according to Virginia 
State Code, the word “acquit-
ted” does not exist in juvenile 
court, nor does a conviction, 
as it does in adult court. 

If a juvenile is found guilty, 
the legal term is “being adju-
dicated delinquent of a crimi-
nal act.” 

The chosen language in 

the city’s statement has led 
some to question how it was 
written and whose hands it 
passed through before going 
to the public. 

In a tweet at 7:14 p.m. on 
March 18, Alexandria Mayor 
Justin Wilson said, “The state-
ment was issued by the Police 
Department in consultation 
with the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney who prosecuted the 
case.”

However, Alexandria 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bryan Porter denied that his 
office wrote or approved the 
city’s release. Porter said that 
on the morning of March 
18, the city manager’s office 
called him about the incident. 
He explained to them that the 
code limits what can be said 
about a juvenile criminal case. 

According to Porter, he was 
preoccupied with a prelimi-
nary hearing for a murder case 
until 6:30 p.m. and did not 
know about the statement. 

“I did not write the City’s 
press release, I did not review 
it prior to its release, and I did 
not approve its release. I did 
not see the release until that 
evening, after I returned from 
court,” Porter said. 

Porter also specified that 
to his knowledge, no one in his 
office, including the attorney 
who prosecuted the juvenile, 
approved the city’s statement.

Alexandria Police Depart-
ment Spokesperson Marcel 
Bassett declined to confirm 
whether or not APD helped 
craft the statement, but he 
did say that APD was “made 
aware” of the statement before 

its release. 
“[APD cannot] confirm 

what role if any [we] played in 
the creation of the statement,” 
Bassett said, encouraging the 
Times to reach out to the city’s 
communication office. 

Kelly Gilfillen, acting direc-
tor for the Office of 
Communications 
and Public Informa-
tion, said her office 
wrote the statement 
and did not mention 
involvement of 
APD.

“The City was 
in contact with the 
Commonwealth’s 
Attorney regard-
ing this matter and 
then crafted and released its 
own statement,” Gilfillen told 
the Times. “It is the City’s 
intent to inform the public 
to the greatest extent possi-
ble while staying within the 
requirements of the law.”

Gilfillen pointed to the 
state code when asked for clar-
ification about the statement. 

“The section of the law 
that’s referenced includes all 
of the detail that City staff 
would be able to provide,” 
Gilfillen said. 

According to Gilfillen, the 
intent behind the statement’s 
release was to inform the 
public that the city had taken 
action regarding the situation 
but could not comment on 
further details of the case.

When asked for comment, 
City Attorney Joanna Ander-
son said she “cannot comment 
any further than what the 
statement says.”

Wilson said he did not play 
a role in crafting the language 
in response to questions 
that started surfacing on the 

morning of March 18 about 
the National Review article. 
Wilson said he reached out 
to the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office and city 
manager to learn more about 
the disposition.

He said he then directed 
the city’s communi-
cations department 
to work with the 
Alexandria Police 
Department and 
Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office to 
put together a press 
release to “put as 
much information 
as we possibly could 
out to the public.”

Wilson origi-
nally posted the city state-
ment to his social media pages 
with the word “acquittal,” 
and later revised the state-
ment to use the correct juve-
nile terminology. Wilson did 
acknowledge the difference in 
terminology between juvenile 
and adult court. 

“Everyone was trying to 
figure out what we could put 
out given the circumstances, 
and they worked to put out as 
much as they possibly could,” 
Wilson said. “My understand-
ing is that because [Porter] 
was tied up in court that day, 
and [his office] generally 
[doesn’t] feel like they should 
issue statements about state-
ments after their conclusion 
… they left it to police and 
communications folks to craft 
the statement and put it out.”

The statement’s release 
has some residents question-
ing whether city employ-
ees who were not eligible to 
receive details about a trial 
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BRYAN
PORTER

I did not write the City’s press release, I 
did not review it prior to its release, and I did 

not approve its release. I did not see the release 
until that evening, after I returned from court.”

– Bryan Porter, 
Commonwealth's Attorney

Everyone was trying to figure out 
what we could put out given the 

circumstances, and they worked to put 
out as much as they possibly could.”

– Justin Wilson,  
mayor
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involving a juvenile inappro-
priately received and released 
that information in their rush 
to respond to the National 
Review article.

Community members 
have taken to social media 
to express frustrations that 
the city statement makes 
the victim look like a “liar.” 
Others asserted that only APD 
and the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office should have 
had access to the verdict and 
the authority to release details 
about the case, including the 
outcome, to the public.

One anonymous resident, 

who will be referred to as Joe, 
expressed frustrations that, in 
their belief, Wilson “believes 
that anything that happens 
in the city is his responsibility 
personally and that he needs 
to get out in front, he needs 
to comment, he needs to say, 
‘Well I’m in charge, and every-
thing is okay, and we took care 
of it.’”

“The problem with that 
is that he has zero jurisdic-
tion over ACPS,” Joe said. “ … 
His job as mayor is to run the 
meetings, to sign certain very 
official city documents and to 
represent the city in ceremo-
nial activity. That’s it.” 

Virginia Code § 16.1 – 301 

states that juvenile records 
“shall not be open to public 
inspection nor their contents 
disclosed to the public unless 
a juvenile 14 years of age or 
older is charged with a violent 
felony.”

While Freedom of Infor-
mation Act documents 
obtained by National Review 
for its article, and subse-
quently separately obtained 
by the Alexandria Times, 
reference an attack by multi-
ple students on one student 
on Oct. 6, 2021, only one 
student wound up being 
charged. In January after an 
investigation by APD, the 
single student was charged 

with three violent felonies: 
aggravated sexual battery, 
rape and forcible sodomy.

According to section B, 
the police chief may disclose 
to the school prin-
cipal that a juve-
nile is a suspect in 
or charged with a 
violent felony “for 
the protection of the 
juvenile, his fellow 
students and school 
personnel,” and the 
principal may in 
turn use discretion 
in providing infor-
mation to a threat assessment 
team established by the local 
school division. 

The threat assessment 
team is barred from sharing 
information about the juve-
nile to the public, yet School 
Board Chair Meagan Alder-
ton forwarded the entire City 
Council an email the board 
received from superintendent 
Dr. Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. 
on Oct. 6, 2021. 

The email stated, “FYI 
there is a potential sexual 
assault of a student by other 
students this afternoon at MH. 
The student has been taken 

to the hospital and 
APD is working 
through [an] inves-
tigation. No more 
details at this time.”

Wilson said that 
email was the last 
he heard about the 
assault until the 
article came out, 
and that he still 
does not know the 

details of the case. 
“I don’t know what was 

accused to have occurred. 
These are all facts that I can’t 
be privy to, so all I know is that 
the police department and 
the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney’s Office both thought seri-
ous crimes occurred and they 
charged it, from what I under-
stand, as such. And that’s all I 
know,” Wilson said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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JUSTIN
WILSON

The problem with that is that [Wilson] has zero 
jurisdiction over ACPS. … His job as mayor is to run 

the meetings, to sign certain very official city documents 
and to represent the city in ceremonial activity. That’s it.”

– Joe,  
anonymous resident
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around you.
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in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles 

of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for 

your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG 

5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE  
ALEX ANDRIA, VA 22311
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to hang out with him and take 
him out of the house, then of 
course I would [be violating] 
the judge’s order. But he never 
told me that, so I’m thinking 
that he’s out as a free man on 
bond, that he can do what he 
wants as long as he doesn’t get 
in trouble,” Nguyen told the 
Times last year.

According to the Washing-
ton Post, Nguyen also claimed 
in court that he was unaware 
that Bouaichi, despite being 
on house arrest, had been 
arrested again in May 2020 in 
Maryland for driving under 
the influence. 

But Nguyen told the Alex-
andria Times otherwise. In 
an interview with the Times 
in October 2021, Nguyen said 
that Bouaichi called and told 
him about the arrest. 

“I don’t recall [when] 
exactly, but he called me and 
told me, ‘Yeah, I got arrested a 
month ago, blah blah blah, got 

a DUI in the Wendy’s parking 
lot, you know,’” Nguyen said. 
“And in my mind I’m like, ‘If 
he got arrested again or what-
ever, shouldn’t pretrial violate 
his condition and put him back 
in jail?’”

The Alexandria Sheriff’s 
Department was at the time 
responsible for pretrial condi-
tions. Former Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne did not respond to 
a Times request for comment 
about Nguyen’s assertion.

In October 2019, Bouaichi 
was arrested after Dominguez 
accused him of assaulting and 
raping her. In January 2020, a 
grand jury indicted him for five 
violent felonies: rape, sodomy, 
strangulation, malicious 
wounding and abduction with 
the intent to defile. Bouaic-
hi’s trial was originally set for 
March 30, 2020, but due to the 
pandemic, it was deferred to 
May 4. Following a 20-minute 
bond hearing on April 8, Judge 
Nolan B. Dawkins, who has 
since retired, ordered Bouaichi 

released without a GPS track-
ing bracelet after Bouaichi’s 
attorneys argued there was 
not enough evidence for him 
to be held in jail.

Bouaichi’s sister knew 
Nguyen was a bondsman and 
asked him to post the $25,000 
bond – $5,000 for each felony 
for which he had been indicted. 
Bouaichi was ordered to stay at 
his parents’ home in Green-
belt, Maryland. While Bouai-
chi was awaiting trial, Nguyen 
hired him to work at his kiosk 

in the Arundel Mills Mall and 
gave Bouaichi the key to his 
house while Nguyen went on 
vacation – with loaded hand-
guns hidden in the bathroom 
closet and permission to use 
his car.

Bouaichi used Nguyen’s 
gun and car on July 29, 2020, 
while Nguyen was out of town, 
to drive to Dominguez’ apart-
ment and kill her.

“My only bad judgment 
was to trust this individ-
ual,” Nguyen said in January, 
defending himself against the 
charge that he violated the 
recognizance he signed by 
helping Bouaichi violate the 
terms of his bond.

Magistrate Elizabeth 
Fuller reported Nguyen to the 
Virginia Department of Crimi-
nal Justice services for violating 
his oath. DCJS opened an inves-
tigation and revoked Nguy-
en’s license in September 2020. 
Fuller was later fired for speak-
ing with the Times about her 
decision to file the complaint.

Commonwealth’s attor-
ney Bryan Porter said he did 
not know what went into 
Sharp’s sentencing decision on 
Nguyen. 

“This was a very unusual 
case. I am not aware of any 
other criminal contempt cases 
in our court at least since I’ve 
been elected,” Porter said. 

However, Porter also noted 
that Nguyen’s conviction and 
subsequent sentencing was a 
step in the right direction.

“While this conviction in 
no way atones for the abso-
lute tragedy which occurred in 
this case, the defendant made 
a serious error for which he has 
rightly been held accountable. 
All officers of the court must 
understand that compliance 
with a court’s bond order is not 
optional, that signing court 
documents under oath means 
something, and that repeat-
edly allowing the egregious 
violation of an order of the 
court carries consequences.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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While this 

conviction in 
no way atones for the 
absolute tragedy which 
occurred in this case, 
the defendant made a 
serious error for which 
he has rightly been 
held accountable.”

– Bryan Porter, 
Commonwealth's Attorney

This month’s guest is Marion Brunken, executive 
director of local nonprofit Volunteer Alexandria.

Find us on Spotify, iTunes 

and Audible – or wherever you 

listen to your podcasts.
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Eco-City ideals clash 
with low resident 
participation in city 
initiative
BY MARK EATON

Alexandria’s stormwa-
ter utility fee was adopted to 
provide a dedicated funding 
source for existing storm-
water management and new 
capital projects to reduce 
sediment and nutrient – 
particularly nitrogen and 
phosphorous – pollution in 
the city’s streams, the Poto-
mac River and the Chesa-
peake Bay. The fee is part 
of the city’s Eco-City Clean 
Waterways Initiative. 

The SWU fee was contro-
versial when implemented 
four years ago and became 
even more so when the fee 
was subsequently doubled in 
2021 and residents learned 
that portions of its funds were 
being spent on city staff rather 
than directly on flood mitiga-
tion efforts.

According to the city, 
funds raised by the stormwa-

ter utility fee go toward: 
“street sweeping; leaf 

pickup; public stormwater 
infrastructure and separate 
storm sewer system; stormwa-
ter quality initiatives; compli-
ance with our MS4 stormwater 
permit; plan review; and our 
flood management program.” 

The SWU fee “creates a 
dedicated source of funding 
to meet long-term stormwa-
ter management needs with-
out competing for General 
Fund support” according to 
the city’s stormwater utility 
fee credit manual.

A less-noticed part of the 
SWU fee program provides 
fee reduction for city residents 
who fill out extensive paper-
work annually and show that 
they are complying with set 
eco-friendly requirements. 
Below is a look at how the fee 
is assessed, how the credit 
program works and how a 
well-intentioned program has 
run into issues with execu-
tion and resident buy-in. 

Assessing the SWU fee 

Homeowners pay the SWU 
fee according to the size of 
their properties. A billing unit, 
called an Equivalent Residen-
tial Unit, is established for each 
property. The fee is the prod-
uct of a property’s ERUs multi-
plied by the fee rate set by City 
Council to be effective each 
July 1. There are four ERUs: 
condos, .28 ERU; townhomes, 
.42 ERU; typical single-fam-
ily homes, 1 ERU and large 
single-family homes with an 
impervious area greater than 
2,800 feet, 1.67 ERU. 

The city says the SWU fee 
has increased to accelerate 
capital stormwater projects 
and maintenance to address 
flooding from more intense 
rains in the last three years. 
City Manager James Para-
jon proposed a 5% increase in 
the fee in his fiscal year 2023 
budget. Half the fee is billed 
twice a year, in May and Octo-
ber. The 2022 billing level fee 
is $280. The fee is proposed 
to increase to $294 and will, 
if the increase is adopted, be 
billed at that rate in October 

2022 and May 2023.
The fee for a large, 

single-family home in 2022 is 
$467.60. Conversely, the fee 
for a condo is $78.40, since the 
$280 fee is multiplied by .28 
ERUs. These numbers assume 
a constant base rate. If the 
fee base is increased for the 
FY2023 budget, then the Octo-
ber payment would be higher 
and the total fee paid in calen-
dar year 2022 slightly more.  

