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City holds first 
community meeting 
on future of Taylor  
and Strawberry Run
BY KASSIDY MCDONALD 

On Saturday, the city held 
the first Consensus Build-
ing Group meeting to discuss 
possible future design plans 
and outcomes for Taylor Run 
and Strawberry Run.  

The meeting, held at the 
Alexandria Renew Education 
Center, was led by the Insti-
tute for Engagement and Ne-
gotiation at the University 
of Virginia, and co-hosted 
by the City of Alexandria’s 
Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services, Storm-
water Management Division 
and the Department of Proj-
ect Implementation.

The workshop was the 
latest chapter in a three-
year debate between the city 

and local environmentalists 
about the best way to restore 
city streams, with local en-
vironmental groups pushing 
back against the proposed 
use of Natural Channel De-
sign, a method that would re-
sult in the loss of more than 
100 mature trees at Taylor 
Run alone. 

In April 2021, City Coun-
cil instructed staff to pause 
moving forward with Nat-
ural Channel Design and to 
engage with the commu-
nity on a path forward. These 
workshops, which will con-
tinue through October, are 

Streaming toward change

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
The Joint Public Safety Honor Guard at the Sept. 11 Remembrance 
Ceremony Sunday at city hall. See more on page 10.

The Other Alexandria
Lawrence “Lucky” Elliott mentored 

Alexandria youth. 
Page 23

First Council legislative 
meeting includes  
General Assembly update
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON 

City Council held its first 2022-2023 
legislative meeting on Tuesday evening, 
in which a discussion took place about 
the General Assembly’s recently granted 
permissive authority and preparation of 

upcoming docket items.
Ahead of the meeting, Mayor Justin 

Wilson shared with the Times his over-
all thoughts surrounding the upcoming 
year and what items council is planning 
on tackling this fall.

“I’m excited. This is kind of the 
year when really things get done,” Wil-

Mayor discusses fall 
legislative priorities

SEE STREAM | 6

PHOTO/AMANDA DOLASINSKI
The first Consensus Building Group Meeting was held on Sept. 10 
to discuss possibilities for Taylor and Strawberry Run.

SEE LEGISLATIVE | 11

PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Walter Hammersley, an Alexandria native,  
celebrated his 100th birthday this year. 
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ACTIVE

ACTIVE ACTIVE

603 N. Alfred Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 
4 BD | 4.5 BA | $1,699,000 | Back on the Market

Listed by The Rivkin Group

3724 Edison St, Alexandria, VA 22305 
3 BD | 1.5 BA | $585,000

Listed by Homes of Alexandria Team

3400 Alabama Ave, Alexandria, VA 22305  
4 BD | 3.5 BA | $1,325,000 

Listed by The Goodhart Group

The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Fall in Love with 
Your Next Home

Tis’ the season of pumpkin spice! Look 
to our Alexandria experts for real estate 
advice. Contact them for a consultation 
on how they can guide you through 
your next move! 

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152co
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ACTIVE

2414 Londonderry Rd, Alexandria, VA 22308 
4 BD | 2.5 BA | $975,000

Listed by Pia Taylor

TEAM OF
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One person was shot in the 
3800 block of Old Dominion 
Boulevard on Sunday night, 
according to the Alexandria 
Police Department. 

The shooting happened 
around 7:30 p.m. A 50-year-

old man was reported shot 
and taken to George Wash-
ington University Hospital 
with non-life threatening in-
juries, according to ALXnow. 
APD is still investigating the  
incident.

Anyone with information 
on the shooting can contact 
Detective Robert Hill at Rob-
ert.hill@alexandriava.gov or 
703-746-6712. Callers can re-
main anonymous.

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

City resident shot Saturday night

On behalf of its water cus-
tomers, the City of Alexan-
dria has formally objected to 
the Virginia American Water’s 
request to the State Corpora-
tion Commission to raise wa-
ter rates, according to a news 
release. 

The city believes the com-
pany’s proposed profit mar-
gin should be lower, the rate of 
bill increases should be grad-
ual and the costs of serving 
customers should be allocated 

among residential, commer-
cial and industrial customers, 
according to the release. 

The company seeks to in-
crease its rates to produce ad-
ditional annual jurisdictional 
sales revenues totaling $14.3 
million and an annual wa-
ter service rate increase of 
$11,565,880, or 27.35%. The bill 
for an average residential cus-
tomer using 4,5000 gallons of 
water per month would increase 
by about 40%, or $117 per year. 

Community members can 
submit online feedback with 
the State Corporation Com-
mission by Sept. 20. The com-
mission will hold a public 
hearing on Sept. 23 at 10 a.m. 
and Sept. 27 at 10 a.m., where 
participants may join via tele-
phone, webcast or in-person.

To submit comments, visit 
https://scc.virginia.gov/case 
comments/comment/PUR-
2021-00255. 

-wilson.arianaj@gmail.com

Virginia American Water Rate opposition

Volunteer Alexandria, Al-
exandria’s link between indi-
vidual and group volunteers 
and area nonprofits, and The 
Spitfire Club, an innovative 
nonprofit book club and em-
powerment community for 
girls, announced an open 
house of their new offices with 
a ribbing cutting ceremony 
and donation drive that will 
take place on Sept. 29, accord-
ing to a news release.

The event is open to the 
public and will take place from 
4 to 8 p.m. The ribbon cut-

ting ceremony will take place 
around 5:45 p.m., with Mayor 
Justin Wilson and members 
of City Council, among other 
partners. Light refreshments 
and snacks will be served.

Volunteer Alexandria and 
The Spitfire Club are also 
holding two donation drives 
and are asking the commu-
nity to drop off clean or new 
reusable bags or participate in 
a children’s book swap at their 
new offices located at 2202 
Mount Vernon Ave.

The reusable bag drive 

continues through Oct. 30 and 
is supported by the Library 
Teen Advisory Group. Bags 
can be dropped off at one of 
these locations: 2202 Mount 
Vernon Ave., 5005 Duke St., 
2501 Commonwealth Ave. and 
717 Queen St. 

For more details on Volun-
teer Alexandria, please visit 
https://www.volunteeralexan-
dria.org. For more information 
about The Spitfire Club visit 
https://www.thespitfireclub.
org/about. 

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

Volunteer Alexandria to hold open house

FILE PHOTO

WEEKLY BRIEFING

VIEW FULL
SEASON & 

GET TIX
 HERE

BRAHMS DOUBLE & A WORLD PREMIERE
Erin Freeman, conductor
Meredith Riley, violin / Britton Riley, cello
OCTOBER 16 @ 3 PM 

BEETHOVEN INSPIRED
Anna Binneweg, conductor
Michael Stephen Brown, piano
DECEMBER 11 @ 3 PM

RED VIOLIN & FIREBIRD
Glen Cortese, conductor
Miranda Cuckson, violin
FEBRUARY 11 @ 3 PM

AMERICAN IN PARIS & WOMEN COMPOSERS
Michelle Di Russo, conductor
Nick Canellakis, cello
MARCH 26 @ 3 PM

CELEBRATING UL JAMES
Ulysses James, conductor
MAY 20 @ 3 PM 

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
PHILHARMONIC'S DYNAMIC 

22/23 SEASON IS HERE!  
 

FEATURING 4 MUSIC DIRECTOR
FINALISTS GUEST CONDUCTING

ALL CONCERTS HELD AT  GW MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL

SEASON FLEX
PASS $100

~
18 & UNDER

FREE
~

SINGLE TIX
$25
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The British Officers Club 
of Washington, D.C. has cre-
ated a book of condolences for 
Queen Elizabeth II, which in-
terested residents are encour-
aged to sign. 

Anyone who wishes to ex-
press their condolences for 

the longest serving monarch 
in British history is encour-
aged to visit the Athenaeum, 
located at 201 Prince St., until 
Saturday at 4 p.m.

Signings are available to-
day from 2 to 7 p.m., tomorrow 
from noon to 4 p.m. and on 

Saturday from noon to 4 p.m.
Once the book of condo-

lences closes, the Athenaeum 
will host a short commemora-
tion ceremony where anyone 
interested in speaking may  
do so.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Queen Elizabeth II’s book of condolences

COURTESY PHOTO
Guests can stop by the Athenaeum to write condolences for Queen Elizabeth II. 

The City of Alexandria 
held its first in-person annual 
Citizenship Day celebration 
on Tuesday in Market Square, 
where 25 candidates repre-
senting 24 countries were nat-
uralized. 

A U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services official gave 
the Oath of Allegiance to the 
candidates, all of whom had 

to meet federal requirements 
in order to become a natural-
ized citizen. The requirements 
include a period of continuous 
residence and physical pres-
ence in the United States; abil-
ity to read, write and speak 
English; understanding of U.S. 
history; good moral character 
and attachment to constitu-
tional principles. 

The city will also celebrate 
Constitution Day and Citizen-
ship Day on Saturday, which 
honors both native-born 
and naturalized citizens. If 
weather permits, the event 
will be held in Market Square. 
If not, it will be held in the 
Council Chambers on the sec-
ond floor of city hall.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Alexandria holds naturalization ceremony 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Don't be Afraid
You'll never meet a friendlier ghost than "Ghost." This 
14-month-old pup is the life of the party. At 45 pounds, 
he's fully grown and ready for his new home. Ghost is great 
on walks which he favors frequently and enjoys a game of 
fetch when he can find a thrower. He also loves his nap times, 

made better in the company of humans who love him.

Meet Ghost!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

Murder, romance AND comedy!

The three best ingredients for a 
fun suspense-filled evening of 

theatre! This fast-moving, highly 
tense whodunit treats the audience 

to a remote mansion, a sleazy 
blackmailer, a trench coat clad 
detective and even a dark and 
stormy night. A once-wealthy 

mother and son struggle to keep 
up appearances at the old mansion 

but when a maid is murdered, 
everyone becomes a suspect. 

Oct. 15 - Nov. 13, 2022

**COVID Policy Revised - effective June 27, 2022. Please visit our website for details.

written by  
George Batson
produced by  
Carol Strachan
assistant producer, 
Hilary Adams
directed by  
Jessie Roberts
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The future of internet is coming to Alexandria. Our gigabit fiber connection provides the best streaming, 
gaming and video-calling experience paired with unparalleled reliability. We never lock you into a contract 
and we offer phone and online support by real people.
 
We can’t wait to contribute to Alexandria’s incredible community!

Make your refundable preorder for only $9 at tinginternet.com/alexandria or by calling 855-846-4626 
and receive a free month of service and free standard installation!

Home Fiber 1000
Gigabit Internet

    Up to 1,000 Mbps upload and download speeds

   Connect 20+ devices seamlessly

   Unlimited data

$89/mo

Preorder today at tinginternet.com/alexandria

With Ting Internet, you’ll enjoy:

• Streaming TV with no interruptions
• Crystal-clear video calls
• Reliable smart home device connections
• Gaming with no ping and low lag

Get ready for 
light-speed internet
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the next stage of that inter-
action. A final report, created 
by IEN that encompasses all of 
the discussions and ideas from 
the workshops, will be pre-
sented to City Council around 
December, according to the  
city’s website. 

