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Student succumbs 
to stab wound in 
McDonald's brawl
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

A teenager from Alexan-
dria City High School died 
from a stabbing wound suf-
fered during a fight on Tues-
day afternoon at the Bradlee 
Shopping Center McDonald’s, 
according to a news release. 

Alexandria police received 
a call for service at approxi-
mately 12:26 p.m. for a large 
group fight at 3536 King St., in 
which one male was critically 
injured and taken to the hos-
pital where he later died. 

ACHS Principal Peter Balas 
told community members in 

a statement Tuesday evening 
that the student killed was 
senior Luis Mejia Hernandez.

“On behalf of the entire 
Titan staff, I would like to 
express our deepest condo-
lences and sympathies to Luis’ 
family and loved ones. Luis 
will be deeply missed, and will 
always and forever be a Titan,” 
Balas said. 

ACPS Superintendent Dr.  
Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D. 
also issued a statement 
following the killing of  
Hernandez.

“Today was a tragic day 
for our school community,” 
Hutchings said. “We are 

ACPS teen killed 
in Bradlee melee

FILE PHOTO
An Alexandria City High School student was killed on Tuesday after a 
fight in the Bradlee Shopping Center McDonald's.
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At least one complaint 
has been filed during 
the business’ first year 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Colvin Street is indus-
trial, filled mostly with non-
descript brick buildings. 
The atmosphere is quiet and 
empty, save for a few cars 
pulling in and out of parking 
spots and the distant echo of 
nearby Duke Street traffic. 

It’s not apparent at first 

glance that almost one year 
has passed since a hotly con-
troversial halal slaughter-
house opened on the block. 
In that time, the business has 
more or less avoided causing 
disruption among neighbors, 
though at least one com-
plaint, in December 2021, has 
been filed against the butch-
ery.  

The Alexandria location 
of D.C. Poultry Market oper-
ates seven days a week at 

3225 Colvin St., butchering 
live birds to order for custom-
ers, who choose from the 300 
to 500 chickens shipped reg-
ularly from Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania. The chicken is then 
removed from its steel cage 
and slaughtered using halal 
practices that follow Islamic 
law. 

The journey leading up 
to this point was rife with 

Slaughterhouse mostly 
avoids disruption
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COURTESY PHOTO
The annual Old Town Speed & Style Festival took place on May 
22, featuring more than 100 classic cars, live music and models.

 PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
D.C. Poultry Market, located at 3225 Colvin St., has been open since July 2021.
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JUST SOLD

ACTIVE ACTIVE

323 Mt. Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
2 BD | 2 BA | $730,000 

Listed by The Rivkin Group

3 E Nelson Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301 
4 BD | 2 BA | $1,049,000

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

530 S. Alfred Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
2 BD | 2.5 BA | $759,900

Listed by The Goodhart Group

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Check Out What’s 
Sizzling in This 
Summer Market!

Have questions about when to start 
your next move? Reach out to one of 
our Alexandria experts for an inside 
look at how the market is moving in 
your neighborhood.

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152co
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COMING SOON

708 Lyles Ln, Alexandria, VA 22314 
3 BD | 3.5 BA | Price Upon Request

Listed by Pia Taylor

TEAM OF
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Arlington resident Karina 
Lipsman earned the Repub-
lican nomination for 
the 8th congressio-
nal district at a del-
egate-styled ranked 
choice convention on 
Saturday. 

Lipsman secured 
the nomination by 
capturing 61.5% of 
the votes, defeating 
challengers Kezia 
Tunnell, Jeff Jordan, 
Monica Carpio and Heerak 
Christian Kim.

Lipsman possesses an 
expertise in finance, holds a 
master’s in engineering from 

Johns Hopkins University and 
has worked in the national 

defense industry 
for a decade. She 
immigrated to the 
United States with 
her family from 
Ukraine when she 
was eight years 
old.

“I am com-
pletely humbled 
by this opportu-
nity … It’s truly 

a testament to the Ameri-
can dream that I speak about 
often, that an immigrant girl 
from Ukraine can succeed 
in this country. … I want to 

secure that American dream 
for everyone in the district. 
I promise to be a representa-
tive for all, not just those who 
are registered Republican,” 
Lipsman said upon securing 
the nomination.

Lipsman’s campaign emp- 
hasized runaway inflation, 
public safety, schools and 
national defense.

She will take on incum-
bent Don Beyer (D-Va.) or 
Victoria Virasingh in the 
November election, depend-
ing on who wins the Dem-
ocratic nomination on  
June 21. 

-bgiblin@alextimes.com 

Arlington resident wins Republican nomination 

Wesley Housing Presi-
dent and CEO Shelley Murphy 
announced on May 20 that she 
will be retiring at the end of 
the year, marking the end of 
a 15-year tenure leading the 
organization, according to a 
news release. 

In Murphy’s 15 years, the 
company’s total assets  jumped 
from $107.8M to $303.3M, 
the owned unit from 1,139 to 

1,384, and employee head-
count from 40 to 100. 

Murphy worked with the 
board of directors to develop 
a five-year strategic plan 
designed to respond to the 
changing housing market in 
the DMV. The plan is ahead 
of schedule and sufficiently 
financed, according to the 
release.

Murphy’s contributions to 

Wesley’s overall success was 
due in large part to seeking 
out partnerships across vari-
ous lines of business such as 
Wesley’s own Property Man-
agement company. Under her 
leadership, Wesley won several 
awards and was recognized 
as one of the most far-reach-
ing housing companies in the 
United States. 

-bgiblin@alextimes.com 

Wesley Housing CEO to retire

The deadline to register 
to vote in the June 21 Dem-
ocratic Primary Election or 
to update existing registra-
tions is May 31. Those who 
have moved are encouraged 
to check that their current 
address is registered for vot-
ing purposes. 

Registration methods 

include submitting an online 
application at vote.elections.
virginia.gov, registering in 
person at the Office of Voter 
Registration and Elections 
and downloading an appli-
cation at alexandriava.gov/ 
Elections. 

All registered voters in Vir-
ginia are able to vote by mail 

or early. The cutoff for early 
in-person voting is June 18 at 
5 p.m. Mail-in ballots may be 
mailed back to, put in a drop-
box, or delivered in person. 

Residents are encouraged 
to visit the website alexandria.
gov/elections for any elec-
tion-related questions.

-bgiblin@alextimes.com 

Voter registration deadline approaches

KARINA
LIPSMAN

FILE PHOTO
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The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

A different kind of fairy tale, this play is 
a celebration of life and love. It tells the  
story of Peter and Rita, who fall in love 

despite the woman’s pessimistic outlook  
on life. Shortly after their wedding, a 
supernatural event tests the strength 
of  their love and commitment to each 
other. Will they live happily ever after? 

Join  us for Craig Lucas’ intriguing, 
charming, and tender romantic comedy. 

June 4 – 25, 2022

**COVID Policy Revised - effective February 6, 
2022. Please visit our  website for details.

written by Craig Lucas
directed by Maggie Mumford 

produced by Carol Strachan and Alan Wray

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
FIRST HALF

2022 REAL ESTATE TAX, 
REFUSE FEE AND

 STORMWATER UTILITY FEE
 ARE DUE JUNE 15, 2022.

The City of Alexandria has mailed bills for the first half 2022 real estate 
tax, refuse fee, and stormwater utility fee to all property owners and/
or mortgage companies.  The calendar year 2022 real estate tax rate is 
$1.11 per $100 of assessed value.  Payment must be received by June 15, 
2022, to avoid late payment penalty and interest.

Payments can be made online at alexandriava.gov/Payments or mailed 
to: City of Alexandria, P.O. Box 34750, Alexandria, VA 22334-0750.

In-person payments are also accepted 24 hours a day at the City Hall 
drop box on the Royal Street side of the building or in the Treasury Di-
vision, Room 1510, Monday-Friday, 8AM-5PM.  Payments must be in 
the drop box by midnight on June 15, 2022, to be considered on time.
   
General real estate tax information is available on the City’s website at 
alexandriava.gov/RealEstateTax.   Detailed assessment, tax balance, 
and payment information is available at realestate.alexandriava.gov.

For payment questions or to request a tax bill, please call the Treasury 
Division at 703.746.4800, or email payments@alexandriava.gov. For 
assessment questions or to change a mailing address, please email 
realestate@alexandriava.gov.  For questions on refuse fees or stormwa-
ter utility fees, please call Alex311 at 703.746.4311 or submit questions 
online at alexandriava.gov/Alex311.
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mourning the loss of one 
of our Class of 2022 Titans 
today. We are hearing about 
the deep grief that people in 
our community are experi-
encing and we want to give 
people time to deal with 
this traumatic loss and cope 
with what this means for our 
school community.” 

ACPS opted to transi-
tion to virtual learning on 
Wednesday to allow the 
school community time 
to process what happened  
on Tuesday.

“Following today’s trag-
edy, many are experienc-
ing mental health challenges 
and disbelief as we have been 
anticipating the end of the 
school year. … We believe 
that transitioning to virtual 
learning for our high school 
students will allow our school 
community the time and 
space to grieve and process 

this loss, and we will have 
support team members from 
the schools, Department of 
Student Services & Equity 
and the City’s Department of 
Community and Human Ser-
vices available on site for any-
one who needs that support,” 
Hutchings said.

The King Street and Min-
nie Howard campuses were 
placed on “secure building” 
status until 3:15 p.m. Tues-
day, meaning that the school 
day continued on a regu-
lar schedule, but no one was 
allowed to enter or leave the 
building for a period of time. 

Students were eventually 
dismissed in small, staggered 
groups and all after-school 
activities were canceled. 

“This decision is being 
made out of an abundance 
of caution for the safety and 
security of our students and 
staff,” an ACPS email read.

A video of the incident is 
circulating on social media. 

It depicts a large crowd of 
students fighting, chaos in 
the parking lot of Bradlee 
shopping center and a stu-
dent on the ground suffer-
ing from a stab wound to his 
leg who stands up before col-
lapsing back to the ground. 
Hutchings also addressed 
the existence of this video in  
his statement.

“Additionally, there is a 
disturbing video related to 
this loss that is being cir-
culated on social media,” 
Hutchings said. “Please mon-
itor your children’s use of 
social media and encourage 
them not to view the video or 
share it with others.” 

The investigation is still 
active, and anyone with 
information is encouraged 
to contact Alexandria Police 
Department Detective Chris-
tine Escobar at 703-746-
6819 or christine.escobar@ 
alexandriava.gov.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Alexandria Times reporter  
Olivia Anderson, who joined 
the paper in April 2021, has 
been promoted to managing 
editor.

Anderson, a native of 
the Pacific Northwest, came 
to the Times from Califor-
nia, where she had been a 
reporter in Beverly Hills. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism from Seattle  
University.

At the Times, Ander-
son has earned a reputation 
as a talented feature writer 

and investigative reporter. 
She won awards from the 
Virginia Press Associa-
tion and the Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists for 
her investigative reporting  
surrounding the Karla  
Dominguez murder.

Anderson replaces Cody 
Mello-Klein, who left to pur-
sue another opportunity 
back home in the Boston, 
Massachusetts area. 

-ddunbar@alextimes.com 

Oliva Anderson becomes Times managing editor

OLIVIA
ANDERSON

Goodwin House Inc., a 
senior living nonprofit orga-
nization, is acquiring the 
Hermitage Northern Vir-
ginia, a senior living com-
munity located in the city’s 
West End. 

The Hermitage is home to 
100 residents, has more than 
100 employees and offers 
independent living, assisted 

living and long-term care. It 
was previously owned and 
operated by Pinnacle Living, 
a Richmond-based senior liv-
ing nonprofit. 

The seven-acre campus 
includes a top-floor commu-
nity room with expansive 
views of Washington D.C., 
a restaurant-style dining 
room, game room, library fit-

ness room and chapel. 
GHI said it will extend 

its Citizen Grant Program to 
staff of The Hermitage who 
wish to obtain U.S. citizen-
ship as well as its employee 
benefits intended to help 
grow its workforce.

GHI expects to finalize 
the sale on Aug. 1.