The SWU credit
In 2018, the first phase 

of the stormwater utility fee 
credit program was included 
in the development process for 
commercial projects. Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
Environmental Services 
Stormwater Division Chief 
Jesse Maines said that in 2019, 
“We went through a process 
of outreach to work with resi-
dential properties – most of 
those single family residential. 
… The second phase allowed 
single family residents to get a 
reduction in the fee, too.” 

Property owners can earn 
the SWU credit by imple-
menting any combination 
of measures described in a 
menu of stormwater manage-
ment practices. Each manage-
ment practice earns a specified 
percentage of the credit.

T&ES received 71 SWU 
credit applications in the Dec. 
1, 2021 to Feb. 15, 2022 appli-
cation period. Of these, 65 
were applications from resi-
dents. The 2021 to 2022 appli-
cations were concentrated in 
two management practices: 
the “No Fertilizer” pledge and 
the installation of one or more 
rain barrels. The management 
practices that involved actual 
physical property improve-
ments, such as conservation 
landscaping or the installa-
tion of permeable pavement, 
were implemented by a much 
smaller number of applicants.

Potential benefits
Kathie Hoekstra, chair 

of the Environmental Policy 
Commission, points out that 

the SWU credit will not offset 
a homeowner’s entire annual 
stormwater utility fee, but only 
up to 30% of the total annual 
fee. Both new and existing 
stormwater practices can qual-
ify for the credit.

Accordingly, assuming 
adoption of the proposed $294 
stormwater utility fee, an 
owner of a single ERU property 
can attain a maximum credit 
of 30% of the fee, or $88. 

Because all of the city’s 
stormwater runoff drains into 
one or more of its streams, 
such as Taylor Run and Timber 
Branch, many property owners 
install stormwater mitigation 
measures to aid with Alex-
andria’s significant flooding 
problem or from a sense of 
environmental responsibility 
to local streams, the Potomac 
River and the Chesapeake Bay.

The application process
Applicants for the SWU fee 

credit are required to furnish 
evidence – growing season 
photographs – that must be 
taken months before the Dec. 
1 to Feb. 15 application period.  

Maines explained that the 
requirement for growing-sea-
son photographs for the SWU 
credit is compelled by the 
timing of the issuance of real 
estate tax bills that include 
the stormwater utility fee. 
The first tax bills go out in 
mid-May. 

Maines acknowledged the 
disconnect between the appli-
cation period and the require-
ment for growing season 
pictures. He said that resi-
dents who can show that miti-
gation measures exist from a 
prior SWU credit application, 
such as conservation land-
scaping, will be evaluated on a 
case-by-case basis.

 “Let’s check that last 
application. … If we can go 
out there and look and say, ‘It 
looks like that is just dormant 
because it’s in the winter,’ a 
fee reduction will probably be 
provided,” Maines said. 

Stormwater fee reduction  
program receives mixed reviews

SEE STORMWATER | 10

 PHOTO/MARK EATON
The city is considering increasing the stormwater utility fee from $280 per pay period to $290 per pay 
period.
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A first-time applica-
tion that requires growing 
season pictures, for example, 
for a conservation garden, is 
required to wait until the next 
application period.

Maines said that the option 
of simply sending checks to 
property owners, which would 
allow the application window 
to be moved or extended, was 
rejected because of a desire to 
use the real estate tax billing 
system already in place.

“If you go and you cut a 
new check for things, then the 
checks have to be cut and it’s 
something separate from a 
system that we already had in 

place, so that’s why we decided 
to put it [the credit] on the real 
estate bill,” Maines said.

Maines said that six appli-
cations have been rejected 
since the SWU credit program 
was launched.

“I believe everyone can 
play a role to protect our envi-
ronment in Alexandria and 
this program is set up to give 
residents that opportunity,” 
Maines said.

Limited participation 
T&ES does not publish 

participation rates for the 
SWU credit, but simple calcu-
lations show it’s miniscule. 
Maines said that the partici-
pation rate is “about right on 

line” with other communities. 
Alexandria’s June 30, 2021, 

Annual Comprehensive Finan-
cial Report states that the city 
contains 23,190 single-fam-
ily residences, of which 9,142 
are detached homes; 5,863 
are semi-detached; 6,714 are 
rowhouses; and 1,471 are 
condo townhouses. Even if 
SWU credit participation is 
measured solely by completely 
detached residences, of which 
there are 9,142, the uptake 
rate is .77, or less than 1%, if 
the 71 total applications in the 
Dec. 2021 to Feb. 2022 appli-
cation period are calculated 
as a percentage of detached 
single-family homes.  

SWU credit perceptions 
While some residents have 

bought into the SWU credit 
program, other residents said they 
find it largely a waste of time.

Mitigation practices, such 
as a vegetated green roof, can 
be expensive. Some home-
owners are frustrated by a 
perceived imbalance between 
cost and effort versus the 
potential reward.

“As a data point for your 
program implementation, 
we spent at least 7 hours 
reviewing the program rules, 
gathering information, and 
preparing/formatting this 
21-page application packet – 
that is in addition to the thou-
sands of dollars and hours of 
time we spent actually install-
ing the best management 

practices. How many people 
are going to do this for a $42/
year credit? ... The City needs 
to be more realistic about how 
much effort homeowners who 
actually implement best prac-
tices are forced to expend,” 
one SWU credit applicant said 
in a message to T&ES.

Another homeowner who 
applied for the credit in 2019 
and 2020 said, “The city’s 
[SWU Credit] program is 
laughable and insulting.”

Erin Winograd, a member 
of the Environmental Coun-
cil of Alexandria, supports 
stormwater best practices but 
said the SWU credit was not 
worth the effort and that many 
residents already implement 
eco-conscious measures.

“The annual relief was 
teeny compared to the hours 
of effort and the cost I would 
incur to implement one of 
the approved mitigation 
actions. Then there was the 
matter of the annual recertifi-
cation by the city. It just wasn’t 
worth it,” Winograd said. 

Other residents point 
to what appear to be more 
impactful stormwater manage-
ment programs in other 
jurisdictions.  For example, 
Montgomery County’s Rain-
scapes program offers rebates 
for environmental mitigation 
measures of up to $7,500 resi-
dential properties and up to 
$20,000 for commercial and 
multi-family properties.

Alexandria also has 

another f lood-related 
program, its flood mitigation 
grant program, which began 
its pilot phase in August 2021. 
The program provides reim-
bursement of up to $5,000 to 
private property owners who 
install eligible flood mitigation 
measures on their property. 
This program has received 
more than 175 applicants and 
reimbursed residents about 
$300,000, according to a recent 
newsletter from the city. 

Maines defended the SWU 
credit and declared it a success.

“It’s a really good way to 
have the city and the residents 
working together. It’s a way for 
them [residents] to reduce the 
fee. It’s also a way for them 
to partner with the city in 
protecting our local streams, 
the Potomac and the Ches-
apeake Bay and also to help 
reduce flooding. There are 
quite a few folks [who] partic-
ipate in it,” Maines said.  

A Rosemont homeowner, 
Jeff Cukr, has applied for the 
credit every year since its 
inception.

“I have always been filing 
for credit for my buried cistern 
and the permeable pavements 
I put in. I have other mitiga-
tion practices, but these two 
are enough to get me the max. 
It has been very easy for me 
to work with the city to get 
the credit. They [the T&ES 
staff] were very helpful when 
needed,” Cukr said.

-aboutalexandria@gmail.com
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MANAGEMENT PRACTICE 2021-2022 APPLICANTS CREDIT % EARNED
No Fertilizer Pledge

Rain Barrel

Cistern

Conservation Landscaping
Mandatory Detention

Dry Well or Infiltration Practice

Rain Garden
Flow Thru Planter Box

Permeable Pavement
Vegetated Green Roof

36

31

4

6
2

4

2
2

3
3

3%

2% each (max of 4)

10%

10%
10%

15%

15%
15%

20%
20%
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The Bacon Brothers take the stage once again at the Birchmere on April 11 and 12. Actor Kevin Bacon and his 
brother, Emmy-winning composer Michael Bacon, have made a name for themselves in the Port City after more 
than a decade of shows at the Birchmere and other local performances. The Times chatted with Kevin and Mi-
chael about returning to the road after the pandemic, how they've stayed inspired over a nearly three-decade 
career and how their relationship as brothers and bandmates has evolved. Read the full story on page 13.
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The Harmonizers 
have been bringing 
barbershop music 
to Alexandria and 
beyond for almost 
75 years and show 
no sign of slowing 
down. Artistic Di-
rector Joe Cerutti 
and others shared 
their stories of the 
group and how it 
has evolved over 
the years. Page 25
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OPEN CALL
FOR RESIDENT ARTISTS
TORPEDO FACTORY ART CENTER

TORPEDOFACTORY.ORG/ARTOPPS
Solo & Group Applications Accepted
Application Deadline April 19, 2022

Jennifer Brewer Stone
Christopher Erney

 Alison Sigethy

Ahmed Ansari Diane Lietzau Rosemary Feit-Covey
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Local favorites The Bacon 
Brothers return to the 
Birchmere
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A
lexandria has played host to 
a lot of famous faces over the 
years, from George Washing-
ton to Dave Grohl, but it can 

add one degree of separation from 
Kevin Bacon to its claim to fame.

As The Bacon Brothers, Kevin, an 
award-winning actor known for his 
roles in “Footloose,” “Mystic River,” 
“Tremors” and “Apollo 13,” and his 
brother, Emmy-winning composer 
Michael Bacon, have made a habit of 
playing the Birchmere, Alexandria’s 
legendary music venue, for more than 
a decade. Between these perfor-
mances and a series of commu-
nity-focused events, the Bacon 
Brothers have forged a distinct 
connection with the Port City. They 
are set to return to the Birchmere 
on April 11 and 12 as part of their first 
tour since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The band’s history is intertwined 
with the Birchmere and Alexandria. 
Each show in the Birchmere chron-
icled their rise from “that guy from 
‘Footloose’ and his brother” to a full-
fledged headlining act.

“The first time we played in Birch-
mere, we just did one show, maybe 
we even opened for someone,” Kevin 
said in an interview with the Times. “… 
Then, eventually we headlined and we 
headlined two shows.”

“Besides the fact that it’s a great 
place to play because it’s a great 
listening room, it’s really perfect for 
us,” Kevin added. “You have a great 
sound system, you can play rock n’ 
roll, but you can also be in a room 
where people really want to hear the 
quiet stuff too.”

The band’s shows in Alexandria 
helped establish them as mainstays, 
which helps give both the brothers 
confidence that there will be some 
“repeat offenders” at their shows, 
Kevin joked.

“People will show up that already 
know the band, and that’s something 
that really helps because then you’re 
not walking up on stage with this job 
of having to convince people that you 

don’t suck just from the downbeat. It 
just kind of eases the pressure just a 
little bit,” Kevin said.

Aside from their performances 
at the Birchmere, The Bacon Broth-
ers have also made a name for them-
selves in Alexandria through a series 
of impromptu appearances. They 
staged a pop-up show at Sugar Shack 
Donuts in 2015, and in 2017 belted out 
“Footloose” with former Police Chief 
Michael Brown at the Rock It Grill 
for an Alexandria Police Foundation 
fundraiser. The latter was an exten-
sion of Kevin’s work for a nonprofit 
he founded called SixDegrees, a play 
on the famous games involving the 
actor’s prolific career.

“I think the thing I like about it is it’s 
spontaneous. People are surprised 
and it’s really fun to play unplugged 
live with the band,” Michael said of 
these community performances. “It’s 
one of my favorite things to do. You 
don’t have a P.A. system. You don’t 
have inner ears in your ears. You’re 
just listening and playing together, 
and people are really appreciative.”

Kevin and Michael have been play-
ing together since they were children. 
They grew up in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania in a family of six children and 
were encouraged to express them-
selves artistically. Kevin wasn’t even 
the first Bacon sibling that Michael 
played music with; he played in a 
band with his sister in high school.

Years later, in 1995, as Michael 
was working on his music career and 
Kevin was skyrocketing to stardom 
on the fumes of a blockbuster career 
in Hollywood, the two began writ-
ing a few songs together. After hear-
ing their music, a childhood friend 
reached out and helped them secure 
a gig at Philadelphia’s Theatre of 
Living Arts under the name The Bacon 
Brothers.

Ever since, Kevin and Michael have 
been making music, as committed 
to the art of songwriting as they are 
to the life of the road warrior. They 
released their first album, “Forosoco” 
in 1997 and seven more full-length 
albums since then, including 2020’s 
“The Way We Love.” They have also 
made a name for themselves on the 
road, playing shows in venues across 
the world, from Germany to Japan, 

"You have a band and 
you’re writing songs, 
you just hope that 
someday you write a 
song that everybody 
loves and [can’t] get 
enough of."

 
-Michael Bacon

PHOTO/JEFF FASANO
BACON 
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and Carnegie Hall to The 
Grand Ole Opry.

Along the way, The Bacon 
Brothers have picked up a 
motley crew of long-time 
bandmates. Most members 
of the band have been play-
ing with Kevin and Michael 
since the band formed in 
1995. Bassist Paul Guzzone 
and drummer Frank Vilardi 
have been around since day 
one. Tim Quick, the band’s 
lead guitarist and mandolin 
player, the newcomer, joined 
in 2018.

In reflecting back on the 
band’s nearly three-decade 
career, Michael marveled 
at the fact that The Bacon 
Brothers have managed to 
survive as long as they have 
without a major breakout hit.

“There aren’t too many 
bands that have been 
together as long as we have 
that aren’t really still existing 
based on some enormous 
success that they had a long 
time ago,” Michael said. “… 
We sort of approached it 
from a completely different 

direction, which is trying to 
make the shows really good 
so that word gets out that 
we actually can play and 
we’re not just movie stars. I 
think that makes us kind of 
unique.”

The band also refutes 
the long-held superstition 
that bands with brothers 
are doomed to fail. In fact, 
both Kevin and Michael said 
their creative partnership 
has strengthened their rela-
tionship both on and off the 
stage.

“I think that the main 
thing is that when you are in 
business with a close rela-
tive, there’s a level of trust 
you just don’t have with 
anybody else,” Michael said. 
“… My work is extremely soli-
tary. Some composers just 
really work by themselves 
except if they’re record-
ing a session or producing 
a session. So, it’s really nice 
to have a group of guys to 
hang out with, and it’s great 
to have my brother there as 
well.”