The two most contentious 
aspects of this discussion to 
date have centered on a grant 
Alexandria received from the 
Virginia state government and 
credits for pollution reduction 
in the Chesapeake Bay.

The issue dates back to 
2020, when the city was 
awarded a $2.25 million 
Stormwater Local Assistance 
Fund grant for partial funding 
of the Taylor Run Stream Res-
toration Project.

The grant program was ini-
tiated by the Commonwealth 
of Virginia to “provide finan-
cial support to municipalities 
implementing projects to re-
duce stormwater pollution as 
the new Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Chesapeake 
Bay water quality require-

ments were being passed 
down through the stormwa-
ter permits,” according to the 
city’s website.

Since the grant was 
awarded, the formula used 
to calculate the credits has 
been discredited, as it was 
based on flawed methodol-
ogy that made assumptions 
on phosphorus levels based on 
those found in Pennsylvania 
streams that had experienced 
fertilizer runoff from nearby 
farms. On-site testing at Al-
exandria’s stream beds subse-
quently revealed much lower 
phosphorus levels than the as-
sumptions attached to credits.

The methodology sur-
rounding the awarding of 
credits has subsequently 
been changed, but the 2020 
grant was not rescinded, even 
though it was based on the 
former formula. 

Kathie Hoekstra, chair 
of the environmental policy 
commission and a stakeholder 
advisory group member, said 
the credits are no longer a fac-

STREAM FROM | 1

SEE STREAM | 8

PHOTO/AMANDA DOLASINKSI
Michael Foreman helped facilitate group discussions during  
the workshop.

Have you subscribed to our E-Edition yet?  
Receive your news a day early!

Visit our website alextimes.com

Subscribe Now
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Affiliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell 
Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Anywhere Advisors LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles 
of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.  

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Alexandria Office 310 King Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.518.8300

ROLLING VALLEY 
8513 Fairburn Drive, Springfield, VA 22152
For Sale
$749,950 | 6 Beds | 3 Baths
Steve Deleyiannis 703.966.6062
SDeleyiannis@cbmove.com

GEORGETOWN 
1622 34th Street NW, Washington, DC 20007
For Sale - New Price
$1,990,000 | 3 Beds | 3.5 Baths
Kate Bernhart 703.927.3755
KBernhart@cbmove.com

LAKEPOINTE 
5510 Dam View Court, Burke, VA 22015
Open Sat & Sun 1-3 pm.
$549,900 | 3 Beds | 2.5 Baths
David Smith  571.525.8113
DaveL.Smith@cbmove.com
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tor in the city’s decision.
“We have already accu-

mulated or will accumulate 
enough credits by fiscal year 
2028. As [City Manager] Jim 
[Parajon] said, that’s no longer 
a worry …” 

Parajon also stated em-
phatically that the poten-
tial state grant will not be the 
overriding factor in the city’s 
decision on restoring Taylor 
Run and Strawberry Run. 

He told the public that this 
effort is not driven by a grant 
or a funding source, and that 
the effort will be driven by 
whether there is a problem 
and how to solve it, by the 
best science and the ideas that 
come out of this group of peo-
ple at these meetings. 

Parajon also spoke about 
the looming timeline and said 
that staff “would like to move 
expeditiously but there’s not a 
clock on this.”

“That’s just a quick sum-
mary. So not driven by the 
grant, timing is flexible, no 
preconceived design that is 
done that we’re going to push 
today… This is all about what 
is the issue that needs to be 
solved, if there is one, how 
would we do that, and how 
much time does the commu-
nity need to continue to digest 
it and absorb and discuss the 
pros and cons of it, and then 
how to do it properly,” Para-
jon said. 

The SLAF grant will expire 
at the end of December unless 
City Council approves a plan 
that falls within the parame-
ters of the original grant.

Meeting discussion
Michael Foreman, a special 

projects manager for IEN, em-
phasized the need for “com-
munity based path forward” 
for both potential projects. 

“This city has acknowl-
edged that past efforts have 
not yielded a positive result. 
So we’re here to, as we’ve 
tried to name it through the 
last many months, a reset on 

how the community can en-
gage and offer input to these 
stream improvement proj-
ects,” Foreman said.

Former Congressman Joe 
Sestak, an Alexandria resi-
dent, presented on Strawberry 
Run while environmentalists 
Bill Gillespie and Russ Bailey 
presented on Taylor Run. 

Sestak said that noth-
ing should be done to Straw-
berry Run. He pointed out that 
the eroded banks are a posi-
tive sign and that even in pris-
tine rivers 50% of banks are 
eroded. Sestak said the city’s 
real intent was to protect 
other infrastructure in the 
stream and not the stream it-
self. He also alluded to a pre-
vious Natural Channel Design 
restoration project that was 
performed at Strawberry Run 
in 2010 that caused extensive 
damage to the stream.

“Every one of the city’s 
approaches uses rip-rap sta-
bilization,” Sestak said. “... 
Humans shouldn’t try to tell 
a stream what’s best for it a 
third time.” 

Bailey and Gillespie then 
presented on Taylor Run, in 
which they explained there 
needs to be the least impact 
possible to the remarkable en-
vironment. 

“Whatever is done to Tay-
lor Run should not be guided 
by the pursuit of Chesapeake 
Bay Pollution Reduction Cred-
its,” Bailey said. 

Both Bailey and Gillespie 
said they would like the proj-
ects to look at stormwater Best 
Management Practices in or-
der to prevent large inflows of 
water before it gets to urban 
streams like Taylor Run. 

“The problem is not in the 
stream – the problem is in the 
[upstream residential/urban] 
watershed,” Gillespie said.

Camille Liebnitzky, a city 
project engineer, gave a pre-
sentation about specific ar-
eas of concern in Taylor Run. 
She said that COVID-19 had 
put a damper on the commu-
nity outreach and engagement 
efforts, so it was important to 

create these workshops now 
to create a community-based 
consensus. 

Liebnitzky said the main 
areas of focus are pub-
lic safety, protecting infra-
structure, protecting natural 
resources and improving bio-
diversity in habitats. Each 
meeting attendee was given a 
handout that detailed specific 
conditions in Taylor Run. 

Liebnitzky emphasized the 
exposed sanitary sewer line 
and the manhole in the mid-
dle of the stream in her pre-
sentation. 

“Having all the eroded 
trees … during high velocity 
storms, big volume storms, 
you’re going to see all of that 
wood push up against the 
pipe. That could lead to a pipe 
failure and sewer actually in 
our streams,” Liebnitzky said. 
“That would definitely be a 
massive issue that we would 
want to cover.”

The manhole was another 
concern brought up by Lieb-
nitzky. Moving it back further 
into the bank to stabilize it 
would  ensure there would be 
no complications. 

“We prefer to not have 
manholes in water areas be-
cause there could be leaks, 
there could be unknowns. 
… We would prefer this to be 
further back in the bank for 
future resiliency of the infra-
structure,” Liebnitzky said. 

Stream restoration  
alternatives

Goals and alternatives for 
the streams were discussed by 
John Field, Brandon Alderman 
and David Hirschman. There 
were six stream restoration al-
ternatives presented in total: 
no action/do nothing, large 
wood, bioengineering, hard 
armor, minimal intervention 
and upland stormwater BMPs.  

The no action/do nothing 
approach was presented first 
by Field.

“[The approach] may not be 
feasible for the entire length 

STREAM FROM | 6

SEE STREAM | 9

PHOTO/KASSIDY MCDONALD
Bill Gillespie and Russ Bailey gave a community presentation  
on Taylor Run.

Beethoven’s Ninth
All Hearts Vie for Joy!

SAT. OCT. 1, 2022   -   7:30 P.M.
SUN. OCT. 2, 2022   -   3:00 P.M.

Beethoven: Symphony No. 9 “Ode to Joy”

Vaughan Williams: Fantasia on a Theme 
                                                       of Thomas Tallis

Featuring: Fairfax Choral Society
      Victoria Gau, Chorus Master

(703) 548-0885       alexsym.org
Adult: $20-$89   Student: $15   Youth: $5

Marquita
Raley-Cooper

Dara
Rahming

Rodrick
Dixon

Daniel
Rich

22-23 
season
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of the streams, but is appli-
cable where no infrastructure 
or private property is threat-
ened and would allow the nat-
ural self-stabilization process 
to continue,” Field said.  

Field said it’s important to 
note that streams are always 
adjusting toward a stable con-
dition, but the no action ap-
proach may not be feasible for 
the entirety of the stream  in 
Taylor Run due to infrastruc-
ture like the exposed sanitary 
sewer line and manhole. 

As for Strawberry Run, 
Field said there were only mi-
nor spot fixes needed, so the 
doing nothing approach could 
be an option in his opinion.

“Doing nothing strikes me 
as a particularly viable alter-
native now that we understand 
that the stream is working to 
stabilize itself,” Field said. 

Field then discussed the 
large wood alternative. This 
approach adds wood and 
speeds up the self-stabiliza-
tion process that the stream is 
naturally trying to achieve. 

According to the presenta-
tion handout from Field, “log 
jams across the channel could 
reduce erosive forces/stream 
energy and store sediment 
rather than transport down-
stream to Chesapeake Bay [so 
should be eligible for credits].”

These large wood alter-
natives like log jams can 
then be combined with bio-
engineering and hard armor 
techniques to protect import-
ant infrastructure. Adding 
large wood also naturally en-
hances the aquatic habitats in  
the streams.

Alderman then spoke about 
bioengineering, hard armor 
and minimal intervention ap-
proaches. 

“Although these alterna-
tives are presented as bio-
engineering, hard armor 
and minimal intervention, 
there’s characteristics of each 
one that can be mixed and 
matched. You can do bioen-
gineering in one [place], and 

hard armor on another … al-
though that does kind of pro-
long the engineering design 
phase and the implementa-
tion … and it may affect the 
cost a little bit, but they can be 
mixed and matched, and it's 
not an all or nothing kind of 
approach” Alderman said. 

Alderman described bio-
engineering as a technique 
that combines hard armor and 
vegetation to stabilize banks. 
Hard armor is a technique 
where banks are stabilized 
with non-erodible materials 
like rock or concrete. Lastly, 
minimal intervention is de-
scribed as standard munic-
ipality utility repair that 
focuses on stabilizing infra-
structure in place. Alderman 
explained all of these tech-
niques are options for future 
design plans and gave some 
estimated costs associated 
with each. 

Hirschman then spoke 
about upland stormwater 
BMPs. He explained how there 
were many types of BMPs 
used as voluntary retrofits or 
also could be required as part 
of new development or rede-
velopment. These are largely 
put in place to meet Chesa-
peake Bay TMDL pollutant 

load reductions, which the city 
is already planning to reach by 
2028. BMPs can include any-
thing from bioretention, tree 
planting, conservation land-
scaping, rainwater harvesting 
and retrofits of stormwater 
ponds and basins, according 
to Hirschman. 

Hirschman also said the 
most important part of imple-
menting these BMPs is being 
able to maintain them so they 
can continue their functional-
ity overtime. 

