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Council adopts
FY2023 budget
Spending jumps almost
9%, rising assessments
push taxpayer burden
up 6.5%

tion rate of 8.5% for the 12
months ending March 31,
2022, according to usinflationcalculator.com.
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN
Employee compensation,
particularly for first respondCity Council unani- ers, was a significant issue
mously adopted the FY2023 leading into the final budoperating budget
get. In Novemon May 4, keeping
ber 2021, City
the real estate tax
Council approved
rate steady, though
mid-year
comrising
assesspensation adjustments pushed the
ments, including
average tax bill
a 1.5% increase
up by $445, or
across all city pay
6.5%. The budget
scales, targeted
provides car tax
increases for pubJIM
relief to residents,
lic safety employPARAJON
increases compenees and a $3,000
sation for city employees and one-time bonus for full-time
fully funds Alexandria City city employees.
Public Schools’ budget.
However, members of the
The $839.2 million oper- fire department spoke up at
ating budget is an 8.9% last month’s City Council
increase over the $770.7 public hearing, testifying to
million FY2022 budget and ongoing staffing shortages
higher than City Manager in AFD that have led to overJim Parajon’s originally pro- time, burnout and retenposed budget, which came tion and recruitment issues.
in at $829.9 million, a 7.7% In addition to annual merit
increase over last year. The increases, the approved budbudget increase is about on
par with the national infla- SEE BUDGET
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Schools

Titans boys lacrosse wins final game

School Board approves making

of regular season.

Narcan available in ACPS.
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City officials recently confiscated this blue pill, which includes a capital M imprint to mimic an authentic
oxycodone 30 milligram tablet.

Youth opioid overdoses spike
First National Fentanyl
Awareness Day took
place this week
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

City officials are taking
steps to respond to a recent
spike in opioid overdoses
in Alexandria, particularly
among youth.
According to a city news
release, 12 opioid overdoses
were reported in the city in
April and May, six of which
occurred in people under age
17. None of these overdoses
were fatal and first respond-

ers administered Narcan, an
opioid reversal medication,
to many of the victims. Since
the beginning of the year, 30
opioid overdoses have been
reported in Alexandria and
two people died of confirmed
fentanyl overdoses.
Monica Lisle, commander
of Alexandria Police Department’s criminal investigations
division, said that many of the
school-aged youth experiencing fentanyl-related overdoses
reported using a “little blue
pill” they thought was Percocet, a prescription medicine

used to treat pain.
According to Lisle, illicit
drugs are often laced with fentanyl, which is an inexpensive
substitute that is approximately 50 times more potent
than heroin and 100 times
more powerful than morphine as a painkiller. It is more
potent than any other opioid
or synthetic opioid antigen
and can be deadly.
“The problem is that when
you have that in there, it overtakes the system,” Lisle said.
SEE OVERDOSES
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“ First things first –

we wholeheartedly
recommend The Rivkin
Group for your future
home sale.

This was our first time selling a home, and
the market was going through wild swings.
Bonnie and Courtney kept the ship steady
and managed the process smoothly from
start to finish with numerous personal
touches along the way. After painstaking
preparations, we had multiple strong offers
above asking price within 5 days, and
closing was a breeze.”
— JOSH B. | SELLER

Our Recent Sales & Listings

NEW CO N STRUCT ION
601 N Alfred St
Alexandria, VA 22314
$1,799,000

UND E R CON TR ACT
603 N Alfred St
Alexandria, VA 22314
$1,699,000

U N DE R CO N TR ACT
323 Mt Vernon Ave
Alexandria, VA 22301
$704,000

Whether you’re selling your first home or your fifth, it’s
important to work with agents you trust, who understand
the local market and who can help you navigate the
process. And while we are still in a strong Seller’s Market,
it takes experienced agents to successfully guide you —
from the complex pricing process to preparing your home
for market to contract negotiations. If you’re considering a
sale, reach out — we would love to chat!

SOL D
414 W. Braddock Rd
Alexandria, VA 22302
$1,100,001 | Represented Buyer

Bonnie & Courtney Rivkin
therivkingroup@compass.com
www.rivkinresidential.com
b: 703.598.7788 | c: 703.869.7788

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | O: 703.229.8935
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Alexandria Times wins nine VPA awards

DENISE
DUNBAR

Times

Alexandria
Going for gold
Vol. 17, No. 49

The peaks and valleys of
goalkeeper Briana Scurry’s
storied soccer career
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

Briana Scurry first felt the weight
settle on her shoulders when she
stepped into the goal as a teenager.
The eventual Olympic and World
Cup winning U.S. Women’s National Team goalkeeper started playing
soccer at the age of 12. At the time,
without any girls’ teams in Dayton,
Minnesota, a suburb of Minneapolis,
Scurry was the only girl on an all-boys
team. Her coach, in an inspired piece
of positioning, decided to place Scurry
in goal.

CODY
MELLO-KLEIN

Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper.

“Coach was a good guy. I’m not
saying he was wrong, but he thought
mistakenly that the goal was a safe
place to put the only girl on the team.
He put me in the goal, and it is literally
the most dangerous position to play,”
Scurry said. “That’s how I started.”
Although Scurry would venture
outside of the confines of the goalie’s box after that season – “I wanted to score some goals instead,” she
said – in high school she returned to
the position that would define her career and life. According to Scurry, the
weight she had felt at the age of 12
– the responsibility and intense pressure of being the last line of defense –
was the very thing that drew her back

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

mental anguish of a career-ending
concussion.
The weight persists, but Scurry,
who now lives in Alexandria’s Beverley Hills with her wife, Chryssa
Zizos, and two stepchildren, and
tours the country as a public speaker, has rediscovered the light and
passion that drove her to become
one of the best and most influential
goalkeepers in the history of women’s soccer.
A Black, gay goalkeeper from a
small town in Minnesota, Scurry’s
story is one defined by the constant,
driving need to overcome those
challenges and strike a path forward
for herself and those who came after
her.
“I feel like I’ve been a pioneer in
a lot of ways for women’s soccer; I
think that was one of them, that I
was willing and brave to be who I
SEE SCURRY

MARGARET
STEVENS

TINA
FRANCO

FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY 4,
4, 2021
2021 || 11
11

FLAVOR

Sa v e t h e D a t e !

PORT CITY

DECEMBER 9, 2021

into the box.
“As a goalkeeper, I learned that I
could essentially stop the other team
from winning,” Scurry said. “… I realized it was very powerful in that regard, and if you can shoulder the responsibility, then you can really do
well. A lot of us goalkeepers, we [have]
a different mindset than a lot of people about that, and we thrive under
that weight.”
Scurry would feel the press and release of that weight many times over
a career that took her to the highest
of career highs – Olympic gold medal
wins and clutch World Cup victories –
to the lowest of personal lows, as she
struggled to escape the physical and

OLIVIA
ANDERSON

Saturday
October 2

10% off
everything in store
to celebrate
our anniversary!

Store hours:

11am-7pm
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INSIDE
Gift guide

Find some splurge-worthy gift ideas.
Page 17

The Other Alexandria
A world-famous opera singer with
local roots.
Page 21

Parade
Scottish Christmas Walk returned
to Old Town this weekend.
Page 10

PHOTO/VISIT ALEXANDRIA

Ada's on the River features both indoor and outdoor dining.

Alexandria’s pandemic-era food culture
Over the past year,
COVID-19 has impacted
restaurant owners and diners
in unexpected ways
BY WILL SCHICK

PHOTO/JOHN TODD

Briana Scurry saves a goal during the U.S. Women’s National Team’s 1999 Women’s World Cup Finals against China. The U.S. women’s team ultimately won the finals in a penalty kickoff after Scurry made a clutch save.

COVID-19 has changed just about everything, including Alexandria food
culture. In just under a year, it has transformed the way the city thinks about
restaurant dining, changing not only the ways locals dine at restaurants but also
how their restaurants serve them food.
According to the city’s revenue division, 17 out of 422 local restaurants, about
4%, have closed during the pandemic. When compared to the national average,
this figure appears low. According to the National Restaurant Association, one in
six restaurants have closed nationwide because of COVID-19.
SEE PCF
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Left: Times editor Cody Mello-Klein won first place in the open feature category for "Going for gold," the story of Olympic gold medal and World Cup-winning goalkeeper Briana
Scurry. Middle: The Times won first place for its food section, Port City Flavor. Right: For their ad design work, the team of former graphic designer Lyvian Sieg, office administrator and graphic designer Tina Franco and part-time designer Sepideh Karaee won three first place awards.

Alexandria Times employees won nine Virginia Press
Association awards for their
work during 2021, including
five first place awards, one
second place and three third
place awards.
Times editor Cody Mello-Klein led the way by winning the open competition for
feature writing for his story
“Going for Gold” about Alexandria resident Briana Scurry,
the star goalie of the women’s soccer team that won the
gold medal in the 1996 Atlanta
Olympics. In the open cat-

egory, Mello-Klein was not
only competing against other
weekly papers like the Times;
he was judged to have written the best feature story in
all categories, including those
submitted by daily papers.
The Times won first place
for its Port City Flavor food
section designs, with stories
by Mello-Klein, reporter Olivia
Anderson and former intern
Will Schick, design by former
staff graphic designer Lyvian
Sieg and ad sales directed by
Margaret Stevens.
The team of Sieg, Times

office
administrator
and
graphic designer Tina Franco
and
part-time
designer
Sepideh Karaee won three
more first place awards for
their design of ads in the
real estate, fashion and
entertainment categories.
Times publisher Denise
Dunbar won second place for
her editorial writing entry,
which included “Remembering 9/11,” from Sept. 2, 2021;
“All systems failed,” Sept. 9,
2021; and “Toothless Sunshine
Law,” Nov. 18, 2021.
Reporter Olivia Anderson

Scholarship Fund raises almost $500K
The Scholarship Fund
of Alexandria held its soldout spring gala on April 23,
raising almost $500,000 for
scholarships, according to a
news release.