-oanderson@alextimes.com 

Goodwin House acquires senior living facility

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Visit alex-masters.squarespace.com

The Alexandria Masters 
Soccer League is looking for 

players to join the league!
 

We are a co-ed league! We care about:
• having fun • meeting new people

• not getting hurt • staying in shape 
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LIZLUKE .COM  |  703 .868 .5676

TOSS OUT THE
COMPLICATIONS

REAL ESTATE kept simple
- because you deserve it.
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community pushback as well 
as a lawsuit that was eventu-
ally dismissed. And although 
City Council approved the live 
market in March 2019 in a 5-2 
vote, with then Councilor Amy 
Jackson and then Vice Mayor 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker dis-
senting, it subsequently faced 
multiple delays before open-
ing in July 2021. 

According to slaughter-
house owner Abdul Mused, 
things have been going 
smoothly since his shop 
opened last year. 

“We opened and every-
body’s happy and we have 
no complaints and we have 
become friends with all the 
neighbors,” Mused said. 
“We’ve been doing very, very, 
very well and we haven’t had 
any issues, either from the 
city, from the health depart-
ment, from the agriculture 
department. … It’s been better 
than expected, to be honest 
with you.” 

Mused recalled that many 
residents once feared that ani-
mal remains would be rou-
tinely scattered throughout 
the street and putrid smells 
would waft through the air. 
He claimed that a big por-
tion of the initial community 
apprehension came from an 
exchange of misinformation 
by animal rights activists.

Yet once the butchery 
opened and people saw that 
this was not the case, Mused 
said, they relaxed. 

“They were thinking that 
blood will be in the street, 
the smell will be all over the 
places, the value would go 
down of the buildings in the 
neighborhood. So [the ani-
mal rights activists] made 
them think that we’re gonna 
butcher the lambs and goats 
and chickens in the street,” 
Mused said. 

Greg Beiro, vice president 
of MCA Construction, located 
caddy-corner to the butchery, 
mostly corroborated Mused’s 
statement. He said that the 

months leading up to the 
opening were a bit rocky due 
to skeptical neighbors and res-
idents, including Beiro him-
self, who originally thought a 
slaughterhouse might not be 
a “proper usage” of the space. 

Looking back on the prior 
year, Beiro said he doesn’t 
have many qualms anymore. 

“They’ve been fine. I think 
people were initially con-
cerned, legitimately so, about 
the odor. There’s really been 
nothing that I’ve considered 
too offensive, actually,” Beiro 
said. “ …  I think most peoples’ 
concerns haven’t been really 
fully realized. I think they’re 
fine – they’re just trying to 
make a living like everybody 
else.”

Other nearby business 
owners – including Frolick 
Dogs, Dogtopia and MB Bak-
ery – either did not respond 
to requests for comment or 
declined to comment. 

Though it appears the 
slaughterhouse hasn’t posed 
recent reported problems, the 
first few months after opening 
were a different story. In early 
December 2021, resident Eliz-
abeth Seltzer said she heard 
reports from several nearby 

businesses of “foul smelling 
sludge” consisting of flesh and 
feathers dumped on the cor-
ner of Roth and Colvin. 

Seltzer, who in 2019 rep-
resented the plaintiff in a 
lawsuit against the slaugh-
terhouse’s potential opening, 
stopped by the site at 6:30 
a.m. one morning to check it 
out. Sure enough, despite it 
still being dark outside, she 
saw the entrails and snapped a 
few pictures. 

“You can clearly see the 
chicken feathers and the slime 
and the sludge. It was abso-
lutely, definitively, slaughter 
remains, without question,” 
Seltzer said. 

A complaint was filed with 
the city, which responded 
by sending a zoning inspec-
tor to examine the facility. 
During the visit, the inspector 
found that the business was 
observed to be compliant with 
SUP conditions and left Mused 
with a warning notice based 
on the photographic evidence. 

Mused, however, asserted 
that the complaint in Decem-
ber 2021 was because of the 
nearby garbage company – 

HALAL FROM | 1

SEE HALAL | 8

 PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Customers select their live chicken, which is then removed from a 
cage and slaughtered in another room.
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THE WATERVIEW

1111 19th Street N #2901 
Arlington, VA

$7,950,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

Robinson Landing
Alexandria, VA

$3,095,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

ROBINSON LANDING
 
10 Bakers Walk #401
Alexandria, VA 

$2,049,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

OLD TOWN
 

2 Wolfe Street
Alexandria, VA 

$3,995,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

OLD TOWN

611 Cameron Street
Alexandria, VA

CONTRACT PENDING
$2,200,000

Jennifer Lloyd Miller
+1 703 345 4004

GEORGETOWN

1236 27th Street NW
Washington, DC

$3,190,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

RIVERSIDE GARDENS

1806 Stirrup Lane
Alexandria, VA

1806StirrupLane.com

$899,000

Lyssa Seward
+1 703 298 0562

MT VERNON MANOR
 
4401 Granada Street
Alexandria, VA

$699,000

Gina Lee
+1 703 967 8198

ROBINSON LANDING
 

310 Strand Street #407
Alexandria, VA 

FOR LEASE
$12,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

MARLAN FOREST

7117 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA

COMING SOON
$1,399,000

Joanne Sawczuk
+1 703 328 5427

WESSYNTON
 

3011 Cunningham Drive
Alexandria, VA

CONTRACT PENDING
$899,000

Gina Lee
+1 703 967 8198

THE COURT AT MOUNT VERNON

3600 South Place
Alexandria, VA

$1,575,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183
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not his business. 
“The garbage company, 

they picked up our garbage 
and they were overloaded 
from a previous pickup and 
they spilled some of the gar-
bage. It came out of their 
truck. It wasn’t in our shop, it 
was a couple blocks down,” he 
said. 

During the city inspector’s 
visit, Mused said the inspec-
tor should instead contact the 
garbage company for any fol-
low-up questions. He said that 
nearby businesses noticed 
the entrails and immediately 
incorrectly targeted the shop. 

“Anything they spill, [the 
neighbors] think is me. No, 
it’s not. My garbage is sealed 
in containers, like any typ-
ical meat market,” Mused 
said. “But that day, when they 
called, I told one of my guys, 
‘Even if it’s not ours, just go 
down the block and clean it.’ 
To be good to the neighbors.”

Beiro said he remembered 
both the “chicken slicks” trail-
ing down the road from Colvin 
to Roth and Mused’s immedi-
ate handling of the situation. 

“It was pretty nasty, but 
they got right on it. They 
had guys out there with their 
brooms and trash cans picking 
it up, and I haven’t seen any of 
that in months,” Beiro said.  

Another possible violation 
took place early on after the 
butchery opened. 

According to Beiro, he 
and other nearby businesses 
also noticed that early on the 
slaughterhouse would open its 
garage doors and front doors 
seemingly for ventilation pur-
poses.

The city requires in the 
slaughterhouse’s SUP that the 
facility keep its doors closed 
to prevent the release of par-
ticulates and odors, making 
the slaughterhouse’s open 
doors illegal. Beiro said that 
he hasn’t seen any open doors 
in recent months. 

“When they first opened, 
they must have been having 

some problems with the air in 
there, because they kept open-
ing those doors. They had a lot 
open, and I’m pretty sure peo-
ple on the street were record-
ing them. I think the city did 
come down and the doors 
have been closed now,” Beiro 
said. “All the doors are always 
closed now. I think they had 
some hiccups in the beginning 
but I think they’ve been fine.”

Beyond the technical vio-
lations, Seltzer expressed gen-
eral concerns about the ways 
in which the chickens are 
slaughtered, and the quality 
of the food being sold to the 
public. 

The Colvin Street facil-
ity is considered an exempt 
slaughterhouse, meaning that 
it is legally free from inspec-
tion under the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
Poultry Products Inspection 
Act. 

Specifically, the facility is 
not required to undergo fed-
eral “continuous bird-by-bird 
inspection and the presence of 
inspectors during the slaugh-
ter of poultry and processing 
of poultry products,” accord-
ing to the PPIA. This exemp-

tion generally applies to 
owners’ private poultry hold-
ings or businesses that process 
a small amount of poultry. 

However, those exempt 
under the PPIA are not allowed 
to create adulterated or mis-
branded products. But Seltzer 
argued that an exemption can 
result in certain pathogens 
and illnesses appearing in ani-
mals, such as salmonella, that 
are spread by touching, wiping 
eyes or not properly cooking 
the meat. 

“If you want to go in and 
you want to buy that and 
that’s what you want, well I 
think you have the right to be 
informed about what you’re 
getting,” Seltzer said. “ … 
That’s one of my concerns as 
a citizen – that people should 
know.”

Yet Mused stood firmly in 
defense of his business and 
operations, encouraging curi-
ous residents to stop by and 
see for themselves.

“To be honest with you, 
if you go to my store, it’s the 
cleanest store on the whole 
block,” Mused said. “You just 
walk into it and you’ll see.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/ELIZABETH SELTZER
Neighbors filed a complaint against the slaughterhouse in December 
2021 after animal remains trailed from Colvin Street to Roth Street.

Happy Serena
Sweet Serena is as lovely inside as out.  Her beautiful 
muted brindle coat complements her happy, wiggly 
personality. Serena is a gal who loves being with 
people, she wants to be where you are, and to go 
along for the ride.  She is 60 pounds of solid gold.

Meet Serena!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774
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Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience. DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com | 703.539.5000

Since our first renovation over 60 years ago we've 
been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach to the 
remodeling process is tried and true. It's so effective that 
we had to give it a name: The CaseStudy‰. We guide you 
through every step, using 3D renderings to bring new 
possibilities to light. At every phase of our work, we'll 
maintain strict attention to time and budget. Don't forget 
our 5-year warranty. Because you are our highest priority.

The CaseStudy‰

Are our ultimate pursuits.
Whether you're considering an
outdoor oasis, food lover's kitchen,
or owner's suite. Because during these
times, home is more important than ever.

Balance. Harmony. Beauty.
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Proposal would allow 
bonus height requests 
in permitted areas 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

The City of Alexandria held 
a virtual community meeting 
on May 19 to discuss a pro-
posed zoning text amendment 
that would allow developers 
to build taller buildings with 
more units in exchange for 
more low-income housing.

The meeting consisted 
of a presentation, ques-
tion-and-answer period and 
a consolidated list of changes 
since the first community 
meeting that took place on 
April 12, such as a proposed 
limitation on applicability 
that excludes single-fam-
ily, two-family and town-
home dwellings from the 
option of applying for a bonus  
height request. 

“I think we have a better 
proposal, and a lot of that is 

due to the great input [com-
munity members] have given 
us,” Nancy Williams, assistant 
director of the department of 
planning and zoning, said. 

Common themes at the 
previous meeting included 
community requests for 
clearer depictions of the 
maps shown and the defini-
tion of housing affordability 
and need. The meeting also 
included conversations about 
potential impacts on neigh-
borhood character, infrastruc-
ture and historic districts, as 
well as questions about how 
the proposal interfaces with 
planning and other regulatory 
guidelines, such as height and 
historic districts, small area 
plans and height, and coordi-
nated development districts. 

Since the April 12 meeting, 
two meetings took place on 
April 18 – one with the Alex-
andria Housing Affordabil-
ity Advisory Committee and 

one with the NAIOP Commer-
cial Real Estate Development 
Association. 

Staff then made several 
changes to the proposed ordi-
nance, perhaps the most nota-
ble of which explicitly states a 
limitation on applicability. The 
zoning change will not apply 
to single-family, two-family 
or townhome dwellings and 
height districts of 50 feet or 
less, such as the Old and His-
toric District in Old Town. 
The change also makes it so 
that zones with multi-fam-
ily uses may be eligible to 
apply, subject to all other reg-
ulatory considerations and  
site conditions. 

Specifically, an amend-
ment to text 7-703 clarifies that 
“height increases pursuant to 
this section are not permitted 
for single-family, two-family 
or townhouse dwellings.”

 PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
This map provides an outline of which areas of the city would be allowed to request bonus height and 
which would not.