“If we want to make good 
on our investment [imple-
menting BMPs], local pro-
grams, state programs and 
private BMP owners have to 
be able to make the commit-
ment,” he said. 

Next steps
Andrew Macdonald, the 

Environmental Council of Al-
exandria chair, participated 
on Zoom during the meeting 
and shared his thoughts with 
the CBG. 

“We need to stop treating 
these streams as BMPs to re-
duce stormwater pollution. 
The problem is upstream de-
velopment – a lot of which is 
old and not treated by mod-
ern BMPs,” Macdonald said. 

“I find it appalling that the 
city insists still on restoring 
Lucky Run using the same 
techniques that so clearly will 
harm Taylor and Strawberry. 
Lucky Run harbors lots of bio-
diversity that we need to pre-
serve and protect as well.” 

Jesse Maines, chief of the 
Stormwater Management Di-
vision, said staff will continue 
to strive for a consensus solu-
tion that includes the commu-
nity’s input for these streams.

“The next steps in the con-
sensus building will be to hold 
additional individual work-
shops with the Taylor Run 

workgroup and the Straw-
berry Run workgroup, each 
workgroup being a subset of 
the larger Consensus Build-
ing Group. There will be one 
or two CBG meetings as well,” 
Maines said in a statement. 
“Members of the public may 
attend any of these meetings. 
Resident questions will be 
considered and addressed by 
the CBG during this process. 
Also, staff will post a portal 
for submitting resident ques-
tions on the consensus-build-
ing phase website for the CBG 
to consider.”

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/KASSIDY MCDONALD
In attendance at the meeting were community members, city staff and IEN staff.
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AUCTIONS 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIP-
MENT AND TRUCKS AUC-
TION. Weds., Sept. 11 from 9 
am to 3 pm. Large selection 
of equipment!  Bid live at 
3600 Deepwater Terminal 
Road, Richmond, VA or online 
at www.motleys.com/indus-
trial. Now accepting consign-
ments! Motleys Industrial. 
1-877-MOTLEYS. (VA16)

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

BANK ORDERED AUCTION- 
Handyman Equipment, Tools 
& Trucks Inspections and 
Bids open 9/5 @1 Bids close 
9/12 @ 1PM Auction Online 
www.Dudleyauctions.com  
VAAF#1060

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Avia-
tion training. Financial aid for 
qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204-4130

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

NEED CDL DRIVERS?   
Advertise your JOB OPEN-
INGS statewide or in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
truck drivers. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Playopolis LLC

Scramble

5412 Eisenhower Ave

Alexandria 

22304-4820

Wine and Beer On Premises

Laurence Smallman Managing Member

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Lee Roy Steele
Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1918 -  
September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.

Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann  
Sanders Steele
Your son,
Robert Lee Steele

In Memoriam

Subscribe to Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get your news delivered 
to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?
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The City of Alexandria held a remembrance ceremony on Sunday at city hall in 
Market Square to commemorate the tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001. The ceremony 
honored those who lost their lives, those who survived and those who risked or 
gave their lives while responding to the incident. Some of the attendees included 
Mayor Justin Wilson, Fire-EMS Chief Corey Smedley, Sheriff Sean Casey and 
Acting Assistant Chief of Police Dennis Andreas. 

9/11 Remembrance Ceremony

 PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR

 PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR

 PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
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son said. “If you think about 
the three-year cycle of the 
City Council, we spend the 
first year getting used to 
how you all work together … 
and certainly the last year is 
dominated by elections un-
fortunately. So late first year, 
middle of the second year – 
that’s the meat of the council 
term. That’s when we do the 
big stuff, that’s when we do a 
lot of the heavy lifting.” 

According to Wilson, this 
fall will include a full plate of 
projects. One particularly rel-
evant topic is the Metro shut-
down, which went into effect 
last weekend. Wilson said  
council will spend the next few 
months working through the 
impacts of the shutdown and 
managing the overall process 
as the city prepares to finally 
open the Potomac Yard Metro 
Station – a project that has 
been in talks for approximately 
25 years, and should come to 
fruition around Thanksgiving.

Another item he antici-
pates council discussing is fair 
housing. The city partnered 
with several jurisdictions on 
a regional fair housing study, 
which is almost complete and 
will likely come before council 
with recommendations in the 
coming months. 

“I suspect some of those 
are going to be pretty signifi-
cant recommendations around 
how we make our housing ac-
cess fair and equitable here in 
the community,” Wilson said.

The issue of land use, es-
pecially when it comes to the 
office market, is also some-
thing council will discuss in 
the coming months. The pan-
demic caused many people to 

start working remotely a few 
years ago, and Wilson said that 
conversations about how – or 
if – to transition back into of-
fices began a few years ago and 
will continue into the future.

“The assumptions that 
people who have been work-
ing from home for the last two-
and-a-half years are suddenly 
going to wake up and decide 
they want to be back in the of-
fice is pretty naive,” Wilson 
said. “… It’s not a new thing 
for us to put policies in place to 
try to help ease transition and 
ease conversion activity for 
land use. But I think that’s go-
ing to be something that con-
tinues to accelerate and going 
to have more urgency to it as 
we go forward.”

The city is planning to com-
plete two collective bargain-
ing agreements with the fire 
union and the police union – 
the first two in Virginia’s pub-
lic sector since 1977. Once City 
Manager Jim Parajon reaches a 
tentative agreement with each 
party, the resolution will go to 
council for approval and final 
passage. Council will then en-
gage the community in con-
versations about the potential 
costs of those agreements. 

Additionally, City Coun-
cil’s fall docket will include on-
going conversations with the 
School Board about capital and 
facilities, council’s own budget 
process and the future of bo-
nus height in the city. 

At Tuesday’s meeting, 
councilors discussed outcomes 
of the 2022 General Assembly 
session, one of which included 
granting permissive authority 
to the city for 15 laws in vari-
ous subject areas. 

Because Virginia is a “Dil-
lon Rule” state, meaning the 

state does not recognize in-
herent local government pow-
ers, localities are limited to 
what the state statute ex-
pressly grants them. At the 
General Assembly’s most re-
cent session, 15 bills were 
signed into law that give per-
missive – rather than manda-

tory – authority if the city so 
chooses to exercise it and im-
plement the laws. 

The newly approved laws 
relate to a number of top-
ics like surplus revenues, tax 
rates, property tax, local vol-
unteer credits, land preser-
vation, solar photovoltaic 

projects, alarm systems, ve-
hicle parking, cemetery regis-
tration, tree replacements and 
exhaust systems. 

According to Sarah Taylor, 
the city’s legislative director, 
staff reviewed each individual 

LEGISLATIVE FROM | 1

SEE LEGISLATIVE | 12

PHOTO/VIA ZOOM
City Council's Tuesday legislative meeting.

1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray 703.836.1212 •www.kaizentavern.com

Open daily! 
Full dinner menu  

from 4 pm

Family Friendly!

FONTAINE

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 • 703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Mon - Tues. 10:00 am - 3:00pm; 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
Wed - Fri. 10:00 am - 3:00 pm; 5:30 - 10:00 pm 

Sat. 9 am - 10 pm; Sun. 9 am - 8pm

Fontaine Coffee Shop New Hours: 7 am - 2:30 pm

2 E Walnut St, 22301 | (703) 888-0709 | www.grapeandbean.com 

Under new ownership!

Swing by and try our lunch, 
dinner, coffee, wine  

and more!
Check out our Market too!

vv pp, vv pp,

v v
p p,

v v
p p,

You’ll become a regular once you experience our menu!

We offer gluten-free crepes  
plus cozy dining inside & out–as well as take-out.
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law and provided recommen-
dations based on what they 
believe would best serve the 
community. 

“[We looked] at these new 
opportunities for permissive 
authority, see what it would 

take to implement them, get 
staff input on the implemen-
tation impacts – whether this 
is something that would be 
valuable to the city, what the 
staff work would be required 
in order to implement it here 
in the community, whether 
it’s something we’ve asked 

for in the past, just give some 
context for what this permis-
sive authority would be,” Tay-
lor said.

During discussion, Coun-
cilor Kirk McPike expressed 
support for HB 450/SB 278, 
which prohibits parking vehi-
cles that are unable to receive 

an electric charge or that are 
not in the process of charging 
in spaces clearly reserved for 
charging electric vehicles. Vio-
lations are subject to civil pen-
alties of up to $25.

“It’s not much, but the $25 
fine … is something that we as 
a council would be interested 
in pursuing,” McPike said. “I 
think that is a real 
opportunity to … 
enact our priorities 
and state our values 
here.”

Other items were 
more vague. Coun-
cilor Alyia Gaskins 
raised concerns 
with HB 907/SB 526, 
which would allow 
the city to require 
those with battery-charged 
fence security systems to ob-
tain an alarm company permit 
and pay the corresponding fee. 
Localities would be able to in-
spect the security system and 
issue a citation warning and 
noncompliance penalty of up  
to $500.

Gaskins questioned wh-
ether other localities have 
taken advantage of this au-
thority as well as which depart-
ments would be responsible for 
maintaining the registry and 
enforcing compliance. 

Taylor responded that staff 
did not come with a specific 
actionable recommendation 
because they are still engaging 
in “ongoing conversations,” 
specifically related to code en-
forcements, fire marshals, the 
police department and po-
tentially the Department of 
Community and Human Ser-
vices.  The goal, she said, is to 
know where the battery-oper-
ated fences are located to en-
sure there is an opportunity 
for quick emergency access. 
She said that to her knowledge, 
no one has taken advantage of 
this law yet.

“It definitely made sense 
from a practical sense, and 
safety and enforcement. It 
was just a little confusing to 
me recognizing all these dif-
ferent departments – where 

something like this would 
be housed, how you’d actu-
ally implement it, and then 
who’s responsible,” Gaskins 
said. “… I’m curious to learn 
more about it, but it seems 
like one where there’s a lot of  
nuances for.”

Councilor Sarah Bagley 
highlighted several items that 

reference budgetary 
impacts. She asked 
staff to clarify when 
exactly council 
would receive this 
information, noting 
that the budget re-
treat is set for No-
vember.

“I just wanted 
to express support 
for the indication 

that staff is going to evaluate 
the impacts of the surviving 
spouse tax issue … and I look 
forward to the recommenda-
tion,” Bagley said.

In response, Parajon said 
staff would not take action on 
any item unless council ex-
presses interest in exploring, 
sharing, or reviewing it more 
deeply. Wilson added that cer-
tain items, such as tax-re-
lated laws, wouldn’t be able to 
go into effect until next bud-
get year anyway, so a budget 
memo detailing the financial 
impact would suffice.

Council did not make any 
final decisions on the 15 new 
laws; they will instead review 
the information and direct 
staff at a later date.

“This was our effort to give 
you all the information you 
need to take back and digest 
and then come back to staff 
as a body with specific action-
able direction on the ones you 
would like us to take advan-
tage of and move forward ei-
ther on the policy change, or 
make sure it’s built into the 
budget process, or direct us to 
draft an ordinance when an 
ordinance is required,” Tay-
lor said. 