The 36th annual event was
the first time SFA has held its
gala in person since the start
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Members of Alexandria City
Council, the business commu-

nity and alumni were in attendance during the gala to help
raise money for Alexandria City
High School students who need
financial assistance for college.
During the gala, Priscilla

won third place for her investigative reporting on the Karla
Dominguez murder case. The
three stories in this package
were: “Bondsman’s gun used
in murder of Dominguez,”
from Sept. 9, 2021; “Bondsman in Karla Dominguez
case charged,” Oct. 7, 2021;
and “Magistrate fired over
comments to Times,” Oct.
21, 2021.
The Times team of Mello-Klein, Anderson, Stevens,
Dunbar, Franco and former
intern and graphic designer
Chelsea West won third place

for general makeup of the
paper for the July 15, 2021,
Sept. 9, 2021 and Nov. 11,
2021 issues.
Finally, the Times took
third place for its Tying the
Knot wedding sections in the
specialty sections category,
with contributions from Mello-Klein, Dunbar, Schick, Stevens and Sieg for layout and the
feature stories “There’s something about Mary,” March 18,
2021; “Perfectly imperfect,”
April 8, 2021; and “From pretzels to politics,” May 13, 2021.
-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Goodwin, SFA board chair,
announced that the organization would award another
$600,000 in college scholarships to 206 ACHS students
from the class of 2022. SFA
also plans to give another
$600,000 to ACHS alumni

who are already in college,
according to the release.
Brianna Jerez, the student
speaker at the event, received
this year’s largest scholarship,
the $40,000 Madelyn Anderson Scholarship.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com
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Wegmans opens Alexandria location
Wegmans officially opened
its Alexandria location on
Wednesday. According to
the grocery store company’s
announcement, the 81,000
square foot Wegmans store,
located at 150 Stovall St., is
part of the new Carlyle Crossing development in Eisenhower East. The store sits on
a five-acre site which also has
retail and two large residen-

tial buildings.
Inside, the store will offer
a variety of food and drinks
for customers, including a
coffee bar, pizza, sushi and
meals to go. Newly added
to the Wegmans franchise
is the Burger Bar, a family-friendly, casual restaurant
that will offer burgers, fries
and sandwiches.
Customers will be able

to request their favorite Virginia products through the
Virginia merchandiser Wegmans has also recently added.
Customers can complete their
delivery and pickup shopping experience through the
SCAN app and can bag their
own groceries for the in-person experience.
-mgiblin22@
episcopalhighschool.org

Spring events to highlight local artists
The Alexandria Old Town
Springtime Art Festival will
take place in the Carlyle
neighborhood this weekend,
and it’s not the only artsbased event coming to the
city this spring.
The festival, which takes
place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
John Carlyle Square, located
at 100 John Carlyle St., highlights work from artists
around the country, as well as

from the DMV.
After the festival, residents
can get their artistic fix with
the Old Town Art Walk, the
self-guided tour series which
returns on May 19. Walks are
scheduled the third Thursday
of each month through October: June 16, July 21, Aug. 18,
Sept. 15 and Oct. 20.
The art walks will take place
from 5 to 8 p.m. and include a
variety of Old Town art galler-

ies and boutiques ranging from
fine art to studio crafts. Participating merchants include
Galactic Panther; Fiscus Glassworks; AR Workshop; Shop
Made in Virginia; Ten Thousand Villages; Principle Gallery and Intertribal Creatives.
More merchants are scheduled
to participate in the summer,
according to the Old Town
Business Association.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Excellence in Aging Awards announced
Keeping Up with Jones
3-year-old Jones is a social butterfly! This charming
terrier mix is an affectionate young lad who would
love to smother you with happy puppy kisses and
waggy tails. At 50 lbs., he's as friendly as he is
energetic and would enjoy a best friend who could
keep him busy with active adventures and new skills.

Meet Jones!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment
703-746-4774

The Alexandria Commission
on Aging held its 2022
Excellence in Aging Awards
on Tuesday.
Mayor Justin Wilson
virtually presented awards
to five winners in four
categories.
The Annie B. Rose Award,
which recognizes an individual
whose achievements span
a lifetime of public service,
went to Susanne Adams. A
retired professional nurse,
Adams has spent 10 years

volunteering with At Home
in Alexandria.
The Lois Van Valkenburgh
Excellence in Aging Award,
which a resident who has made
contributions to elevating the
quality of life for older adults
in the city over the past year,
went to Frederick Reardon and
Barbara Waters. Reardon has
served as a volunteer guardian
for an older resident for 10
years. Waters was honored for
her work with the Commission
on Aging and volunteer work

teaching fall prevention classes
and hosting line dancing
classes for older adults.
The Excellence in Aging
Award for an Organization
went to HomeAid of Northern
Virginia, which helped make
renovations to the St. Martin
de Porres Senior Center.
Lastly, the Public Service
Award went to Terri Lynch,
former 30-year director of
the Division of Aging and
Adult Services.
-oanderson@alextimes.com

THANK YOU

Diann Carlson
Realtor®, TTR Sotheby's
International Realty
dcarlson@ttrsir.com

"Because everyone needs a Home."

COURTESY PHOTO

The Alexandria Commission on Aging presented its 2022 Excellence in Aging Awards on May 10 in a
virtual Zoom ceremony.
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Mount Vernon
living at its best
3600 SOUTH PLACE, ALEXANDRIA VA
Classic and sophisticated Mount Vernon home located in a gated community of just
11 residences with outdoor pool, tennis and basketball courts, gazebo, and koi pond.
Highlights of this spectacular home include an indoor pool, dramatic foyer with curved
staircase, formal living and dining rooms, renovated kitchen and sun room with skylights,
elegant family room, bonus room and study. The primary bedroom suite is your perfect
retreat with spa-inspired bathroom with soaking tub and separate rain shower, walk-in
closet, and private terrace. The large, recently finished lower level also offers a second
laundry room and storage. Enjoy exquisite moldings throughout, hardwood floors, three
fireplaces, a wet bar, tiered flagstone patio, veranda, and two-car garage.

Heather Corey
m +1 703 989 1183
hcorey@ttrsir.com
Alexandria Brokerage
400 South Washington St.
o +1 703 310 6800

Offered at $1,500,000
The Sotheby’s International Realty trademark is licensed and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty,
Inc. TTR Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice.
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authentic oxycodone 30 milligram tablet, or M30s. This is a
“[That’s] what is so dangerous standard method to trick buyabout fentanyl.”
ers into purchasJust a small
ing what they often
amount of fentanyl
think are legitimate
can
potentially
prescription medicause an overcations. Many fake
dose in an individblue pills contain
ual, Emily Bentley,
lethal amounts of
the city’s opioid
illicit drugs.
response
coordiAccording
to
nator, said. Bentley
the Drug EnforceMONICA
called the recent
ment AdministraLISLE
increase in juvenile
tion, 26% of tablets
overdoses related to the fake tested in a DEA laboratory
blue Percocet pill “incredibly contained a lethal dose of fenconcerning.”
tanyl, which is about two mil“If the people mixing it ligrams and equivalent in size
into drugs are not trained doc- to a few grains of salt.
tors and they’re not measur“Distributors in the United
ing exactly how much they put States are selling counterfeit
in, you never know what the pills on social media, appealfentanyl content of something ing to a younger audience that
you take is,” Bentley said.
use these apps. Minors and
Officials recently con- young adults experimenting,
fiscated a blue pill with the as well as regular substance
imprint of a capital M inside a users, believe they are buying
square, designed to mimic an authentic oxycodone, AdderOVERDOSES
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Parents have to educate their juveniles, their kids, about the
dangers of fentanyl, and the fact that unless it’s a prescription
that a doctor wrote for that person and filled by a legitimate pharmacy,
there is no guarantee that pill doesn’t have fentanyl in it.”
– Monica Lisle, criminal investigations division,
Alexandria Police Department

all, Xanax, or other medicines,
but are unwittingly purchasing
counterfeit pills that contain
lethal amounts of drugs, usually fentanyl and methamphetamine,” according to the DEA.
Although the blue pills are
a principal cause for concern,
in Alexandria over the last few
years fentanyl has bled into
almost all illicit substances,
including cocaine, crack, PCP
and even marijuana.
Bentley said that this
recently large target audience is different for the city,
since historically the issue
has affected people with longterm chronic problems. It’s

now broadened to recreational
users as well, so any time
someone takes an illicit substance they could be putting
themselves at risk for ingesting fentanyl.
Lisle
highlighted
the
inherent risk that comes with
purchasing illicit substances
rather than getting prescriptions from a doctor.
“Parents have to educate
their juveniles, their kids,
about the dangers of fentanyl, and the fact that unless
it’s a prescription that a doctor wrote for that person and
filled by a legitimate pharmacy, there is no guarantee

that pill doesn’t have fentanyl
in it. And they’re risking their
lives every time they take a pill
that they don’t know where it
came from,” Lisle said.
The National Institute of
Drug Abuse reported that the
number of pills made with
fentanyl and seized by law
enforcement increased by
502% since 2019. Total opioid
overdoses increased by almost
36% in Alexandria in 2020 to
84 people, including 14 fatal
overdoses.
There is not one clear-cut
explanation for the increase,
SEE OVERDOSES
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Balance. Harmony. Beauty.
Are our ultimate pursuits.
Whether you're considering an
outdoor oasis, food lover's kitchen,
or owner's suite. Because during these
times, home is more important than ever.

The CaseStudy‰
Since our first renovation over 60 years ago we've
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach to the
remodeling process is tried and true. It's so effective that
we had to give it a name: The CaseStudy‰. We guide you
through every step, using 3D renderings to bring new
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work, we'll
maintain strict attention to time and budget. Don't forget
our 5-year warranty. Because you are our highest priority.

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy,
and respectful worksite and experience.

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA
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treatment resources to manage
substance use disorders.
but Bentley said that the city
Residents can take steps
is mirroring a national trend including sharing information
that is fastest growing among about the dangers associated
14- to 23-year-olds.
with illicit fentanyl hidden in
“Nationally, we are see- fake pills; exploring resources
ing a rise in counterfeit pills available for parents and other
containing fentanyl and other adults to initiate conversations
opioid antigens,” Bentley said. about substance abuse; dis“Alexandria is expeposing of unused or
riencing that trend,
expired medication
and very concerning
at permanent dropis the school-aged
off locations around
youth involvement.”
the city and accessAs a result, the
ing free locking
city took part in recmedication boxes
ognizing the first
to secure necessary
annual
National
prescription
and
Fentanyl
Awareover-the-counter
ALLEN
ness Day on Tuesday
medication.
LOMAX
to raise awareness
A d d i t i o n a l l y,
about the dangers of fentan- the city also provides free fenyl-laced illicit drugs.
tanyl test strips, which detect
The city’s opioid work the presence of the opioid,
group and Substance Abuse and Narcan, which is a nasal
Prevention Coalition of Alex- spray that quickly reverses an
andria are working to share opioid overdose. The Alexways that residents can pre- andria School Board recently
vent substance misuse and approved making Narcan
OVERDOSES

FROM | 6

ENRICHING
LIFE’S
JOURNEY

I’m proud that our city has joined
in [this] effort to further educate our
community about the dangers of fentanyl.”
– Allen Lomax, chair,
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria

available in all city schools.
Virginia lawmakers have
also taken steps in recent years
to mitigate overdoses, such
as with the Good Samaritan
Law. Effective since July 2021,
the law protects from prosecution someone who seeks
medical attention for themself
or another who is overdosing.
The law is intended to prevent
deaths by encouraging treatment without the threat of
legal penalty.
“Any person who in good
faith, renders emergency care
or assistance, without compensation, to any ill or injured
person at the scene of an accident, fire, or any life-threat-

ening emergency, or en route
therefrom to any hospital,
medical clinic or doctor’s
office, shall not be liable for
any civil damages for acts or
omissions resulting from the
rendering of such assistance,”
reads the Virginia code.
Allen Lomax, chair of the
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria,
expressed support for the
city’s commitment to raising
awareness through National
Fentanyl Awareness Day.
“I’m proud that our city has
joined in [this] effort to further educate our community
about the dangers of fentanyl,”
Lomax said.