City holds zone text amendment 
community meeting
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The amended text also 
states that height may not be 
increased by more than 25 
feet beyond the maximum 
height otherwise allowed 
by the ordinance, provided 
that “no building 
located in any zone 
where the maxi-
mum allowable hei- 
ght is less than 45 
feet of height dis-
trict where the 
maximum allow-
able height is 50 
feet or less may be 
allowed to exceed 
such height limit.”

Essentially, the bonus 
height that may be requested 
cannot be used to exceed the 
maximum height limit of any 
zone where the maximum 
height is 45 feet. For height 
districts, the bonus height that 
may be requested cannot be 
used to exceed the maximum 
height limit of any height dis-
trict where the maximum 
height is 50 feet or less.

While a zone is intended 
to regulate many factors such 
as land uses, bulk and area 
regulations including height, 
height districts are specifically 
intended to further regulate 
only height in certain areas 
of the city. The current pro-
posal only aims to amend the 
way in which the maximum 
height limits of certain zones 
prohibit the ability to request  
bonus height. 

Karl Moritz, director of 
the department of planning 
and zoning, highlighted that 
the height district provisions 
and language in the existing 
ordinance does not change 
in the updated text. This 

means that the current pro-
posal would not alter in any 
way the regulation prohibiting 
the bonus height from being 
used to exceed the maximum 
height limit in any height dis-
trict with a limit of 50 feet  
or less. 

“The language 
that currently exists 
is retained and 
all of the change 
is focused on the 
zone,” Moritz said.

Specifically, the 
height district pro-
visions, special use 
permits, 25-foot 
height limit addi-
tion and dedica-

tion of one-third of additional 
units to affordable housing 
remains unchanged.

During the May 19 pre-
sentation, staff presented a 
new map of where the zoning 
change would and would not 
be applicable. Urban Planner 
Patrick Silva said the image 
came from a community 
request for a “more succinct 
and simple-to-read” depic-
tion of the map that clearly 
outlines the impacts of the  
proposed update. 

Silva explained that areas 
like Taylor Run, North Ridge/
Rosemont and Old Town can-
not currently request bonus 
height and will not be able 
request a bonus height in 
exchange for affordable hous-
ing offered by the ordinance.

Areas such as Beaure-
gard, Eisenhower East and 
Potomac Yard can currently 
request bonus height and 
would be able to do so after the 
update. Significantly, the map 
shows that most of Mt. Ver-
non Avenue, including in the 
heart of the Del Ray neighbor-

hood, would be subject to this  
zoning change.

Additionally, areas like 
Alexandria West, North-
east, Fairlington/Bradlee and 
Arlandria/Chirilagua cannot 
currently request bonus height 
but would be able to do so after 
the update. 

Silva emphasized that the 
bonus height ordinance would 
be evaluated on a site-by-site, 
case-by-case basis. 

“The intent of this pro-
posed update is certainly not 
to boost the height of every 
single building located in these 
… areas by 25 feet,” Silva said. 
“That is not at all the case. A 
large part of this update is try-
ing to really make sure that 
neighborhood context and 
compatibility with the sites 
surrounding is something that 
would be maintained in cases 
that bonus height is used.”

Attendees to the May 19 
meeting posted questions to 
an online forum, which staff 
answered following the pre-
sentation. One person asked 
how the proposed update 
would affect the SUP process, 
to which Williams said it does 
not at all. 

“Anyone making a request 
under section 7-700, whether 
it’s 703 B or A, must, I’ll under-
score ‘must,’ go through a 
public hearing SUP process,” 
Williams said.

Another person questioned 
the number of affordable 
housing units that the existing 
plans currently provide for. 

Tamara Jovovic, hous-
ing planner with the Office 
of Housing, clarified that the 
city’s affordable housing goals, 
guided by the housing mas-
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A large part of this update is trying to really make 
sure that neighborhood context and compatibility 

with the sites surrounding is something that would be 
maintained in cases that bonus height is used.”

– Patrick Silva,
urban planner

PATRICK
SILVA

Check out Speak  
Easy, the Alexandria  
Times podcast. 
Find us on Spotify, iTunes and Audible –  
or wherever you listen to your podcasts. 
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ter plan, are to create new 
affordability in one-third of 
the units, about 2,000 units,  
by 2025. 

“We emphasize the word 
‘new’ affordability because 
that includes new construc-
tion, as well as preservation,” 
Jovovic said. 

The city is also committed 
to a regional goal of creating 
additional market-rate hous-
ing and committed affordable 
and workforce affordable hous-
ing. This includes 3,000 total 
additional units through 2030, 
Jovovic said, with three-quar-
ters of them, or roughly 225 
units, being either affordable 
or workforce affordable. 

“That’s in addition to our 
housing master plan goal, 
and it’s looking to create both 
committed affordable rental 
units and committed afford-
able homeownership units,” 
Jovovic said. 

Staff addressed concerns 

about additional density and 
traffic the proposed update 
would bring, with Williams 
again reiterating that each 
project will involve a SUP 
process that evaluates all the 
regulatory provisions for the 
given zone. 

Williams stated that the 
ultimate goal is to keep the 
community safe for all modes 
of transportation, one that is 
emphasized with the trans-
portation master plan and how 
it is applied when processing 
applications for discretionary 
approvals.

One question read, “Since 
everyone wants to live in Alex-
andria, especially Old Town, 
and every developer wants to 
build here, why can’t the city 
set a new requirement rather 
than believing they could 
encounter economic hardship 
for developers to provide all 
of the bonus density as afford-
able units?”

Although the ordinance 
would allow an exchange of 

bonus density for affordable 
housing, one-third of the units 
are set aside as affordable and 
the others are market rate, 
Williams clarified. 

“I just want to make sure 
people understand that all 
of the units that are created 
under bonus height are not 
automatically set aside as 
affordable,” Williams said. “... 
I think developers see this as 
a way to promote their mission 
as developers while also help-
ing us fulfill our goals for our 

city in strengthening our com-
munities through stronger 
housing, wider housing oppor-
tunities. … It’s not just eco-
nomic, it is more than that.”

Yvonne Callahan, former 
president of the Old Town Cit-
izens Association, expressed 
concern regarding the amend-
able nature of zoning. She 
contended that the fact that 
zoning can change is “really 
hurting” the city. 

“People are realizing again 
and again that zoning is sub-

ject to the whims of the ‘pro-
cess,’ and we have to have 
some surety along with some 
adaptability,” Callahan said. 
“… I really feel a lot for the 
people who are going to look 
at this map now and suddenly 
realize, without ever knowing 
it before tonight, that they are 
right next door to some zoning 
category that will allow some-
thing up to 75 feet. That will 
be a shock and that will rever-
berate throughout the political 
process.”

Toward the end of the 
meeting, staff thanked attend-
ees for the questions and 
presence. They encouraged 
community members to look 
out for eNews communica-
tions and reach out with addi-
tional questions, as well as 
to bring them to subsequent 
meetings. 

The proposed ordinance is 
set to appear before the Plan-
ning Commission on June 23 
and City Council on July 5.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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The Historic Districts, depicted in this map, will remain unchanged 
with the current proposal. 
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City processes, need 
for civic association 
input discussed
BY KIM JACKSON

It is no secret. The city of 
Alexandria is growing.  After 
more than 270 years, it is 
pushing the city limits with 
more people than ever before 
inside the 15.35 square miles.

Where those people live, 
work and play are supposed 
to be part of the city’s master 
plan. But now some 
say the individual 
plans that comprise 
the master plan are 
changing – with-
out enough input  
from citizens.

“The voices of 
citizens need to be a 
little bit better part 
of this equation,” 
Carter Flemming, 
co-chair of the Alexandria 
Federation of Civic Associa-
tions, said.  

Agenda Alexandria, a 
non-partisan group that brings 
the community together for 
balanced discussions, invited 
Flemming and others to join 
in a panel discussion that 
was held Monday night at the 
George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial, on devel-
opment in Alexandria and a 
review of the city’s master 
plan.

“I think many of the civic 
associations and the feder-
ations believe that over the 
last few years the role of our 
associations and our voices 
have been lessened as voices 
of developers and urban think 
tanks and other entities have 
taken a bigger role in our city,” 
Flemming said.

Flemming, along with 
Alexandria Planning Direc-
tor Karl Mortiz, Former Mayor 
Kerry Donley and The Carr 
Companies President and CEO 
Austin Flajser were all part 

of the discussion, which was 
moderated by Agenda Alexan-
dria Vice Chair Rod Kuckro.

Alexandria’s master plan 
has become a sensitive subject 
and a topic of debate. Some 
question if the city is following 
the plan for development or is 
instead changing the individ-
ual small area plans as devel-
opers submit ideas for business 
and residential projects. The 
last master plan was updated 
in 1992. Before that it had been 

20 years before the 
prior master plan 
was developed in 
1972. 

“The master  
plan is made up of 
small area plans 
which govern what 
happens in 19 dif-
ferent neighbor-
hoods, whether it 
is Seminary Hills 

or Old Town or parts of the 
west end or the southwest 
quadrant. Each one has a plan 
and those plans are valid,”  
Kuckro explained. 

Donley was a councilor 
in 1992, and helped with the 
master plan, making sure cit-
izens were included in the 
process. But now, he said 
Alexandria faces new chal-
lenges. Back then, the city 
did not want to grow too big,  
too fast.

“What the pandemic has 
shown us is that virtual work, 
remote work has probably 
been advanced about 15 or 20 
years from what we thought 
was going to happen,” Don-
ley said. “So consequently, the 
demand for commercial prop-
erty is next to nil. However, 
the demand for increased res-
idential is really what is the 
highest and best use of a lot of 
the properties.”

It is common knowledge 
that Alexandria needs more 

SEE MASTER PLAN | 14

Agenda Alexandria 
holds master plan forum 

FILE PHOTO
The master plan forum took place on Monday evening at the George Washington Masonic  
National Memorial. 
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affordable housing. But Flem-
ming said the city’s small area 
plans are being changed at the 
behest of developers, and the 
plans are not being followed.

“To us it is what is called 
spot zoning. You just, you 
change it because a developer 
X,Y and Z comes in and says, ‘I 
want to build this,’ 
and the plan really 
doesn’t allow for 
that and the city 
will go, ‘Oh, that’s 
alright, we are just 
going to do a lit-
tle,’ like Karl said, 
‘A little revision’ 
and suddenly that 
area has some huge 
building there that 
no one thought was going to 
be there,” Flemming said, in a 
one-on-one interview.

Moritz said there is a plan 
for citizen discussion and 
oversight, such as required 
community meetings and 
sometimes, multiple meetings 
with the developers.  

“The expectations we 
have are that people that have 
never been engaged before 
are also added to the mix, not 
in replacement of those who 
have had a seat at the table 
but in addition to.  Because 
we do think it is a stronger 
system, the more voices are 

heard,  before a vote is taken,”  
Moritz said.

But other times, Moritz 
said, the city, staff, citizens 
and civic groups may suggest 
changing their area plan.

“For example, Eisenhower 
West was an area example 
that both the community and 
the property owners came to 
council, came to the planning 

department and 
said, ‘We would like 
this plan.’ Old Town 
North is another 
example of when 
the community 
said, ‘We are ready 
for a new plan,’” 
Moritz said.

Flajser said the 
process of devel-
oping a project can 

take up to six years. The mar-
ket dictates his company’s 
business decisions, but that 
ultimately city ordinances and 
zoning decide what developers 
can and cannot do.

“We are a part of the pro-
cess, but the rules are set in 
place for which we have to 
adhere otherwise we don’t 
start down the process to 
begin with,” Flajser said.

Flajser helped develop the 
North Old Town area and the 
concept of an arts district in 
there, still being built out. He 
said his goal is to “win the 
neighborhood,” when they 

work on a project so that the 
community and the families 
want to be a part of the new 
addition.  Flajser said their 
success comes from a lot of 
community engagement.

“If any developers do feel 
like they have a big voice in the 
process, I would love to meet 
them because I don’t seem to 
have much of a voice ever,” 
Flajser said with a smile.

The hour-plus panel dis-
cussion provided a lot of infor-
mation for concerned citizens 
like Breahnna Saunders and 
Victor Gatica, young profes-
sionals who are getting mar-
ried this summer.  