Council will meet next on 
Saturday for the first 2022-23 
public hearing.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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ALYIA
GASKINS

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com 
703.539.5000

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

The CaseStudy‰

Since our first renovation over 60 years ago, we’ve 

been a team of visionaries. Our unique approach 

to the remodeling process begins with The 

CaseStudy®. We guide you through every step, 

using 3D renderings to bring new possibilities to 

light. At every phase, we’ll maintain strict attention 

to time and to budget. All backed by our 5-year 

warranty. Because you are our highest priority.

Balance. 
Harmony. 
Beauty.   
Are our ultimate pursuits whether  
you are considering an outdoor oasis,  
a food lover's kitchen, or an owner's  
suite. Because during these times,  
home is more important than ever.
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Students support 
recently removed 
Lunch & Learn program
BY KASSIDY MCDONALD 

One month into the 2022-
23 school year, the Alexan-
dria School Board approved its 
areas of focus for the current 
year at its Sept. 8 meeting, 
which was the first with  Mel-
anie Kay-Wyatt, Ed.D. serving 
as interim superintendent.

Areas of focus included im-
proving teacher morale, mental 
health concerns and absentee-
ism of both students and staff. 
During the open comment pe-
riod of the meeting, Alexan-
dria City High School students 
also expressed a desire to re-
turn to an extended lunch op-
tion, called Lunch & Learn, 
which was removed for this 
year because of safety reasons. 
An ACHS student was fatally 
stabbed in May during a melee 
at Bradlee Shopping Center, in 
which students were off-cam-
pus, in violation of school pol-
icy, during school hours. 

Clinton Page, Alexandria 
City Public Schools chief of ac-
countability and research, gave 
an overview presentation of the 
drafted proposed areas of focus 
for the 2022-2023 school year. 

“Everything we do within 
Alexandria City Public is gr-
ounded in our Strategic Plan: 
Equity for All 2025,” Page said. 

He then went on to discuss 
the 2021-2022 National Edu-
cational Landscape, in which 
data from across the nation 
shows that students and school 
staff struggle with mental 
health challenges, increases in 
student externalizing behav-
iors, increased absences which 
result in lost instructional time 
and difficulty finding substi-
tute teachers. 

This data also detailed re-
search from Auburn University 
that showed increases in low 

teacher morale at 54%, and al-
most three out of four teachers 
reported they have considered 
leaving teaching at the end of 
the 2021-2022 school year. 

ACPS data shows that 
chronic absenteeism is a prob-
lem within the school system, 
with rates nearly doubling for 
most student subgroups from 
2019-2021 and remaining high 
in 2022. Staff absenteeism was 
also higher in 2021-2022 than 
in pre-pandemic school years.

Kay-Wyatt then gave board 
members an overview of 
where the areas of focus would 
be for this school year. Those 
included: 

• Social emotional and aca-
demic learning recovery; 

• Academic enrichment 
and advancement for Hispanic 
males, including internships, 
externships and workforce op-
portunities;

• Staff wellness and growth, 
including a wellness program, 
career growth and pipeline op-
portunities;

• Middle school educational 
experience, including schedul-
ing, math pathways and mid-
dle school transitions;

• Early college, including 
course sequencing and pro-
gram development; 

• Talented and gifted stu-
dents, including the identifica-
tion process and service model.

“[Many additional] items 
will come up in our department 
improvement plans as well as 
our school improvement plans. 
And those school improvement 
plans will drill down informa-
tion for specific community 
school data. That’s why these 
are more broad, in a sense that 
it covers the entire division, 
but remember we do have divi-
sion improvement plans as well 
as school improvement plans,” 
Kay-Wyatt explained. 

Another proposed area of 
focus was the continuous im-

provement in Key Performance 
Indicator disparities, to which 
Kay-Wyatt said staff is giving 
“laser focus.” These dispari-
ties, which the Board discussed 
in greater detail during its work 
session, were the suspensions 
of Black male and female stu-
dents as well as Hispanic male 
students. There was also a dis-
parity in chronic absenteeism 
for both Hispanic and Black 
students. This was the only 
change that came out of the 
work session from the previous 
presentation of areas of focus 
for 2022-2023. 

The meeting began with 
numerous ACPS students 
speaking about their first week 
of classes, and expressing their 
support to bring Lunch & 
Learn, a recently removed pro-
gram, back to ACHS. 

The students all expressed 
their understanding that the 
program was removed for se-
curity reasons, but they also 
emphasized the positive as-
pects of the program. 

The four students who 
spoke during public comment 
all had positive things to say 
about the program, such as 
that it provided a “brain break.”

ACHS senior Alayit Ber-
hanu said the program 
strengthened many import-
ant aspects of a high school-
er’s life, such as friendships, 
academics and freedom.

“The way Lunch & Learn 
was set up allowed students 
to communicate with their 
friends for 74 minutes, and us 
students enjoyed it tremen-
dously,” Berhanu said. “... The 
positive aspects outweigh the 
negative aspects.”

Another ACHS senior, Len-
hle Vilakati, said she couldn’t 
go to the College and Ca-
reer Center anymore because 
30 minutes during lunch is 

School Board approves 
2022-23 areas of focus

PHOTO/VIA ZOOM
Melanie Kay-Wyatt’s first School Board meeting was Sept. 8. 
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Check out Speak  
Easy, the Alexandria  
Times podcast. 
Find us on Spotify, iTunes and Audible –  
or wherever you listen to your podcasts. 

CONTACT: 
Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
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Immanuel Lutheran School 
kicked off the new school year 
on Sept. 6. 

ILS believes that a great 
education imparts knowledge 
and virtue and that a fully 
formed person will be skilled 
to use their knowledge well 
and wisely. As a part of ILS’ 
commitment to training wise 
and virtuous students, stu-
dents are encouraged daily to 
find opportunities to love and 
serve their neighbors.

In the fifth through eighth 
grades, additional formal op-

portunities are provided for 
students to engage in ser-
vice within the school com-
munity throughout the school 
year. This includes serving as 
elected House captains as part 
of ILS’ House Team system, 
volunteering for morning and 
afternoon patrol, assisting 
younger students as Chapel 
helpers and representing the 
school as a part of the student 
ambassador program.

Student ambassadors are 
seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents who demonstrate a spirit 

of service without the need for 
recognition, and a deep love 
for the ILS community and 
mission. They are leaders with 
their peers and serve as role 
models for younger students. 

In addition to these and 
other service opportunities 
throughout the year, the en-
tire ILS community will again 
participate in the school’s 
month of service activities 
throughout the month of No-
vember, partnering with 
other organizations within  
our community.

ILS commits to student service

At the beginning of the 
school year, Browne Acad-
emy’s middle school stu-
dents and faculty met to 
review expectations for  
the year. 

They discussed the 
school’s honor code and the 
importance of living by the 
school’s core values of ex-
cellence, diversity, charac-
ter and community, both on 
and off-campus. At the end 
of the assembly, all middle 

school students and faculty 
signed an agreement con-
firming their adherence to 
these guiding principles.

 Each student also filled 
out a card, selecting the 
core value that resonates 
the most with them and ex-
plaining why. The agree-
ment and student cards will 
be displayed prominently 
in Browne’s middle school 
building for the entire school 
year.

Browne Academy students 
recognize honor code

 PHOTO/IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Immanuel Lutheran School encourages students to serve their neighbors through formal and  
informal opportunities. 

PHOTO/BROWNE ACADEMY
Browne Academy’s middle school students and faculty met to 
discuss the school's honor code and core values.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Bike Warehouse  
Mini-Sale

“As-is” bikes, bike parts, 
trunk mounted bike 

racks & more

9 am to 1 pm
Sept. 17, 2022
Hundreds of bikes for all 
ages from $40 and up

1502 Mt. Vernon Avenue  
Behind Al’s Steaks 
velocitycoop.org

Lulu and 
Lola will 

bring a 
ton of fun 

to their 
forever 
family!

Lots of Love

AT
@AlexTimesNews

follow us on twitter
Get the latest news update in real time.
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Fusion Alexandria kicked 
off the new school year with 
a social outing for middle 
and high school students. 
The first field trip of the year 
saw students and staff head 
to an afternoon showing of 

“Minions: The Rise of Gru” 
at a local theater. The visit 
was an opportunity for new 
and returning students to 
bond, offering an opportu-
nity for social bonding be-
yond the classroom. 

Fusion heads to the movies
As most area students were 

walking into classrooms for 
the first day of school, Alex-
andria Country Day School’s 
sixth, seventh and eighth 
graders headed out of town for 
overnight trips. Students tack-
led a high ropes course, went 

white-water rafting, learned 
outdoor survival skills and 
participated in other activities 
designed to build leadership 
and interpersonal skills. 

Starting the school year 
with these outdoor, over-
night trips allow students 

time to develop more posi-
tive and long lasting relation-
ships. Students who are new 
to ACDS also find the trips to 
be a great way to get to know 
their classmates and quickly 
become an integral member 
of the group. 

Outdoor adventures at ACDS
PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Alexandria Country Day School students started the year off with outdoor, overnight trips. 
PHOTO/FUSION ALEXANDRIA

Fusion Alexandria held their first field trip where students saw 
“Minions: The Rise of Gru” at a local theater.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Washington Street United 
Methodist Church Preschool 
was established in 1991 as a 
ministry of the church, serv-
ing children 2 and a half to 
5 years of age. Small class 
sizes and experienced, loving 
teachers enable Washington 
Street Preschool to maintain 
an environment where chil-
dren feel welcome to explore 
and learn at their own pace. 
Washington Street encour-
ages learning through play, 
which enables children to de-
velop higher level thinking, 
strengthen language and so-
cial skills, cultivate empathy 
and make sense of their world.

Using educational themes 
allows teachers at Washing-
ton Street to convey sub-
ject matter in a concrete and 
creative manner in order to 
make each child’s experi-
ence in school fun, interest-

ing and growth-providing. By 
scaffolding exploration and 
providing a variety of experi-
ences, children become life-
long thinkers and learners.

Special attention is given 
to each child’s abilities and 
interests, using his or her 
strengths to foster develop-
ment in all areas. Through art, 
music, drama and play, chil-
dren enrolled in the preschool 
are encouraged to expand 
their imaginations, develop 
confidence in their abilities 
and build a strong self-image.

A developmentally appro-
priate program enables teach-
ers to incorporate language 
experiences daily, allowing 
children to grow their vocab-
ulary naturally. A balanced 
schedule is achieved through 
focused activities such as 
meeting time, table activities 
and story time; it is followed 

by opportunities for explora-
tion during art projects, wa-
ter and sand table activities, 
block play, music and move-
ment, science-centered activ-
ities and dramatic play.

Washington Street extends 
student learning beyond the 
preschool walls by bringing 
community programs into the 
school, including science, sto-
rytelling and music. A popu-
lar tradition at the preschool 

is a chick hatching program 
which brings farm life into 
the classroom. Students watch 
over chicken eggs as they de-
velop in an incubator. The 
wonder and awe expressed on 
the faces of children as they 
witness a baby chick hatch 
affirms the importance of 
what a preschool experience  
can provide.

This is advertorial content.