Influenced by The Beat-
les, Rolling Stones, Motown, 
Led Zeppelin, Philadelphia 
soul and 70s singer-song-
writers, The Bacon Broth-
ers don’t rely on elaborate 
compositions or flashy 
solos. They might swing 
from an acoustic number to 
a rip-roaring rock song to 
a relaxed, reggae-infused 
jam. But regardless of the 
style, the Bacon Brothers 
bring a refreshing no-frills 
approach to their music.

Michael brings his expe-
rience as a multi-instrumen-
talist to bear, hopping on the 
cello and, in this recent tour, 
his autoharp. But more often 
than not, The Bacon Broth-
ers rely on the strength of 
well-written songs played 
earnestly by a band of 
well-traveled troubadours 
who have spent decades on 
the road together.

Kevin’s melodic rasp 
works just as well with an 
acoustic folk ballad as it 
does with a retro rocker. 
Meanwhile, Michael’s voice 
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The Bacon Brothers released 
their most recent full-length 
album, "The Way We Love," in 
2020, during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

PHOTO/JEFF 
FASANO

Kevin and 
Michael 
Bacon have 
been playing 
music to-
gether since 
they were 
children, but 
didn't offi-
cially form 
the Bacon 
Brothers 
until 1995 
when a 
friend 
booked 
them a 
gig in their 
hometown 
of Philadel-
phia.
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You write something and then you play it for your 
family, you play it for your wife, you play it for 

yourself and the dog, and then you want to play it out. 
You want to play it for people, and for me, that’s the thing 
that keeps it rolling.”

– Kevin Bacon

opens a portal to 1970s 
Nashville, where Michael 
honed his songwriting skills.

Despite nearly 30 years 
of touring together, Kevin 
and Michael talk about their 
music as energetically as if 
they were back in 1995. The 
art of songwriting and the 
catharsis of performance 
still fuel the brothers.

“You write something 
and then you play it for your 
family, you play it for your 
wife, you play it for yourself 
and the dog, and then you 
want to play it out,” Kevin 
said. “You want to play it for 
people, and for me, that’s 
the thing that keeps it 
rolling.”

Music also allows Kevin 
the opportunity to express 
himself in a different way 
than when he is tackling a 
role in film or television. 

“One of the big differ-
ences is I’m one of those 
people that when I act, I 
never think about trying to 
put some piece of me up 
there,” Kevin said. “I really 
want to lose myself in the 
character. Just given the 

fact that it is me – it’s my 
face, it’s my voice – there’s 
going to be pieces of me 
that come through: my 
emotional history, etcet-
era. … But when it comes to 
songs, it is a way to actually 
share a piece of you and in 
a different kind of way than 
acting. They are my words 
and my music, and that is 
terrifying in some ways but 
also, [on] the off chance that 
someone actually relates to 
it, extremely gratifying.”

The passion that both 
the brothers and their band-
mates have for their craft 
kept them busy during the 
pandemic. They released an 
album and served as judges 
in the American Songwriter 
Lyric Competition, played in 
The Grand Ole Opry’s trib-
ute for the 20th anniversary 
of Sept. 11 and produced 
six music videos. They 
also wrote and recorded a 
five-song EP that will be 
released this summer. 

Those songs have made 
their way into The Bacon 
Brothers’ set for this tour, 
which is also a chance to 
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 PHOTO/CHARLES CHESSLER
The Bacon Brothers plan to release a five-song EP 
this summer. All five songs have already made their 
way into the set for the band's current tour.
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play songs from their 2020 
album, “The Way We Love,” 
for live audiences. Return-
ing to the stage after so 
much time away is a bit 
anxiety-inducing, Kevin 
admitted.

“… We didn’t really do 
that much touring of that 
record, and then to add 
to that, we’re putting four 
new songs into the set, so 
there’s a lot of challenges 
to getting this show up and 
running, but we love chal-
lenges,” Kevin said. “Getting 
to play music and connect 
with people and hang with 
the band and just get out 
there is really exciting.”

But for both Kevin and 

Michael, the excitement of 
getting back out on tour 
trumps every other feeling. 
The world has changed, but 
the song remains the same 
for The Bacon Brothers, 
stalwarts of the road and 
stewards of song.

“I wanted to be a rock n’ 
roll star since I was about 
13, and I still want to and I 
never have been, but I’m 
still trying,” Michael joked. 
“… I think you have a band 
and you’re writing songs, 
you just hope that someday 
you write a song that every-
body loves and [can’t] get 
enough of. We’re still wait-
ing, but we’ll get there.” 
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO

After playing 
together for 
nearly 30 
years, Kevin 
and Michael 
Bacon have 
no plans to 
slow down.
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Dancer at Metropolitan 
School for the Arts takes 
center stage
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

C
arleigh Jones is a mover and 
a shaker. Literally.

At first blush, Jones, 
16, looks like a typical high 

school sophomore, but when she 
hits the dance 
floor, some-
thing changes. 
Like Clark Kent 
ditching his 
glasses for a red 
cape, her phys-
icality becomes 
more assured, 
more confi-
dent, as she 
moves – and 
shakes – with 
the balance 
and poise of 
a dancer far 

beyond her years.
Jones is one of many dancers at 

the Metropolitan School for the Arts, 
an art school located in the Fairfax 
County part of Alexandria, but she 
has become a leader on the floor 
due to her skill, work ethic and drive. 
Since she started dancing at MSA at 
3 years old, Jones has never looked 
back. In the 13 years she’s been danc-
ing, Jones said she has found not 
only a passion and creative outlet 
but a network of lifelong friends that 
has given her the confidence to take 
center stage.

“It sounds so cliché, but it really 
is just the escape from the outside 
reality of harsh life,” Jones said. 
“Dancing, especially around such 
an amazing group of people and the 
friendships I’ve made – I’ve grown up 
with all of these girls – we’re just all 
so supportive of each other. And it’s 
just that support system that makes 
it so easy to come back and so easy 
to dance and come do what we all 
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Carleigh Jones has been dancing at the 
Metropolitan School of the Arts since she 

was 3 years old. Now, at 16, she is a dance 
leader for several groups at the school.

PHOTO/METROPOLITAN SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

Shake it off
Jones 
recently 
performed 
in MSA’s 
Company 
Project.

PHOTO/CODY 
MELLO-KLEIN
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Jones leads 
her musical 
theater 
dance crew 
through 
a routine 
during class.

love to do.”
Stylisti-

cally, Jones has 
embraced the 
full spectrum 
of dance. Musi-
cal theater, tap, 
jazz, contempo-
rary ballet and 
hip hop: She is 
capable and will-
ing to learn from 
different styles, 
something MSA 
offers her the 

opportunity to do. Although 
Jones admitted she enjoys 
more contemporary forms 
of dance like hip hop and 
jazz – “That just matches my 
personality more I feel,” she 
said – she acknowledged 
that learning classic styles, 
such as ballet, is necessary 
for any dancer.

“It’s so important to 
stay in ballet class because 
that’s what brings the tech-
nique into the jazz class,” 
Jones said.

Improvement in dance 
is a game of slow, steady 
gains. It’s as much about 
listening to the body and 
knowing when to push 
beyond reasonable limits as 
it is about learning choreog-
raphy.

“The body is the instru-
ment of dance, and it’s so 
important to keep it healthy 
and happy, and stretching 

outside of class and push-
ing yourself to an appropri-
ate limit is very important,” 
Jones said. “That’s how you 
get better, but at the same 
time, pushing yourself too 
much could ultimately lead 
to an injury and you could 
be out for six weeks. So, it’s 
important to know your body 
and listen to it.”

Through 13 years of danc-
ing at MSA, Jones has fine-
tuned her instrument, and 
it shows. During one Satur-
day morning music theater 
dance class, Jones led her 
fellow students through 
an 80s-themed routine. 
Strutting and sliding her 
way across the dance floor, 
Jones executed the routine 
flawlessly, while finding 
moments to improvise and 
add to the routine, molding 
it into something dynamic 
and new.

“She’s so respected 
because she just knows 
everything. She remembers 
everything. She’s been like 
that her whole life,” Sarah 
Hart, a co-executive direc-
tor and teacher at MSA, said.

But Jones has not always 
been the confident dancer 
she is today, according to 
Hart. Like many teenag-
ers, Jones’ self-confidence 
came with time – and plenty 
of pirouettes.

“A lot of times you find 

dancers are type A person-
alities because they’re so 
structured from the very 
beginning. They’re very 
disciplined. A lot of times 
with Carleigh, I’m like, ‘Just 
trust what you’re doing, and 
enjoy it a bit more,’” Hart 
said.

Drive has never been 
an issue for Jones. MSA 
has three different dance 
groups in which students 
can perform: the hip hop, jazz 
and commercial dance-fo-
cused iMpulse, the Metro-
politan Youth Tap Ensemble 
and the Metropolitan Youth 
Ballet. Jones dances in two 
out of three, iMpulse and 
MYTE, which requires a lot 
of work during MSA’s spring-
themed Company Project. 

Throughout the year, 
MSA puts on several perfor-
mances for parents and 
community members, 
including a few holiday 
shows and the Company 
Project and Spring Produc-
tion in the spring. This 

year’s theme was “connec-
tion,” timed to coincide with 
a return to full in-person 
operations at the school 
after a tough adjustment 
during the pandemic. 

For the students and 
teachers at MSA, the 
Company Project was an 
emotional performance 
after an unsettling few years 
for the school. Unlike many 
students, Jones has a small 
dance studio at her house, 
which proved to be a boon 
when MSA went all-virtual 
for more than a year.

Students would take 
classes on Zoom, and they 
returned to half capacity 
in the studios by Septem-
ber 2021. While paint-
ers, sculptors and even 
some musicians are used 
to being isolated during 
the creative process, the 
sudden separation Jones 
felt with her fellow danc-
ers was immense. Suddenly, 
the support system that she 
had taken for granted was 
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mostly no longer 
there.

It helped that 
this support 
system includes 
not only her 
dance family but 
her flesh and 
blood family. 
Jones’ mother 
is a produc-
tion manager 
at MSA and her 
father helps 
build sets for 
performances. 
Meanwhile, 
Jones’ older 
sister, Danielle, 
has been danc-
ing at MSA since 
she was 3 years 
old as well, and 
the two sisters 
have been danc-
ing together for 
years.

Now a senior, 
Danielle will soon 
be graduating 
from the dance 
floor at MSA, 
leaving Jones on 
her own for the 
first time since 
she started at 
the school. Jones 
said dance, 
especially during 
the pandemic, 
has given her the 
opportunity to 
develop a rela-
tionship with her 
sister that she 
never would have 
had otherwise.

“She just 
inspires me to 
keep on danc-
ing and keep 
remembering 
why I started and 
how much I love 
it,” Jones said. “I 
think that’s why 
I’ve stuck with 
it for so long – 
because she’s 
helped me spark 
that interest 
every year I come 
back.”

Scattered to their own 
personal bubbles, some 
students drifted away from 
MSA. According to Hart, 
enrollment at the school 
dropped from 850 students 
pre-pandemic to about 600 
as of this year. For those 
who stuck around, dance 
and the arts became a life-
line at a time where many 
people felt directionless.

“Especially during the 
pandemic, for them to have 
something here that they 
could keep working toward 
was really helpful,” Hart 
said.

The Company Proj-
ect was the first in-person 
performance Jones had 
performed in since the start 
of the pandemic, and it 
proved an emotional experi-
ence for everyone involved. 
The theme – connections – 
was not just a rose-tinted 
label slapped onto a perfor-
mance. It informed every 
aspect of the show.

“The pure joy I felt just 
being up on that stage 
again was unmatched. It 
was amazing,” Jones said. 
“I’m so excited to do Spring 
Production and be on that 
stage again because it 
makes all the hard work, 
all the dedication, all the 
commitment that you’ve 
made, it just makes all of it 
worth it.”

The next year will be a 
notable one for Jones. Her 
older sister will be gone 
from the dance floor and, 
as a junior, her hopes for 
the future will start to take 
form. She already aims to 
join a dance team in college. 
Beyond that, she has 
dreamed of being a Dallas 
Cowboys cheerleader ever 
since she met a former 
member of the squad at a 
dance intensive summer 
camp.

Regardless of where 
the future takes her, Jones 
knows dance will be at the 
center of her life. She still 
has more moves to make.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com 
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Little Theatre of Alexandria 
veteran finds purpose in 
performance
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

A
s the lights dim in The Little 
Theatre of Alexandria, the 
crowd hums with anticipa-
tion. The energy is palpable. 

They are all here to see a show, to 
relish the collective joy of live enter-
tainment.

Even if the venue is different, it’s 
the kind of moment most of us can 
relate to. But what about the people 
on or behind the stage? On the other 
side of that curtain is a squadron of 
storytellers working in concert to 
bring life to words on a page. For folks 
like Janice Rivera, who has been an 
actor and sound designer at LTA for 
15 years, the experience is genuinely 
addictive.

“That kind of electricity that 
happens with the actors on stage, 
that’s my soul food,” Rivera said. “I 
just love that. I love that we took all 
this energy and time and created 
something, and then it’s unique every 
single night.”

Rivera, who has performed at LTA 
and community theaters around the 
DMV, counts “Tommy,” “The Nance” 
and “Rumors” among her LTA credits 
since first stepping on the Alexan-
dria stage 15 years ago. Her vivacious 
work on stage is matched by her work 
backstage: She won an award for her 

sound design on LTA’s 2018 produc-
tion of “Dracula.”

However, the roots of Rivera’s 
love affair with the theater go back 
to her adolescence, when music and 
performance were an escape from 
“family issues” at home, she said. A 
gifted singer, Rivera first connected 
to musicals in sixth grade, but it 
was through her work on the middle 
school stage that she found a band 
of misfits just like her.

Her love for theater grew as she 
continued through middle and high 
school. When she thought about her 
future, she was certain she would be 
an actress, but her parents thought 
otherwise. They told her point blank 
that they would pay for her college 
education as long as she didn’t 
pursue a theater degree.