“We wanted to be part of 
the community, we have been 
here five years now and it kind 
of feels like things have been 
happening around us. So, I 
have been kind of curious, like 
what is happening, how is it 
being decided,” Gatica said.   

The discussion gave all 
sides a chance to talk.

“I think it was a reasonably 
good discussion. But I don’t 
think it moved the needle,” 
Flemming said after the dis-
cussion ended.

The debate over Alexan-
dria’s development is not over. 
The master plan remains in 
place, with no talk as of now to 
revamp what city leaders put 
together in 1992.

-kimjacks@hotmail.com
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A panel discussion included Alexandria Federation of Civic Associ-
ations Co-Chair Carter Flemming, Former Mayor Kerry Donley, City 
Planning Director Karl Moritz and Carr Companies President and 
CEO Austin Flajser. 
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Agenda Alexandria Vice Chair Rod Kuckro moderated the hour-plus discussion.
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How American women 
spies ‘gave the slip’ to 
the enemy (Part I)
BY GAYLE CONVERSE  

AND PAT MILLER

Invisible ink, secret codes… 
and layers of petticoats have 
all been elements of the Amer-
ican spy game.  Although most 
have never been recognized, 
brave and enterprising women 
throughout our history have 
played an important part in 
espionage, using their courage, 
creativity, wit and wardrobes. 
Unable to openly serve in the 
U.S. military until World War 
I, women have taken advan-
tage of female stereotypes 
to gain access to top secret  
information.

At the start of the Ameri-
can Revolution, as male fam-
ily members allied with British 
loyalists or Colonial patriots, 
women were widely consid-
ered incapable of perilous spy 
work. As the War continued, 
however, commanders began 
to recruit women spies.  They 
realized females – posing as 
cooks and maids – could easily 
eavesdrop on campsite con-
versations and supply vital 
military intelligence. Some 
served as counterspies.  None 
of this was without risk – on 
Nov. 7, 1775, the Continen-
tal Congress added the death 
penalty for espionage to the 

Articles of War.       
One of the first patriot 

organizations created for 
counterintelligence was the 
Committee for Detecting and 
Defeating Conspiracies.  The 
Setauket spy ring in New York 
began its activities in 1778, 
employing both men and 
women. One agent was known 
simply as “355.”  She supplied 
information to George Wash-
ington and helped to uncover 
Benedict Arnold’s treason.  
Her true identity remains a 
mystery.

The Setauket Spy Ring 
also included a Long Island 
woman who devised an inge-

nious signal system.  Anna 
Smith Strong used her wash 
line to hang laundry in a code 
formation; a black petticoat 
was the signal that a courier 
was nearby, while the number 
of handkerchiefs revealed the 
meeting place.

With a simple needle and 
thread, Lydia Darragh, whose 
Philadelphia home had been 
exploited for meetings by Brit-
ish officers, created a covert 
method of sending messages.   
Darragh would secretly  tran-
scribe the enemy’s military 
plans, then arrange her min-
iscule notes on a button mold.  
She would overlay the notes 

with cloth and sew the cov-
ered round fasteners to the 
coat belonging to her 14-year-
old son.  Young John would be 
sent to visit his elder brother 
Charles, stationed with Amer-
ican forces nearby. Charles 
would remove the buttons 
and decode the shorthand for  
his officers.

Not all women spies were 
considered heroines – and one 
of them had an Alexandria 
education.  Mary Elizabeth 
Jenkins was born in the early 
1820s on her family’s plan-
tation near Waterloo, Mary-
land.  For four years, she lived 
in Alexandria while attending 
a Catholic boarding school.  
The Academy for Young Ladies 
was located  at the southwest 
corner of Duke and Fairfax 
streets. Throughout the mid-
1800s, the building served as 
a school, residence, doctor’s 
office and became the site of 
Alexandria’s first infirmary.

Jenkins, known as Mary 
Surratt after she married, ran 
the Washington, D.C. board-
ing house where John Wilkes 
Booth met with co-conspira-
tors. She was accused of plot-
ting to assassinate Abraham 
Lincoln.  Surratt was convicted 
and hanged, becoming the 
first woman executed by the 
federal government.

In Fairfax Court House, 
Laura Ratcliffe smuggled 

thousands of dollars for the 
Confederate cause in the 
counterfeit bottom of an  
egg basket.

Wealthy Richmonder Eliz-
abeth Van Lew was a Union 
sympathizer who kept a secret 
room in her home to shel-
ter Union agents.  She would 
courier military messages 
placed in the soles of shoes 
and in the shells of eggs.  Van 
Lew arranged for her former 
enslaved  house maid Mary 
Elizabeth Bowser, who could 
secretly read and write, to 
be hired at the Confederate 
White House, where Jefferson 
Davis and his guests report-
edly openly discussed mili-
tary plans. Bowser was never 
discovered.  In 1995, the U.S. 
Army described Bowser as “ … 
one of the highest placed and 
most productive espionage 
agents of the Civil War.”

Look for part two of our 
spy series next month, when 
we will reveal the identities 
of additional historic women 
special agents from Virginia.

It’s time to recognize his-
tory’s courageous women who, 
in their day, avoided recogni-
tion in the cause of freedom.

The writers are found-
ers of Alexandria Celebrates 

Women, a nonprofit that 
highlights influential women 
throughout the city’s history. 

Contact them at  
AlexandriaCelebrates 
Women@gmail.com.

Cloaks, daggers…and petticoats
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Depiction of Richmond’s Elizabeth Van Lew offering shelter in a 
secret room of her house to spies of the Union Army.
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Local couple infuses 
historic home with  
new stories
BY CODY MELLO-KLEIN

If history is a work in prog-
ress, Michael and Victoria 
Vergason’s Old Town home 
has gone through more than  
200 drafts.

The brick façade of 808 
Prince St. looks like any num-

ber of other Old Town resi-
dences, and, like those homes, 
it has plenty of history and 
charm. But stepping across 
the threshold, through the 
227-year-old boot-scuffed 
door sill, is another story.

It’s a story filled with a cen-
tury-spanning cast of char-
acters – French merchants, 
doctors, a former mayor, Con-
federate officers and even a 

Washington – who have all 
left their mark on the Vergas-
ons’ home. And the Vergasons 
are no exception.

Michael, an award-winning 
landscape architect who has 
worked on projects at Mount 
Vernon, Washington National 
Cathedral, Monticello and the 
Virginia Theological Semi-
nary, and Victoria, owner of 
vintage barware shop The 
Hour, have taken a historic 
home and avoided making it 
into a museum. The period 

appropriate details are still 
present, but Michael and Vic-
toria have imbued their home 
with a warmth and famil-
ial intimacy through touches 
both significant and subtle.

“It’s how I feel about my 
vintage barware: It’s beauti-
ful to look at, but [you should] 
drink out of it. That’s how I 
feel about this house. Yes, it’s 
beautiful and it has history 
and has character and good 
bones, but it’s meant to be 
lived in,” Victoria said.

When Victoria toured the 
house in 1998, all she knew was 
she wanted to live in Old Town. 
She said she didn’t expect to 
connect with the house on 
such an instinctual level.

“I was a recent divorcée 
and living in Chevy Chase, 
and I wanted to get a new 
vibe on life and decided that 
Old Town was going to be 
it,” Victoria said. “It was the 
first house I walked in, and I 

 PHOTO/DANIEL HOROWITZ
Michael and Victoria Vergason’s home at 808 Prince St. was built around 1795 and has been expanded by various owners over the years. The home now sprawls across four 
floors and 12 rooms, with 10 fireplaces throughout.
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was like, ‘Oh my god, I love  
this house.’”

The more Victoria learned 
about the house, the more she 
fell in love. Morgan Delaney, 
a third generation Old Town 
resident and president of the 
Historic Alexandria Founda-
tion, was the previous owner 
and had taken care to chron-
icle the history of the house in 
great detail.

“Everything was done 
as it was back in 1795 in that 
period. It’s a house that’s got 
a lot of history,” Victoria said. 
“I’m a history buff, so it sings 
to my soul.”

First constructed around 
1795, the house was originally 
owned by Thomas Jacobs, 
a French merchant. Later, 
during the Civil War, Rob-
ert Barry, the mayor of Alex-
andria at the time, resided in 
the house, followed by Liza 
Washington, daughter of John 
Augustine Washington III, 
the great-grand nephew of 
George Washington. She lived 

in the house between 1870 and 
1910, and it has since become 
known as the Liza Washing-
ton House. During that time, 
since Washington married 
Robert Hunter, a former Con-
federate officer, the house 
hosted former Confederate 
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee and Col. 
John Mosby.

Eventually, Delaney bought 
the house and hired Paul 
Buchanan, the architect 
who had overseen Colo-
nial Williamsburg for more 
than 30 years, to renovate  
the property. 

Since moving into the 
house in 1998, Victoria has 
made few changes, for both 
practical and aesthetic rea-
sons, to what Delaney did to 
the home. The doors, which 
were painted by the White 
House’s painter, still have the 
same faux painting style as 
the doors at Mount Vernon. 
The living room mantelpiece is 
largely unchanged, still shin-
ing white, depicting a scene 
straight out of Greek myth. 
Even the window latches are 

the same kind that were used 
in the late 18th century.

A series of renovations and 
projects over the years have 
transformed the once hum-
ble brick home into a sprawl-
ing assemblage of 12 rooms 
spread over four floors. There 
are 10 fireplaces, including 
one in the kitchen that Victo-
ria occasionally uses to cook 
with, a small garden and even 
a greenhouse, now a bar room, 
that was added in the 1980s.

“I love … the juxtaposition 
of scale between the older part 
and the newer part,” Michael 
said. “This [newer part] has a 
wonderful intimacy to it with 
the ceiling heights and the 
room sizes.”

According to Victoria, 
every detail and story helps 
her feel more connected to a 
home she has lived in for more 
than two decades.

“As a retailer now, I love 
the fact that I have a shop on 
King Street and the house 
I’m living in was originally a 
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Victoria painted the kitchen ceiling a persimmon shade in order to give her favorite room  
in the house more warmth.
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 35 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 

summer work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 

1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray 
703.836.1212 •www.kaizentavern.com

Family friendly!

Open 7 days  
a week!

New Spring 
Menu & Hours

FONTAINE

Fontaine Cafe 
offers gluten-free 
crepes plus cozy 

dining inside & out– 
as well as take-out.

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Mon. - Tues. 10 am - 3 pm; Fri. 5:30 pm - 8 pm 
Wed. - Fri. 10 am - 3 pm; 5:30 pm - 10 pm 

Sat. 9 am - 10 pm; Sun. 9 am - 8 pm

Fontaine Coffee 
Shop New Hours:  

7 am - 2:30 pm
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shop,” Victoria said. “There’s 
something that’s just extraor-
dinary about that.”

Victoria met Michael a 
month after moving into the 
home, and he was also in awe 
of Delaney’s renovations.

“It was so beautifully done 
in every way, in terms of the 
materials and detailing and 
the authenticity but also just 
the aesthetics of it,” Michael 
said. “Morgan had extraordi-
nary taste in terms of his eye 
and decisions.

“There are certain rooms 
that are white, but … I live in 
my kitchen. I want it to feel 
warm and cozy. Not many 
people paint their ceilings 
persimmon, but I wanted per-
simmon,” Victoria laughed.

A second floor living area 
became a master bedroom, 
while the bedroom that was 
originally adjacent to the liv-
ing area became a bathroom 
with a large tub in the center. 

Two bedrooms on the third 
floor were largely untouched, 
but a fourth-floor attic was 
made into a play area for the 
Vergasons’ triplets.

“It was really beautiful, 
and I hope that I just made 
it more homey, but I didn’t 

want to touch a whole lot 
because it was just gorgeous,”  
Victoria said.

While the Vergasons took 
a light touch with the inside 
of their home, they opted for 
a more adventurous approach 
with the garden and outside 

of the home. Michael used the 
same philosophy he does with 
any of his professional proj-
ects – creating designs that fit 
into the context of the space 
and refuse to call attention to 
themselves – but with a more 
experimental edge.