Bentley emphasized the
importance of National Fentanyl Awareness Day in creating understanding and
education around the dangers
of fentanyl.
“The ground underneath
us in the substance abuse and
misuse world is shifting, and
the messaging must get out
to the community regarding the extreme danger that
recreational use or ‘just one
time’ presents to the individual using a substance,” Bentley said. “Bringing awareness
to the unique danger that fentanyl poses to our residents is
critical at this time.”
-oanderson@alextimes.com

EXPLORE ALEXANDRIA’S
LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY
At Hermitage Northern Virginia, the only thing you have to
change is your address.
Imagine life as you live it today, but with more special people
around you.
At our Life Plan Community in the heart of Alexandria, you can
make new friends and stay in touch with all the important people
in your life. Hermitage Northern Virginia takes away the hassles
of homeownership, provides great amenities, and a secure plan for
your future – all with no entrance fee!

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
703 797 3844
HERMITAGENOVA .ORG
50 0 0 FAIRBANKS AVENUE
ALE X ANDRIA , VA 22311
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get includes a 7% raise for
firefighters, medics and fire
marshals; a 6% pay increase
for the police department
and sheriff’s office and a 4.5%
increase for general city staff.
“A lot of people use the
statement that budgets are
moral documents and that
they are reflections of your key
values, and I think that this
really shows our value in people because we could not run
a city and we could not have a
city be where people want to
live if we don’t care about the
people who make it happen
and the people who are here
walking the streets, working
in the businesses, building the
businesses, teaching our children,” Councilor Alyia Gaskins said at the May 4 meeting.
Mayor
Justin
Wilson
emphasized that although this
year’s compensation increases
are a step in the right direction, there will likely need to
be further increases in future
budgets.
“I think in a world where
it’s one of the most competitive labor markets we’ve ever
seen, we’re going to have to
continue to have this conversation every year about
how we make sure we invest
in the level of compensation
and benefits required to not
only attract but retain the
best and brightest in the city,”
Wilson said.
On top of the compensation increases, the FY2023
also restores $3.4 million in
funding for 38 positions that
had been subject to a hiring
freeze in FY2022.
After last year’s decrease
of the real and personal property tax rate – the first rate
decrease in 15 years – the
FY2023 budget left the real
estate tax rate at $1.11 per
$100 of assessed value.
There are several setasides within the budget:
2.2 cents out of the $1.11 per
$100 of assessed value will
go toward the city’s trans-

... I think that this really shows our
value in people because we could not
run a city and we could not have a city be
where people want to live if we don’t care
about the people who make it happen...”
– Alyia Gaskins,
councilor

portation improvement fund, bled from $140 to $280 per
while 1 cent per $1.11 of $100 billing unit last year, went up
assessed value will be dedi- again to $294 per billing unit.
cated to affordable housing. The residential refuse fee will
With City Council looking to also increase from $484.22
increase Alexandria’s afford- to $500, while the commerable
housing
opportuni- cial refuse collection fee will
ties, the so-called
increase from $411
“penny fund” would
to $500. Accordbring in about $1.8
ing to the city, the
million, resulting in
fee increases will
a total of $4.6 milgo toward funding
lion in dedicated
Alexandria’s flood
affordable
houswaste composting
ing funding for the
drop-off program
next year.
and curbside food
“I think this
waste composting
ALYIA
penny we’ve put
pilot program.
GASKINS
in for housing is
Council
also
a statement of values more adopted a $135 application
than anything else, and I’m fee for those looking to create
very proud to see it go into an accessory dwelling unit on
the budget,” Councilor Kirk their property.
McPike said at council’s May
The city is making further
4 meeting.
investments in modernizing
The approved budget does its police force. The FY2023
include some tax relief in the includes a $2.2 million for a
form of the personal prop- police body camera pilot proerty tax on vehicles with an gram, which will be funded
assessment tax ratio of 78.8%. using $800,000 from the city,
The change, due in part to $800,000 of American Rescue
the appreciation of car val- Plan Act funds and $600,000
ues during the pandemic, dis- in federally earmarked dollars.
counts residents’ vehicles by
After council’s decision to
21.2% of the actual market reallocate $800,000 for the
value for the 2022 tax year. To school resource officer prooffset the tax burden on own- gram led to months of intense
ers of lower-valued cars, the debate last year, council opted
city also aims to shift state to place the $800,000 directly
Personal Property Tax Relief into the hands of the Alexanfunds so that vehicles valued dria Police Department. The
at $5,000 or less, instead of money was officially taken out
$1,000 or less, will receive a of the SRO alternative con100% state car tax subsidy. If tingency and put into APD’s
City Council votes to amend budget to fund six full-time
this state funding on May positions in the field opera20, more than 30,000 cars in tions bureau. The decision of
Alexandria would be eligible.
how and where to station the
The budget also features a officers now falls under the
few fee increases. The stormwater fee, which council dou- SEE BUDGET
| 10
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purview of Chief Don Hayes,
albeit with “policy direction
by the city manager and City
Council,” according to the
add/delete summary.
The FY23 budget also
includes $490,000 for five
new speed cameras in school
crossing zones and money
for two additional Alexandria
co-response
teams,
partnerships between APD
officers and trained mental
health specialists.
The approved budget fully
funds ACPS’ $248.7 million
budget request, including a
10.25% raise for teachers, on
which the School Board will
vote later this month.
Other highlights include
$33.9 million in priority
investments, such as climate
change, employee compensation, affordable housing, early
childhood support programs
and public safety supporting
initiatives. Council approved
$2 million in dedicated funding for climate change ini-

I think [next year] we’re going to come under some pressure,
significant pressure, to look at further reductions on the [tax]
rate and giving our taxpayers additional relief, and that’s going to
come balanced with continued needs on the expenditure side.”
– Justin Wilson,
mayor

tiatives, expansions to DASH
lines 30, 31 and 32 and $95,000
for a new position in the city’s
race and social equity office.
“I think that’s going to be
really important because a lot
of people still don’t understand what equity is or they
have different definitions or
are trying to figure it out,”
Councilor Canek Aguirre said
of the new equity position.
“So, the more we can internalize it as a city, the easier it will
be for us to then externally
start dealing with residents
and having those conversations with residents and trying to explain that a little
bit more.”
City Council also approved

the $2.73 billion 10-year capDuring the next 10 years,
ital improvement program the CIP will fund the renovabudget on May
tion and expansion
4. A $497.8 milof George Mason
lion chunk of the
Elementary School
FY2023-2032 CIP
and Cora Kelly
budget will go to
School for Math,
infrastructure projScience and Techects in ACPS. In
nology.
FY23 alone, $157.4
The city is also
million will go
investing
$288.4
toward the conmillion in flood mitJUSTIN
struction of a new
igation and infraWILSON
high school buildstructure projects
ing at Alexandria City High over the next 10 years, which
School’s Minnie Howard cam- aims to expand its response
pus. Another $24.5 million to flooding in the city. In
will fund renovations of ACPS’ FY23, the city will spend $26.4
administrative office building million on flood capacity
at 1705 N. Beauregard St for a improvements to help improve
swing space.
the intersection of Common-

Titans boys lacrosse finishes
regular season strong
Veteran players lead
team to big wins
BY BOOTS GIBLIN

The Alexandria City High
School boys’ lacrosse team
finished their regular season by defeating Fairfax High
School, 13-1, at Stalnaker field
on May 5.
The Titans turned in
another strong defensive performance, lowering their season average for goals against
to just over six per game. Their
aggressive and hard-nosed
play on defense resembled
what their mantra has been all
season: playing with as much
energy and effort as possible.
Last week’s game was far
from a barn burner, as the

Titans led Fairfax 9-0 after
three quarters. Senior attackman Ryan Smith got the
Titans off to a hot start with
a goal in the first two minutes
of the game, to which he added
three more goals to make his
tally four goals on the day.
Even better was ACHS junior
midfielder Benji Chader’s sixpoint performance against the
Lions. ACHS’ defense rounded
out the strong Titan’s performance, giving up their only
goal of the game off of a Fairfax two-man advantage, when
Fairfax had six players on
offense to ACHS’ four.
Last week’s game was in
many ways the perfect capper
for the Titans’ regular season,
as everyone received playing

time, made plays and had fun
doing so. But this past week is
more a testament to the team’s
overall character.
The Titans entered this
week holding an 8-4 record,
with their two lopsided losses
coming against the best two
public teams in the state of Virginia: Robinson High School
and Lake Braddock Secondary
School. The Titans streaked to
a promising 8-1 record to start
the season, but then suffered
three straight district losses,
one coming at the hands of
archrival West Potomac and
two games which they lost by
two goals or less.
“Our
regular
season
started very well. We came
out the gates hot as can be.

wealth Avenue and East Glebe
Road and Ashby Street and
East Glebe Road.
The FY23 portion of the
CIP budget also includes $73.2
million to purchase 4850
Mark Center Drive, where the
Department of Community
and Human Services, Alexandria Health Department and
a West End service center will
be located.
While council spent most
of its time on May 4 celebrating this year’s budget, the
mayor took time to focus on
the future. Wilson anticipated
pressure on the city to lower
its tax rate next year given the
current real estate market and
further growth in the residential real estate tax base.
“I think we’re going to
come under some pressure,
significant pressure, to look at
further reductions on the rate
and giving our taxpayers additional relief, and that’s going
to come balanced with continued needs on the expenditure
side,” Wilson said.
-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

Our regular season started very
well. We came out the gates hot as
can be. Then losing to two of the top teams
in the DMV area wasn't very easy for us.”
– Ryan Smith,
senior

Then losing to two of the top
teams in the DMV area wasn't
very easy for us,” senior Ryan
Smith said.
The team entered the
West Springfield game with
a 1-4 record in district play,
not fully healthy and disappointed after losing to
their rivals down the George
Washington Parkway.
According to players, the
next few games were a testament to the principles of first
year coach Robert Allen and key
veteran play at the right time.
“It was definitely tough for

us to lose such close games to
Woodson and West Potomac,
even being injured, as the
importance of these district
games [doesn’t] set in until
later in the season,” senior
defenseman Tim Sloan said
about the three-game skid.
According to Sloan, the
magnitude of this week and
the two district wins against
West Springfield and Fairfax
was not lost on the team.
“District seeding is very
important for the success of
SEE LACROSSE
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The Alexandria City High School boys lacrosse team.
LACROSSE
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our season overall. With teams
like Robinson [High School]
and Lake Braddock [Secondary
School], who have dominated
for the past couple of years, we
want to have favorable matchups in the district to hopefully gain momentum if we
were to play them later on,”
Sloan said.
The Titans went on to win
both games last week, only
giving up 3.5 goals a game on
average, and outscoring their
opponents in the third quarter by a combined 10 goals
to none. Senior captain and
faceoff Max Islas won close to
80% of his faceoffs this week.
Junior Reid Kidd and senior
Briggs Hayes were steady in
goal all week as the team’s two
goalkeepers and junior attackman Ethan Van Wagner gave
the Titans a balanced performance, scoring the ball and
finding open teammates.