Despite her consternation, Rivera 
mostly listened to her parents. 
She attended Towson University 
in Towson, Maryland, majoring in 
mass communication – with a minor 
in theater. Although she originally 
thought she wanted to enter Holly-
wood, Rivera quickly discovered 
on-camera work was not for her.

“I hated being in front of the 
camera. I hated this lens staring at 
me. It felt very cold, very impersonal,” 
Rivera said. “I can perform in front of 
1,000 people on stage, but this just 
felt bad.”

Her degree also helped her get 
some experience working behind the 
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Rivera won 
a Watch 
Award for 
her sound 
design work 
on the Little 
Theatre of 
Alexandria’s 
“Dracula” in 
2018.

PHOTO/TRACI 
MEDLOCK/LOCK 
& COMPANY

Janice Rivera 
(center) in 
“Man of  
La Mancha.”



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  APRIL 7, 2022 | 21 

As a creative person, I am lucky that my career in real estate has provided the opportunity to combine my passion for art 
with the marketing of my listings. 

Thank you to Beverly Ryan, Marsha Staiger and Charlene Nield for allowing me to hang your fabulous work in my  
Art & Architecture events, and attending the opening receptions as my celebrity guests.

Art & Architecture
W I T H  L I S A  G R O O V E R

A S  A  S U P P O RT E R  O F  T H E  A L E X A N D R I A  A RT  S C E N E ,  
I am thrilled to feature the works of these amazing local artists in my own home:

Marsha Staiger • Beverly Ryan • Laura Edwards • Sheep Jones • Tory Cowles • Ann Barbieri
Susan Finsen • Jennifer Bernhard Hatfield • Carlos Beltran • Ramon Camarillo • Paula Wachsstock
Kathleen Callery • Craig Sterling • Fran Livaditis • Nancy Ramsey • Geri Gordon • Helen Sampson

Jennifer Duncan • Barbara Southworth • Sharon Frey • Karen Eide • Katie Burgess

REALTOR® | $15+ MILLION IN 2021 | NVAR Platinum Top Producer | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity 

Lisa Groover



22 | APRIL 7, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

camera, and she found that 
she enjoyed “the ability to 
tell stories electronically 
with media” in a way that 
differed from her perfor-
mances. After graduating, 
Rivera started to work in 
editing and began her career 
with United Way, which 
brought her to Alexandria. 
She worked on United Way’s 
television ad campaign with 
the National Football League 
and got a crash course in the 
many facets of production.

“We had a studio, so I had 
every job from script super-
visor to assistant editor,” 
Rivera said. “I just did it all, 
so I got a real taste of every-
thing, and I found that I loved 
post-production the best 
because that’s where you 
could really manipulate [the] 
story the best and do things 
with it.”

Rivera ended up working 
at United Way for five years 
in the mid-1980s before 
becoming a freelance editor, 
which she remains. She 
has edited political ads, 
music videos and training 
videos for nonprofits, but no 
matter where her career has 
taken her, she has remained 
involved with theater. Her 
community theater work has 
become almost like a part-
time job, with rehearsals in 
the evenings and perfor-
mances on the weekends. 

“I love working with espe-
cially community theater 
people because you meet 
people you would never 
meet. You could go to a 
million bars and you wouldn’t 
meet the kinds of people 
you do in theater,” Rivera 
said. “You’ve got lawyers, 
you’ve got teachers, you’ve 
got doctors, you’ve got 
everything, and you’re in all 
one show together. It’s kind 
of like a summer camp for 
adults.”

Rivera took a five-year 
hiatus from theater after 
she got married and had 
children, but the desire to 
return to the stage never 
left her. Although Rivera 
had performed in one LTA 
production in the 80s, she 
didn’t become a regular 
fixture in the local theater’s 
company of performers until 
after her five-year break. 

“It just sparked a 
renewed love because a 
little absence makes the 

heart grow fonder,” Rivera 
laughed.

In 2005, she made her 
return to the LTA stage in 
“Tommy,” the rock opera 
based on music from The 
Who. The show won the 
Watch Award for Outstand-
ing Production and 
stretched Rivera’s vocal 
cords in new directions. 

“When we struck the 
set that Sunday, I sat in the 
theater and cried for like 10 
minutes because, A, I was 
just sad it was over, but, B, 
I was so happy to be back 
where my soul is, which is in 
the theater,” Rivera said.

As an actor, Rivera fully 
embraces her characters, 
diving deep into the heart, 
mind and soul of whoever 
she is playing. Research 
has become one of Rive-
ra’s favorite parts of the 
process. Although the work 
does not always appear on 
stage, it informs her char-
acters in subtle ways – even 

when the performances are 
big – and helps her conjure 
something, or someone, real 
onstage.

“It’s not something the 
audience sees, but it’s part 
of what you bring,” Rivera 
said. “I like the research, I like 
experimenting, I like doing 
accents. Some of them fall 
on their face, but you just 
find the right thing, and then 
you trust. You trust that the 
director and other people 
are elevating you to do the 
best you can.”

The farther afield from 
her own personality a char-
acter is, the more enjoy-
ment Rivera gets from her 
performances, she said. 
That mindset has led Rivera 
in some unexpected direc-
tions. 

In the burlesque theater-
set play “The Nance,” Rivera 
played a stripper, a role that 
forced her to reveal herself, 
literally and figuratively, in 
ways that were both exciting 
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Janice Ri-
vera stands 
out in front 
of the Little 

Theatre 
of Alexan-

dria, where 
she has 

volunteered 
as an actor 
and sound 

designer for 
more than a 

decade.

That kind of electricity that happens with the 
actors on stage, that’s my soul food. I just love that. 

I love that we took all this energy and time and created 
something, and then it’s unique every single night.”

– Janice Rivera, actor/sound designer,  
Little Theatre of Alexandria

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/
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other. Will they live happily ever after? 
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and terrifying.
“I was working 

my ass off, liter-
ally,” Rivera said, 
breaking into 
a hearty laugh 
at the memory. 
“ … Getting on 
stage, I had to 
striptease – 
not something 
I thought I’d be 
able to do at my 
age. But also she 
had a really heavy 
New York accent 
and then she 
also pretended 
to have a Span-
ish accent – 
that one I can 
do because I’m 
Hispanic – and 

then her character was all 
out there.”

Rivera naturally exudes 
the kind of charm, self-con-
fidence and conversational 
enthusiasm of an extrovert, 
but her role in “The Nance” 
pushed those qualities to 

the extreme.
“I’m a little bit like that, 

but not in that particular 
way,” Rivera said. “So, it was 
scary when I was taking this 
on in a lot of ways, both phys-
ically and then creatively, 
but then it was also really 
freeing too. Literally, the 
metaphor of stripping was 
perfect for this because as 
an actor, I had to strip a lot of 
layers of my fears, whether 
it was body image or playing 
this character that is really 
outside my zone.”

When Rivera first 
returned to the stage, she 
thought acting would be the 
extent of her involvement 
at Alexandria’s commu-
nity theater. However, she 
found a new path after staff 
at LTA discovered she could 
edit reel-to-reel audio tape. 
The increasingly ambitious 
productions at LTA necessi-
tated more ambient sounds 
and music, and Rivera was 
one of the few people with 
the blend of technical and 

creative abilities to bring 
those soundscapes to life.

“Basically, when you’re 
a video editor, you’re a 
sound designer as well, 
adding music, adding sound 
effects to your video, so 
that seemed very natural to 

me,” Rivera said. “But then 
it brought an even bigger 
excitement because it was 
combining my theater love 
with my technical skills.”

The work of a sound 
designer for theatrical 
productions works best 
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in the Little 
Theatre of 
Alexandria’s 
production 
of “Rumors.”

Union    Square
Elegant, sophisticated  

accommodations. 
Contact Union Square at 

571.263.9805
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Union Square is a master stroke of creativity. A unique adaptive reuse space located in Historic 
Old Town. With a decidedly French influence, this stunning venue showcases a selection 

of original paintings, prints and surrealistic fashion images by internationally recognized 
photographer, Rodney Smith. 

 
Union Square offers guests a remarkably elegant space for the ultimate entertaining experience.

 
 
 

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique venues and on Wedding Wire.

204 South Royal St. | 571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com

The art of imagination

UnionSquare



24 | APRIL 7, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

when it blends 
seamlessly into 
the fabric of the 
play. Unlike Rive-
ra’s work as an 
actor, which is 
front, center 
and everywhere 
in between, her 
sound design 
functions as one 
brush stroke of 
a much larger 
canvas.

“Sound 
design, like light-
ing design, you’re 
experiencing 
it, but you’re 
not aware of it,” 
Rivera said. “… If 
there’s a back-
ground of some 

crickets or thunder or some-
thing, you’re not necessarily 
aware of that but it is creat-
ing so much of a response.”

As a sound designer, 
her first point of contact is 
the director. Rivera works 
closely with each director to 
understand their vision for 
the production. Some direc-
tors embrace collaboration 
and welcome others’ ideas, 
while some maintain tight 
control over every aspect 
of production. Rivera has 
to ride the director’s wave-
length in order to find the 
right choices for a particu-
lar play.

In the case of Rivera’s 
award-winning work on 
“Dracula,” she pitched the 
director on the idea of giving 
each character a theme 

that would play when they 
walked on stage. Her direc-
tor immediately gave her the 
go ahead, and she ended up 
combining her skills as an 
actor and sound maestro to 
bring it to life.

“This is not something 
many sound designers will 
do, but I would go to rehears-
als and watch because I’m a 
performer and I like to get 
the vibe of the performance, 
especially when I was doing 
something like that, trying 
to come up with a theme for 
their character,” Rivera said. 
“I would see how they’re 
acting it, not just something 
I had in my mind about how 
that character should be.”

Each production is differ-
ent and requires a differ-
ent stylistic approach, but 
the core of Rivera’s work is 
about finding sounds and 
pre-existing musical scores 
to fit each moment in the 
story. A wolf’s howl, a sword 
unsheathed or the chirp-
ing of crickets: They all help 
to accentuate the mood of 
a scene. Rivera amasses a 
library of sounds for each 
production, sometimes even 
marrying multiple sounds to 
create a completely custom 
piece of audio. 

Rivera said she remains 
most proud of her work on 
“Dracula,” where she built a 
sonic landscape designed 
to draw the audience into 
the dark, Gothic world of the 
central character.

“I had done a lot of things 
with surround sound going 

around the speakers. I just 
remember thinking that 
even if I hadn’t done the 
sound design, I would have 
noticed the sound design of 
this one,” Rivera said.

During the early days of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Rivera’s freelance work 
dried up and LTA canceled all 
its shows. Instead of sitting 
with a theater-shaped hole 
in her heart, Rivera found 
a way to keep her passion 
alive. She worked with Miss-
ing Link, an upstart podcast 
creator, to produce and edit 
Between Acts, a 14-episode 
series based around one 
act radio plays with volun-
teer actors. It kept her 
going through the toughest 
stretches of the pandemic, 
but it was no replacement 
for the stage.

Rivera said she feared 
the pandemic would spell 
doom for live theater, and 
while audiences have been 
slow to return, she remains 
heartened to see there is 
still an interest in communal 
experiences and live enter-
tainment.

“I think that even if it’s 
silent, there’s this bond 
that’s happening with 
everybody experienc-
ing those things together, 
whether it’s beauty, happi-
ness, sadness,” Rivera said. 
“That communal experience 
of a slice of somebody’s life 
or a slice of humanity, I think 
there’s something really 
powerful about that.”
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

I think that even if [the theater is] silent, there’s this bond 
that’s happening with everybody experiencing those things 

together, whether it’s beauty, happiness, sadness. That communal 
experience of a slice of somebody’s life or a slice of humanity, I 
think there’s something really powerful about that.”

– Janice Rivera, actor/sound designer,  
Little Theatre of Alexandria
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The Alexandria 
Harmonizers foster 
community through song
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

E
xperiencing an Alexandria 
Harmonizers rehearsal is like 
experiencing the burst of 
energy that comes after that 

first sip of morning coffee: invigorat-
ing, infectious and instant. Yet unlike 
coffee, this vigor is fueled not by 
caffeine, but by the voices of chorus 
members that slice through the air 
and the ebullient direction of conduc-
tor Joe Cerutti.

Wagging his hands with animated 
precision, Cerutti looks completely 
in his element as he leads a group of 
about 30 men in person – and several 
on Zoom – through the catalog of 
songs they will perform at the upcom-
ing Rappahannock Concert Series. 
They halt every so often to tighten 
a verse here or sharpen a key there, 
taking notes and making changes as 
they go. All the while, an engrossed 
audience watches eagerly. 

This scene is a typical Tues-
day evening at the Scottish Rite 
Temple, and it’s immediately easy 
to see why the barbershop men’s 
chorus has been around for nearly 75 
years. Almost entirely run by volun-
teers for the majority of that time, 
the Harmonizers have accumulated 
19 international medals, including 
four championship gold medals, and 
won the 2018 Greater Washington 
D.C. Area Choral Excellence Ovation 
Award for Best a Cappella Ensem-
ble. Most recently, after a successful 
financial year, the Harmonizers were 
able to hire a general manager for the 
first time in their history. 

Cerutti has served as the Harmo-
nizers’ artistic director since 2007, 
and many of the men have been 
members for even longer. Across the 
board, each person involved holds 
a deep reverence for a group that 
started as a mere seedling idea and, 
over the years, gradually transformed 
into a community staple. 

“The music certainly attracts you 
to it, but the people, the friendships, 
the fellowship that is created in the 
culture of barbershopping is some-
thing you just don’t find in other 

forms of singing,” Cerutti said.

Roots to branches
The Alexandria Harmonizers, more 

formally known as the Alexandria 
Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society, were officially founded on 
June 19, 1948.

Its conception, however, spans 
back to the winter of 1947, when Wash-
ington D.C. barbershop member Dean 
Snyder and Gene Barnwell, direc-
tor of the Alexandria Department of 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Activ-
ities at the time, met by chance at a 
bus stop in a bad rainstorm. Snyder 
offered Barnwell a ride, and the 
two immediately bonded over their 
shared love of music. Together, they 
rallied enough singers to eventually 
charter a new barbershop chapter in 
Alexandria, and with Barnwell’s help, 
the chapter came to be supported 
by the city’s parks and recreation 
department. 