“I did a lot of stuff here that 
was great fun for me because 
it was stuff that I would be 
hesitant to do for somebody 
else because it was things that 
tested the limits of materi-
als and details,” Michael said. 
“… It has a quiet, contempo-
rary flair within that historic 
setting, but it is a significant 
change not just within the 
pavings, but the plantings 
over what was here when we 
came in.”

Michael and Victoria made 
a moss garden raised a few feet 
off the ground using light-
weight steel. Water bubbles 
up through the garden and 
then drains into a runnel that 
flows down into what used to 
be a rectangular koi pond but 
is now a pot of water and sepa-
rate garden.

“[The garden] is very 
orthogonal, very ordered, very 
classical. The one oddity is the 
angle of this runnel, and that 

 PHOTO/DANIEL HOROWITZ
Michael used his experience as a landscape architect to create some experimental designs outside the 
home, including a moss garden that sends water down a runnel toward another part of the garden.
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Union    Square
Elegant, sophisticated  

accommodations. 
Contact Union Square at 

571.263.9805
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.

Union Square is a master stroke of creativity. A unique adaptive reuse space located in Historic Old Town. With a decidedly French 
influence, this stunning venue showcases a selection of original paintings, prints and surrealistic fashion images by internationally 

recognized photographer, Rodney Smith. 
 

Union Square offers guests a remarkably elegant space for the ultimate entertaining experience. 
 

Find us online atVisit Alexandria Unique venues and on Wedding Wire.

204 South Royal St. | 571-263-9805  |  bird22314@gmail.com         Now accepting bookings by the week or month!

UnionSquare

The art of imagination
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HURRY! QUICK MOVE-INS AVAILABLE!

Brokers Warmly Welcomed. Must register and comply with policy terms.

Nestled in a prime Fairfax County location is a promising oasis where modern luxury and convenient 
connections become one. Come explore for yourself and tour our newly built award-winning model home!

HOME FEATURES: 
EnergyStar® CERTIFIED Construction | 3-5 BR | 2-4 Full + 1-2 Half BA | 2-Car Garage 
Bosch® Appliances | Quartz Kitchen Countertops | 11' Island | High-End Cabinets Included 
5" Plank Hardwood | 9' Ceilings | Designer Bathroom Tile | Home Automation System 

COMMUNITY FEATURES: 
Low HOA Fees Include Lawn Maintenance, Gazebo, Pavilion, Grill + Picnic Area | Green Spaces 
Paved Trails | Playground | Pocket Park | Bike Racks | Community Pond | Boardwalk + Pier 
Exercise + Dog Amenity Stations

CraftmarkHomes.com/RetreatAtWestfields

HIGH STYLE LIVING

ACT NOW FOR INCREDIBLE VALUE AND INCENTIVES!

DECORATED 
MODEL  

NOW OPEN!
CRAFTMARK HOMES AT  

THE RETREAT  
AT WESTFIELDS

AWARD-WINNING RICHMOND MODEL 
3-Level Townhome from Upper $600s | 4-Level Townhome from Low $700s 
Open Daily 11 am - 5 pm | 5286 Ridgeview Retreat Drive, Chantilly, VA 20151 
GPS to Model Home: 14900 Conference Center Drive, Chantilly, VA 20151

SALES MANAGER | LORI WINDSOR 
LWindsor@CraftmarkHomes.com | 703-507-6882 
Email for Appointment
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was done on purpose to add 
a little dynamism to it and to 
kind of give you a false per-
spective that draws out the 
garden, makes it look a little 
longer,” Michael said.

Michael and Victoria have 
added more than style to 
their home; they’ve added  
memories.

“I think we’ve added to the 
texture of it,” Victoria said. 
“… We got married here, the 
babies were baptized here. 
Everything, we’ve done it at 
this house.”

On their wedding day, 
Michael floated the wedding 
rings down the runnel he had 
constructed, and their oldest 
son, who was the ringbearer, 
caught the rings before bring-
ing them up to his parents. 
The ginkgo trees that the Ver-
gasons planted as saplings on 
their wedding day have grown 
and now fill the garden with 
shade and color. 

As time has passed and 
the ginkgoes have grown, the 
Vergasons’ relationship with 
their home has remained a 
constantly enriching one. 
The difference between a 
house and a home is mem-
ories – the birthday parties, 
movie nights, Thanksgivings 
and daily rituals that contrib-
ute to a sense of belonging 
and ownership.

Perhaps it’s why when 
asked about his favorite mem-
ories of the home, Michael 
thinks about a single image: 
their kitchen bookshelf, illu-
minated with the faint glow 
of an overhead light, viewed 
from outside in the garden 
during twilight.

“It is the color and the tex-
ture and the warmth of the 
place,” Michael said. “It’s a 
bit disembodied from what 
I know it is, but it is just that 
clipped view. Whether there’s 
any activity in there or not, it’s 
a wonderfully enticing view.”

-cmelloklein@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/DANIEL HOROWITZ
The greenhouse with its French doors was added to the house in the 1980s. Victoria transformed it into 
a bar room with vintage barware from her shop, The Hour.
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Danny Smith, PhD, PE
dsmith@ttrsir.com

703-505-7845

Freedom House Museum  
reopens this Friday  
1315 Duke Street  
purchase tickets in advance at  
https://shop.alexandriava.gov/Events.aspx

DANNY SMITH, Realtor®-Old Town is my Home

"Danny, on behalf of 
my family and me, 

thank you so much for 
all of your help! We 

really appreciate it and 
couldn't have done it 

without you!" 
Michael T.

Your CAN DO Realtor®
• Preparation of your home for sale.

• "White Glove" services.

• Flexible financing options.

• Engineering & construction background.

• Decades of service & leadership on  
    city commissions.

• Financial support for stewardship of our  
    historic resources.
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Why choose a Realtor?
There has never been a more important time to choose a Realtor carefully. Real estate is extremely multi-faceted and 

you need the right professional to navigate you through the different processes and scenarios since every experience is 
different. Although, every transaction has one thing in common: Communication. 

This is key to a successful experience and not enough time is spent on the communication between parties, but we listen. 
More importantly we CARE. We have 42 years of combined experience and we are local as well. We know how our markets 
react and how quickly they can change. We live in a hyper niche area that requires highly specialized expertise, experience 
& knowledge. Buying and/or selling a home can sometimes be the biggest moment or investment of your life; make 
sure you choose the right Realtor. If you want to start a conversation regarding buying, selling, leasing, investments, new 

construction or any combination, please contact us so that we can provide you the best information & experience. 

Don’t take our word for it! Here is what some of our clients had to say:

In both the buy/sell negotiations, 
you NEED Martine Irmer on your side. 
She’s very smart about real estate 
transactions, will defend you as a 
buyer/seller, and knows the landscape 
well. I would recommend to anyone out 
there looking to buy or sell, give Martine 
and Alex a call and talk with them about 

your goals, intentions, and plans.

They work hard to make the process 
smooth, enjoyable, and are always 
advocating for our best interests. More 
than that, they truly care about finding 
finding you a home you’ll love, not just a 
house to live in. They’re genuine, reliable, 

professional and great to work with!

I could not have been happier with 
the competent advice and level of 
service the Irmer Group provided, 
or more impressed by the way 
Martine Irmer fiercely advocated for 
our interests. Knowing that we had 
someone we could trust and rely 
upon made all the difference. I highly  

recommend the Irmer Group.

”

”

”

”

”

”
- The Collados- The Steadmans - Ms. Back

Also check out some of the properties we sold recently:

Martine Irmer • NVAR LifeTime Top Producer
703.346.7283 • Martine@Lnf.com • www.theirmergroup.com

Alexander Irmer • NVAR Top Producer
703.403.2465 • Ai@Lnf.com • www.theirmergroup.com

6755 Towne Ln Rd, 22101 
$884,900 Multiple Offers 

 4 Bed | 3.5 Bath 

403 N Alfred St, 22314 
$1,675,000  

4 Bed | 3.5 Bath 

1115 Cameron St  
#405 PH, 22314 | $1,809,000  

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath 
Represented both seller & buyers

1122 Portner Rd, 22314 
$729,900 

2 Bed | 2 Bath 

636 N Columbus St, 22314  
$983,000 Multiple Offers 

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath 

UNDER CONTRACT JUST SOLD JUST SOLD JUST SOLD JUST SOLD
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BY FAMILY FEATURES

Home upgrades are neces-
sary for a variety of reasons, 
but many homeowners look 
to update their homes to add 

comfort and beauty. While a 
complete renovation can be 
appealing, it can also be costly 
and time consuming.

However, if you’re willing 
to take on some of the work 

yourself, there are ways to 
upgrade your living spaces to 
add style – and value – with-
out the assistance of a con-
tractor. Consider these DIY 
ideas to spruce up your home’s 

aesthetics and create a more 
attractive place to live.

Freshen up paint
When it comes to simple 

DIY projects, a new coat of 
paint can drastically update 
your spaces without making 
major renovations. Light col-
ors like gray, beige or white can 
make smaller spaces feel more 
open while darker shades like 
navy and purple can create 
a dramatic look. If you don’t 
want to paint the entire room, 
adding a pop of color with an 
accent wall or touching up 
the trim are quick and easy 
improvements. Adding paint 
to a less traditional spot like 
the ceiling or refreshing cabi-
nets with a new color can also 
help bring your spaces to life.

Install mess-free  
stone accents

If you’re looking to add 
warmth and texture, easy-to-
install stone veneer can pro-
vide the look of natural stone 

without the expense. A mor-
tarless option like ClipStone is 
designed to be installed with 
screws and common tools, 
making it easy to achieve the 
look of traditional masonry 
without the hassle and mess. 
Durable and low mainte-
nance, you don’t have to worry 
about sealing or painting and 
it’s a perfect option for exte-
rior or interior installation 
that can be installed in any 
weather conditions. Avail-
able in a variety of styles and 
colors, homeowners can mix 
and match to create a cus-
tom look. Plus, it features a 
built-in water management 
system, overlapping edges to 
minimize gaps, reversible out-
side corners and a variety of  
available accessories.

Upgrade window 
treatments

Windows can often be 
overlooked or left with the 
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DIY home upgrades to add style

 PHOTO/FAMILY FEATURES
A fresh coat of light colored paint can make smaller spaces feel more open, while darker  
shades can create a dramatic look.

HOMES 

Rory Callaghan, our Kitchen Planning Director here at 
M&M, is also a highly skilled cook in many cuisines. 
He consults recipes but doesn’t follow them to the 
letter. “I cook for flavor and a beautiful presentation. 
Nourishment is the natural result of using fresh 
ingredients. I ponder each day’s menu asking, ‘Where 
do we want to eat tonight?... France, Italy, Japan, 
Morocco?’. I gather ingredients and spices and the meal 
almost makes itself.”

M&M cabinets feature today’s best specialty hardware 
for functionality that really is FUN! Paired with premium 
appliances, your luxury kitchen will be a powerhouse 
of cooking performance! When your kitchen is easy to 
work in and easy on the eyes, life is just better. 

Food Feeds the Body. 
Beauty feeds the soul.

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send all inquiries to  
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory’s cell 301-537-3515

& CABINETS
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Ask About our Closing Cost Credit+
Up to $1,000+  |  March 1–May 31, 2022

Lock in Your Rate 
for up to 4 months!1

Plus, a one time option to adjust 
your rate during the lock.1

Your Dream Home is Waiting. Apply Today.

ussfcu.org/mortgage

+ Offer valid March 1 through May 31, 2022. USSFCU will issue a lender’s credit of up to $1,000 towards the closing cost associated with refinanced mortgages applied for and approved during March 1 - May 31, 2022. The credit of $1,000 must be applied to a USSFCU mortgage 
within 90 days of approval date. Void where prohibited. USSFCU reserves the right to modify, update or discontinue this promotion at any time and without advance notice. 1 Only available on conventional fixed-rate mortgage loans with a minimum 10% down. For more information 
on loan programs, rates, terms, and conditions visit ussfcu.org/rates. All loan programs, rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. All loans subject to credit approval. Not all members who apply for a USSFCU Mortgage Loan will be accepted. Only 
conventional loans are available in all 50 states. Other mortgage loan types have limited availability state to state. Contact 1-800-231-8855 to find out if the mortgage loan type you are looking for is available in your state. Mortgage refinancing is not available in the state of Texas, 
purchase only. We do not offer CEMA transactions in the state of New York. The United States Senate Federal Credit Union complies with the Secure and Fair Enforcement for Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008 (S.A.F.E. Act). A list of our registered originators can be found by searching for 
the United States Senate Federal Credit Union at nmlsconsumeraccess.org.

Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by NCUA.

NMLS# 514285

MortgageAdvisor@ussfcu.org

Kim Ta
Sr. Mortgage Loan Officer

571.253.6355

Jeremey Hill
Mortgage Loan Officer

571.253.6345

Looking for Guidance from a Mortgage Expert?

We Have You Covered.

As a member of the MBa, we join the leading advocate for the real estate finance industry. The 
MBa provides USSFCU a comprehensive array of capabilities and tools that enable us to successfully 

deliver fair, sustainable and responsible real estate financing to our members and businesses.

DREAM HOME LOANS

CONVENTIONAL + FHA + VA
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simple paper shades or alu-
minum blinds the builder 
initially installed. Consider 
replacing them with planta-
tion shutters, wooden blinds 
or drapes that better suit the 
style of the room. In addi-
tion to blinds, curtains pro-
vide another opportunity to 
add design elements that align 
with your tastes. From geo-
metric panels to sheers, the 
possibilities are nearly end-
less. Or simply match the cur-
tain panels to the color of your 
walls or an accent color for a 
look that can match almost 
any style.

Update accessories
Cabinet pulls, outlet cov-

ers, curtain rods, switch plates 
and doorknobs are easily 
ignored, but replacing them 
can be an inexpensive way to 
add small touches of elegance 
to your home. With a vari-
ety of designs and finishes 

to choose from, including 
bronze, brushed nickel, cop-
per and stainless steel, updat-
ing worn pull handles and 
knobs can create an afford-
able look that appears expen-
sive. The same is true for 
metal switch covers and outlet 
plates. While decorative cur-
tain rods may be on the pricier 

side, adding a coat of paint in a 
metallic finish could provide a  
cheaper alternative.

Improve curb appeal
There are a multitude 

of inexpensive ways to give 
your home’s exterior a make-
over. Start by pressure wash-
ing your siding and windows, 

which can make your house 
look almost as good as a fresh 
coat of paint for a fraction of 
the time and money. Remem-
ber to also clean your drive-
way, patio and walkways to 
maximize your investment. 
Pulling weeds, trimming 
trees and bushes, and patch-
ing bald spots in the yard 

can also go a long way as can 
planting greenery in front of 
your home and making land-
scaping upgrades like adding 
mulch beds, water features or 
decorative edging. Another 
idea: replace your front door 
or give it a fresh coat of 
paint to add a pop of color to  
your porch.
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An easy-to-install stone veneer not only adds warmth and texture, it also provides the look of natural stone without the expense.
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HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Timeless elegance and 
panoramic vistas from this 
classic brick four square 
perched in the shadow of the 
Masonic Temple. Sited on the 
corner of Highland and King 
streets, this landmark home 
has been brought back to life 
by Bluestone Builders in col-
laboration with Thompson-
Moran Design team.

This approximately 3,400  
sq. ft. residence showcases 
quality custom finishes and 
true craftsmanship. The home 
has been taken down to the 
studs, the floor plan reconfig-
ured, the basement dug out and 
the third upper level finished. 
The home has 5 bedrooms and 
4.5 baths. Guests are welcomed 
by covered porches at the front 
and back doors, a gracious front 
entry foyer and a light-filled 
home with an open floor plan, 

exposed brick wall and gourmet 
kitchen with center island.

The main and upper level 
have 9-foot ceilings, transom 
windows, wide plank wood 
flooring, open staircase, 9” 
baseboard and oversized 
2-over-1 windows. Enter-
taining is effortless with 
the open circular floor plan 
making this the social cen-
ter of the home. The dining 

room is thoughtfully located 
close to the kitchen, there’s a 
main-level powder room and 
beautiful French doors lead 
from the family room to the 
back porch which welcomes 
al fresco dining and the 
lush lawn is perfect for yard 
games!

The second level has a 
spacious owners’ suite with 
custom built-ins and wain-

scotting, while the third level 
offers panoramic views of DC, 
Maryland and Alexandria and 
is finished with a full bath, 3 
walk-in closets and a privacy 
door. The lower level incor-
porates an au pair suite/guest 
room, full bath, family room 
with service bar, laundry 
and private entrance. Alley 
entrance off Highland and 2 
off-street parking spaces. 

Stately Presence with Panoramic Views
Address:  

 2500 King St.,  

Alexandria 22314

Neighborhood: 

George Washington Park

Price: $2,200,000

Square feet:  

3,400, approximately

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 4.5

Year built: 1910

Contact:

Christine Garner

Weichert Realtors

Christine@ChristineGarner.com

www.ChristineGarner.com

703-587-4855

COURTESY PHOTO
Left: Gracious front porch welcomes entertaining or relaxation.
Right: Family room with french doors lead to expansive porch, yard and off-street parking.
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BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI

Notoriously given a bad 
rap for purported uncon-
trolled rate rises and balloon 
payments, the adjustable-rate 
mortgage is a lending tool cur-
rently being called on by more 
and more buyers and their 
lending partners.

With careful consideration 
and the support of a profes-
sional lender, an ARM can 
make purchasing a home more 
attainable, especially for first-
time buyers.

The last several years have 
offered idyllic interest rates, 
with historical lows close to 
borrowing money for free.  

Most recently, fixed rates 
have been soaring, with 
the average 30-year hitting 
5.25% last week, according 
to Freddie Mac – nearly a 2% 
increase since the begin-
ning of 2022. Combine inter-
est rate hikes with increasing 
home prices and record low 
inventory, and you’ve got buy-
ers desperate for an avenue  
to homeownership.

Enter the adjustable-rate 
mortgages – or 
ARMs. An ARM can 
make home buying 
more affordable for 
buyers during the 
beginning of their 
loan term. A 1% rate 
reduction can reduce 
monthly mortgage 
payments by several 
hundred dollars or 
more during the ini-
tial loan term. 

When the initial loan term 
is complete, the variable inter-
est rate is determined using a 
fixed benchmark – such as the 
Fed Funds Rate, the prime rate 
or the LIBOR, among others – 
plus the margin, a set amount 
of interest above the index 
rate. The index is variable, 
while the margin is constant.

ARMs generally have 
caps limiting interest rate 
increases per year or over the  
loan’s lifetime.

The most common type 
of ARM is the hybrid, and it 
offers a combination of fixed 
and adjustable-rate periods. 

Usually, these loans are named 
using the fixed 
interest rate term 
length combined 
with how often 
the interest rate is 
subject to adjust-
ment after the 
initial loan term. 
For example, in a 
10y/6m ARM, the 
10y represents a 
fixed interest rate 

for the initial 10-year period, 
while 6m means the inter-
est rate is subject to adjust-
ment every six months for 
the loan’s lifetime or until the  
buyer refinances.  

With careful consider-
ation and the support of a 
real estate professional and 
trusted lender, an ARM could 
be a smart choice for your 
home buying needs. Talk 
with your team to decide the  
right approach.

The writer is the founder 
of the LizLuke team at Long 
& Foster Real Estate. She is 

also a buyer and seller agent.

ELIZABETH
LUCCHESI

Adjustable-rate 
mortgages aren’t all bad

COURTESY PHOTO
Adjustable-rate mortgages can make home buying more affordable for buyers during the  
beginning of their loan term.

REAL 
TALK

IRON CODE #52

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

AT
@AlexTimesNews

follow us on twitter
Get the latest news update in real time.
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How heartening it is to see the new map and proposed text 
amendment, both revised by city staff after receiving resident 
input, that dials back what appeared to be an assault on sin-
gle-family zoning in Alexandria.

Yes, what the city commits to today can be altered tomorrow, as 
resident, and lawyer, Yvonne Callahan pointed out at the commu-
nity meeting on May 19 where this issue was discussed. But we are 
glad to see what looks from here like genuine regard for resident 
concerns in the revised proposal.

What’s under consideration is whether and where to widen the 
zoning areas within Alexandria where it’s permissible for develop-
ers to seek variations to height, and therefore density, regulations 
if they provide affordable housing units. See Times story, “City 
holds zone text amendment community meeting,” on page 10 for 
more details.

An earlier version of the proposed map indicated that King and 
Washington streets, as well as the location of the Old Town Safe-
way and The Departmental Progressive Club in the heart of resi-
dential Old Town, could be subjected to buildings as tall as 70 feet 
high.

Historic preservationists and those who love Old Town are 
likely breathing a sigh of relief at the revisions.

But we remain concerned about what this text amendment 
means for the Del Ray neighborhood. Most of Mt. Vernon Ave-
nue beginning a few blocks past the Braddock Road Metro station 
would be eligible to receive zoning variations that could result 
in seven-story buildings lining The Avenue – and towering over 
the single-family homes behind. We think the plan needs further 
altering to eliminate this zoning for the sections of Mt. Vernon 
Avenue that are directly adjacent to existing single-family homes.

What also needs to stop is the framing of this issue in racial 
terms. We are all aware at this juncture of the 21st century that the 
institutions of this country have long favored those with money, Y 
chromosomes and white skin. Yet because ours is a living consti-
tution, 27 amendments have been passed, many of which correct 
oversights and barriers to progress for those who began life with-
out any or all of those three advantages.

It’s clear we still have far to go, while it’s simultaneously unde-
niable that significant progress has been made. But that progress 
is harmed, not helped, when politicians and activists label people 
who disagree with them as racist. 

We think people of all ethnicities would like to live in single 
family homes.

The solution to making that dream more accessible to all isn’t to 
ruin single family neighborhoods by building high-rises adjacent 
to single family homes. It’s to look at ways to boost single-fam-
ily home ownership opportunities for those who are underrepre-
sented.

Let’s boost overall economic growth and make it easier to 
launch entrepreneurial ventures. Let’s expand business mentoring 
programs and help make capital more readily available for under-
served communities. Let’s make our public schools safe again so 
that learning can take place, since education is the key to eventual 
economic success.

And let’s back away from the ugly rhetoric that is tearing our 
country apart. It is not racist, or ignorant, to oppose high-rise 
buildings adjacent to single-family homes.

The value of listening

PHOTO/LEE MOODY
A recent morning on Alexandria’s waterfront behind the Torpedo Factory.

We have no public transportation
To the editor:

Whether you commute to work by 
WMATA, DASH, carpool, driving or even 
by bike, WMATA service affects you. The 
region used to depend on very high fre-
quency mass transit service. Very high fre-
quency mass transit service made roads 
more usable for all. Businesses were located 
adjacent to WMATA rail stations and hubs, 
and much of the region’s real estate invest-
ment map relied on the WMATA map as a 
where-to-site tool. 

For decades, WMATA has mattered. 
That’s why it also matters that there sim-
ply is no more WMATA service, especially 
to, from and within Alexandria. 

We have seen WMATA shut down all 
service to and from Alexandria because of 
claimed platform defects at Braddock Road. 
WMATA made its typical promises to the 
effect that the fix would be expeditious. It 
was eventually completed, many months 
late. We have seen WMATA dramatically 
reduce both peak and off-peak service over 
a five-year period, preceding COVID-19 
by substantially over a year. Every inquiry 
led to promises of service restoration, and 
soon. There hasn’t been any. 

We have seen WMATA announce a 
Yellow line service shutdown, scheduled 
to start soon, that WMATA claims will 
take eight months rolled-in. All WMA-
TA-watchers well know this will take 
infinitely longer. 

We have seen our City Council blindly 
defend WMATA for years, and we have 
been deafened by the absolute silence of 
our city’s weakest council member, who 
sits on WMATA’s board and who shares in 
personal and political responsibility for the 
continuing mess. And we have seen WMA-
TA’s board vigorously defend the prior 
WMATA GM, who I believe consistently 
lied to the public. 