The Titans’ defense relied
throughout the year on its
upperclassmen, with seniors
Harry McDermott and Sloan
and junior David Heiden providing leadership. The offense
tallied as many as 18 goals in
one game, with senior Ryan
Smith and juniors Van Wagner and Crader sparking
the offense.
“The boys have exceeded
my expectations a lot this year
because of their willingness to
play for each other and to play
with a tremendous amount of
heart all year,” Coach Robert
Allen said.
As for the postseason,
Allen said he expects his team
“to bring the same energy and
commitment to the team they
have brought all year.” Allen
admitted that there is still a
lot of improvement the team
needs to make if they want
to go from a good team to a
great team.
“The boys do have great

character, and always play
hard, but there are little things
that we still struggle with that
add up, and end up holding us
back from where we want to
be, ” Allen said.
The Titans ended their
season on Monday with a 12-8
loss to divisional foe Woodson
High School in the first round
of the district playoffs, the
second time in two weeks that
the Cavaliers prevailed over
the Titans.
Overall, even with a firstyear head coach and several
injuries, the Titans said they
felt as though their season was
a success and that the future is
bright for ACHS lacrosse.
“As a whole, the regular
season was a success because
of the 10-win season. There
were some games we should
have won, but it was definitely
an improvement from years
past,” Heiden stated.
-mgiblin22@
episcopalhighschool.org

The boys have exceeded my expectations a lot this
year because of their willingness to play for each other
and to play with a tremendous amount of heart all year.”
– Robert Allen,
head coach

:
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ACPS volunteers honored for
health and wellness work
Alexandria City Public Schools celebrated two
volunteers for their dedication to student health and
wellness: Eldon Boes and
Jim Durham.
Boes
and
Durham
received awards from Volunteer Alexandria for their
commitment to the Biking in the Schools Program
through a partnership with
the Alexandria Biking and
Pedestrian Advisory Committee. They also support the ACPS Safe Routes
to School Program. Boes
accepted the Joan White Volunteer Service Award and
Durham received the Above
and Beyond Award.
In early 2016, the ACPS

Health and Physical Education Department started
a collaboration with BPAC
to create and pilot a biking
program at Mount Vernon
Community School. Boes
and Durham spearheaded
this undertaking for BPAC,
raising more than $4,000
through local businesses and
grant opportunities to support the initiative. Because
of their efforts, ACPS purchased 35 bikes and helmets
for the MVCS pilot unit. In
2017, the program expanded,
and BITS is now active across
the 17 ACPS schools. Currently, the ACPS Health and
P.E. Department has 13 bike
fleets that rotate among all
17 city schools.

Browne presents “Doors of Opportunity” project
During their civil rights
unit, Browne Academy teacher
Alissa Kharkar’s 8th grade
history students learned
about the history of civil
rights in America from Reconstruction and Jim Crow to
landmark Supreme Court rulings, such as Brown v. Board
of Education.
The eighth graders had full
creative freedom to design a
“door of opportunity” that
focused on one or more of the
amendments, laws or Supreme
Court rulings that protected
individual rights and free-

doms. In their written explanations they had to share how
the legislation or court ruling led to positive change in
the country.
The door on the left side
focuses on the legal change,
while the door on the right
side focuses on injustices that
still exist today and need to be
addressed. Working with Maggie Marshall, Browne’s director of innovation, the eighth
graders used a laser cutter to
transfer/burn the students’
designs onto wood panels.
Each door also has handles

PHOTO/BROWNE ACADEMY

Eighth grade students at Browne
Academy created “Doors of
opportunity” that displayed
significant moments in civil rights
and present day challenges.

created on one of the school’s
3-D printers.

Fusion celebrates culture
The Fusion Academy Alexandria community gathered
last month to celebrate its
global diversity at a Culture
Day celebration.
Spearheaded by the head
of the history and world lan-

guages department, this event
featured an array of food, costumes and music from around
the globe. One table included
sweet Italian cannolis next to
fragrant Filipino Bistek Tagalog, while the next table high-

lighted ASL culture.
The sound of maracas
mixed with the clatter of forks
as students and staff mingled,
enjoying the chance to share
their own cultures and learn a
bit more about those of others.

ACDS students deliver speeches
Family friendly!
Open 7 days
a week!
New Spring
Menu & Hours
1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray
703.836.1212 •www.kaizentavern.com

571.970.2615
opalmusic
studio.com

Check out Speak
Easy, the Alexandria
Times podcast.
Find us on Spotify, iTunes and
Audible – or wherever you
listen to your podcasts.

Piano, guitar, voice, strings, and
woodwinds lessons for all ages and levels!
Highest quality private lessons taught by
creative and engaging faculty.

Alexandria Country Day
School’s eighth graders
recently delivered their final
Speeches and Sweets presentations in front of friends
and family.
Speeches and Sweets is
an annual experience where

every fifth through eighth
grade student demonstrates
their writing, speaking and
presentation skills in progressively sophisticated ways.
By eighth grade, ACDS students are effective storytellers
using their voice, gestures and

visual display to communicate
about their topic of choice.
Over the course of two
evenings, audiences were
treated to 27 engaging and
thought-provoking speeches
that each resembled entries in
the TED Talk series.

ACPS students win regional science fair
Alexandria City Public
Schools students participated
in the 2022 Northern Virginia Science and Engineering Fair. More than 30 ACPS
student projects were recommended to advance to the
regional level of the fair in
March. Many of those ACPS
students received recognition
and awards.
Alexandria City High

School Minnie Howard campus student Natalie Bowen
placed first in the regional
competition and advanced to
the 2022 Virginia State Science and Engineering Fair.
Six students from the ACHS
King Street campus, Minnie
Howard campus and George
Washington Middle School
took second-place honors in
the regional competition and

14 others placed third, representing the high school,
GWMS and Jefferson-Houston PreK-8 IB School.
Fifteen students from
ACHS, GWMS and Francis
C. Hammond Middle School
received honorable mentions.
Additional society awards
were also presented. View a
full list of ACPS winners here:
https://bit.ly/3vS5Yt8.
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SSSAS seniors inducted into Cum Laude Society
Twenty-four seniors were
inducted as new members
of the St. Stephen’s and St.
Agnes School chapter of the
Cum Laude Society during a
ceremony on April 28.
The Cum Laude Society recognizes academic
achievement in secondary
schools for the purpose of
promoting excellence, justice

and honor. Patterned after
the college honorary society Phi Beta Kappa, the Cum
Laude Society was founded
in 1906 and has since grown
to 382 chapters, primarily in independent schools,
with about 24 chapters in
public schools.
To be considered for
membership in the SSSAS

Cum Laude Society, seniors
must be in the upper 20% of
their class and have attained
the qualifying grade point
average for three years of
secondary school. Juniors,
now seniors, who are in the
top 10% of their class were
inducted last June and recognized at the ceremony
this month.

PHOTO/SSSAS

Twenty-four seniors at St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School were inducted into the Cum Laude Society.

PHOTO/GEORGETOWN VISITATION

Lily Nicholson, an Alexandria resident, painted the People’s
Choice Award-winning “Mt. Mansfield” at this year’s Georgetown
Visitation art show.

Georgetown Visitation
puts on art show
The breadth and depth
of Georgetown Visitation’s
artistic talent was on display
at the school's annual art
show last month.
Faculty, students, and
families gathered to appreciate the beautiful works
from students that display

the skills and perspectives
of students. The afternoon
concluded with awards in
several categories, including Alexandria resident Lily
Nicholson, class of 2022,
who painted this year’s People’s Choice Award-winning
piece, “Mt. Mansfield.”

School Profile

Fusion Academy
Fusion Academy is a private, comprehensive school
(grades 6-12) that is part of
Fusion Education Group, a
nationwide network of Fusion
Academy schools. Courses are
offered at Essential, College
Prep, and Honors levels. Our
holistic curriculum promotes
self-awareness, resourcefulness, creativity, and critical thinking. Fusion students
become articulate in both academic discourse and self-advocacy. We celebrate multiple
pathways to success and prepare students to navigate
their journey with confidence
and competence
Each campus is a community of learning dedicated to
creating a supportive environment where every student
can flourish – emotionally,
socially and academically.

We believe positive relationships and personalized
learning solutions unlock
student potential.
This summer, Fusion Alexandria is offering both a full
array of courses for credit and
an interactive, cross-curricular summer camp for rising 6th, 7th, and 8th graders.
The camp is designed to provide students with a fun, fourweek program that focuses
on applying hands-on learning experiences to classroom projects and developing
meaningful friendships and
age-appropriate social skills.
The camp runs from Tuesday, July 5th through Friday, July 29th from 9:30 am
to 1:30 pm, and includes a
weekly field trip followed by
collaborated lessons.
If your family is seeking to

AT A GLANCE
School name: Fusion
Academy Alexandria
Address: 333 John
Carlyle St., Suite
100, Alexandria
Years in operation:
2017-present
Grades: 6-12
Number of students:
637
Tagline: A revolutionary
PHOTO/FUSION ACADEMY ALEXANDRIA

Students at Fusion Academy Alexandria enjoy one-on-one
mentoring with personalized instruction.

jumpstart progress during the
summer, maintain gains made
during the school year, this
program is designed to meet
those goals while also provid-

ing a fun summer camp experience tailored to your child’s
particular needs.
This is advertorial content.

way to school.
Type of instruction:
One-on-one instruction
Website:
www.fusionacademy.com
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School Board approves
Narcan in ACPS
Decision follows
recent opioid spike in
Alexandria

can to schools free of charge.
The Department of Community and Human Services and
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON
the city’s opioid work group
will lead training sessions with
Following a recent spike in school nurses and other desopioid overdoses among youth ignated staff members, which
in the city, the Alexandria consist of recognizing sympSchool Board voted on May 5 toms of a potential overdose
to make Narcan available at all as well as administration of
schools in the district.
the medication.
The prescription
The decision
nasal spray, also
comes after a city
known as Naloxone,
news release warnquickly and effecing residents about
tively reverses opia recent spike in
oid overdoses. With
opioid overdoses in
the School Board’s
Alexandria and disapproval, nurses
tribution of counand designated staff
terfeit
Percocet,
will be trained to
particularly among
JULIE
administer the medyouth. According to
CRAWFORD
ication in schools in
the release, between
cases of emergency.
April 1 and May 1, 12 opioid
“We’re imploring our fami- overdoses were reported in the
lies to be alert, our staff mem- city, six of which occurred in
bers to have conversations and people below the age of 17.
our students to report if they
“Obviously this is of great
see anything, so that we can concern to us, and while this
hopefully assist in putting an policy and our work with
end to this. And of course, one VDH has been in the works
step in that is the availability of for sometime, it is excepNarcan in our schools in case of tionally timely to make sure
any suspected overdose,” Julie that Narcan gets into our
Crawford, chief of student ser- schools as quickly as possible,”
vices and equity, said.
Crawford said.
Specifically, the Code of
Two weeks ago, two stuVirginia has been revised to dents in a neighboring jurisinclude the administration of diction died from reported
the medication.
overdoses. As a preventative
“Naloxone in the form of measure, ACPS offers a numan intra-nasal spray is stocked ber of resources at all schools,
in each school to be admin- such as substance abuse counistered by any school nurse, selors through the Departother School Board employ- ment of Student Services
ees or individuals contracted and Equity.
by the School Board to proThe Alexandria Health
vide school health services, or Department also offers free
an employee or other person Narcan and it is available
acting on behalf of the School without a prescription at most
Board who has completed a pharmacies. According to
training program for any stu- Emily Bentley, the city’s opioid
dent believed in good faith to response coordinator, Narcan
be in need of such medica- is an effective tool in reversing
tion,” reads the updated code.
drug overdoses, but it might
The Virginia Department require a higher amount to
of Health will provide Nar- work on fentanyl.