The originally nameless chorus 
was referred to as the Alexan-
dria Harmonizers in a 1948 Alexan-
dria Gazette article to describe “the 
new group in town.” The name stuck, 
and so did the group. Although the 
Harmonizers began with 18 men, the 
minimum number required to receive 
a Society charter document signed 
by Society founder OC Cash, it 
quickly grew to around 60 members 
and hovered at that number for 
several years. 

Then, in the 1960s, the group grew 
at first to 100 and then 200, making 
it the largest in the Society. To date, 
more than 1,200 members have 
joined the chapter since its founding. 
Jack Pitzer, the Harmonizers’ histo-
rian who has been with the group 
since 1965, has directly seen the 
group change and expand. He’s worn 
many hats over the years, taking on 
various leadership roles and singing 
on the risers up until recently.

“I’ve been at all the jobs in the 
chapter at one point in time, it seems 
like,” Pitzer said. 

Pitzer summed up the progres-
sion he’s witnessed as “very excit-
ing.”

“Our chapter has grown from a 
small group of guys that assembled 
at a small temple at Durant Recre-
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Striking the 
right chord

COURTESY  
PHOTO

The  
Alexandria 

Harmonizers 
performing 
in 2014 at 

the 70th 
Anniversary 
of D-Day in 
Normandy, 

France.
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ation Center on 
North Cameron 
Street in 1948, 
to winning 
the national 
competition for 
choruses four 
times with [more 
than] 100 guys,” 
Pitzer said.

Several men 
have become 
district pres-
idents, board 
members, Soci-
ety presidents 
and certified 
judges. Through-
out the years, 
the Harmoniz-
ers have built 
up an impres-
sive roster of 
performances, 
including at the 
Kennedy Center, 
Carnegie Hall, 
the Supreme 
Court, the Great 
Wall of China and 
in Normandy for 
the 70th anniver-
sary of D-Day. 

The chorus 
has collab-
orated with 
Harry Connick 
Jr. and Kristin 
Chenoweth and 
performed for 
the Obamas. It 
has also rubbed 

elbows with astronaut John 
Glenn, who took the Harmo-
nizers’ album into outer 
space with him, making 
the group the first and only 
barbershop chorus to orbit 
the Earth.

While many factors can 
be attributed to the Harmo-
nizers’ growth and accom-
plishments, Pitzer points 
specifically to leadership, 
administration and ambition 
as key ingredients. 

“We do attract young 
men who like to sing well 
and like good music, who 
put on fantastic shows. We 
have a reputation within 
the Barbershop Harmony 
Society of being admin-
istratively strong, singing 
well and having a fantastic 
visual performance as well 
as a musical part,” Pitzer 
said. “We’ve grown, but we 
continue to grow.”

Brian Lynch, public rela-
tions manager with the 
Barbershop Harmony Soci-
ety, which was founded in 
1938, attributed the group’s 
success to various leaders 
throughout the years, many 
of whom were integral not 
only to the group itself but 
to the society as a whole. 
He pointed to the 1980s and 
90s as the peak years during 
which the Harmonizers were 
almost predominately inter-
nally focused and winning 

award after award. 
“This is one of the 

premiere barbershop chap-
ters in the nation. They have, 
across 70 years, contributed 
world champion choruses, 
world champion quartets, 
international presidents, 
visionaries,” Lynch said. “It 
sounds like I’m laying it on 
thick, but this is one of the 
most storied, accomplished 
barbershop groups in our 
history.”

Inside out 
When Cerutti became 

artistic director in Janu-
ary 2007, he was a wide-
eyed 25-year-old with a list 
of goals – many of them 
revolving around continu-
ing to compete and score 
as high as possible within 
the barbershop circuit. The 
hope, he said, was to excel 
internally and potentially 
secure a fifth gold medal for 
the chorus. 

But several years ago, 
something changed inter-
nally. The Harmonizers real-
ized they were bringing the 
largest chorus and high-
est quality performances 
out of the community, so 
they decided to make some 
changes. 

“Over the years, that 
goal has shifted signifi-
cantly from our focus being 
to excel in our little barber-
shop bubble that we thrive 
in to, now, our focus for the 
last five to seven years or so 
has been to better connect 
with our community,” Cerutti 
said. 

Lynch called attention 
to the Harmonizers’ growth 
and maturity as an organiza-
tion, claiming that the group 
is only about one of five in 
the nation that serves as a 
model of a successful arts 
organization and arts pres-
ence. He said that the shift 
in focus from internal fame 
to community outreach is 
just as significant, only in 
another way.  

“That kind of fame is 
fleeting, in a way. What 

they’re doing as an organiza-
tion now is so much broader,” 
Lynch said. “If you win a gold 
medal in the barbershop 
organization, barbershop-
pers know that and nobody 
else does. But when you 
become a force in the arts 
community in D.C., you’re 
making a completely differ-
ent kind of impact.”

These days, the Harmo-
nizers often perform in the 
Alexandria community, sing-
ing in places like Market 
Square, various retirement 
villages, the George Wash-
ington Masonic National 
Memorial and Fort Ward 
Park. This summer, the group 
is slated to perform at Lee 
District Park as part of the 
Fairfax County Park Author-
ity Summer Concert Series. 

But progress requires 
hard work, and Cerutti said 
that transcending the past 
70 years by shifting the 
focus from internal work to 
community outreach has 
been a difficult but worth-
while challenge. The tran-
sition has included fewer 
of the Harmonizers singing 
on stage to the audience 
and more opportunities for 
singing together. The group 
has curated one-off events 
for community members 
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Since 2007, 
artistic 
director Joe 
Cerutti has 
helmed the 
chorus with 
his leader-
ship and 
exuberant 
energy.

[The Harmo-
nizers] are 

unswerving and 
steadfast in 
their devotion 
to barbershop 
harmony, and 
they have a lot 
greater breadth 
from that too.” 

– Brian Lynch, public 
relations manager, 

Barbershop Harmony Society
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to participate 
in, regardless 
of whether or 
not they are a 
member or have 
attended prior 
rehearsals.

“[We’ve 
created events] 
where we’ll facil-
itate singing for 
a night, whether 
you can match 
pitch, whether 
you want to 
commit to doing 
it on a weekly 
basis, but there 
are people in our 
community who 
need what we 
specialize in and 
we need to lower 
the barrier of 
entry for them to 
actually partici-
pate and engage 
in those sorts of 
things,” Cerutti 
said. 

Cerutti also noted that 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
played a significant role in 
solidifying the shift toward 
community engagement, 
because it forced the group 
to relinquish its old perfor-
mance identity. Staying at 
home meant more virtual 
performances, in which the 
Harmonizers performed 
various holiday medleys and 
collaborated with a Seat-
tle chorus in an event called 
“Coast to Coast.” 

The Harmonizers also 

learned to rely on the 
community to stay afloat 
financially, and the commu-
nity relied more on them for 
respite in what Cerutti called 
a “symbiotic relationship.”

“During the last two 
years, we said, ‘Hey, if we 
can’t exist as that primary 
identity that we’ve existed 
[as] for over 70 years as a 
performance ensemble, we 
have to pivot our identity,’” 
Cerutti said. “We decided 
to change that identity from 
being just a performance 
ensemble to becoming a 
community asset.”

Cerutti said that the 
objective during the 
pandemic was lifting up the 
community through song 
amid an extremely trying, 
uncertain period of time.

“Our job is to remind the 
community that we exist, 
not just as a performance 
ensemble but as a commu-
nity asset that specializes 
in the intrinsic benefits of 
singing together in harmony 
and that’s really something 
that everyone in our commu-
nity can and should benefit 
from,” Cerutti said.

Standing out, 
standing up 

The Alexandria Harmoniz-
ers, and barbershop music 
in general, is made up of 
four-part a cappella harmo-
nies: lead, tenor, baritone 
and bass. While many differ-
ent genres can be sung as 
barbershop music if styled 

correctly, Cerutti said the 
goal lately has been to sing 
songs that are recogniz-
able and relevant to connect 
better with audiences. 

For example, the chorus 
is currently planning for a 
fall performance filled with 
classics like “With a Little 
Help from My Friends” by the 
Beatles and “The Circle of 
Life” from “The Lion King.”

When it comes to weekly 
rehearsals, Executive Direc-
tor Randall Eliason said 
communication to members 
goes out in advance regard-
ing what the chorus will be 
rehearsing during any given 
week. Currently, the group 
is actively working on about 
10 to 12 songs. Every member 
has online recordings, or 
“learning tracks” of the 
music for men to learn their 
respective parts.  

“The goal is for the guys 
to be doing a lot of that work 
at home, studying the music, 
listening to the record-
ings, coming to rehearsal 
prepared to then really fine 
tune it under Joe’s direction,” 
Eliason said. “So, there’s a 
lot of preparation that takes 
place outside of rehearsal 
before the guys get ready to 
come on Tuesday night.” 

Although this descrip-
tion of preparation seems 
relatively standard for any 
singing group, it’s absorb-
ing the palpable energy of 
an in-person rehearsal that 
explains why the Harmoniz-
ers have been a mainstay 

for all these years. In Lynch’s 
eyes, what separates the 
Harmonizers from other 
groups is their combination 
of musical ability and ambi-
tious vision. 

“Musically, they’re more 
adventurous than many. 
They are unswerving and 
steadfast in their devotion 
to barbershop harmony, 
and they have a lot greater 
breadth from that too. 
[They’re] doing  ‘Ave Maria’ 
and [they’re] doing ‘42nd 
Street,’ ‘I Am Harvey Milk;’ 
they aggressively seek out 
a wide range of choral activ-
ity,” Lynch said. 

As rehearsal wraps up, 
chorus members mix and 
mingle with one another, the 
cacophony of sound altering 
from that of tight four-part 
harmonies to friends catch-
ing up with one another. 
Pitzer says that some of 
the guys plan on getting 
together for what’s known 
as “Afterglow,” wherein 
they all funnel into a home 
several chorus members 
bought, fondly referred to as 
the Harmo House, generally 
after rehearsals or perfor-
mances.

The house is full of 
refreshments, snacks and 
singing until after midnight. 

“Even after a two-and-
a-half-hour rehearsal?” 
an audience member asks 
Pitzer. 

“Yes, ma’am,” he replies 
without missing a beat.
-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Jack Pitzer, the 
Harmonizers' 

longtime histo-
rian, has been 
with the group 

since 1965.
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Three Harmo-
nizers sing a 

solo in prepa-
ration for their 
upcoming per-
formance with 
the Rappahan-

nock Concert 
Series.
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CALENDAR
APRIL 7

12TH ANNUAL MARCH150 
SPECIAL EXHIBITION AND 
ART SALE  March150, Target 
Gallery’s 12th annual special 
exhibition and art sale, returns 
with all proceeds going to 
support new exhibitions and 
programs at Target Gallery 
and Torpedo Factory Art 
Center. Enjoy a wide variety 
of art from local artists who 
donated the work on the 
gallery-provided 10x10 panels. 
The size and price makes the 
works ideal for collecting. This 
event lasts through April 10. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday 
Location: 105 N. Union St., 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
studio 2 
Information: https://
torpedofactory.org/
event/12th-annual-march150-
special-exhibition-and-art-
sale/

“EXPRESSION” GROUP 
SHOW Torpedo Factory 
Artists Associations’ Van 

Landingham Gallery presents 
“Expression,” a group show 
with member artists Nancy 
Ramsey, Jennifer Brewer 
Stone, Joyce Zipperer and 
Samantha Shelton. The gallery 
is offering original paintings, 
hand pulled prints, jewelry, 
metal sculpture, art cards and 
other small gifts. This show 
extends through April 10. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday 
Location: 105 N. Union St., 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
gallery 311 
Information: www.
torpedofactoryartists.com/
van-landingham-gallery 
 
“FORCES FLEETING” AT 
THE ATHENAEUM” Forces 
Fleeting” is a mixed-media 
exhibition of new works by 
artists Nikki Brugnoli and 
Anne C. Smith, in the first 
joint installation by the 
two longtime friends and 
collaborators. In very different 
ways, both women explore 
the transformative power of 
landscape, with Brugnoli’s 

gestural screenprint drawings 
on mylar and wood panels and 
Smith’s dark pencil drawings 
on stained linen. Each artist 
mines and abstracts the 
shapes they associate with 
the landscape of home, 
from Pittsburgh to Northern 
Virginia (Brugnoli) and 
Syracuse to Washington D.C. 
(Smith). This exhibition runs 
through April 17, with an artist 
talk scheduled for April 16 at 
2 p.m. 
Time: Noon to 4 p.m., Thursday 
through Sunday 
Location: 201 Prince St. 
Information: www.nvfaa.org

NIGHT OF ONE ACTS This 
night of one act plays features 
three previously un-produced 
works that won the Little 
Theatre of Alexandria One 
Act Competition this year. A 
collaboration between LTA 
and The Arlington Players, 
this series of performances 
features “Across a 
Crowded Room,” “Guinea 
Pig Apocalypse” and “Wild 
Horses.” Shows run through 

April 10. 
Time: April 8 and 9 at 8 p.m., 
April 10 at 3 p.m. 
Location: Thomas Jefferson 
Community Theatre, 125 S. Old 
Glebe Road, Arlington 22204 
Information: https://app.
arts-people.com/index.
php?ticketing=tap01 

APRIL 13

“BEHIND THE MASK” 
ART EXHIBITION AT THE 
PRINCIPLE GALLERY. Join 
Friends of Guest House as 
they kick off Spring2ACTion 
by showcasing original art 
created by their residents. 
Refreshments served. 
Donations accepted. 
Time: 6 to 8 p.m. 
Location: Principle Gallery, 
208 King St. 
Information: www.
principlegallery.com 

APRIL 23

LE DRIP: THE 
UNCONTAINABLE SAUCE 

OF BLACK ESSENCE 
Target Gallery presents a 
solo exhibition from 
artist Blu Murphy. The “LE 
DRIP” series is a fusion of high 
contrast forced perspective 
photography and abstract 
graffiti in color-encased, 
custom-painted vintage 
frames. The goal is to invoke 
appreciation and love for a 
subset of individuals who 
are often undervalued. The 
graffiti will spill off the frame 
and onto the gallery’s white 
walls, breaking down barriers, 
both visual and thematic, to 
celebrate and embrace Black 
culture. This exhibition runs 
from April 23 to July 17, with a 
reception on May 13 from 7 to 
10 p.m. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Wednesday through Sunday 
Location: 105 N. Union St., 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
studio 2 
Information: https://
torpedofactory.org/event/
le-drip-the-uncontainable-
sauce-of-black-essence/
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Knowing when and 
when not to interact 
with animals is key
BY GINA HARDTER

With spring in the air, 
you may be seeing a lot more 
of our wild neighbors: feath-
ered, furry, scaled and maybe 
even finned. But more animal 
interaction can lead to more 
creature concerns, so here are 
some tips from the Animal 
Welfare League of Alexandria 
on how to co-exist harmoni-
ously with Alexandria’s wild-
life.