All that is prologue. Just this month, 
WMATA admitted that half of its rail and 
many of its bus operators are not certified 
to lawfully, safely, do their jobs. During 
the various COVID-related WMATA slow-
downs and shut-downs, when personnel 
were widely available to be re-trained and 
certified, WMATA fell down on the job 
completely. WMATA did not even track its 
own training and certification records.

Your Views
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“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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Now that service sim-
ply must be restored, per-
sonnel are being taken 
out of service. As a result, 
what little WMATA ser-
vice we still receive will 
be sliced down even 
further, for the conve-
nience of WMATA and  
its personnel. 

True to form, WMATA  
made the latest ann- 
ouncement of service 
reductions on a Sun-
day afternoon. This pro-
vides commuters – those 
who use WMATA and 
those who do not – with 
absolutely no means 
of making alternative 
arrangements. This costs 
revenue. This will cost 
people their jobs. 

And the WMATA 
service area selected for 
the latest cutback? That 
would include Yellow, 
which will be completely 
shut down to Alexan-
dria starting in several 
weeks anyway – first for 
switch-installation work 
at the Potomac Yards 
station – work that a 
capable railroad could 
easily complete within 
two to three weeks – and 
then for bridge recon-
struction work. And we 
all know perfectly well 
that the switch work will 
wind up taking three 
months, and it’s a rea-
sonable bet that the 
bridge work will take 
two years.

I used public tran-
sit for my commute for 
more than 40 years. I 
relied on WMATA for 
my commute, on rare 
occasions supplemented 
by DASH, for 24 years. 
I have been on trains 
that were diverted with-
out announcement, in 
stations that displayed 

completely inaccurate  
arrival and depar-
ture information and 
on buses that were 
crowded with vagrants 
harassing female pas-
sengers riding alone. 
And I stuck to it. And it  
became impossible. 

Now I am a former 
WMATA commuter. Just  
over two years ago, I 
made the wisest com-
muting decision ever: 
I bought a car. I com-
mute, normally with 
one passenger, by car. 
It’s the only way to reli-
ably reach work because 
we have no more pub-
lic transportation in  
the region.

If you don’t have, 
and drive, a car, you are 
out of business here. As 
we bring tens of thou-
sands of additional res-
idents to Alexandria, 
while we simultane-
ously reduce vehicle 
capacity, we promise to 
physically strand our  
entire community. 

It is long past time 
for the City of Alexan-
dria to exit the WMATA 
compact. Alexandria 
can, and should, seek 
a state law ruling as to 
whether the Constitu-
tion of Virginia permits 
the city to continue to 
be bound to funding and 
other obligations under 
the WMATA Compact. 

It is also long past 
time for the city to quit 
assuming that pub-
lic transportation will 
somehow appear to serve 
our imprudently explod-
ing population. Public 
transportation isn’t here 
now. It won’t be here in 
the future. There is no 
longer any such thing in 
this region.

-Mark C. Williams,
Alexandria 

What a dude!
BY ROB WHITTLE

When Benjamin Franklin finally died at the 
then-ancient age of 84, the largest crowd ever assem-
bled in the New World – 20,000 – gathered in Phila-
delphia to see the great man off. The old typesetter 
and printer’s tombstone reads, “The body of Benjamin 
Franklin, like the cover of an old book, its contents torn 
out and stripped of its lettering and gilding, lies here, 
food for worms. But the work shall not be wholly lost. 
For it will, as he believed, appear once more in a new 
and more perfect edition. –Corrected and 
amended by the author.”

Did you catch Ken Burns’ new doc-
umentary on PBS? I’m not a huge fan of 
Burns. His budgets are gargantuan com-
pared to those of other documentarians, 
and I believe he could do a lot more. But 
his subject matter is certainly worthy. One 
notable observation is that if Franklin lived 
in modern times, he could win the Nobel 
Prize in Science. He would be considered 
our greatest diplomat and win the Nobel 
for Peace and be our greatest prose writer. He probably 
would’ve been a hit on Jimmy Kimmel, the Daily Show 
and other shows of that ilk, such was his wit, intelli-
gence and sense of humor.

Among the aphorisms he coined: “Fish and houseg-
uests begin to stink after three days;” “He who lies 
down with dogs…;” “Haste makes waste;” “A penny 
saved is a penny earned;” ”A countryman between 
two lawyers is like a fish between two cats;” “The only 
things that are certain are death and taxes.” 

His inventions included the Franklin Stove, a mas-
sive improvement to heating and an immensely popu-
lar appliance in those days. He conceived the positive 
and negative properties of batteries and invented bifo-
cals and the musical instrument called the Armonica. 
An avid swimmer, Franklin invented swim fins and 
had himself pulled through the water by connecting 
himself to a kite.

As Postmaster General, Franklin set out to dramat-
ically improve the colonies’ handling of mail. On an 
inspection tour, he invented the odometer by attach-
ing a geared device to the rear wheel of his carriage. 
With every 400 revolutions of the wheel, he calculated 
that he’d traveled one mile. It proved to be remarkably 
accurate. To help relieve his brother’s suffering from 
kidney stones, he conceived and built a flexible urinary 
catheter, the first ever.

We all know about the kite and electricity as well 
as the lightning rod. This propelled him to inter-
national fame at a time when Europeans thought 
of the Colonies as a backwater, good only for furs 
and tobacco. His role in raising America’s stature 
worldwide is incalculable. You could say that he also 

invented American celebrity.
Interestingly, Franklin never sought a single patent 

on any of his inventions, believing them to be in the 
public domain and to be used without fees by every-
one.

His greatest contribution to society, though, was 
as a diplomat and patriot. For most of his life he was 
a rabid Anglophile until the run-up to the Revolution. 
He had been posted to London for many years and 
had considered moving there permanently as he was 
a well-known and beloved fixture in intellectual and 

royal circles. He was passionate about find-
ing ways to reconcile the growing differ-
ences between England and her Colonies.

It wasn’t until 1775 that a final break 
came between Franklin and England. In 
an infamous session before Parliament 
and other influentials in a setting called 
the Cockpit, the English humiliated a stoic 
Franklin, causing him to at last return to 
Philadelphia. There, he plunged back into 
affairs of state, not without overcoming sig-
nificant personal challenges. Many thought 

him to be a spy because of his long association in Lon-
don as well as the fact that his son William was the 
Tory governor of New Jersey. Franklin, through intel-
lect, actions and humor ultimately won the day.

Much has been written about Franklin as envoy to 
France. He was a celebrity there with his Marten hat 
and his plain clothes as well as the twinkle in his eye. 
Many French households featured his portrait over 
their mantles, and King Louis XVI adorned the bot-
tom of the royal chamber pot with his likeness. It was 
the patient, artful diplomacy of Franklin – not that of 
his fellow envoy and polar-opposite personality John 
Adams –that ultimately won the French to the Ameri-
can side and ensured victory for the Colonies.

Franklin returned to America to large crowds and 
booming guns of salute. George Washington’s first 
stop in Philadelphia was to see Franklin. At 81 years 
of age, he attended every session of the Constitutional 
Convention save one. In 1787, he made the motion to 
adopt the Constitution.

Yet there was still some unfinished business. 
Franklin had been an enslaver but, late in life, saw the 
inhumanity and injustice in the practice and became 
an abolitionist. He freed his two slaves and wrote a 
treatise, saying, “Slavery is such an atrocious debase-
ment of human nature. That its very extirpation, if not 
performed with solicitous care, may sometimes open a 
source of serious evils.”

Like I said, what a dude!

The writer is CEO of Williams Whittle 
Advertising and is the author of two historical novels, 

“Pointer’s War” and “Pointer and the Russian.”

Poor Robert's Ruminations 
with Rob Whittle

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the

endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

ROB
WHITTLE
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Caring for Alexandria’s merchant fleet
More than 200 years ago, 

Alexandrians repurposed ret- 
ired merchant ships to create 
new land along the Potomac 
River, which helped make the 
early town a thriving inter-
national port. Archaeologists 
have excavated four of these 
ship hull remnants along 
the Alexandria waterfront 
during recent redevelopment 
projects, one from the Hotel 
Indigo site and three from 
the Robinson Landing site on 
South Union Street. 

The oxygen-free and 
waterlogged environment of 
the site preserved the ship 
timbers, but once out of the 
ground the waterlogged wood 
posed unique preservation 
challenges to archaeologists. 
These objects keep their shape 
and structural integrity when 
wet, but if allowed to dry, they 
will warp, shrink and crack.

The City of Alexandria 
first preserved the timbers by 
storing all four ship remnants 
in pools of water. For more 
than five years, Alexandria 
Archaeology staff, interns and 
volunteers have kept them 
stable. Pools provided a short-
term solution, but longer-
term options were needed, 
and the four ships embarked 
on two different stabilization 
journeys.

The first ship, found in 
2015 at what is now the Hotel 
Indigo, is being conserved by 
Texas A&M University’s Con-
servation Research Lab and 

will return to Alexandria once 
the process is complete. This 
work will result in timbers 
that are stable out of the water 
and can be studied, reassem-
bled and exhibited. 

In 2018, archaeolo-
gists excavated three large 
18th-century ship remnants 
from the Robinson Landing 
construction site. The remains 
of these three ships are now 
on the next stage of their pres-
ervation journey. This month, 
a team of scientific divers, 
archaeologists and conserva-
tors from AECOM, the City of 
Alexandria and the Maryland 

Archaeological Conservation 
Laboratory began the process 
of placing the wood at the bot-
tom of the pond at Ben Bren-
man Park.

Submerging waterlogged 
archaeological wood in an 
existing body of water is a cre-
ative preservation solution 
that is used around the world 
and is considered a best prac-
tice for caring for these arti-
facts while retaining options 
for future study and conser-
vation. Archaeologists will 
reassess this storage solution 
after 20 to 25 years. Three 
interpretation signs will soon 

be installed at Ben Brenman 
Park to tell the story of the 
ships, their significance and 
why the pond was chosen  
for preservation.

Additional research, doc-
umentation and analysis have 
brought to light new infor-
mation about these ships and 
Alexandria’s maritime his-
tory. Archaeologists from 
Texas A&M University used 
cutting-edge 3D laser scan-
ning technology to document 
the ship timbers and create 
digital and physical models of 
the ships. From a small work 
vessel to the largest 18th-cen-
tury merchant ship ever exca-
vated in the United States, 
these four ships represent 
aspects of Alexandria’s mari-
time economy.  

Scale models of Alexan-
dria’s fleet of four merchant 
ships are currently on exhibit 
at the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center. The preservation jour-
neys of these ships and their 
histories are explored in the 
exhibit “SeeWorthy: Mod-
eling Maritime Archaeol-
ogy” on view through June 5 
on the first floor. Visitors are 
invited to view this exhibit on 
ship construction through the 
eyes of maritime archaeolo-
gists and explore more in the 
free Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum on the 3rd floor.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.

This Week  
Are you happy with the zoning changes 
staff has made to address resident 
concerns about bonus density?
A) Yes, it 's a great relief that the Old and Historic  
District is exempt. 
B) No, I'm alarmed that most of Mt. Vernon Avenue can be built. 
C) Let's wait and see what council approves.
D) I'm not sure.

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week  
Should City Council change zoning laws to allow sev-
en-story buildings built on Mt. Vernon Ave., King St., 
Washington St. and residential areas like the Old Town 
Safeway and Departmental Progressive Club?

73% No. 
19%  Yes. 
7% Yes, on Mt. Vernon Ave. but not in Old Town. 
1% Yes, in Old Town but not on Mt. Vernon Ave.

 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA ARCHAEOLOGY
A floating dock is used by divers, archaeologists and conservators 
to help submerge the timbers in Ben Brenman Pond.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

A CUT ABOVE THE REST by Drew Schmenner, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 Unruly crowd
4 "Won't you let me?"
9 Vaccine-approving org.
12 Phi Beta ___
17 Singer Rita
18 Squirrel's snack
19 What ponies once  

helped deliver
20 Partner of "wiser"
21 Egg layer
22 Deserve
23	 *Conclude,	as	a	film	(Note	

the	first	word	of	each	starred	
clue's answer, plus the letters 
below that word)

25 Texas A&M student
27 One who brings a painting 

back to life
29 Tusked Arctic beast
31 Solitary
32	 (Not	my	mistake!)
33 Hoppy libation
36 Skateboarder's  

safety accessory
38 Rare treat, perhaps?
41 Flowers in chains
44 Rescue plea
45 Goat's utterance
47 Certain child
49 Sweeties
50 *Pixar toy who said  

"To	infinity	and	beyond!"