“[Fentanyl]
does
not
respond as quickly to Narcan as heroin would, or morphine would, because of that
potency. It does respond, it
does work, people often just
need more Naloxone to reverse
a high fentanyl load or overdose,” Bentley said.
The city provides a nasal
spray that comes in a box of
two, which is dispensed up an
individual’s nose and absorbed
through the sinus cavity.
Those who are worried
about inadvertently giving Narcan to someone who
doesn’t need it can exhale.
Bentley said there are no
adverse side effects when
administering the medicine.
“If an individual or a child
in the home or somebody was
given Narcan and opioids
was not the problem, nothing
would happen,” Bentley said.
“The only time Narcan has an
effect is if there is an opioid
load. If someone had a heart
attack or a diabetic attack and
an individual wasn’t sure what
was going on and they administered Narcan, there would be
no adverse effects.”
Both Bentley and Crawford
encouraged community members to seek treatment if they
need help, and to stay away
from street drugs since there
is a high likelihood that they
could be illegitimate.
“I can’t stress enough …
that nothing is safe to take
if it is laced with fentanyl. It
doesn’t matter if it’s a pill from
a friend who you’ve known forever, someone who’s walking
down the street and offering
you something free, nothing is
safe right now,” Crawford said.
“You don’t know when you’re
ingesting something if it is
safe or not.”
Board member W. Christopher Harris made a motion
to approve use of Narcan in
schools, which Vice Chair
Jacinta Greene seconded. The
motion passed unanimously,
9-0, and went into effect
immediately.
-oanderson@alextimes.com
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An early victim of multiple sclerosis
Corrine Idella Henry
among first diagnosed
in city
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

In the 1940s, Corrine Idella
Henry was full of life and
dreams of one day marrying
her military fiancé when she
started experiencing problems
with her balance. She would
stand up only to fall down.
Unknown to her at the time,
she was experiencing symptoms of multiple sclerosis, a
chronic disease that affects
the brain and spinal cord. She
would be one of the first African Americans in Alexandria
to be diagnosed with M.S.
Henry lived in the western part of Alexandria known
as Seminary. She was born on
Nov. 15, 1927 to Wilmer and
Willie Mae Henry and was a
member of Oakland Baptist
Church.
In the early 1940s, she
attended Parker-Gray High
School with many of her
friends from her neighborhood. Her friends included
Hilda Wanzer, Mamie Casey,
Vivian Rust, Lillian Terrell and
Frances Wanzer. Those young
women formed a group called
the Silver Slippers.
Henry was outgoing and
her daughter Sylvia said, “[My]
mother was a woman ahead of
her time.” Henry was the third
child in her family.
She had her first child,
Sylvia, in 1949 when she was
22. After the birth of Sylvia,
Henry experienced pains that
were related to the first signs
of M.S. In 1954, she had her
second child, Toniette, and

after that, her unknown illness became worse. Henry
kept falling, and at a certain
point she needed assistance in
walking and she felt weakness
in her limbs. Her parents asked
their church to pray for their
daughter. A relative advised
the family to take Henry to a
doctor to find the exact cause
of her ailment.
Henry’s two daughters were
7 and 2 years old when she was
diagnosed. Her mother, Willie
Mae, quit her job at Virginia
Theological Seminary to assist
her. Henry’s children were
her caregivers.
As her illness progressed,
she found it painful to sit
upright. She could not turn her
body over, so her father would
help her twice a day. The family
was able to get help for Henry
through the Givers Fund,
which provided funding to the
Alexandria Visiting Nursing
Association. She was also able
to remain in her parents’ home
at 1021 Woods Place because
the Visiting Nursing Association assisted in securing a hospital bed for her.
As time went on, Henry’s
M.S. advanced. Throughout
her illness, she was in and out
of the hospital, with one of
her stays lasting for one year.
Her children would visit her
throughout this time.
“I would go after school
to visit my mother. She was
in the Alexandria Hospital in
the segregated ward. After my
visits, I would leave the hospital and go out to wait for a
bus to go home. As I walked
away, I could see her waving
from her bedroom window,”

Sylvia recalled.
“I do not remember my
mother ever walking. I always
remember her in bed,” Toinette, who was 2 during this
time, said. “I know that when
my grandfather tried to put her
in a wheelchair, she was very
uncomfortable and in pain.
That was the only time I heard
her complaining.”
To celebrate one of Henry’s birthdays, the hospital’s
newsletter said this about her,
“One of Alexandria Hospital’s
favorite patients celebrated her
birthday on November 15 and
the entire nursing staff of her
unit joined in the celebration.”
“This is the nicest birthday
I have ever had,” Henry said in
response.
By 1964, Henry had lost her
sight. In August 1966, she was
readmitted to the hospital, and
it was her last trip. She died on
Aug. 29, 1966, at the age of 38.
“The doctors said they did
not expect her to live that long.
They said they believe she had
the will to live because she
wanted to be with her daughters,” Sylvia said.
Anyone who knew Henry
fell in love with her and her
incredible fortitude on behalf
of her children. Her daughters
remembered their mother on
Mother’s Day.
The author is a freelance
writer, independent historian,
investigative researcher,
professional genealogist and a
Living Legend of Alexandria.
You can visit her blog at
www.theotheralexandria.
com for more about “The
Other Alexandria.”
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Corinne Idella Henry started experiencing pain that is now
associated with multiple sclerosis when she was in her 20s.

COURTESY PHOTO

As her disease advanced, Henry spent long stretches in Alexandria
Hospital, where her daughters, Sylvia and Toniette, got used to
seeing her in a hospital bed.
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HOMEOWNERS!
Will your home need
some exterior TLC
this year?
Let us put our 35
years of experience
to work for you!
We are booking
summer work now.
Call us today
to schedule your
free estimate!

703-684-7702

techpainting.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Fair trade aims to prioritize people over profit by offering better conditions for workers and producers in
marginalized communities.

What is fair trade?
Understand the
concept ahead of World
Fair Trade Day
BY KATE MCMAHON

World Fair Trade Day, a
global celebration held each
year on the second Saturday of
May, is coming up this weekend. It’s an opportunity to
envision a world where trade
helps support small-scale
farmers, producers and their
families, cultivating healthy
and sustainable communities
around the world.
But first, let’s take a step
back and talk about what fair
trade is. According to the
World Fair Trade Organization, the definition of fair
trade is:
“ ... a trading partnership,
based on dialogue, transpar-

ency and respect, that seeks
greater equity in international trade. It contributes to
sustainable development by
offering better trading conditions to, and securing the
rights of, marginalized producers and workers – especially in the South.”
Fair trade has humble
beginnings. In 1946, Edna
Ruth Byler, a wife and mother,
became an unexpected entrepreneur. She began buying
needlework from women in
the LaPlata Valley of Puerto
Rico and bringing it back to
her home in Pennsylvania
and selling it to her friends
and family. What started as
one woman selling textiles
from the trunk of her car and
telling the stories of artisans
who made them, grew into

lasting partnerships and a
global fair trade movement
that is still growing today.
The 10 principles of fair
trade specify the ways that
fair trade enterprises are set
up and behave to ensure they
put people and the planet
first. The WFTO carries out
verification and monitoring to ensure these principles are upheld. The principles
include providing opportunity
for disadvantaged producers;
transparency and accountability; ensuring fair trade
practices; paying a fair price;
ensuring no forced or child
labor and commitment to
non-discrimination, gender
equity and women’s economic
empowerment and freedom
of association.
But fair trade is about more
than just trading. It is a vision
SEE FAIR TRADE
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of business and trade that puts
people and the planet before
profit. It fights poverty, climate change, gender inequality and injustice and is a proof
of concept that showcases
the enterprise models of the
new economy.
Why should you care?
Your purchasing dollar can
make a difference. We are one
of the most consumer driven
nations in the world, and by
choosing fair trade, we are
choosing to support a global
movement that is striving to
create change and end generational poverty through
trade. The global market has
become a very competitive
place that has put enormous
pressure on craftspeople all
over the world to make their
products cheaper and faster.
Choosing to purchase fair
trade is a way of saying that
it’s important to you that the
person who made your prod-
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uct is not exploited.
So, step out on Saturday
and support your local fair
trade store or grocer by purchasing some delicious fair
trade chocolate or coffee,
grabbing a gift for your friend
or stocking up on greeting
cards to send to friends and
family throughout the year.
You have many choices right
here in Alexandria, starting
with Ten Thousand Villages,
who has been a fair trade
source on King Street for more
than 27 years. MOM’s Organic
Market, Indus Imports
and Mason and Greens are
other great local options
to find fair trade or locally
made products.
Want to learn more
about fair trade and how to
get involved? Visit www.
wfto.com or www.fairtrade
federation.com.
The writer is
managing director of Ten
Thousand Villages.

COURTESY PHOTO

Saturday is World Fair Trade Day, a global celebration of the economic practice that started
in the 1940s.

HOME OF THE WEEK

Historic 1790s home plus private garden

AT A GLANCE
Address:
3 and 4 Potomac Court,
Alexandria 22314
Neighborhood: Old Town
Price: $995,000
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2 full, 1 half
Year built: 1790
COURTESY PHOTO

Left: This property was originally built as two houses for dock workers before both houses were combined into one.
Middle Left: The main floor living room features a wood-burning fireplace.
Middle Right: This 1790s Colonial has plenty of historic touches, including a dip in the backyard that was originally a well or privy.
Right: The home includes a private garden on an 1,100-square foot side lot as well as a backyard with a brick patio.

Open house: May 15, 1 to

History buffs: The United
States was 14 years old when
this home was built, and
the city docks were only a
block away.
It retains the Colonial-era
feel, but has all the modern conveniences, including central air conditioning.

Peter Crouch

Plus, it has both a private
garden on an 1,100-squarefoot side lot and a backyard
with a brick patio. There is
even a dip in the backyard
that is likely a historic well
or privy.
Originally built as two
houses for dock workers,

numbers 3 and 4 Potomac
Court were long ago combined into a bigger, wider
house. Inside there are the
original wide-plank pine
floors, old windows, narrow stairs and charm everywhere.
The main level feaHOMES ADVERTORIAL

tures a living room with a
wood-burning fireplace, a
second living room or family room, a separate dining room and kitchen.
Upstairs, there are two bedrooms, two full baths and an
office space. There is a full
stand-up attic as well.