Washington Street United Methodist Church Preschool
School Profile

School name:  

Washington Street 

United Methodist 

Church Preschool 

Address:  

109 South Washington 

St., Alexandria 22314

Built: 1991 

Grades: Ages 2 ½ to 5

Student to teacher ratio: 6:1

Tagline: 

Learning to live lovingly.

Website:  

www.wsumc.com/preschool

Contact:  

703-549-7931 

preschool@wsumc.com

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/WASHINGTON STREET CHURCH PRESCHOOL
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If I were the teacher, I’d be cool 
as a cucumber! I’d build a pool 
so we could get on a floaty 
and do math. I’d give plenty of 
breaks for fun and activities. 
I’d have math speed rounds 
with plenty of prizes like 
stuffed animals and toys. Our 
field trips would be around 
the globe while we collected 
snow globes. As you can tell, it 
would be a blast if I were your 
teacher mainly because we’d 
get to take a blast to the past! 
Well there you go. Maybe you 
should start thinking about 
going back to school! 

-Joshua, 11

If I were the teacher I would 
let students have recess all 
day because they deserve it in 
a way.                         
The students get to choose 
what classes they do to art 
all day or surfing on a bay.                                               
I would fill the library shelves 
with comics and novels.                                                                                                 
Students get to choose 
what they get for lunch.                                                                                                           

PE is only games 
like every sport ever.                                                                                                                    
But going to school at Grace is 
already great.    

-Henry, 10            

If I were the teacher I would 
theme my room around 
animals. I would have a 
corner of my room dedicated 
to reading. There would be 
fun bean bag chairs, and 
the bookshelves would have 
different animals on them. 
The desks would be placed in 
the middle of the room, but 
slightly staggered so everyone 
could see. All of the desks 
would face the front wall 
which the smartboard would 
be on. I would have a selection 
of seats. My students would 
get to choose between chairs, 
wobbly stools, and chairs 
with bean bags on them. I 
would be a nice teacher, but I 
would make sure my students 
learned.

-Emily, 10 

If I were a teacher, I would go 
about, telling stories, of the 
great drought. 
History and animals would be 
my thing. 
I hope the kids would not 
think of it as boring. 
Whenever a holiday would 
come, 
I would hear a thrum, thrum, 
thrum. 
For across the hall, 
the music teacher was having 
a ball. 
The children would dance, 
sing, and shout,
hopefully they wouldn’t let 
the wild things out. 
Down the stairs, and through 
the door, 
the librarian was about to 
roar! 
She tore through the rows of 
books, and books, 
knocking down piles, 
wherever she looked! 
It was my duty, I realized, 
to make this school what I 
often saw idolized. 
The horror was climbing 
quicker than I had thought. 
I looked at the book that I had 
brought. 
An idea struck me, and I threw 
it down, down, down. 
I was able to tuck my hands 
over my ears, 
as the scene revealed nicer 
than it had appeared. 
The ball continued, the 
students not bored, 
and the librarian back, with 
her hoard.

-Heather, 10 

If I were the teacher I would 
make the desks as low as they 
could go,
but I wouldn’t want to sit on 
the floor or a board, 
so I’d make them higher so I 

don’t get fired. 
Let’s hope my students don’t 
get tired. 
If I were the teacher I would 
make the class neater, so I’d 
add a heater! 

-Mikey, 10 

If I were the teacher,
Support would flow out of me 
like a river

If I were the teacher,
My job would bring me all the 
joy in the world

If I were the teacher,
My love for my students would 
be more numerous than the 
stars in the sky

If I were the teacher,
I would treat all students and 
people equally 

If I were the teacher,
I would help my students be 
themselves and not force them 
to be someone they were not

 

But I’m not the teacher, and I 
cannot control,
How my teacher treats me and 
the world

Yet I hope the perfect teacher 
will emerge like the sun on a 
rainy day,
And create a rainbow of 
happiness

-Caroline, 10 

If I were the teacher we would 
have a bunny for a class pet. 
I would also let the students 
have stuffed animals on their 
desks. I would have a huge 
corner with bean bag chairs 
and a wall full of books. Every 
day a dog would run around 
the room and the kids would 
play with it. Everyday we 
would move all the desks to 
the side so we could watch a 
movie. And homework would 
be playing with a new toy 
they got that day. They can 

‘If I were the teacher’
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FILE PHOTO
 Fifth grade students at Grace Episcopal School were given the 
prompt, “If I were the teacher.”

Piano, guitar, voice, 
strings, and woodwinds 
lessons for all ages from  

5 to 95 and levels!

Highest quality private 
lessons taught by creative 

and engaging faculty.

571.970.2615 
opalmusicstudio.com
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BACK TO SCHOOL

ACADEMICS
ART
EDUCATION
ENGLISH

GRADE
GRADUATE
HISTORY
HOMEWORK

LANGUAGE
LEARN
MATH
READING

SCIENCE
TEACHER
TEST
WRITING

AFTER SCHOOL ARTISTS Create your own laminated 

sticker bookmark at the James M. Duncan Jr. Branch 

Library. All supplies will be provided. 

Time: 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 

Location: 2501 Commonwealth Ave. 

Information: https://alexlibraryva.org/event/7097094  

 

 

PAWS TO READ Call the Children's desk, 703-746-

1783, to register your rising first to sixth grader to read 

to a dog. There are three 15 minute time slots available, 

and it is first come first serve if you don't call ahead. 

Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Location: 2501 Commonwealth Ave. 

Information: https://alexlibraryva.org/event/7192101  

SEPTEMBER 16

SEPTEMBER 19

wear whatever they want 
including pajamas. There 
would be toys and games 
everywhere for them to play 
with. You can also bring toys, 
blankets, pillows and stuffed 
animals. There would still be 
nap time and show and tell. 
There is a wall of books and a 
robotics wall which makes it 
look like we are doing work. 
And finally the day would 
end with them getting toys, 
cookies, brownies and candy 
to take home. The students 
would love it.

-Erin, 10 

Poets
A pencil in hand
A blowing fan

The mid-autumn heat
The rushing feet

All to my classroom
Where knowledge is shared

In the classroom, where I the 
teacher stand

Plants on a shelf
Potted by soil

Graphite on paper
Gray shaded landscapes

A clicking keyboard
A quick foreword

A lecture by me
Where the linguistic poet 
stands

-Maddie, 10

The writers are fifth 
grade students at Grace 

Episcopal School. 
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We’re changing from  
RUNNINGBROOKE  
to MOVE2LEARN, but  
our mission is the same:

Using movement to transform  
learning so all students have  
the tools they need to reach  
their highest potential.

JOIN US!  
move2learn.org

move2learnkids
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not enough time to eat and  
go places. 

“I’m asking you to recon-
sider for those of us who can’t 
stay after school and for those 
of us who have excelled with 
Lunch & Learn,” Vilakati said. 

Chelsea Waruzi, another 
ACHS senior, lost her voice 
and had a friend speak for her 
during public comment. She 
said she was able to be in many 
clubs and extracurriculars be-
cause of Lunch & Learn.

“Lunch & Learn can al-
low me to reach out and get 
help. I would be able to go to 
the College and Career Center 
to get help with college-related 
things. I can go to my teachers 
for extra help on assignments, 
or go to my counselor about 
how overwhelming being a se-
nior is, all while having enough 
time after school to make sure 
my sister does her homework, 
my brother showers, do my as-
signments, eat dinner and go 
to sleep on time,” Waruzi said. 
“Lunch & Learn is pivotal to 
my success as a student.” 

ACHS junior Yahney Marie 
Sangare, a Lunch Committee 
member, echoed the same con-
cerns about the lack of oppor-
tunities for students with the 

removal of the program.
“When we discuss find-

ing solutions, are we looking at 
the central problem? Is taking 
away Lunch & Learn, a funda-
mental program that allowed 
for students to come from a va-
riety of different circumstances 
to come together in networks 
that facilitated the positive en-
vironment we are seeking … is 
the constant vilification and 
occasional dehumanization of 
students, especially students 
of color … are we making the 
moves to help these student 
needs or only trying to mini-
mize certain concerns?” San-
gare said.

She then urged the Board 
to adopt a new program that 
will serve all students’ needs 
as well as to include students 
in subsequent conversations 
about the topic.

School Board Member 
Michelle Rief said she was 
glad improving KPI dispar-
ities was included in the ar-
eas of focus. Rief also asked 
about the future of Lunch & 
Learn, referencing the many 
student speakers who said 
it supported their academic  
recovery.

Kay-Wyatt said the number 
of students, family and faculty 
members that have reached 

out to her about the program 
shows how important it is 
within the ACPS community. 

“Please understand it is 
a reset for us as we enter the 
new school year … it is really 
to step back and get more in-
put on how we can help stu-
dents and really facilitate the 
time around safety, learning 
and providing SEAL activities 
in addition to that,” Kay-Wy-
att said. “We do understand 
everyone’s concerns that they 
shared about making sure we 
have opportunities for our stu-
dents … and I think that com-
mittee is really going to come 
back with some great feedback 
for us on how we can make en-
hancements for what [stu-
dents] had for last year.”

The committee working on 
Lunch & Learn involves about 
15 members, including  stu-
dent representatives, who are 
brainstorming ideas to keep a 
program like Lunch & Learn as 
an option for ACPS students.

Board Member Willie Bai-
ley made a motion to approve 
the areas of focus for the 2022-
2023 school year, which Board 
Member W. Christopher Harris 
seconded. The Board voted and 
approved it unanimously, 8-0, 
with Alderton absent.

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/VIA ZOOM
The areas of focus this year are a part of the Strategic Plan 2020-2025.
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703-684-7702 

techpainting.com  

Will your home need 
some exterior TLC 

this year? 
Let us put our 35 

years of experience 
to work for you!  

 
We are booking 
fall work now. 
Call us today 

to schedule your 
free estimate! 

HOMEOWNERS! 
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#alexandriatimes #alextimes 
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City hosts second 
annual event for  
elderly residents 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

As a young boy, Walter 
Hammersley delivered news-
papers across the City of Alex-
andria. He would ride his bike 
up and down King Street, stop 
by the city jail and visit the old 
Torpedo Factory all as part of 
his route. But that was more 
than 90 years ago; recently, 
the longtime resident cele-
brated his 100th birthday.

During his lifetime, Ham-
mersley enlisted in the Navy 
during World War II, worked 

for the railroad, developed a 
career as a mortgage banker 
and devoted time to the Al-
exandria Boys Club sports 
leagues. A true city native, 
Hammersley has quite literally 
watched Alexandria change 
over the years. 

“Now I don’t see the stores 
where I used to get my clothes,” 
Hammersley said. “The bar-
bershop where I used to get my 
hair cut – all of those are gone 
and everything is big now.”

Hammersley, who grew up 
on Payne Street, is one of 13 
residents whose lives and sto-
ries were honored at the city’s 
second annual centenarian 

celebration on Tuesday eve-
ning. Held at the Vola Lawson 
Lobby in city hall, the gather-
ing included honorees, fam-
ily and community members 
coming together to celebrate 
the city residents who are 100 
years and older.