Look but don’t touch.
We all know that animals 

and people are different, and 
that includes their child-rear-
ing habits. Mother animals, 
including squirrels, rabbits, 

birds and even deer, may 
leave their youngest babies 
unattended – but safe – as 
they gather food for the 
whole family. Baby animals 
thrive best in the care of their 
mother, so if you see an unat-
tended baby, don’t touch it. 
If you can, wait to see if its 
mother returns, or call the 
AWLA’s Animal Services team 
at 703-746-6000 for guid-
ance so we can help that baby 
reconnect with its mother. 

The difference is night 
and day.

You probably learned 
that many of our wild friends 
are nocturnal. Animals like 
raccoons, foxes and opossums 
may prefer the nighttime 
hours, but that doesn’t mean 
that something is wrong if you 

see them during the day. 
As animals become accli-

matized to our urban environ-
ment, they make new patterns 
that work for them and may 
find that being awake in the 
daytime, when the humans 
are out and about, gives 
them a better opportunity to 
access what’s most import-
ant: food, generally in the 
form of trash and leftovers. 
So don’t worry if you see Mr. 
Raccoon hanging around your 
patio during the day – but do 
double-check that your trash 
is securely closed if you don’t 
want to give him a free picnic. 

Don’t feed the bears (or 
anyone else).

Whether it’s intentional 
or inadvertent, never feed 
wildlife. Wild animals who 

become used to getting food 
from human sources may lose 
the skills it takes to find food 
in nature. Having easy access 
to non-natural food may 
prevent some animals from 
hibernating or traveling for 
the seasons, which can lead to 
dire circumstances when the 
weather turns. Animals who 
lose their natural trepidation 
of humans are more likely to 
be hurt or injured by domes-
tic animals and cars. Plus, a 
human diet isn’t healthy for 
animals, who have different 
nutritional needs.

You can prevent this by 
making sure your food trash is 
secured in hard-to-open trash 
cans, thoroughly cleaning up 
after barbecues and picnics 
and not leaving pet food 
outside where any animals 

can access it.

Mating season.
Spring is the season for 

romance, especially among 
our wild neighbors, and their 
courting habits can be a bit 
surprising. Different birds 
have a variety of “mating ritu-
als,” from dances to songs, and 
foxes communicate with each 
other via a human-sounding 
scream, often at night, which 
can be startling for  sleep-
ing humans. Other animals, 
including deer, fight it out 
between the males of the 
species, vying for the atten-
tion of the females. 

All of these mating activ-
ities, while perfectly natu-
ral, can be a bit unexpected 
for humans in the vicinity, 
so if you are concerned by 
behavior you are seeing from 

The dos and don’ts of local wildlife

FILE PHOTO
When it comes to local wildlife, the best advice is to look but not touch, especially if you see a baby wild animal.
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our Alexandria wildlife, call 
the AWLA’s Animal Services 
team.

Pet safety.
With all this amazing wild-

life out and about, you can bet 
Fido and Fluffy are going to 
be interested as well. While 
you should always supervise 
your outdoor pets, spring is a 
time when you should keep a 
special eye out, both to make 
sure they aren’t barging into 
the space of wild youngsters 
– and to make sure they aren’t 
coming across any of our 

bigger wild neighbors. 
Bonus tip: While outdoor 

pets should be using flea, tick 
and heartworm preventatives 
year-round in our Alexan-
dria climate, now’s the time 
to make sure those treatments 
are up to date, as the warmer 
weather and growing grasses 
make the perfect environment 
for these dangerous para-
sites. And check to make sure 
your pet’s rabies vaccinations 
are current in case they acci-
dentally do get up close and 
personal with one of our wild 
friends.

The AW LA’s Animal 
Services team is specially 

trained to help all different 
types of Virginia wildlife, and 
know when an animal is best 
left on its own. If you have any 
questions about local wild-
life or you think a wild animal 
might be injured or ill, contact 
our team for guidance at 
703-746-6000.

The writer is director of 
marketing and communications 

for the Animal Welfare 
League of Alexandria, 

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization supporting 
Alexandria and beyond. 

More information is available 
at AlexandriaAnimals.org.

Use these tips to scrub, 
declutter and disinfect 
your home
BY FAMILY FEATURES AND 

BEST PICK REPORTS

Spring is the perfect time 
to clear out unused items and 
give forgotten corners a good 
scrub. However, setting out 
to clean your entire house 
can be a challenging task that 
requires patience and organi-
zation. 

To help you reach every 
nook and cranny, consider this 
checklist.

Kitchen
As one of the most used 

rooms in the home, the 
kitchen builds up a lot of dirt 
and grime. If you cook regu-
larly, your kitchen is ground 
zero for all sorts of messes. In 
addition to wayward crumbs 
that could attract pests, you 
have to contend with bacte-
ria that can cause illness and 
accumulated grease.

Spring is an opportune 
time to deal with any issues 
you may have been putting off, 
including having major appli-
ances serviced. For example, 
if your fridge makes excessive 

noise or wavers in temperature 
or your oven heats unevenly, 
it’s important to have a home 
services professional take a 
look and provide an expert 
opinion that can save you 
money in the long run.

Spring cleaning isn’t just 
about washing – it’s also the 
perfect time to get rid of things 
you don’t need. In the case 
of your kitchen, that means 
taking a thorough inventory of 
the cabinets and pantry. 

Be sure to check expi-
ration dates on every pack-
age. While it may be ok to 
use some dry goods a short 
time past the printed “best 
by” date, you should get rid 
of anything that’s more than 
a year expired. This is also a 
perfect time to clear out items 
you’ll never eat, like gifted 
condiments or candies. You 
can donate anything non-per-
ishable that’s still within its 
“best by” date to your local 
food bank.

Bathroom 
Most people clean their 

bathrooms regularly since this 
room can pose serious bacte-
ria risks. However, your annual 
deep cleaning is the perfect 

time to address issues that 
aren’t visible to the naked eye 
or have fallen by the wayside.

Make sure to clear your 
pipes. Plumbing professionals 
recommend you get your pipes 
checked regularly to prevent 
clogs. Spring cleaning is a 
great opportunity to hire an 
expert to tackle slow-moving 
drains and give your plumb-
ing its annual checkup. This 
is especially important if you 
live in an area that reaches 
freezing temperatures, as your 
pipes may have been affected 
during the winter.

If you have hard water, 
you may notice a buildup of 
lime or mineral deposits in 
your shower or sink. There 
are several grime-fighting 
products you can pick up at 
the store to make your metal 
fixtures shine once more. For 
tougher stains, such as those 
under the toilet bowl lip, you 
can use gel or scrub with a 
pumice stick.

Closets 
For many people, the closet 

is a place to store items you 
don’t quite know what to do 

The ultimate spring cleaning checklist

FILE PHOTO
In spring, make sure to keep an eye out for wild animals while out 
on walks with your pet.
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with. In some cases, closet 
clutter can get so bad you may 
even forget things, only to be 
surprised when they resurface 
months or years later.

The spirit of spring clean-
ing may compel you to roll up 
your sleeves and start on proj-
ects you’ve been procrastinat-
ing tackling. Consider putting 
closet reorganization at the 
top of that list.

Before you can properly 
reorganize, you need to see 
what you have. Start by sepa-
rating items into piles:

• Warm weather clothes 
and accessories
• Cold weather clothes and 
accessories
• Clothes and accessories 
you haven’t worn for a year 
or more
To make room in your 

closet, donate items you no 
longer wear. If you have more 
clutter than you know what 
to do with, there are profes-

sional organizers who can help 
you sort items, designate stor-
age areas and label containers. 
They’re also skilled at nudg-
ing clients to be honest about 
whether it makes sense to keep 
a particular article of clothing 
or not.

When you’ve let go of 
possessions you aren’t actually 
using, you’re typically left with 
two piles. The first is items you 
can wear in current weather 
and the second is items appro-
priate for a different season.

You can store this season’s 
items in your closet and store 
winter clothes somewhere out 
of the way, such as under the 
bed, on high closet shelves or 
in outdoor storage. If you have 
the right tools, you can also 
vacuum seal seasonal items for 
additional space.

Forgotten spaces
Deep cleaning areas of 

your house you regularly use 
is great, but you also need to 
give some TLC to the spaces 

you rarely think about.
If you have an attic space, 

now is the time to go through 
any boxes and determine what 
you can part with. While you’re 
up there, be on the lookout 
for any signs that pests have 
made your attic their home, 
such as destroyed insulation, 
nesting or excrement. Be sure 
to call in a professional if you 
find any sign of pests.

Your basement also 
deserves similar treatment. In 
the subterranean areas, you’ll 
also want to keep an eye out 
for water damage. Basements 
are at risk of flooding, which 
can lead to mold and mildew. 
If you notice signs of mold, 
make sure to call a profes-
sional for safe removal.

Now is the time to get your 
spring cleaning checked off 
so you can enjoy the beau-
tiful weather. If you need a 
professional for any of these 
services or findings from your 
cleaning, check out bestpick-
reports.com and fivestarrated.

com for experts in your neigh-
borhood.

Disinfecting your house
With bacteria and viruses 

able to spread easily, it’s essen-
tial to disinfect your home to 
help you and your family stay 
healthy. While these steps can 
become part of your everyday 
routine, be sure to put some 
elbow grease into it during 
spring cleaning.

Make sure to wipe down 
frequently touched surfaces. 
While there’s no harm in 
sanitizing everything in your 

kitchen, the real threat is 
frequently touched surfaces. 
Make sure to give these 
common touch points a 
thorough wipe down: light 
switches, doorknobs and 
faucet handles.

Cleaning and disinfect-
ing are only as effective as 
the products you use. Not all 
household cleaning prod-
ucts are formulated to kill 
germs. To eliminate threats of 
illness, make sure your clean-
ing supplies contain one of the 
following: 70% alcohol, bleach 
or hydrogen peroxide.

 PHOTO/GETTY IMAGES
Reorganize closets to declutter and reconfigure your clothes to 
match what is needed for the season.
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HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

With Potomac River views 
from nearly every room plus 
a boat slip, 2 Wolfe St. offers 
a rare waterfront lifestyle 
opportunity in the heart of 
Old Town.

The flexible floor plan 
allows for a variety of enter-
taining and day-to-day life-
style options. There is plenty 
of room to host large groups, 

and the home is equally 
suited for intimate gather-
ings of just a few friends. 
Imagine weekend boat rides 
with friends and family, 
hosting dinner at home while 
enjoying the river views, 
strolling along the water-
front or enjoying dinner at 
one of dozens of neighboring 
restaurants. 

In the morning, wake 
up to sunrises, and in the 
evening, enjoy the view of 
the colorful lights and occa-
sional fireworks across the 
river at National Harbor.

A 35-foot boat slip, over-
sized two-car garage plus 
driveway for two additional 
cars, abundant storage, 
four fireplaces, wood-pan-

eled library and living room, 
top-of-the line sound system 
throughout and many 
more custom upgrades are 
included.

Enjoy Old Town living all 
in close proximity to Ronald 
Reagan National Airport, 
Amazon’s HQ2, The Capitol, 
White House and all Wash-
ington D.C. has to offer. 

Scenic river vistas in Old Town
Address:  

2 Wolfe St.  

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood:  

Harborside

Price: $3,995,000

Square feet: 4,685

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 3 full, 2 half

Year built: 1993

Contact:

Heather Corey

TTR Sotheby’s International 

Realty, Old Town

hcorey@ttrsir.com

ttrsir.com

703-989-1183

703-310-6800

PHOTO/TOWNSEND VISUALS
Left: 2 Wolfe St. features a covered veranda with Potomac River views.
Middle/Left: The home includes opportunities for entertaining and relaxing.
Right: Enjoy sunrises from almost every room.
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The tragic, baffling and infuriat-
ing murder saga of Karla Dominguez 
has taken another bizarre turn with 
the sentencing of former bondsman 
Man Nguyen to one year in jail with 
all but 30 days suspended for “good 
behavior.” The sentencing on March 
31 followed a Jan. 26 trial where 
Nguyen was found guilty of criminal 
contempt of court for his actions in 
the Dominguez murder case.

We have two questions: How 
could the sentence have been so 
light? And exactly when does Nguy-
en’s “good behavior” begin?

Did it begin when Nguyen, at the 
time a licensed bondsman, posted 
$25,000 and signed for the release 
of Ibrahim Bouaichi, a long-time 
acquaintance, despite his emphatic 
refusal to familiarize himself with 
the terms of that bond?

During his hearing before the 
Virginia Department of Criminal 
Justice Services in September 2020, 
Nguyen said he was not aware of the 
terms of Bouaichi’s release because 
he wrote 16 to 20 bonds a week and 
it was “not his job” to track, or appar-
ently be aware of, the terms of Bouai-
chi’s bond. Nguyen’s former boss, 
Dave Gamble, testified during Nguy-
en’s trial for criminal contempt of 
court on Jan. 26 that bondsmen are 
“not responsible for the behavior” of 
those they bail out of jail, but they 
are required to “know the conditions 
of the bond.”

Did it begin when Nguyen then 
actively helped Bouaichi violate the 
terms of his bond by meeting him in 
a park, employing him at his Kiosk in 
a nearby Maryland shopping mall or, 
unbelievably, giving Bouaichi access 
to his house, car and easily findable 
handguns and ammunition, which 
Bouaichi used while Nguyen was 
away on vacation to allegedly kill 
Dominguez and then himself?

In Nguyen’s criminal contempt of 
court trial, Judge Charles Sharp said 
that Nguyen was being tried for “seri-
ous malfeasance … almost on a daily 
basis.” At the hearing when Nguy-
en’s bondsman’s license was revoked, 
presiding officer Terry C. Frye said, “I 
believe that if a bondsman is acting 
in a competent manner, he cannot 

take affirmative steps to enable the 
Defendant to violate the terms of the 
bond, which the bondsman himself 
has signed off on.” 