4 p.m. or by appointment
Contact:

McEnearney Associates
Realtors, Old Town
pcrouch@mcenearney.com
www.crouchrealtygroup.com
703-244-4024
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Our View

The highs and lows of
budget season
Another budget season has come and gone, and, as always, there
is plenty to both commend and criticize the city for.
The idea of a “perfect budget” is a fantasy. There will always be
too many programs, projects and groups in the city in need of support and not enough funding to support them. The FY2023 budget
adopted by City Council last week makes great strides in some areas,
while leaving others a work in progress. By and large, though, City
Manager Jim Parajon’s first budget for Alexandria is a robust one,
especially considering the ongoing pandemic-related pressures, hot
real estate market and competitive labor environment communities
across the region and country are facing.
The elephant in the room for most residents is the rise in real
estate assessments, which will push the average taxpayer’s bill up
by $445, or 6.5%. Despite the real estate tax remaining steady at
$1.11 per $100 of assessed value, taxpayers will likely still feel an
impact both from increasing assessments and an 8.9% jump in city
spending in this year’s budget. The car tax relief being offered by
the city will ease some of the burden, particularly for the owners of
the more than 30,000 cars affected by the 100% state car tax subsidy, but even that will likely be outweighed by the real estate tax.
Given the increase in city spending, the question remains: Are
those expenditures worth the cost to the taxpayers? Overall, the
answer this year is, “Yes” – with a few caveats.
Employee compensation; affordable housing; transit expansion;
modernization of the city’s police; additional early childhood support; school infrastructure and equity are all a part of this year’s
budget – and rightfully so.
While the compensation increases adopted this year are commendable – 7% for firefighters, 6% for police and sheriff’s deputies
and 4.5% for general staff – we agree with Mayor Justin Wilson’s
assessment that this cannot be a one-time pay bump. Even with
these increases, the city lags behind its regional counterparts when
it comes to salaries for its first responders. The city needs to make
ongoing investments in its staff to ensure that it not only finds but
retains and rewards its workers.
It is also great to see the city make some moves to increase its
dedicated funding for affordable housing through the so-called
“penny fund” associated with the real estate tax. With 1 cent per
$1.11 of $100 assessed value going toward this fund, taxpayers
will be paying to make the city a more affordable place to live for
all residents.
With the city investing $288.4 million in flood mitigation and
infrastructure efforts over the next 10 years, the further increase
of the stormwater utility fee to $294 per billing unit remains disappointing. This is an issue that needs to be resolved both in
the short-term and long-term, but each increase of the fee gives
us less confidence that the city knows where and how to spend
this money.
Each budget is a roadmap for the city’s direction and priorities. With this year’s budget, the city is poised to make worthwhile
investments in its first responders, affordable housing, schools and
transit, but these cannot be one-and-done budget items. So, as we
all contemplate this year’s “moral document,” as Councilor Alyia
Gaskins called the budget, let’s keep one eye on the future. Next
year’s budget season will be here before you know it.
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Opinion

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”
				

- Thomas Jefferson

Photo of the Week

PHOTO/DICK CHAIT

The terminus on Oronoco Street that once served
Robinson Terminal North remains along Alexandria’s
waterfront, though in a state of disrepair.

Your Views

Elected sheriff should
run police department
To the editor:
Detailed news coverage of the city
budget and city hall’s plan for police body
cameras, splayed over five pages and 145
column inches of text in the Alexandria
Times, bolstered by an insightful editorial recognizing that various stakeholders’ support for body cameras might be
based on overly rosy, diametrically different assumptions, nevertheless, misses the
main story.
With annual inflation running at 8.5%,
city hall’s adopted pay raise of 5% for police
and 7% for firefighters, plus an additional
across-the-board 0.5%, amounts to a pay
cut in inflation-adjusted terms. The city’s
emergency responders packed the hall
because they understand this, apparently
better than the city's largely college-educated electorate, because of their day-today experience: Food inflation has soared
to 8.8%, according to the Department of
Agriculture. Gasoline, which city hall
would like to eliminate, soared to an alltime high of $4.33 a gallon, according to
Reuters. Average real estate sale prices in
Alexandria increased 6% in one month,
according to Danny Smith in “Important
home sale considerations,” in the April 28

Alexandria Times.
City hall is only too happy to embrace
police body cameras, so long as almost
three-quarters of the cost comes from
grants, but at a time when police criminal
investigations staffing is down approximately one-fifth, police are redirecting
personnel from traffic enforcement to
higher priorities due to staffing shortages.
Additionally, few to no applicants are
showing up for the police exam, likely
due to poor pay. City hall can “defund
the police” the underhanded way, without ever having to say they’re actually
defunding the police and can hide behind
virtue signaling by funding nine new
positions to support body cameras, which
will not be police on the street serving
and protecting residents and businesses.
The proper antidote to city hall’s
sleight of hand is to put the police department under the elected sheriff whose
independence allows him to demand fair
pay for officers and call out city hall’s
legerdemain in a way that the appointed
police chief would be insubordinate were
he to do so.
-Dino Drudi,
Alexandria
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This year’s McCoy
remembrance
To the editor:
On April 23, more than 300
Alexandrians met at Market
Square to remember the lynching
of Joseph McCoy that happened
125 years ago to the day. For those
in our community who could not
attend the McCoy Remembrance,
we want to share some important
points that were made:
Mayor Justin Wilson shared
an insight into then Virginia Gov.
Charles Triplett O’Ferrall’s thinking on lynching. The governor
launched an investigation and
condemned the inaction of then
Mayor Luther Thompson and
censored the police department,
leading many today to think him
righteous. But as Wilson pointed
out, O’Ferrall’s endgame was to
use the law to hang McCoy, the
thinking being: Why resort to
extrajudicial mob justice when
you have the power of the courts
on your side?
Current Police Chief Don
Hayes used his first public
appearance as our new chief to
belatedly apologize to Alexandria’s African American community for the poor leadership of his
predecessor in 1897, his inaction
and complicity in the lynching of
McCoy, as well as his allowing the
lynchers to go free.
Bryan Porter is the 11th Commonwealth’s Attorney to serve
Alexandria since Leonard Marbury, who also played a role in
the lynching.
“Marbury conspired with
other public officials, to include
the mayor, the police chief, and
the commander of the local militia, to cover up the culpability of
Alexandria’s white elites, providing uncorroborated alibis to those
under suspicion and overtly lying
to the investigators sent by the
Governor to look into the lynching,” Porter stated. He added that
Marbury did not prosecute a single person for the murder even
though he almost certainly had

Filling in the Blanks
with Meagan L. Alderton

first-hand knowledge of the participants. Porter’s moving words
included an expression of his personal shame and grief over his
predecessor’s choices.
Yahney Marie Sangare, Alexandria City High School sophomore and vice president of the
Black Student Union, drew a
standing ovation for her remarks
– many in attendance likened her
passionate statement to those
made by the young poet Amanda
Gorman who read “The Hill We
Climb” at the inauguration of
President Joe Biden in 2021.
“I would love to end this
speech with a call to action. I
would love to tell you to do something as simple as protest, or
vote, or read an article, or check
your bias: and I do commend
those who take those actions and
encourage them. But I am afraid
such an ultimatum of improvement is a naive prayer. I enlist
you, in this forum, remembrance,” Sangare said, later adding, “I enlist your remembrance,
in hopes that in knowing, we may
find love. For what is love, if not
revolution?”
Finally, Rev. James Daniely
of Roberts Memorial Methodist
Church gave a passionate eulogy
for Joseph McCoy – to loud and
constant applause – memorializing him as his predecessor did 125
years before. He implored participants to work to bring equal justice to all.
“To become peacemakers
during confrontations of hate. To
make this American nightmare
into the reality where all men and
women in these United States are
treated as equals, that they are
protected by their governments
to ensure their rights, that among
these are equal justice to good
representation, an opportunity
to be trained for gainful employment, access to good health care,
SEE DAVIS

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the
endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

| 20

Teachers making a difference
guage learners and gifted students.
The classroom now demands diverThe challenges our teachers face on a daily sity as the norm and flexibility as the rule,
basis in providing knowledge, understanding not the exception. Likewise, the role of the
and the pursuit of success for all students are modern teacher is no longer that of being
celebrated in May during Teacher
a dispenser of knowledge but
Appreciation Week, but the teachrather a facilitator of it. Workers’ devotion to their position is a
books and worksheets still have a
year-round effort. As Nobel Peace
role, but the evolved teacher priPrize laureate Malala Yousafzai
oritizes project-based learning,
said, “One child, one teacher,
performance-based tasks and stuone book, one pen can change
dent voice. The evolved teacher
the world.”
also understands the role that
We hear so often the stories
social-emotional success plays in
of how a teacher has made a difequitable access to education.
MEAGAN L.
ference in a person’s life. That is
While educators have long
ALDERTON
because teaching is so much more
known about the importance of
than a job; it is a vocation that requires great Social Emotional Academic Learning, articdedication. And while there is no one for- ulating its significance has only come about
mula for achieving success as a teacher, there recently and deserves mention as we observe
are characteristics that will help achieve National Mental Health Awareness Month.
that goal.
As ACPS worked diligently to bolster and
As a career educator, I have come to codify our Multi-Tiered System of Support
understand the essential tools required to do prior to the pandemic, we have been poised
the very difficult work of classroom teaching, to address the resulting social-emotional and
which include flexibility, tenacity, humility academic needs of our students. In fact, our
and humor. Teachers need to be flexible with focus on MTSS through a SEAL lens will be a
themselves, flexible with instructional strat- guiding light for both our staff and students
egy and flexible with their students. Tenac- for the next few years and beyond.
ity is a teacher’s best friend and backing
Charged with providing a high-quality
down from a challenge is rarely optional, but education to each student, educators today
rather challenges are welcomed with open are expected to place equity at the center of
arms. The skillful teacher is humble, which instructional practice. With every child comis far from a sign of weakness but rather an ing to the classroom with different tools,
acknowledgement that we too are lifelong challenges, perspectives and experiences,
learners and sometimes need help. Having a teachers realize some of these can be an asset
sense of humor is a must for survival in the to the student while others can erect barriers
classroom setting and is highly questionable to learning. Using equity as a lens, teachers
without it.
can focus on removing barriers so every stuOver the years, the role of the teacher has dent can successfully navigate their way on
evolved and public educators have been held the road to opportunity.
more accountable for ensuring the provision
While our teachers at times appear to
of a high-quality education to each student. be larger-than-life superheroes, we need to
The landmark Brown v. Board of Education remember that they too need affirmation.
decision of 1954 was the beginning of requir- Celebrating our teachers this month, we
ing all teachers to be ready to teach every should remember that acknowledgement,
student. However, resistance to such a basic appreciation and pay can go a long way. And
requirement raged on for nearly 20 years. The as a community, let us work to lift up the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of teaching profession and honor it for what
1975, which mandates the provision of a free it truly is: one of the most important proand appropriate public education for students fessions on the planet. Our teachers help to
with disabilities, continues to be fine-tuned shape our leaders of tomorrow.
today, and federal and state legislatures
continue to grapple with what it means to
The writer is chair of the
provide high-quality support to English lanAlexandria School Board.
BY MEAGAN L. ALDERTON
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The Murray-Dick-Fawcett House at 250
The Murray-Dick-Fawcett
House at 517 Prince St. is 250
years old, and although it is
the least-altered house in
Northern Virginia, this year
the 1896 tin roof is being
replaced and some wood
repaired. The house, which
is on the National Register of
Historic Places as part of Alexandria’s historic district, is
unique because each owner
added something but left previous construction in place.
Piedmont oak cut in 1772 still
holds up the roof of the tworoom-plus-attic section. Original cabinets, woodwork and
heart-pine floors remain.
Irish immigrant Patrick
Murray’s
“well-timbered”
farm near Winchester may
have supplied wood. Murray added two rooms in 1784,
repurposing windows and
encapsulating some of the
earlier roof. Then he opened
a stable. The kitchen, smokehouse, laundry and privies
attest to his dreams of business success. Alas, he ran
into financial trouble, and in
1794 physician-investor, later