The city’s first centenar-
ian event took place last year 
virtually, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, making this year 
the first ever in-person cel-
ebration. According to Mary 
Lee Anderson, executive di-
rector of Senior Services of 
Alexandria, the project was a 
labor of love. 

“It’s a real group effort. All 

these different city depart-
ments and our nonprofit [are] 
coming together to celebrate 
some really special people,” 
Anderson said.

The concept came about 
last year when Mayor Justin 
Wilson approached Anderson 
about emulating in the city 
a program he heard about in 
Southern Virginia that hon-
ored centenarians. 

Anderson subsequently 
reached out to the Division of 
Aging and the Successful Ag-
ing Committee, who agreed 
to help turn the idea into real-
ity. Last year’s event featured 
a PowerPoint presentation as 

well as a certificate and coin 
for each honoree. This year, 
since in-person events were 
allowed, staff decided to throw 
a real party. 

Tuesday’s bash included 13 
giant birthday cards for guests 
to sign, each with a photo and 
short bio of the honoree for 
whom it represented. There 
was also an opportunity for 
centenarians to sign up for an 
oral history recording with the 
Office of Historic Alexandria’s 
new Oral History Center in or-
der to preserve their memories. 

“All the people involved 
are serving older adults in our 
community and we know how 
important it is to honor their 
lives, and how much they’ve 
given to others – their fami-
lies, the community, everyone 
that they’re in contact with. 
We need to honor our elders 
and respect them, and this is a 
really fun way to do it,” Ander-
son said.

Kate Garvey, director of the 
Department of Community 
and Human Services, kicked 
off the evening by expressing 
gratitude to the city for priori-
tizing, valuing and supporting 
the health and safety of Alex-
andria’s older residents. 

“It’s really important for us 
to take time to reflect on the 
lives of the people we’re with 
today. It’s really important for 
us to understand what it takes 
to live successfully, and when 

Celebrating the centenarians 
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 PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
The City of Alexandria held its second annual centenarian celebration on Tuesday at city hall.

BETTER AGE
with
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you look at the advice the cen-
tenarians have given us, it is so 
valuable,” Garvey said.

Each birthday card bio of-
fered life tips, some of which 
were to “do what your family 
tells you;” “make the best out 
of every situation;” “look for 
understanding and compro-
mise;” and to have “curiosity 
about the world and other peo-
ple, as well as healthy eating 
habits and exercise.” 

The evening concluded 
with a musical performance by 
the Alexandria Citizens Band, 
and congratulatory remarks, 
presentations and distribu-
tion of certificates by Wilson 
for the centenarians in atten-
dance. Although 13 centenar-
ians submitted applications, 
four made it to the event. 

Along with Hammersley, 
they were Anita Du Mars, 101, 
Phillip Melville, 100, and Fran-
ces Webb, 102. 

Du Mars grew up in Lux-

embourg, where she met her 
husband David, who fought in 
Normandy, Germany and the 
Battle of the Bulge. She came 
to the United States with 350 
other WWII brides and speaks 
five languages, including Lux-
embourgish, French, German, 
English and Spanish. 

Melville was born in Paris, 
France and moved during 
WWII to Albuquerque, New 
Mexico as a teenager. He 
worked as a civil engineer for 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the 
Civil Aviation Administration. 

Webb, who was the oldest 
of five children, helped watch 
her siblings after her father 
passed away. She worked at the 
South Carolina Navy Yard as a 
welder and was married to her 
husband Jewel for more than 
50 years. 

“It’s all right here; four 
people who can really walk us 
through amazing things about 
Alexandria,” Garvey said. 

Other registered centenar-
ians who were not in atten-
dance included Andrey Fenton, 
100, Lowell Fisher, 100, Mar-
ilyn McLean, 100, Jane Sara, 
102, Alice Schmidt, 102, Cath-
erine Sevick, 105, Virginia Sa-

haj, 102, Miriam Wiener, 100 
and Mildred Youso, 101. Some 
city centenarians were not 
registered, including Char-
lotte Olson, who turned 100  
in February. 

During his remarks, Wilson 

said the event was intended to 
celebrate an important mile-
stone and shed light on the 
legacy each centenarian has 
built in the community. 

“These are the folks who 
have given back to our com-
munity for a generation, a 
lifetime, and have embod-
ied resilience, embodied self 
possession, as well as gener-
osity,” Wilson said. “These 
are folks who have given back 
in so many different ways to 
our community – in little and 
large ways – and have made 
their mark on this city.”

“The fact that they are here 
today telling us [their] stories, 
teaching us, is such a pleasure 
for all of us and such a mira-
cle,” he added.

Hammersley’s overarching  
feelings about becoming a 
centenarian were certain and 
succinct.

“I’m pleased to be 100,” 
Hammersley said. “I’m very 
glad to be here.”

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
Along with Hammersley, the other centenarians in attendance were 
Anita Du Mars, 101, Phillip Melville, 100, and Frances Webb, 102.

SENIORS

INTRODUCING  

Woodleigh Chase

Experience vibrant living at the new  
Erickson Senior Living®-managed community 
coming to Fairfax. Our Sales Center is now open!

• Preview our stylish apartment homes
• Explore services to enhance your well-being
• Discover resort-style amenities 
• Learn about our ideal location
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4595 Burke Station Road
Fairfax, VA 22032
WoodleighChase.com

Call 1-888-216-5192 for your free brochure,  
or schedule your visit to our Sales Center.

Conceptual rendering
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BY FRANCESCO DE SALVATORE

The Office of Historic Al-
exandria – which is the de-
partment of city government 
charged with the conserva-
tion, interpretation 
and promotion of 
Alexandria’s past – 
has announced its 
newest program, 
The Alexandria Oral 
History Center. The 
center is a commu-
nity-driven collabo-
ration to document 
and preserve the 
memories and sto-
ries of Alexandria. The Cen-
ter provides residents with 
oral history trainings and re-
sources to conduct oral history 
interviews and community 
history projects. Additionally, 

the center maintains a public 
archive to preserve oral his-
tories for future generations. 
The center also deepens the 
public’s engagement and un-
derstanding of Alexandria’s 

past and present 
by producing pub-
lic programs and 
resources with the 
oral history archive.

The center wel-
comes all residents 
of Alexandria to 
book an appoint-
ment with the man-
ager and record 
their own oral his-

tories. Following the record-
ing, participants are provided 
with a copy of their oral his-
tory recording and a written 
transcript of the recording. 
Participants can also choose 

to have their oral histories in-
cluded in the Oral History Ar-
chive, where it will be made 
available to the public and pre-
served for future generations. 

Throughout the year, the 
center will work on specific 
initiatives and projects about 
various topics and themes. 
One of the most recent proj-
ects the center is working on is 
National Centenarian Day on 
Sept. 22. The center is part-
nering with the Successful 
Aging Committee to provide 
Alexandrian centenarians and 
their families the opportunity 
to record and preserve their 
oral histories.

Residents who are inter-
ested in facilitating their own 
oral histories are invited to 

Introducing Alexandria’s 
new Oral History Center
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FILE PHOTO
The Alexandria Oral History Center is a community-driven 
collaboration to document and preserve the memories and  
stories of Alexandria.
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participate in its StoryKit Pro-
gram. The StoryKit Program 
trains and supports partici-
pants to serve as oral histori-

ans and create their own oral 
history projects. Addition-
ally, the center lends record-
ing equipment to participants 
in order to complete their oral 
history recordings. Partici-

pants can choose to record sto-
ries about any given topic and/
or historical moment. 

The center is also work-
ing on producing various pub-
lic programs. In 2023, it will 

launch a Listening Room se-
ries, which will include four 
public events throughout the 
year. Each public event in the 
Listening Room series will fo-
cus on a specific topic and 

theme, and present edited oral 
stories to a public audience 
and a facilitated discussion. 
The first event of the Listen-
ing Room series will be in win-
ter of 2023, and it will focus 
on stories about immigration  
in Alexandria.

Alexandrian centenarians 
and their families are encour-
aged to sign-up for an oral his-
tory recording by contacting 
703-746-4821 or francesco.de-
salvator@alexandriava.gov. 
Residents are also welcome 
to reach out about recording 
other oral histories and/or how 
to participate in the StoryKit 
Program. For more informa-
tion about the Alexandria Oral 
History Center and to stay up to 
date on the center’s programs 
and events, visit https://www.
alexandriava.gov/historic- 
alexandria/program /the- 
alexandria-oral-history-center.

The writer is oral history 
manager of the Office of 

Historic Alexandria. 
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FILE PHOTO
The StoryKit Program provided by the Oral History Center trains and supports participants to serve as oral historians and create their own 
oral history projects.

SENIORS

(without lifting a finger)

A NON-PROFIT LIFE PLAN COMMUNITY
Independent Senior Living   |    Potomac Falls, VA  FALCONSLANDING.ORG

Remember the coin tests? Hospital corners? 
White glove inspections? Well, at Falcons 
Landing you can leave the field day to us. We’ll 
make sure housekeeping and maintenance 
are kept squared away, so you have more time 
to devote to your favorite pursuits—and can 
rest easy knowing your home will always be 

ready to pass inspection with flying colors.

CALL 703-260-8504 TO  
SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY!
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Lawrence “Lucky” 
Elliott was a mentor  
to Alexandria youth
BY CHAR MCCARGO BAH

It was 1962 when Lawrence 
“Lucky” Elliott, who wore 
basketball jersey number 11, 
graduated from Parker-Gray 
High School. He enrolled in 
Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College to study Parks 
and Recreation Management. 

In 1965, Elliott landed a 
part-time job with the City 
of Alexandria as a recreation 
leader. This was the beginning 
of a long full-time career in 
the Alexandria Recreation De-
partment. He supervised kids 
in boxing, basketball, foot-
ball, track and field and even 
the females in the cheerlead-
ing competitions. These activ-
ities kept many children out of 
trouble and off the streets.

In the 1970s, the City of Al-
exandria had a serious drug 
problem. Lucky by that time 
was a full-time employee, the 
Youth Sports Supervisor, at 
the Charles Houston Recre-
ation Center. He used his po-
sition to get kids off the street 
by recruiting them to learn 
and play sports. He applied 
strict rules that the kids had 
to follow and he enforced dis-
ciplinary actions when it was 
necessary. Many of those chil-
dren had never had the oppor-
tunity to play on a team. Lucky 
was not just their coach; he 
became a trusted friend and 
a father figure for the Alexan-
dria African American youth 
of the 1970s through 1990s.  

One of Lucky’s assistant 
coaches, Aaron Banks, said 
“Lucky was a role model for so 
many of the youth at Charles 
Houston Recreation Center. 
He would do everything he 
could to keep his kids in line.”

Banks also stated that one 

of Lucky’s kids, Carl Carr, 
made it into the NFL. Carr 
attended the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Craig Harris, another one of 
his kids, played basketball in 
Lucky’s program at Charles 
Houston Recreation Center. 
In 1977, he represented T.C. 
Williams in the McDonald’s 
Capital Classic game where he 
played against Magic Johnson 
and Gene Banks and received 
the game’s Most Valuable 
Player award. After graduat-
ing from high school, Harris 
attended Tulane University. 