56 ___ sequitur
57	 Phrase	on	old	New	York	

license plates
61 Filling, wrapped food
63 Entryway
64 18 numbers in roulette
66 Cabo or Cancun
68	 Bleed	(through)
69 Swindler's scheme
70 Pharmacy purchases, for short
73 Director Ephron
75 Run like a cheetah
78 Earn points
80 Thwarted, as wicked plans
82 Battles
85 *Alien attempts at agriculture?
87 Progressive spokeswoman
89	 Where	a	DIYer	 

might get supplies
91 Garlicky mayo
93 Droop
94 Tailor's edge
95 Rejections
98 Sink a putt after  

missing a birdie
101 Uninteresting people
105 "Levitating" singer
108 Winter hrs. in Denver
109 Vegas opener?
111	 Related	(to)
113 Determined the cost of
114	 *Thick	floor	coverings
118 Some freezing temps

119	What	a	flight	attendant	asks	
passengers	to	find

122 Lunar or laundry sequence
125 Airport grp.
126	Where	New	Delhi	is
127	 Linear,	briefly
128 Broadcasting
129	 ___	room	(pool	table's	spot)
130 Acclimate
131	 ___	XING
132 "Back to the Future" surname
133 Blabber
DOWN
1 Iroquoian people
2 Pizzeria herb
3 Rigid bracelets
4 Arose
5 Get 100% on
6	 Neither	this	___	that
7 Word before "period"  

or "offer"
8 Emcee's deliveries
9 Crazes
10 Eating regimens
11 "Curiously strong" mint
12 Japanese beef type
13 Standing order?
14 Handheld organizer, for short
15	 Bench	press	target,	briefly
16 "Lost" artifact sought by 

Indiana Jones
19 Ginnie ___
23 Like a grocery store sample

24 Killer whale
26 Hot temper
28 Explosive letters
30 Playwright Beckett
34 Paper for a  

self-playing instrument
35	 Prefix	with	"dynamic"
37 Haagen-___
39 Cigarette waste
40 "Today" co-host Hoda
42 "The Wire" actor Elba
43 ID often assigned at birth
46 Early consumer of tamales
48 Sch. in Greenwich Village
50 Garment with a hook
51	 Molten	flow
52 Bullets on an agenda
53 What comes before  

"X,"	"Y"	and	"Z"
54 Goofs
55	 "You	___	My	Sunshine"
57	 Short	albums	(Abbr.)
58 Bar on "The Simpsons"
59 People who may chop onions
60 Helpful computer whiz
62 Gin mixer
65	 Gooey	campfire	treat
67 Oak or elm
69 A-lister
71 Cupid's counterpart
72 What a shallow person lacks
74 Pop-ups, e.g.
76 Beatnik's acknowledgment

77 Michael Jordan's org.
79 "Bad Moon Rising"  

band, familiarly
80 Finalize, as plans
81 Mined material
83 QBs' triumphs
84 Medical sampling aid
86 Like some intramural teams
87 Sis, bro and the 'rents, say
88	 Name	in	parliament?
90 In the past
92 Delivers, as a rant
95	 "You	almost	tricked	me!"
96 Where cargo ships cruise
97 Bumbling person
99 "It's a shame"
100 Convertible, in slang
102 Entranced
103	Scratch	(out)
104 Many a show  

with a laugh track
106 Certain blood vessel
107 Tell a whopper
110 It's part of an act
112 Lance Bass' former band
115 Miami basketball team
116 Canned at work
117 Unburden
119 Actress Long
120 Draw to a close
121 Colgate tube org.
123	Half-___	(coffee	order)
124	Rapper	___	Nas	X
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SHARON K. STEPNO (82),  

formerly of Alexandria, May 13, 2022

ROBERT H. BAILEY (90),  

formerly of Alexandria, May 21, 2022

LINDA M. JETT (83),  

of Alexandria, May 18, 2022
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MAY 26

OUTDOOR JAZZ CONCERT: 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF GYPSY 
JAZZ Chanteuse Myriam Phiro 
and her band Nuage Rhythm 
celebrate the golden age of jazz 
across the Atlantic in a blend 
of Parisian and American Jazz. 
The concert will include classics 
in French, English, Italian, 
Portuguese and Spanish in the 
stylings of Edith Piaf and Nat 
King Cole, reimagined through 
gypsy jazz. 
Time: 5 to 6 p.m.  
and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Location: 711 Princess St. 
Information:   
www.classicalmovements.com/
secretgardenconcerts  
INTRO TO CHEESE & 
CHARCUTERIE WORKSHOP 
Learn the basics of assembling a 
delicious cheese and charcuterie 
board. Led by Bianca from 
Berries & Brie, the interactive 
workshop will teach participants 
about wine pairings, cutting 
techniques and charcuterie board 
styling. Each participant will 
make an individual charcuterie 
board and all supplies are 
provided. 
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: 1212 King St. 
Information:   
https://visitalexandria.com/
events/special-intro-to-cheese-
charcuterie-workshop-2/ 

MAY 27

FREEDOM HOUSE REOPENS  
The Freedom House Museum will 
reopen with three new exhibitions 
showcasing Alexandria’s Black 
history and the Black experience 
in America. A larger grand 
opening event is scheduled for 
Juneteenth. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: 1315 Duke St. 
Information:   
https://apps.alexandriava.gov/
Calendar/Detail.aspx?si=44349 

JUNE 3

GARDENS AND 
LANDSCAPES IN THE AGE 
OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 
AND NOW At this virtual 
symposium, attendees will learn 
how George Washington and 
his contemporaries shaped the 
natural world to achieve beauty 
through gardening and how these 
historic methods remain relevant 
in today’s world. Lectures 
highlight the gardens and 
landscapes of Mount Vernon, 
Middleton Place, Lafayette’s La 

Grange and Hampton Court. 
Time: All day 
Location: 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway 
Information:   
www.visitalexandriava.com/
event/gardens-and-landscapes-
in-the-age-of-george-washington-
and-now/18920 

JUNE 4

ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA 
PRIDE The Alexandria LGBTQ+ 
Task Force will kick off pride 
month at the 5th annual 
Alexandria Pride. Participants will 
collect pride swag, enjoy music 
and food, make art and learn 
about LGBTQ-inclusive services in 
Alexandria. Free and confidential 
HIV testing will be available. 

Time: 1 to 4 p.m. 
Location: 901 Wythe St. 
Information:   
https://apps.alexandriava.gov/
Calendar/Detail.aspx?si=44358 
 
D-DAY COMMEMORATION 
The Alexandria-Caen Sister 
City Committee will hold its 
annual D-Day commemoration 
on Market Square, replete with 
swing music, costumed dancers, 
re-enactors and information 
booths. The 78th anniversary 
program will be held from 4 to 5 
p.m. on the Market Square stage. 
Time: 3 to 5 p.m. 
Location: 301 King St. 
Information:   
https://apps.alexandriava.gov/
Calendar/Detail.aspx?si=43322 

 

Contact: Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

AT

CALENDAR Classifieds

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 6/30/22. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See 
your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 945-1631CALL 
NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 6.30.2022

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) III Fund 
Plan on June 2, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.

Comments will be heard in-person 
in the School Board Meeting Room 
at 1340 Braddock Place in Alexan-
dria, virtually through Zoom, or 
submitted as written comments. 
Only topics related to the ESSER III 
Plan will be heard during the public 
hearing. 

Sign up to speak or submit written 
comments by noon on June 1.

Sign up to speak at: https://
acpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/
w1y82d0109g4g30/

Submit written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at:
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us

Submit written comments by U.S. 
Mail at:
Clerk of the Board, 
Alexandria City School Board 
1340 Braddock Place
Alexandria, VA 22314

For more information, please contact 
the Clerk of the Board at 703-619-
8316 or at the email listed above.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its controlled 
affiliates doing business as Verizon 
Wireless (Verizon Wireless) proposes 
to collocate wireless communica-
tions antennas at two (2) distinct 
locations. One (1) at a top height of 
159 feet on a 162-foot building at the 
approx. vicinity of 2727 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, City of Alexandria 
County, VA 22314; and one (1) at a 
top height of 150 feet on a 161-foot 
building at the approx. vicinity of 
4600 Duke Street, Alexandria, City 
of Alexandria County, VA 22304. 
Public comments regarding potential 
effects from this site on historic prop-
erties may be submitted within 30 
days from the date of this publication 
to: Trileaf Corp, Monica Argueta, 
m.argueta@trileaf.com, 8600 LaSalle 
Road, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21286, 
410-853-7128.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its con-
trolled affiliates doing business as 
Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wire-
less) proposes to build a 41- foot 
non-utility communications struc-
ture at the approx. vicinity of 500 
South Royal Street, Alexandria, City 
of Alexandria, VA 22314 (38.79947, 
-77.04455278). Public comments 
regarding potential effects from this 
site on historic properties may be 
submitted within 30 days from the 
date of this publication to:  Trileaf 
Corp, Kayla Lauer, k.lauer@trileaf.
com, 8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 301, 
Towson, MD 21286,410-853-7128.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its con-
trolled affiliates doing business as 
Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wireless) 
proposes to collocate wireless 
communications antennas at top 
heights of 191 feet and 195 feet on 
a 195-foot building at the approx. 
vicinity of 2500 N Van Dorn Street, 
Alexandria, City of Alexandria, VA 
22302. Public comments regard-
ing potential effects from this 
site on historic properties may be 

submitted within 30 days from the 
date of this publication to: Trileaf 
Corp, Kayla Lauer, k.lauer@trileaf.
com, 8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 301, 
Towson, MD 21286,410-853-7128.

LEGAL NOTICE
DISH Wireless proposes to collocate 
wireless communications anten-
nas at a top height of 191 feet on 
a 191-foot building at the approx. 
vicinity of 4901 Seminary Road, 
Alexandria, City of Alexandria, VA 
22311.  Public comments regarding 
potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submit-
ted within 30 days from the date of 
this publication to:  Trileaf Corp, 
Benjamin Allen, b.allen@trileaf.
com, phone: 678-653-8673, 1395 
South Marietta Parkway, Building 
400, Suite 209, Marietta, GA 30067.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions state-
wide and in other states. Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

DOGS, PETS OR LIVESTOCK

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip 
as an area spray to control lyme 
disease ticks, fleas, stable flies, & 
mosquitoes where they breed. At 
Northwest Ace Hardware Stores.
(WWW.Fleabeacon.com)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Allure Nails Spa of Fairfax LLC

Allure Nails

117 Church St NW

Vienna

Fairfax 22180

Marketplace License - Day Spa

Off US-221 in Willis, this gorgeous property features an expansive timber 
valley rimmed by 2.5mi of incredibly scenic open ridgeline!  Bid live or online.
Details at  TRFAuctions.com | 434.847.7741 |  VAAF501

ABSOLUTE LAND

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA
228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

ABSOLUTE LAND
AUCTION

1,019 Acres offered in 7 Tracts
Timber • Sweeping Views • Road Frontage • Private & Accessible

Wed, Jun.22, 12:30pm at the Floyd 
EcoVillage, 188 EcoVillage Trl, Floyd, VA

One Of A Kind!

Twin Fir Estates
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109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

FOR SALE |  529 S FAIRFAX STREET

Exclusively Offered for $1,200,000

FOR SALE |  126 S FAIRFAX STREET

Exclusively Offered for $2,850,000

FOR SALE |  410 PRINCE STREET

Exclusively Offered for $3,195,000

FOR SALE |  601 & 607 ORONOCO STREET

Exclusively Offered for $5,400,000

202.361.5079 | LBishop@McEnearney.com
LaurenBishopHomes.com | Licensed in VA

Living, Loving,  
Listing Old Town 

L A U R E N  B I S H O P,  R E A LT O R