mayor, Elisha Cullen Dick
bought the house. The next
year merchants William Newton and John Thomas Ricketts
purchased it and added an ell
around 1797.
In 1816, John Douglass
Brown, an import-export merchant, bought the house for
$3,000, 25% less than William
Smith paid in 1806. Brown
recorded repair expenses in a
notebook. The biggest change
he made was moving the
front door from Prince Street
to the east side. Brown lived

in the house with his family
and enslaved people. His wife
Mary kept her own book with
recipes and homemade cures
for illnesses.
Brown, also a tobacco
agent, entertained clients at
his house. In 1816, he paid
$34.17 for coffee “for Tav” – a
merchant did not need a tavern license. In 1825 he paid
$36.06 for 128 gallons of whiskey, more than 1,000 shots!
Brown’s descendants lived
in the house for 184 years.
John and Mary Brown’s
daughter Jannett married second-cousin J. Wallace Hooff
in 1853 after a secret courtship
memorialized in a letter found
in the house in 1907. The rare
stamp on it sold for $2,850
then and $1 million in 2019.
Hooff added indoor plumbing
and a “water closet” in 1854
and gas lights in 1858. During
the Civil War, he worked for
the occupying Union troops
quartermaster, procuring food
and supplies.
His daughter, Mary, married dentist Edward Stabler
Fawcett. “Grampa” lived with

them and their children. With
11 children, one son was eventually sent to live with relatives because it was crowded,
until moving to “a little shantie” for privacy. Hooff died at
age 90 after a 54-year career
with the War Department.
Fawcett’s
son
Lewis
opened the house for the
American Historical Buildings
Survey in 1936, documenting 18th-century features.
When C. Joseph Reeder bought
the house in 2000, he removed
kitchen fireplace plaster and
found metal hardware to hold
pots.
Murray’s half-acre lot
today is .3 acres. The garden once held businesses – a
painter, carpenter and a Chinese-owned laundry – and
from 1912 to 1969 a two-story
brick church building. Now, it
is a city-owned park for visitors to enjoy while admiring
the sturdy construction of a
pre-Revolutionary War house.

protect this grand thought and
make it a reality for all of us.
And ‘all’ is one of those inclusive terms that leaves no one
out! It’s not enough to hold
others accountable. We, each
of us, must be accountable to
each other because we are our
brother and sister’s keepers,”

Daniely said.
The Alexandria Community
Remembrance Project has
posted the written remarks
on our website and can be
accessed at: www.alexandriava.
gov/cultural-history/in-memo
riam-2022-joseph-mccoy-april
-23-1897.

I hope that those who
were not able to join us will
take the time to read these
healing words.
-Audrey Davis,
director, Black History
Museum; co-director,
Alexandria Community
Remembrance Project

PHOTO/NATIONAL ARCHIVES

J. Wallace Hooff, seated in chair
at left, lived in the MurrayDick-Fawcett house during the
Civil War and worked for the
quartermaster of the occupying
Union troops. This photo was
taken in front of The Bank of
the Old Dominion, now the
Athenaeum.
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and education. Then, life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness has the same meaning to
the sisters and brothers in the
Burg as well as Beverley Hills
and Chirilagua. And that we
will, by any means necessary,

Weekly Poll
Last Week

What do you think of the city re-sinking the
historic ships that were recently found along
Alexandria’s waterfront in Ben Brenman Pond?
46% I love the preservation and innovation.
34% It’s a waste of tax dollars.
16% I wasn’t aware of it.
3% Historic preservation doesn’t interest me.

This Week

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Do you possess Narcan?
A) Yes.
B) No, but I plan to get some.
C) No, and I don't plan to get some.
D) I'm not sure what that is.

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM
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Weekly Words

DEATH NOTICES

Solutions from last week

JAMES B. BYERS (79), of Alexandria,
April 17, 2022
NORMA J. DEAN (72), of Alexandria,
April 5, 2022
DIANNA FOX (55), formerly of Alexandria,
April 28, 2022
CHARLENE SHIFFLETT (87), formerly of Alexandria,
April 23, 2022
ROBERT STERN SR. (74), of Alexandria,
April 23, 2022

BREAKING BREAD by David P. Williams, edited by David Steinberg
ACROSS
1
"___ Dreams of Sushi"
(2011 film)
5
Iraqi, perhaps
9
Sleeveless garment
13 Barolo or merlot
17 Spanish for "love"
18 Tail end
19 Assumed name
21 Name that sounds like "K.C."
22 "Abso-freaking-lutely!" (Note
the last three letters in this
answer + ...)
24 Around the time of
25 Feudal lord
26 NBC sketch show, briefly
27 Not that!
28 They're often lit at garden
parties (... the first four
in this one)
30 Admit wrongdoing
32 Desert hill
33 Pampered one?
34 Drama in Shibuya
35 Clever comeback (Last
four letters + ...)
37 Lead-in to "dynamic"
38 Stereo alternative
39 Pseudo-cultured
40 Unrefined resource
41 "OK, but just this once"
(... first four)

43
45
46
47
48
50
51
55
58
60
64
65
67
69
70
71
72
73
75
77
79
81
82
83
87
91
92
93
94
95

Staggers
Bawl
Opinion survey
Help
Gung-ho
Sunbathes
Black-and-white animal
Computer support, maybe?
Against the law
Bolshevik's foe
Hit, as a double bass
What moles collect
(Last two letters + ...)
Chicken ___ (... first six)
Dance to punk
N. Macedonia joined it in 2020
Goes around for rounds
Single or twin
Available from a keg
Drops from the sky
Journeys
"Obviously!"
Trippy drug
Shark part
Open, like an oyster
One celebrating a win
energetically (Last six
letters + ...)
___ and cheese
Fit for the task
"Well, uh-uh"
Performs like Nicki Minaj
SpongeBob's channel

99
100
101
102
103
106
107
109
110
111
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120

(... first six)
5G predecessor
Strong desire
Kind or type
Light beams
Ben & Jerry's flavor for
Deadheads (Last 3 letters + ...)
Crush, like potatoes
Hi-___ image
Stale episode
Black-and-white cookies
Large group of troops
(... first five)
Eurasian mountains
Sun Devils' Arizona city
Ice skating jump
"The Taste of Country Cooking"
chef Lewis
Dole (out)
Changes the color of
Neat
Like some fakes or lakes

DOWN
1
Sometimes-blue birds
2
"There's no stopping me!"
3
Ball game in Las Vegas
4
Sphere
5
Bea of "The Golden Girls"
6
Steps for dinner or disaster
7
Oohs and ___
8
Bikini part
9
Like a ghost town

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
20
21
23
28
29
31
32
35
36
37
38
41
42
44
45
46
49
50
52
53
54
55
56
57
59
61

First-class
Apple assistant
Chain with quesaritos
Be patient
"That clears things up"
Campari cocktail
Range of vision
Much of North Africa
Stuff to mold
Handmade jewelry source
Like 24-karat gold
"The Hot Zone" virus
Personal taste
Blue tang in "Finding Nemo"
Peace's opposite
Rush of water
Athlete who shines
Humble
Charged particle
Musician Phair
Stated
Salsa singer Cruz
Buddy
Narrow valley
Mathematician Terence
Shapeless shape
Like lightly cooked steak
Parroted
Long vehicle, for short
Unnamed writer (Abbr.)
Verbal nudge
Astronauts feel them
Comedian's gimmick (Var.)

62
63
66
67
68
71
74
76
78
80
81
82
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
95
96
97
98
100
101
104
105
106
108
111
112

Nut to squirrel away
Ready to harvest
"You gave me no choice!"
Soda holder
Inquires
Sorority invitation
Young pooch
Tire filler
Veiled criticism
Rush
Came into sight
Non-fiction?
Lift that isn't a Lyft
Near disaster
Jeong or Jennings on TV
Pivotal point on a seesaw
"Count me in!"
Show contempt for
Housefly larva
Oscar winner Sorvino
"Bam" and "beep"
Over the moon
"In conclusion ..."
Workplace inspection org.
Ball containers in
probability textbooks
Extent
Thing proven by an exception
"Ratatouille" rat
Long skirt
Lose it
Baseball club
Spearheaded
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Ruth Buhrman

Robert Lee King

March 3, 1923 - April 1, 2022
Ruth Ewing Buhrman, 99, left this life on April 1,
2022 at the Autumn Way assisted living home in Rupert,
West Virginia.
A devoted wife, mother and grandmother, Ruth was an
artist who loved everything in nature and had an eye for
beauty that was a constant source of joy for her and for
those around her.
A service for family and friends will be held at a
future date.

CALENDAR
MAY 13
THE LATE SHIFT: ART &
TECHNOLOGY Celebrate
the growing tech, DIY and
makerspace movement
happening in Alexandria and
beyond, with music, drinks and
demonstrations. The event will
feature makerspace and tech
partners from across the DMV.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: 105 N. Union St.
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/the-late-shift%3a-art%26-technology/16084/

MAY 14
OLD TOWN SPRINGTIME
ART FESTIVAL The annual

Alexandria Old Town Art Festival
is heading back to John Carlyle
Square. All the artwork is juried,
providing a high level of quality,
diversity and creativity of art on
display. The show is rated as
one of the top 100 art shows in
Sunshine Artist Magazine.
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location: 300 John Carlyle St.
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/2nd-annual-alexandriaold-town-springtime-artfestival/18725/

MAY 15
SPRING WINE FESTIVAL
& SUNSET TOUR Stop by
the Mount Vernon Spring
Wine Festival and taste
unlimited samples of wines
from Virginia’s finest wineries.
Visitors can relax on the east
lawn overlooking the Potomac
River while experiencing the
estate after hours. Bottles
of wine will be available for
purchase.
Time: 6 to 9 p.m.
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon

Memorial Highway
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/spring-wine-festival-%26sunset-tour/1873/

SEEWORTHY IN THE PARK
In 2018, archaeologists
uncovered the remains of three
ship hulls at the Robinson
Landing construction site and
stored the timbers in tanks of
water to prevent wood decay.
They are in the process of being
moved to Ben Brenman Pond
for preservation. This event will
include opportunities to talk
with archaeologists about ship
research and preservation, as
well as STEM-based activities
for all ages. Learn how wooden
ships were reused in the 18th
and 19th centuries as landfill
with Shoreline Engineering and
discover the physics behind
moving large ship timbers with
Mini Forklift Hydraulics.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: 4800 Ben Brenman
Park Drive
Information:
https://www.alexandriava.gov/
Archaeology

MAY 22
OLD TOWN FESTIVAL OF
SPEED & STYLE This annual

event highlights the unique
offerings of the Old Town
community, such as its history,
architecture, food and style.
All proceeds from this event
will benefit USO WashingtonBaltimore and ALIVE! Attendees
can view dozens of rare and
exotic cars up close and enjoy
live music provided by more
than 40 local merchants.
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Varies
Information:
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/old-town-festival-ofspeed-%26-style/18234/