In addition, five of Lucky’s 
kids played basketball for T.C. 
Williams in a state champion-
ship game.

Another one of Lucky’s 
kids was Rev. Jasper Lee McCa-
rgo, Sr., who remembers Lucky 
being a stern and no-nonsense 
coach. 

“[Lucky] also taught us 
our culture and he was se-
rious about us winning. He 
taught us a song, ‘We Are the 
Mighty, Mighty Houston,’ he 
helped boys become men,”  
McCargo said.

Many of Lucky’s kids be-

came successful in life. They 
became educated and had 
good careers. Anthony Gray, 
a finance entrepreneur, is an-
other one of Lucky’s kids.

“Playing for Charles Hous-
ton Recreation was the best 
time of my life. Majority of 
my friends have been through 
Lucky’s program at Charles 
Houston. When I was growing 
up everyone wanted to play for 
Charles Houston Recreation 
Center,” Gray said.

On Sept. 4, more than 250 
people attended the annual 
Charles Houston Youth Sports 

Reunion Cookout in honor of 
Lucky. Although his former 
kids are now in their 50s and 
60s, Lucky still considers them 
his kids. Several years ago, 
Lucky got together with some 
of the people who were in his 
Recreation Center program 
to discuss having an annual 
Youth Sports Reunion Cook-
out. For five years, the alumni 
of the Charles Houston Youth 
Sports have attended the Re-
union Cookouts, missing only 
two out of the five years be-
cause of the pandemic.

Lucky was born as Law-
rence Elliott in Alexandria. 
He was raised in the neigh-
borhood called The Berg.” He 
found his calling early in life 
and was able to make a differ-
ence in many lives.

Lucky was lucky, be-
cause he gave children a rea-
son to hope and shoot for the 
stars. These kids became the 
“Mighty, Mighty Houston” 
and they developed into suc-
cessful individuals because 
one man was determined to 
keep them off the streets and 
give them a direction for suc-
cess. They became a family. 
Those children were able to 
see how setting a goal helps 
one succeed in life. They con-
tinued to carry that same dis-
cipline throughout life.

Lucky was lucky indeed be-
cause he bet on his kids and 
they did not let him down. Ev-
ery Sports Reunion Cookout 
that is given, his kids will be 
there to honor the man who 
believed in them.

The writer is a published 
author, freelance writer, 

independent historian, 
investigative/genealogist 

researcher and a Living 
Legend of Alexandria. 

Her blog is http://www.
theotheralexandria.com.

‘We Are the Mighty, Mighty Houston’

COURTESY PHOTO
Lucky and friends at the 2022 Sports Reunion Cookout.

The Other Alexandria
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Elevating the exterior
High-ROI home 
upgrades to  
improve curb appeal 
BY FAMILY FEATURES

Your home’s exterior can 
say a lot about you and your 
family while also making a 
first impression on guests – 
and future potential buyers. 
Because of the impact curb ap-
peal has on the amount pro-
spective buyers are willing to 
spend on a home, it’s import-
ant for homeowners to look 
beyond simply choosing the 
right siding color, and consider 
different siding materials and 
profiles, adding accents like 
stone veneer and researching 
other exterior upgrades that 
can both increase beauty and 
deliver performance over time.

In fact, exterior remodeling 
projects typically top the list of 
projects that add the most re-
sale value to homes. According 
to Remodeling’s 2022 Cost vs. 
Value Report, nine of the top 
10 projects delivering the best 
return on cost were exterior 
renovations. 

If you’re looking to sell 

or just want to increase the 
overall value of your home, 
consider these high-ROI ex-
terior upgrades that can im-
prove aesthetics and increase  
resale value.

Front door
If replacing the front door 

isn’t necessary, adding a fresh 
coat of paint is a simple way 
to refresh your home’s exte-
rior. You can take your “dated” 
door and make it modern 
again with a bold, on-trend 
color. Take it one step further 
by adding artistic house num-
bers, a new light fixture or a 
door knocker in an unexpected 
shape for inexpensive ways to 
add style.

Vinyl siding
Updating your home’s ex-

terior with vinyl siding yields 
a 67.2% return upon sale, ac-
cording to the report. When 
considering new siding, look 
for high-quality, low-mainte-
nance materials. Depending 
on where you live, insulated 
vinyl siding can add addi-
tional protection against the 

elements, as well as increased 
energy efficiency. While func-
tion is important, don’t be 
afraid to make bold choices 
with color, texture, different 
profiles and contrasting trim 
to make a statement with your 
home’s exterior.

Shutters
Adding or replacing shut-

ters is another easy way to add 
a bit of flair and can be a key 
finishing touch in creating 
the perfect exterior. With the 
potential to play beautifully 
alongside windows and sid-
ing as well as with the archi-
tectural style and surrounding 
landscaping, it’s important to 
make thoughtful choices and 
install shutters properly to en-
sure they look and function  
as designed.

Composite decking
Another exterior remod-

eling project with a high ROI, 
(62.1%), according to the re-
port, is replacing your home’s 
existing wood deck with com-
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Make your “dated” door modern again with a bold, on-trend color. 

HOMES 

Tickets are on sale now:
www.vts.edu/dust

Please visit the pub 1823 on the VTS campus for a  

pre-show dinner! ‘Best burger in Alexandria!’

World Premiere

October 13th - 16th
Virginia Theological Seminary
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posite decking. Decking com-
bines the natural beauty 
and warmth of exotic hard-
wood with the durability  
and low-maintenance require-
ments of cellular polyvinyl 
chloride, which resists stains, 
scratches, fading and mois-
ture, for a deck that will last 
for years with minimal up-
keep.

Column wraps
Give your front porch an 

instant facelift by wrapping 
your existing columns with 
PVC wraps. This is an easy way 
to achieve a cleaner and more 
modern, updated look. Resis-
tant to moisture, PVC column 
wraps prevent issues found 
in traditional wood columns, 
such as warping, rotting and 
insect damage. Available in 
a variety of ready-to-install 
styles, they can also be painted 
to complement your home’s 
exterior color palette.
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Adding or replacing shutters can add a bit of flair and be a key finishing touch in creating the perfect exterior.

HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE
HOME OF THE WEEK

Enjoy watching the crew 
teams and sailboats glide by 
your Rivergate waterside home 
– so serene and peaceful!

The “Snowden” model is 
the largest model in River-
gate. The main level offers 
a marble tiled foyer, living 
room with a gas fireplace 
and built-ins, dining room 
and family room with elec-
tric fireplaces and kitchen 
with natural cherry cabine-
try and granite countertops. 

The main and upper levels 
feature gleaming hardwood 
floors. The gated patio can 
be accessed from the family 
room. Large windows in both 
the kitchen and family rooms 
as well as the primary bed-
room offer wide views of the 
Potomac River and the park. 
On the upper level is the pri-
mary bedroom with soar-
ing cathedral ceilings, sitting 
area with a gas fireplace and 
french doors with river views. 

The ensuite bathroom offers 
a double vanity, soaking tub 
and separate shower. There 
is a walk-in closet and ad-
ditional closet space. A sec-
ond bedroom and additional 
full bathroom plus conve-
nient laundry are also located 
on this level. The upper level 
offers a third bedroom with 
light filled cathedral ceilings, 
full bathroom, storage room 
and a large cedar lined closet. 

The lower level recreation 

room features a wall of beau-
tiful custom built cabinetry 
containing the television and 
two single pull down beds. It 
is a perfect room for relaxing 
and having additional house 
guests, complete with an ad-
joining full bathroom. The 
double car garage is accessed 
from this level. This dream 
home is minutes to Harris 
Teeter, Sport & Health, Trader 
Joe's, Café 44 and many other 
restaurants and shops.

Expansive Rivergate model in Old Town 

Address:  

823 Rivergate Pl.,

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood:  

North Old Town 

Price: $1,895,000

Square feet: 2,904

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 4.5

Year built: 1995

Contact:

Bob Martini 

703-798-7400

bob.martini@cbrealty.com

Open House on 

Sept. 18th at 2 to 4 p.m.

PHOTOS/KHALID EID
Left: Patio overlooking the Potomac. Middle: Front exterior. Right: Living and dining rooms.
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It was startling to learn at the Sept. 8 School Board meeting 
that Alexandria City Public Schools had not yet decided on its ar-
eas of focus for the 2022-23 school year almost three weeks into  
that year. 

This news was almost as shocking as a proposal at its prior 
meeting in August to change the way teachers approach homework 
– four days after the start of the school year.

Successful organizations plan well ahead to approve changes 
and establish priorities. That our educational leaders – the rec-
ommendations in both cases came from ACPS staff or consultants 
– would propose major changes and the School Board only be ap-
proving priorities after classes began speaks to the dysfunction of 
the system.

Several significant concerns were raised at the Sept. 8 meeting, 
including:

•  Low teacher morale and struggles with mental health;
•  Rising absenteeism of both students and teachers; and
•  How to design and enforce lunch policies at Alexandria City 

High School that enable students to utilize extended time while 
also avoiding safety issues that happened during the prior Lunch 
& Learn program.

These are all serious topics. They are all concerns in need of 
good solutions that work. But how can they possibly be priorities 
for the school year already underway if they haven’t been exam-
ined and solutions proposed prior to the start of this year?

Teachers spend weeks during the summer preparing for the up-
coming school year. The time for the School Board to approve pri-
orities for the coming school year would be right after the prior year 
ends, not after the new one has begun, so new solutions can be 
planned for and implemented.

We are a data-driven city, and recent data clearly shows that Al-
exandria is having a difficult time retaining teachers and hiring 
new ones. ACPS scores on Standards of Learning tests are also dis-
turbingly lower than statewide averages.

Setting priorities for a school year after that year has already 
begun is one clue as to how we got to this point.

A shoutout to centenarians
Alexandria’s new annual event celebrating centenarians in the 

city is a terrific addition to the excellent senior services in our city.
Kudos to Mayor Justin Wilson for suggesting the idea, and for 

the city’s senior services leaders for acting on it. Those of us who 
are younger get so busy living our lives – working our jobs and 
dealing with kids and hectic schedules – that it’s easy to forget 
about the city’s older residents, many of whom have lived fascinat-
ing lives but are no longer particularly visible.

This annual celebration is a wonderful way to recognize them 
and their many contributions to life in our city and in other places 
they may have lived.

Alexandria is becoming a hub for excellent senior living facilities, 
as new, first-rate living communities have sprung up throughout the 
city in recent years, joining others that have been here for years.

Our city has made its seniors a priority, as is apparent from our 
many senior programs, which include free rides for seniors to deliv-
ery of Meals on Wheels to senior day programs.  

Recognizing those seniors who make it to the 100-year mile-
stone with an annual celebration is a terrific way to honor  
their lives.

A little late

PHOTO/DENISE DUNBAR
An Alexandria home flies the Union Jack to honor 
the death of Queen Elizabeth II.