Did it begin when Nguyen told 
the Times in an interview in October 
2021, of which we have a voice record-
ing, that he knew Bouaichi had been 
arrested for DUI while out on bond? 
Or when, according to the Washing-
ton Post, Nguyen testified during his 
contempt of court trial that he was 
unaware of Bouaichi’s arrest for DUI? 
Both statements, one in an interview 
and one under oath, can’t be true.

“I don’t recall [when] exactly, but 
he called me and told me, ‘Yeah, I 
got arrested a month ago, blah blah 
blah, got a DUI in the Wendy’s park-
ing lot, you know,’” Nguyen said to 
the Times. “And in my mind, I’m like, 
‘If he got arrested again or whatever, 
shouldn’t pretrial violate his condi-
tion and put him back in jail?’” 

Or did Nguyen’s good behavior 
begin when he repeatedly showed no 
remorse for his role in this sad saga, 
and repeatedly denied any culpabil-
ity while blaming others?

“My only bad judgment was 
to trust this individual,” Nguyen 
said in January, defending himself 
against the charge that he violated 
the recognizance he signed by help-
ing Bouaichi violate the terms of his 
bond. Former Magistrate Elizabeth 
Fuller told the Times that before she 
reported Nguyen to DCJS and he lost 
his bondsman’s license, he came 
into the office talking about his role 
in Bouaichi’s killing of Dominguez. 
“He was telling this officer about 
what happened and almost bragging 
about it. The officer said to me, ‘You 
will never believe what he just said to 
me,’” Fuller said. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan 
Porter, who to his credit did prose-
cute Nguyen for criminal contempt 
of court, told the Times that Nguy-
en’s conviction shows “the defendant 
made a serious error for which he has 
rightly been held accountable.”

Is 30 days in jail for “good behav-
ior” being held accountable? 

Karla Dominguez was a powerless 
victim who was failed by the system 
at every turn. Say her name.

What constitutes ‘good behavior’?

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
Alexandria in bloom! A redbud tree against a magnificent sky last Saturday.

‘Thank you’ in one’s own 
language opens doors
To the editor:

I love meeting people and learn-
ing about their cultures. Especially 
those who have immigrated to the 
United States. Alexandria is made up 
of residents from all over the world 
and you never know who you’ll meet 
next. 

That’s why I keep trying to learn 
how to say “thank you” in more 
languages. It opens doors, lowers 
shoulders and brings new, undiscov-
ered smiles, even over the phone.

And that’s what I do, I talk on the 
phone. I work as a case investigator 
for the Alexandria Health Depart-
ment. We contact people who receive 
a positive COVID-19 test result to 
provide guidance and assistance. Our 
phone calls can help you know what 
to do next to prevent the spread.

The other day, I called a person 
who tested positive a couple of 
months ago. This check in was to see 
if they needed support scheduling 
a COVID-19 vaccine now that they 
recovered from their illness. Yes, you 
need to be vaccinated even if you had 
COVID-19. This is your best protec-

tion to avoid reinfection.
The gentleman moved from 

Mongolia recently, I learned during 
the phone call. After verifying his 
identity, I offered him a “thank you” 
in Mongolian. He was willing to talk 
with me about how he was feeling 
and we discussed whether he needed 
help booking an appointment. A few 
days later, this Alexandrian and his 
girlfriend got their booster shots 
with a view, at the George Washing-
ton Masonic National Memorial. 

Often, when I speak to people 
who have been recently diagnosed 
with COVID-19, they are stressed out 
and frustrated. By offering a bit of 
humanity, sometimes in the form of 
someone’s native language, we can 
build some common ground and get 
through it together.

I hope that you never need my 
services as a case investigator. But if 
I do call because you had a positive 
test, thank you for answering. As a 
community, we can keep Alexandria 
healthy.

-Paul Mazzuca,
Alexandria

Your Views

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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Equity in education
BY MARK EATON

The administration of new Virginia Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin and some Virginia school 
systems, including Alexandria City Public 
Schools, have a significant disconnect about 
the meaning of the word “equity” and what it 
should mean in education. This disagreement 
is a bigger issue than mere semantics.

The Washington Post reported on March 
5 that the Youngkin administration 
eliminated the word “equity” from 
state government documents and 
programs. The phrases “resource 
equity” and “responsibility to 
advance racial, social and economic 
equity” have been removed and 
Virginia’s Equity Audit Tool – a 
method to make critical evaluations 
of systems and practices through an 
equity lens – has been shut down. 
The state’s Office of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion was renamed 
the Office of Diversity, Opportunity and Inclu-
sion.  

The Post reported, “But just as equity in the 
business world means having a financial stake 
in something, Republicans say equity in the 
policy world suggests reward. They [Repub-
licans] instead use the word equality, which 
from this point of view means everyone has an 
opportunity and success is up to the individual.”

“Equity has lost its traditional definition 
in the field of education,” Virginia Educa-
tion Secretary Aimee Guidera said in a writ-
ten statement. “Formerly, equity referred to 
the practice of providing equal access and 
opportunities to every learner. Increasingly, 
equity means that everyone achieves the 
same outcome.” However, everyone will never 
achieve the same outcome; life contains too 
many variables for that to happen.

In contrast with the Youngkin administra-
tion’s use of the word to mean equal access, 
attaining equity is a central ACPS goal. The 
ACPS 2020-2025: Strategic Plan: Equity for All 
states:

“Racial equity is when race does not 
determine quality of life, opportunities and 
outcomes. Our goal is to collectively remove 
barriers that prevent someone from achieving 
their aspirations and fully engaging in what-
ever they choose within ACPS’ educational 
experiences. ACPS places racial equity at the 
heart of everything it does due to the recog-

nition that the creation and perpetuation of 
racial inequities has been deeply rooted into 
school systems.”

ACPS’ concept of equity is also problem-
atic. If racial equity means that “race does not 
determine quality of life, opportunities and 
outcomes,” that leads to an unusual conclusion. 
It suggests that race can be a factor, just not the 
determining factor, in whether students are 1) 
“achieving their aspirations” and 2) accessing 

“ACPS’ educational experiences.” 
ACPS’ goal is to “collectively remove 
barriers” that prevent students from 
doing either of the above. The barri-
ers to be removed are not described. 

Thus, racial equity – which is “at 
the heart of everything [ACPS] does” 
– is not a clear concept. 

Something seems lost in the 
conversation about what “equity” 
means, or should mean, in educa-
tion. Too often “equity” is used 
to describe a hoped-for, settled or 

unchanging environment, for example, “when 
race does not determine the quality of life, 
opportunities and outcomes” or “when every-
one achieves the same outcome.”  

This misses the essential point that educa-
tion is a process. The crucial value should be 
fairness in the process, which means that 
different student needs must be addressed in 
different and effective ways. 

As Guidera said, it is not enough to provide 
“equal access and opportunities to every 
learner.” Some learners need more than what 
is provided to others. Schools must go the extra 
mile to provide those resources.

History shows that it is difficult to effec-
tively correct for a person’s bad luck or unfortu-
nate circumstances, but education, particularly 
by public schools, has been our best hope.  

The goal of our public schools should be to 
provide each student with that which maxi-
mizes his or her abilities and opportuni-
ties irrespective of what is provided to other 
students. That is true fairness and equity.

The writer is a former lawyer, member 
of the Alexandria School Board from 1997 

to 2006, and English teacher from 2007 
to 2021 at T.C. Williams High School, now 

Alexandria City High School. He can be 
reached at aboutalexandria@gmail.com and 
subscriptions to his newsletter are available 

free at https://aboutalexandria.substack.com/.

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

MARK
EATON

About Alexandria 
with Mark Eaton

Celebrating women 
year round
To the editor:

For the first time in history 
the United States has a woman 
vice president and female 
speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives. They were promi-
nently featured, sitting behind 
President Joe Biden during 
his recent State of the Union 
Address. In the address, Biden 
promised clean drinking water 
and high-speed internet, 
enabling families to be safe 
and parents to work from home 
and proposed cutting the cost 
of childcare in half, extending 
the child tax credit and urging 
Congress to pass the equal-
ity act, the paycheck fairness 
act, paid leave and raising the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour, 
all policies which will help 
more women succeed. 

President Biden also 
supports passage of the ERA 
by Congress and for putting 
it in the Constitution, which 
would give women equality in 
our constitution for the first 
time, empowering women to 
get equal pay and equal protec-
tion under the law from sexual 
harassment and violence.

Unfortunately, we know 
violence against women is 
still a major problem, caus-
ing distress, mental health 
concerns and consequences 
throughout women’s lives. We 
should applaud Biden on the 
successful negotiation of a new 
authorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act, which 
has passed the House and is 
expected to pass the Senate.

Women still struggle to 
achieve pay equity, known 
as the gender pay gap, which 
affects daily life, as well as 
lifetime earnings. Women 
have been on the front lines 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
hurt by the struggle with 
school closures and affected 
because small businesses have 

been hurt disproportionately 
during the pandemic, affecting 
female-owned businesses.

On the other hand, women 
have been behind the wave of 
unionizing across the United 
States. Unions can fight for fair 
pay, paid leave, health insur-
ance and other benefits and 
can help create better working 
conditions for women. This 
year is also the 50th anniver-
sary of Title IX, which prohib-
its sex-based discrimination 
in any school or education 
program that receives federal 
funding. 

Women around the world 
have had to seek refuge 
because of war, climate 
migration or violence in their 
home countries. More women 
and children have had to 
leave Ukraine because of the 
Russian invasion, as men have 
been asked to stay home and 
fight. More than three million 
people have fled the country, 
having to care for their chil-
dren and pets and bringing 
very few belongings.

Russian bombings have 
also targeted hospitals, mater-
nity wards and schools, and 
specifically targeted women 
and families. Ukrainian troops 
are made up of 24% women, 
so they have been fighting on 
the front lines of this violent 
conflict as well. 

We should celebrate women 
and their achievements all 
year round, not just during 
Women’s History Month. We 
should be concerned with their 
struggles and look for ways 
to help women. Their strug-
gles are our struggles. We are 
“all of women born,” to para-
phrase Shakespeare, so we 
should treat all women with all 
the respect we would treat our 
mothers.

-Boyd Walker,
Alexandria
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Alexandria’s early social net
In 1800, as Alexandria 

joined the District of Colum-
bia, it purchased a large tract 
of land outside the city in 
today’s Del Ray neighborhood 
and built an almshouse to care 
for the city’s poor. For the next 
125-plus years, it provided 
shelter and some food for 
Alexandria residents in need.

Over time, the Overseers 
of the Poor, a state-man-
dated organization, took 
over the administration of 
the Almshouse. The four 
board members of the Over-
seers were elected, and they 
administered both the Alms-
house and, starting in 1830, 
the Soup House. Both insti-
tutions survived on the char-
ity of Alexandria residents and 
limited support from the city 
government well into the 20th 
century.

The Almshouse, pictured, 
was built on a large tract of 
land. The building itself was on 
today’s intersection of Monroe 
Avenue and Richmond High-
way. The almost 20 acres of 
land surrounding the building 
were used by the residents to 
farm food to feed themselves. 
Originally designed to shelter 
the needy, the building was 
also assigned to residents who 
were sentenced for vagrancy 
or indebtedness.

In 1850, two of the build-
ing’s 41 residents were African 

American women. Eve Dorsey 
was 102 years old, and Rachel 
Hodges was 100. In 1900, 13 
of the 18 residents were Afri-
can American. In 1926, the 
state of Virginia built a new, 
larger facility near Manassas, 
which the City of Alexandria 
and four neighboring counties 
used for their needy.

After selling the land in 
1928, the city bought it back in 
1935, after the property buyer 

defaulted on his loan. Alex-
andria built Eugene Simpson 
Stadium on the former Alms-
house property and tore down 
the building in 1952.

Originally located on the 
west side of the 100 block of 
South Royal Street near Prince 
Street, the Soup House was 
the Overseers of the Poor’s 
primary recipient of its fund-
raising from private charity. 
Multiple articles in the Alex-

andria Gazette in the 1840s 
and 50s both praised the indi-
vidual donors to the Soup 
House and emphasized the 
dire need of the institution for 
more contributions.

The newspaper pulled the 
heartstrings of readers in a 
Jan. 26, 1859 column, which 
highlighted:

“A poor little girl [who] 
made her appearance some-
time before the usual hour 
to dispense the soup … [her] 
family had nothing for Sunday 
except a portion of the soup 
they had got on Saturday last.”

In March 1863, the build-
ing, which was already more 
than 70 years old, narrowly 
escaped destruction by a fire 
on its block. Unlike some of 
its neighbors, the Soup House 
sustained damage that the 
city repaired.

Alexandria’s Almshouse 
and Soup House are evidence 
that Alexandria and Virginia 
provided for their needy early 
in the 19th century. Newer 
ideas of dealing with poverty 
in the 20th century eventually 
led to the end of both institu-
tions, particularly as the state 
centralized its care for the 
needy in the decades before 
the Great Depression.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Preservation.

Last Week  
Do you think City Council should grant 
the ACPS' request to extend funding for 
school resource officers for another year?
60% SROs should stay permanently.

26% Yes, it will take a year to make a good  

long-term decision.

11% SROs should be removed ASAP.

4% I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.comThis Week  

Where in the city is your favorite 
place to get your creative fix?
A) The Little Theatre of Alexandria. 

B) The Torpedo Factory. 

C) The Birchmere. 

D) I get my creative fix elsewhere. 

E) I don't need a creative fix.

 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY
The Alexandria Almshouse.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

IN FOR IT by Scott Hogan and Christina Iverson, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 Hinder, as your style
6 Medieval cup
11 App symbol
15 Golden State sch. where 

Angela Davis got an M.A.
19 Aptly named American Eagle 

sub-brand
20 Proverbial amount of 

prevention
21 Octa- + one
22 Courtroom statement
23 Second grader's growth spurt?
26 Tiny puppy
27 Moves a king multiple spaces
28 One of 12 on a die
29 Terra ___
30 "Succession" network
31 Junction point
34 Nina Garcia's fashion 

magazine
35 Holey shoe
36 What naughty people in 

neighboring pews do?
42	 Insurance	filing
45 Like highlighter colors
46 Most August births
47 Dolly's sound
48 Person who trains you for St. 