Robert Lee King, Old Town’s Gilpin House
owner and resident, died March 5, 2022. A
memorial celebration of Bob’s life will be
held on Saturday, May 14, from 5:30 to 8
p.m. at the Principle Gallery at 208 King St.
Alexandria 22314.
Bob was born on Sept. 5, 1947, in Ft.
Payne, Alabama to Mr. E.R. King and Nellie
Durham King. He was raised in Rainsville,
Alabama where his mother operated the
Kings Family Restaurant. He took on every
possible role in the restaurant in his younger
years, which was a huge part of his work
ethic and life view.
After graduating Rainsville’s Plainview
High School in 1965, Bob studied mathematics and physics at Jacksonville State University graduating with his B.S. in 1969. He
joined the Peace Corps and was assigned to
Costa Rica with a short tour in Puerto Rico.
In Costa Rica, he helped families and small
villages develop water systems for irrigation
and safe drinking.
Returning to the United States, Bob continued his education at Oklahoma State University and then the University of Alabama
in Huntsville, Alabama. He was a graduate assistant in both universities, earning a
master’s in mathematics from the University
of Alabama in 1974. He then continued his
studies for a PhD and was a professor in UA’s
math department.
He was a great storyteller with many
interesting escapades to share. His sense of

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip
as an area spray to control lyme
disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, &
mosquitoes where they breed. At
Northwest Ace Hardware Stores.

humor was one of a kind. “Comma, but …”
was one of his quirky phrases. He traveled
extensively including the several-day journey on the entire Trans-Siberian Railway.
He competed in three runs of the Great Race,
a classic auto adventure requiring old-fashioned calculations of time and velocity to
complete the course.
In 1994, Bob moved to Alexandria,
Virginia and purchased the Gilpin House at
208 King St.. The Gilpin House is a historic
home in the heart of Old Town that was
built in the 1790s by George Gilpin, a
founding father of the city. Bob spent the
next 20 plus years lovingly and meticulously
restoring every inch of the building to its
historic glory.
Bob’s interests included antique cars,
jazz music, college basketball and making
his family recipes of pecan pie and sweet
potato casserole. Many people were touched
by his generosity, as he was always willing
to help people in need.
Bob suffered from multiple sclerosis
(M.S.) for most of his adult life and was very
generous to charities researching cures
and aiding people with M.S. He loved being
a part of the Old Town community. One of
his favorite activities was “stoop sitting,”
sitting on the front steps of 206 King St.,
discussing the building renovations and
even offering tours to passersby. Every
Saturday morning, he enjoyed French toast
and extra crispy bacon at the Warehouse
Bar and Grill.
Bob King is survived by his sisters
Ernestine (Charles) Cothran of Huntsville, Alabama, Faye Nell King Lingerfeld
of Rainsville, Alabama; nephew Brad (Tara)
Cothran of Houston, Texas; nieces Tina
(David) Allen of Fort Payne, Alabama, Leslie (Erskine) Thrasher of Ashville, North
Carolina, Shelley (Clay) Chitwood of Murfreesboro, Tennessee and Jan Cothran of
San Diego, California, as well as seven great
nephews and nieces and eight great-grand
nephews. He leaves behind special friends
Lee and Diane Halvorsen and their children
Kelsey and Kyle; Michele Marceau; Katya
Ananieva and Steve Novinger.

(WWW.Fleabeacon.com)

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you fill
your open positions! Promote job
listings regionally or statewide!

Affordable Print and Digital
Advertising Solutions reaching
potential candidates. Call this
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School
Board will hold a budget public
hearing on the FY 2023 Combined
Funds Budget and the FY 20232032 Capital Improvement Program
(CIP) Budget during the School
Board Meeting on May 19, 2022,
at 6:30 p.m. in the School Board
Meeting Room located at 1340
Braddock Place in Alexandria.
Public comments regarding the
FY 2023 Combined Funds Budget
and the FY 2023-2032 Capital
Improvement Program (CIP)
Budget may be submitted in the
following ways:
• Sign up to speak at the May
19th public hearing at: https://
acpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/
w1fupe0e02qz4wi/
• Email written comments to the
Clerk of the Board at: boardclerk@
acps.k12.va.us
• U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board
Alexandria City School Board
1340. Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314
Only comments related to the FY
2023 Combined Funds Budget and
the FY 2023-2032 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Budget will
be heard at the public hearing. Requests to speak or to submit written
comments must be submitted by
Noon on May 18, 2022.
For more information, please
contact the Clerk of the Board at
703-619-8316.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING &
ZONING DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW
The following requests have been
received for administrative review
and approval.
For information on the following
applications or to comment, visit the
City’s website at www.alexandriava.
gov/planning or call (703) 746-4666.
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Classifieds
Special Use Permit #2022-00032
2462 Mandeville Lane
Administrative Special Use Permit
request for a New Use of a Restaurant; zoned: CDD #2/Coordinated
Development District #2.
Proposed Business Name:
Nando’s Peri Peri
Applicant:
Nando’s Restaurant Group Inc.
Planner: Patrick Silva –
patrick.silva@alexandriava.gov
Special Use Permit #2022-00025
2450 Mill Road
Administrative Special Use Permit
request for a New Use of a Day Care
Center; zoned: CDD #2/Coordinated Development District #2.
Proposed Business Name:
Celebree School of Alexandria
Applicant: VOH Apollo l LLC
Planner: Patrick Silva –
patrick.silva@alexandriava.gov
In accordance with Section 11-500
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above
listed request may be approved
administratively by the Director of
Planning & Zoning. If you have any
comments regarding the proposal
above, please contact Planning &
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or
email the planner listed no later
than June 2, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the
City Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, held at City Hall,
301 King Street, Council Chamber
and on Zoom webinar on Saturday,
May 14, 2022 at 9:30 a.m., or as soon
as may be heard on the hereinafter
described items.
PUBLIC HEARING, Second
Reading and Final Passage of an
Ordinance to amend and reordain
Article C (Disposition of Abandoned, Unattended and Immobile
Motor Vehicles) of Chapter 8
(Parking and Traffic Regulations) of
Title 5 (TRANSPORTATION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES)
of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.
[ROLL-CALL VOTE].
PUBLIC HEARING, Second
Reading and Final Passage of an ordinance to amend Article A (GEN-

ERAL PROVISIONS) of Chapter
4 (COMMITTEES, BOARDS,
AND COMMISSIONS) of Title 2
(GENERAL GOVERNMENT) of
the Code of the City of Alexandria,
Virginia, 1981, as amended. [ROLLCALL VOTE].
PUBLIC HEARING, Second
Reading and Final Passage of an
Ordinance to amend and reordain
Sheet No. 055.01 of the "Official
Zoning Map, Alexandria, Virginia,"
adopted by Section 1-300 (OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND DISTRICT BOUNDARIES), of the City
of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance,
by rezoning the property at 901
North Pitt Street from, OC/Office
commercial to CRMU-X/Commercial residential mixed use (Old
Town North) in accordance with
the said zoning map amendment
heretofore approved by city council
as Rezoning No. 2022-00001
(Implementation Ordinance for Rezoning No. 2022-00001 associated
with 901 North Pitt Street approved
by City Council on April 23, 2022).
[ROLL-CALL VOTE].
PUBLIC HEARING, Second
Reading and Final Passage of an
Ordinance to amend and reordain
the allocation of State funds from
the Personal Property Tax Relief Act
(PPTRA) of 1998, Section 3-2-224
(Levied on Automobiles, Trucks,
Trailers, Semi-Trailers, Antique
Motor Vehicles, Taxicabs, Motorcycles, Campers and Other Recreational Vehicles, Boats and Trailers;
Amount), of the Code of the City of
Alexandria, Virginia.
[ROLL-CALL VOTE].
PUBLIC HEARING, Second
Reading and Final Passage of
an Ordinance Authorizing and
Empowering the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds through a
Direct Bank Loan. [ROLL-CALL
VOTE]. PUBLIC HEARING,
Second Reading and Final Passage
of an Ordinance to amend and
reordain the deadline for applying
for Personal Property Tax Relief
for the Elderly and Disabled
for first time filers and in cases
of hardship, Section 3-2-224.2
(Alternative Tax Rate for Elderly
and Handicapped0, of the Code of
the City of Alexandria, Virginia.
[ROLL-CALL VOTE].
PUBLIC HEARING and Consid-

eration of a License Agreement
Between the City and Virtue Feed
& Grain, LLC for Use of City Right
of Way for Outdoor Dining Space
Located at 106 South Union Street.
THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED
THAT AMENDMENTS OR
ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE
TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT PERSONS
INTERESTED IN ANY OF
THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN
FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT
CITY HALL (LIMITED COPIES
AVAILABLE). If the mayor finds
and declares that weather or
other conditions are such that
it is hazardous for members to
attend the meeting, this meeting
will be continued to the following
Saturday. GLORIA SITTON,
CMC, CITY CLERK

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its
controlled affiliates doing
business as Verizon Wireless
(Verizon Wireless) is proposing
to collocate antennas at 137 ft

on a 137 ft transmission tower
adjacent to 6261 T Franconia
Station Court, Alexandria,
Fairfax County, VA 23310. Public
comments regarding potential
effects from this site on historic
properties may be submitted
within 30 days from the date
of this publication to: Project
6122003478 - KNU c/o EBI
Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna
Trail South, York, PA 17403,
kuglum@ebiconsulting.com, or
via telephone at (757) 403-1704.

COMMUNITY YARD SALE
Riverside Gardens Community
Yard Sale. Saturday May 21st.
Rain Date Sunday May 22nd. 8
AM - 1 PM Stable Drive and Stirrup Lane, Alexandria VA 22308.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise your upcoming auctions
statewide and in other states.
Affordable Print and Digital
Solutions reaching your target
audiences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net
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PART 2: POSTING AND PUBLISHING
PUBLISHING NOTICE
Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 16.

Full name(s) of owner(s):

Trading as:

LTRM INC

If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation,
enter name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private
club, enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

OSAKA STEAK HOUSE & JAPANESE SUSHI

(trade name)

12760 DARBY BROOK CT.

(Location where business will trade)

WOODBRIDGE

(city/town)

PRINCE WILLIAM, VITGINIA 22192-2486
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY
for a

license

Wine and Beer On Premises

(type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.
ZHI LIN, PRESIDENT
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

Date notice posted at establishment:
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be
registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date received:

Referred to:

Application fee:

Postmarked date:

Date referred:

License fee:

Receipt no.:

Region:

CBC fee:

License no.:

Territory no.:

Total:

Form 806-4 (Rev. 09/2021). This is an official state document and all information contained or submitted therein is public
information. Refer to Privacy Statement on the bottom of page two regarding personal/tax information.
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K9 Yappy Hour
H O S T E D B Y T H E A L E X A N D R I A P O L I C E F O U N D AT I O N

As you know, I am a big dog lover. When I heard about the upcoming Yappy Hour event to benefit the well-being of Alexandria’s
active and retired police dogs, I knew I wanted to be involved. Bring your dogs and join me for a fun-filled evening!
THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2022 | 5:30-8:30PM
THE COCKTAIL GARDEN AT KING & RYE RESTAURANT
The Alexandrian Hotel | 480 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
In support of the organization, I will be covering the entrance fee for the first 100 attendees who mention my name.
For more information about the event and organization, please visit, alexandriapolicefoundation.org.

$15+ MILLION IN 2021 | NVAR Platinum Top Producer | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com
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