Patrick's Day?
53 Letter writing, e.g.
55 Make believe

56 Numeric Xbox model
57	 Is	selfish	with
59 Taps instrument
60 Milk option
62 Hibernation spot
64 It's cast in a fantasy movie
66 Cheadle of "Crash"
67 Blackmailed into giving up 

award money?
73 T. follower
74 Onesie fasteners
75 ___-free water bottle
76 Manage somehow
78 Resilient person
81 "___ little piggy ..."
82 Choose
84 Mess (with)
85 One might be roasted
87 Place for a pity party?
93 Name that's 119-Down 

backward
94 Light beige
96 85-Across' platform
97 Relieves
98 Sweep the charades 

tournament?
104 Post-WWII alliance
105 Spanish house
106 Aretha Franklin's genre
107 "Wipeout" channel
110 Answer requiring voice 

recognition
112 Soda, in some regions

113 Hit the gas
116 Two-wheeled ride
117 Tub containing complimentary 

fortune cookies?
122 Apt anagram for "vile"
123 Norse god of mischief
124 Sans-serif font
125 No longer on the table?
126 Award named for actress 

Antoinette Perry
127 (Over here!)
128 Not glossy or shiny
129 Rested up

DOWN
1 "I'm throwing something to 

you!"
2 Healing program, familiarly
3 "Am not!" retort
4 Light spray
5 Lemon coating
6 Continues rambling
7 Batter's goal
8 All's partner
9 Finish, like a cake
10 Actress Seydoux
11 Using gas but not moving
12 Coagulate
13	 Fairy	tale's	first	word
14 Casual negative
15 Pull out of the ground
16 Accessory to have and to hold
17 Folder for emails you wrote

18 What can go on a drive
24 Kind of diagram with circles
25 Move, in Realtor lingo
29 Its projectiles resemble arrows
32 Olympic weightlifter Wei
33 Corp. bigwig
34 Sicilian volcano
35 Train sound, to a tot
36 Disclaimer in a text
37 Disclaimer in a text
38 As well
39 Disney collectibles
40 ___ Grey tea
41 Give one star, say
42 Tax pros
43 Dog's "kisses"
44 Bit of horseplay
49	 ___	finger	(thumb's	neighbor)
50 Necessity
51 "Hell's Kitchen" contestants
52 Lead-in to "mackerel" or "cow"
54 Renaissance fair garb, maybe
58 Gooey mass
61 Luigi's brother
63 Have a snack
64 Secret supply
65 Soda, in some regions
66 Loosely arrange
68 Make again
69 One may be named for a 

scientist
70 Fairy tale's second word
71 "We're innocent!"

72 "Imagine ...," informally
77 Places for pupils
78 Fluffy carpet variety
79 Lawn mower brand
80 Thin paper
81 Polo of "Meet the Parents"
83 Name hidden in "sweetheart"
86 Alexa's speaker
88 "In Pursuit of Flavor" author 

Lewis
89 Tail action
90 Sound paired with "Boo!"
91 Colon's meaning in an analogy
92 Acorn dropper
95 Gets into, like a cab?
99 In particular
100 "All yours"
101 "Gotcha"
102 Frill
103 Jazz legend Fitzgerald
107 Unoriginal
108 Curl muscle, informally
109 Artery opener
110 "Yeah, sure!"
111 DVR pioneer
112 Budget meeting VIPs
114 Poetic tributes
115 Squished circle
117 Mont Blanc, e.g.
118 "Pow!"
119 Name or savings plan
120 Lousy egg?
121 ___ bran
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HURSHEL BOGGS (91), formerly of Alexandria, March 24, 2022

PAIGE CIRRONE (55), formerly of Alexandria, March 15, 2022

ANNA C. DODSON (89), of Alexandria, March 31, 2022

STEVEN FERGUSON (57), formerly of Alexandria, March 30, 2022

ROBERT W. JIKAKU (74), of Alexandria, March 28, 2022

MARCIA MADISON (76), of Alexandria, March 24, 2022 

ORAN MASSEY (88), of Alexandria, March 24, 2022

DONALD MCLEOD (92), of Alexandria, March 25, 2022 

THOMAS PEREGOY (78), of Alexandria, March 30, 2022
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APRIL 7

LECTURE WITH JOSEPH J. 
ELLIS Hear from celebrated 
American history scholar Joseph 
J. Ellis about his newest book, 
“The Cause: The American 
Revolution and its Discontents 
1773-1783.” In it, Ellis brings the 
story of the revolution to vivid life 
for our modern era. The event 
is available in person at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon for 
the book talk and reception, or 
online. 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
lecture%3a-joseph-j-ellis-author-
of-the-cause/18688/ 

APRIL 9

OLD TOWN ANNUAL BUNNY 
HOP Old Town Business 
Association will be hosting 
an Easter egg hunt, in which 
attendees hop up and down King 
Street and select side streets for 
special goodies. They will explore 
the map to find participating 
retailers for an Easter treat and 
discover interactive activities at 
select locations. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location: Varies 
Information: www.
oldtownbusiness.org 

APRIL 10

CHERRY BLOSSOM JUBILEE 
Celebrate the cherry blossoms 
during the height of D.C.’s 
National Cherry Blossom Festival. 
Stop by the heart of Alexandria, 
where celebrations kick off at 
noon with a live performance 
by taiko drum group Nen Daiko 
on the waterfront side of the 
Art Center. Afterwards, view the 
Art Center-wide exhibition of 
cherry blossom-inspired works 
by resident artists and galleries 
while enjoying music and live art 
demonstrations. 
Time: 2 p.m. 
Location: 105 N. Union St. 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
cherry-blossom-jubilee/17900/ 
 

APRIL 11

SPRING BREAK CAMP AT 
CARLYLE: ARCHAEOLOGY & 
ARCHITECTURE Discover your 
inner archaeologist and architect 
through this week long camp. 
Learn about archaeology and 
architecture, do some digging, 
solve some puzzles, draw and 
discover building styles. Each 
day, spend two hours learning 
different techniques and enjoying 

hands-on fun. 
Time: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St. 
Information: www.novaparks.
com/parks/carlyle-house-
historic-park/events/spring-
break-camp-at-carlyle-archeology-
architecture 

APRIL 16

EASTER EGG HUNT AT LEE 
FENDALL HOUSE Find Easter 
eggs hidden in the Lee-Fendall 
garden on this socially distant 
take on their popular annual 
egg hunt. Sessions are one hour 
long. Attendance will be limited 
to enforce social distancing. Face 
masks required. 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
easter-egg-hunt-at-lee-fendall-
house/17782/  

APRIL 21

OLD TIME ROOTS: 
BLUEGRASS AND 
AMERICANA Enjoy an 
outdoor bluegrass concert as 
part of Classical Movements’ 
Secret Garden concert series. 
The father-son team Ken 
and Brad Kolodner crosses 
the boundaries of old-Ttme, 
bluegrass and American roots 
music in a transfixing, elegant 
program played in sophisticated 
arrangements for banjo, 
hammered dulcimer and fiddle 
featuring distinctive songs, 
traditional pieces and original 
music. 
Time: Shows at 5 and 6:30 p.m. 

Location: 711 Princess St. 
Information: www.
classicalmovements.com/
secretgardenconcerts/
easter-egg-hunt-at-lee-fendall-
house/17782/  

APRIL 22

“TRASHY: A ZERO WASTE 
FILM” ADVANCE SCREENING 
Enjoy “TRASHY: a zero waste 
film,” a feature documentary that 
follows the director as she tries 
not to throw anything away over 
the course of a year. This Earth 
Day event will teach viewers 
how to make the world a cleaner 
place while enjoying the view of 
the Potomac from the fifth floor 
of the Torpedo Factory Office 
Building. There will be food, 
drinks and a special Q&A wit the 
director. 
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: 201 N. Union St. 
Information: www.
eventbrite.com/e/trashy-
a-zero-waste-film-advance-
screening-and-qa-discussion-
tickets-261192783647/  

APRIL 23

89TH ANNUAL OLD TOWN 
ALEXANDRIA HISTORIC 
HOMES & GARDEN TOUR 
Part of Historic Garden Week 
in Virginia, this year’s tour 
includes admission to five 
exclusive private homes and 
gardens and six nearby historic 
public properties, including 
Carlyle House, Lee-Fendall 
House, River Farm, Gunston 
Hall, Mount Vernon and Green 
Spring Gardens. Complimentary 

refreshments will be available 
at Old Presbyterian Meeting 
House. Advance tickets are $55 
online and may be purchased 
for $65 day-of at Alexandria 
Visitor Center. Proceeds fund 
restoration and preservation of 
more than 39 Virginia historic 
public gardens and landscapes, 
a research fellowship program 
and more. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Old Town 
Information: www.vagardenweek.
org

CITY COUNCIL TREE 
PLANTING This year marks the 
150th anniversary of Arbor Day, 
known as the “tree planter’s 
holiday.” Join members of City 
Council as they celebrate Arbor 
Day by planting a tree in Old 
Town, near City Hall. The event 

will take place prior to the council 
public meeting. 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Location: 411 King St. 
Information: https://apps.
alexandriava.gov/Calendar/
Detail.aspx?si=41992

HISTORIC PLANT & GARDEN 
SALE The same plants grown at 
George Washington’s estate can 
now adorn your garden. Shop for 
plants, perennials, shrubs and 
trees grown in the Mount Vernon 
greenhouses. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information: www.
visitalexandriava.com/event/
historic-plant-%26-garden-
sale/18733/

CALENDAR

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Arrived Hospitality Inc

1799 Prime Steak & Seafood

110 S Pitt St

Alexandria

22314-3126

Wine and Beer on and off Premises/Mixed Beverage Restaurant

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for fi rst Lawn application only. Requires purchase 
of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in 
conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible 
for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed 
at the fi rst visit. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. 
©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, 
B-0200, B-0151.

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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Classifieds Obituary
LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL 
REVIEW

LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Board of Architectural 
Review on Wednesday, April 20, 
2022 beginning at 7:00 p.m. in 
the City Hall, Sister Cities Room 
1101, 301 King Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22314 on the following 
applications:

*Please note: On April 20, the 
Alexandria City Council Budget 
Meeting will be broadcast live on 
government Channel 70. Due to 
this, the Board of Architectural 
Review Public Hearing will not 
be broadcast on Channel 70 
or streamed live on the City’s 
website. A recording will be 
made available after the Public 
Hearing on the City Dockets and 
Webcasts webpage, link found here 
https://alexandria.granicus.com/
ViewPublisher.php?view_id=57 

BAR #2022-00108 OHAD
Request for alterations at 801 Wolfe 
Street.
Applicant: Shana Edwards

BAR #2022-00130 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 427 North Saint 
Asaph Street.
Applicants: Henry M TR and Ann 
K TR Handler

BAR #2022-00125 OHAD
Request for addition and alter-
ations at 427 North Saint Asaph 
Street.
Applicants: Henry M TR and Ann 
K TR Handler

BAR #2022-00131 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 424 North Wash-
ington Street.
Applicant: NK Washington Street 
LLC

BAR #2022-00126 OHAD
Request for alterations at 424 
North Washington Street.
Applicant: NK Washington Street 
LLC

BAR #2022-00134 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 101 Queen Street.
Applicants: Sean and Jill Milliken

BAR #2022-00135 OHAD
Request for alterations at 101 
Queen Street.
Applicants: Sean and Jill Milliken

BAR #2022-00137 OHAD
Request for partial demolition/ 
encapsulation at 115 South Wash-
ington Street.
Applicant: Douglas Development

BAR #2022-00136 OHAD
Request for alterations at 115 South 
Washington Street.
Applicant: Douglas Development

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

Public comments will be received 
at the Public Hearing. The public 
may submit comments in advance 
to Lia Niebauer at lia.niebauer@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the Public 
Hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact Jackie 
Cato at jackie.cato@alexandriava.
gov or 703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 
711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets 

MOVERS
CONTINENTAL MOVERS 

Local long distance 
Free boxes 
$100 x 3 men travel time applied 
Insured bonded since 1995
www.continentalmovers.net
Cmora53607@msn.com
703-929-1302 / 202-438-1489

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill 
your open positions! Promote job 
listings regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 

exam or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974

EVENTS/COIN SHOW
CHARLOTTESVILLE COIN, 
CURRENCY & STAMP SHOW. 

Free Admission! Elks Lodge #389. 
389 Elk Drive Charlottesville, VA. 
Saturday, April 16th. 9am-5pm. 
Contact Jackie Dean (540) 832-
0024, Debomb14@aol.com. www.
monticellocoinclub.org.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Sue Baur, 78, of Lawrence, Kansas, 
died Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 
at home. She was predeceased by 
her husband, Doug Baur, and is 
survived by daughter Cynthia Gib-

son, of Greenville, South Carolina, 
and daughter Christie Peterson, 
son-in-law Charles Peterson,and 
granddaughters Zoe Peterson and 
Kya Peterson, all of Oskaloosa, 
Kansas. While in Alexandria in 
the 1970s to 2000, Sue worked as 
a tax preparer for H&R Block and 
later as a CPA for Schreiner, Legge 
and Co. Sue and Doug were active 
in the local Democratic party as 
well as other community-minded 
organizations. Their daughters 
both attended Alexandria public 
schools, including Alexandria City 
High School. Sue’s full obituary 
can be found at rumsey-yost.com.

Sue Baur
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Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

703.627.5421 | OldTownAlexandriaLiving.com
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292
Equal Housing Opportunity

Exquisite Homes in the Heart of Old Town!

Shown by appointment....Call Babs to preview these exciting residences.

314 South Fairfax Street  
Classic townhome built in 1820 offers 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, detailed moldings, 4 fireplaces, original floors and two staircases. The 
open family room/kitchen with breakfast room overlooks the spectacular French inspired garden. $1,685,000

214 Prince Street 
Beautifully restored circa 1788, this historic 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath Gentry Row home exudes elegance featuring 12-foot ceilings,  
7 fireplaces, original floors, eat-in chef’s kitchen, and a private flagstone patio plus a second level covered porch. $2,295,000
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