A shoutout for our Constitution
To the editor:

Saturday is Constitution Day. In 1787, the 
states ratified the U.S. Constitution, estab-
lishing a democratic republic. Throughout 
our history, the Constitution through the 
amendment process has served as a vehi-
cle to ensure our civil rights. Constitutional 
amendments that were used to reverse Su-
preme Court rulings included banning slav-
ery, giving women and 18-year-olds the 
right to vote and allowing the popular elec-
tion of U.S. Senators.

Yet, despite having gained our inde-
pendence from overseas tyranny, our very 
form of government is now being threat-
ened from within. The right of citizens to 
be heard in elections is being challenged 
by the untethered influence of unlimited 
amounts of money in our elections. Al-
though the Constitution guarantees equal 
representation, today, our leaders are be-
ing chosen by an elite few: billionaires, 
global corporations, the biggest unions and 
special interests and even foreign govern-

ments. All these entities now dominate our 
political system and drown out the voices of 
everyday Americans.

There is a solution. The passage of the 
For our Freedom Constitutional Amend-
ment is the key to fixing a broken system 
that makes high-dollar donors more pow-
erful than every other American. It offers 
a lasting, constitutional solution to pro-
tect free speech and the equal right of every 
American to representation and a vote that 
counts. It will ensure that we the people 
have an equal say in who governs our na-
tion and the laws being passed. It will end 
the domination of our elections and corrup-
tion of our representative government by 
dark money and elite donors. 

Only by regaining the voters’ influence 
in making the laws under which we live can 
we be confident that we have a government 
that is in President Lincoln’s words, “of the 
people, by the people, for the people.”

-Nancy Morgan,
Alexandria

Your Views

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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My View | Bill Rossello

BY BILL ROSSELLO

When a city government set-
tles on a solution before it de-
fines the problem, it usually 
means they are on the path to 
a policy misstep. When it con-
sumes $87 million of state grant 
money, it may turn into a ma-
jor policy disaster. But that’s ex-
actly the path that city hall has 
chosen with the proposed over-
haul of the Duke Street 
corridor.

Duke Street is the 
busiest east/west ar-
terial road in the  
city, carrying be-
tween 30,000 and 
55,000 motor vehicles 
daily between I-395 
and Telegraph Road. It 
is the supply route ser-
vicing scores of local 
businesses and the only route for 
trucks that need to access some 
of the city’s key industrial zones. 
In other words, Duke Street may 
be the most critical arterial road 
in Alexandria.

Yet, the city is rushing to 
transform it despite any signifi-
cant community support. An ad-
visory committee to City Council 
will soon review alternative de-
signs for dedicated bus and bicy-
cle lanes. Those changes promise 
to eliminate motor vehicle lanes 
and valued frontage roads on 
which several residential neigh-
borhoods depend, while funda-
mentally hindering mobility for 
most of the approximately 43,000 
city residents that live along  
that corridor. 

Such a transformation of 
Duke Street would inevitably 
lead to neighborhood safety and 
parking challenges, and much 
slower trips to work, the grocery 
store, school and the doctor’s 
office. It would also promise 
greater congestion and severe 
limits on left-hand turns, par-
ticularly into neighborhoods for 
the 97% of road users who are 
likely to continue using their 
cars on Duke Street.

All this to help an average 
of approximately 1,500 week-
day bus riders – accounting for 
about 3,000 daily rides – save 
a few minutes making their 
way from one end of the city to 
the other. The cost equates to 
nearly $60,000 of taxpayer in-
vestment for each rider. And 
that does not include the inev-
itable increase in annual city  
maintenance costs.

City staff’s fa-
vored design concept is 
called Bus Rapid Tran-
sit. Not new nation-
ally or in Alexandria, 
it is controversial. The 
$42 million Metroway, 
known to most of us 
as the dedicated bus 
lane that runs down 
the middle of Route 1 
at Potomac Yards, has 

had low ridership since it opened 
in 2014. Many in Arlington and 
Alexandria believe it costs too 
much to deliver too little value 
to too few. That seems to be the 
likely outcome of the Duke Street 
project as well. 

The rush to completely over-
haul Duke Street is also fraught 
with process problems. Among 
them, the city has not defined 
what problem BRT will solve for 
the community. A survey of res-
idents performed by external 
consultants revealed that Duke 
Street users are concerned pri-
marily with congestion, which 
is particularly acute between 
Quaker Lane and Telegraph 
Road. The second biggest con-
cern is safety. Reduced bus travel 
time was not emphasized by re-
spondents, not even those who 
are regular bus riders.

More troubling is that no one 
at city hall seems to know the 
travel patterns of West End resi-
dents. They assume that a large 
proportion of them travel regu-
larly from west of Quaker Lane to 
Old Town, but they have no ev-
idence to support that notion. 

‘No’ to grant-driven planning
My View | Melanie Kay-Wyatt, Ed.D.

BY MELANIE KAY-WYATT, ED.D.

The doors have opened on the 2022-
23 academic year in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools, and they are filled with hope 
and promise of new achievements for 
our students and the school commu-
nity. It has been exciting to usher in a 
new school year as I take on the role of 
interim superintendent this month, af-
ter having served as the ACPS chief of 
human resources. As a long-time edu-
cator, I can assure our fami-
lies that addressing the needs 
of all of our students is of the  
utmost importance.

Thankfully, as our students 
and staff return to school this 
year, COVID-19 is being man-
aged with a vaccine now avail-
able for all school-age children 
and testing that is readily 
available. Of course, our vig-
ilance will continue as we ex-
ercise all measures to keep our schools 
safe and our students’ needs addressed. 
This includes maintaining a curriculum 
focused on the social, emotional and ac-
ademic learning needs of our students. 
SEAL provides students with the oppor-
tunity to better understand their emo-
tions. These lessons also help students 
to build connections with their peers and 
the school staff.

I believe that as ACPS takes a whole 
child approach to education; we are cre-
ating a system that helps to equitably 
prepare each student to achieve their 
full potential. We do this by creating 
environments of belonging where stu-
dents can thrive and hone their skills in 
all subjects – from mathematics to lit-
eracy to science and beyond. The idea is 
to stir each student’s level of attention 
and to help increase their perception and 
memory to better retain knowledge. This 
means our students’ health also needs 
to be addressed, including getting suffi-
cient sleep and a healthy-balanced diet. 
In turn, these actions can help our stu-
dents cope with life’s stressors and move 
forward in achieving their goals.

It certainly will help this academic 
year as once again we will all be able to 
experience activities that had to either 
face limitations or be canceled amid the 
pandemic. This is welcome news, in par-
ticular for our sports, music, arts and 

after-school programs that enrich our 
students’ educational experience and 
bring our school community together. 
While the academic part of learning is 
of the utmost importance, the opportu-
nity for students to come together as part 
of a group in sports, theater or orchestra, 
to name a few, are equally important and 
enhance the overall learning experience 
that is part of their growth.

During the first few weeks of the new 
academic year, ACPS’ division leadership 

have been visiting our schools. 
These stops lend themselves 
to the opportunity of wel-
coming back our students and 
providing encouragement for 
another year filled with prom-
ise and high expectations. It is 
also a great way to ensure the 
needs of all of our schools are 
being met.

During the summer break, 
our leadership team prepared, 

along with our teachers and support staff, 
for an academic year that lives true to the 
ACPS pledge to provide an equitable, high 
quality education for all students. With 
the launch of our newly designed website, 
our families will see how the update read-
ily provides need-to-know information 
and easy access to translation and inter-
pretation services when needed.

I would also like to urge all of our 
ACPS families to take advantage of the 
variety of ways you can become involved 
in your child’s educational experience. 
The Family and Community Engagement 
Center is one way to get the informa-
tion you need about resources available 
and activities to engage in as part of 
the school division. Becoming an active 
member in the Alexandria PTA Council is 
another way to exchange ideas and stay 
connected with your child’s school.

Beginning a new school year turns 
the page to another chapter in a learning 
experience that lasts a lifetime. As laid 
out in the ACPS 2025 Strategic Plan, our 
staff is ready to help empower each stu-
dent as we remove barriers to learning, 
providing an inclusive experience where 
all students are afforded the opportunity 
to forge their own path forward to ensure  
their future success.

The writer is interim superintendent 
of Alexandria City Public Schools.

Falling back into learning

BILL
ROSSELLO

MELANIE
KAY-WYATT
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Sept. 17 is the 235th anni-
versary of the signing of the 
U.S. Constitution. The Con-
stitution was signed in Phila-
delphia in 1787, but an event 
in Alexandria in 1785 served 
as a precursor to the founding 
convention of our nation. 

On March 20, 1785, Sam-
uel Chase and Thomas Stone 
showed up in Alexandria to 
represent Maryland, as the 
Maryland legislature commis-
sioned them to do. Their pur-
pose was to meet with a similar 
delegation from Virginia to 
agree upon regulations for 
their shared waterways, in-
cluding the Potomac. The 
two men were only half of 
the commissioners chosen by 
Maryland but had the author-
ity to negotiate on Maryland’s 
behalf by themselves. Both 
commissioners had signed the 
Declaration of Independence 
almost nine years earlier, so 
their appointment came as no 
surprise to their peers. Chase 
and Stone were surprised by 
the lack of any delegation to 
greet them.  

Although prominent Vir-
ginians such as James Mad-
ison, Thomas Jefferson and 
George Washington were ea-
ger to resolve the issues of the 
joint waterways as quickly as 
possible, the four Virginians 
appointed: James Madison, 
Edmund Randolph, George 
Mason and Alexander Hender-
son were not in Alexandria to 
meet with them.

Fellow Virginia legislator 
John Tyler guessed that the 
lapse in communication was 
due to Patrick Henry’s forget-
ting to inform the commis-
sioners of the time and date 
of the meeting. In any case, a 
third Maryland commissioner 
stopped to visit Washington at 
Mount Vernon on his way into 
our city, prompting Wash-
ington to send his carriage to 
his neighbor George Mason, 
who hated travel, to transport 
him to Alexandria. Chase and 
Stone met with Mason and Al-
exander Henderson, who was 
in town to work on a court case 
with Mason and unaware that 
he had also been chosen to ne-

gotiate on Virginia’s behalf. 
Bad weather delayed the two 
other Virginia commissioners 
and given how much of a pri-
ority it was to him, Washing-
ton invited both delegations 
to Mount Vernon to complete 
the negotiations.

The Mount Vernon Con-
vention began on March 25 
and concluded on the 28th. 
The Mount Vernon Compact 

consisted of thirteen arti-
cles. The articles guaranteed 
free passage for ships of both 
states through the Chesa-
peake and any rivers in either 
state, including the Potomac 
and the Pocamoke. They also 
declared the Potomac River a 
common highway for all U.S. 
citizens and residents.

The agreement between 
the states spurred them to en-
courage other states, particu-
larly Pennsylvania, to agree to 
allow free passage along the 
Potomac all the way to Ohio. 
Tyler invited all 13 states to 
Annapolis in 1786 for a con-
vention to propose a similar 
agreement between all states. 
Only five states showed up, 
and Maryland was not among 
those. However, Hamilton and 
Madison worked together at 
Annapolis to call a convention 
in Philadelphia the following 
year. That meeting resulted in 
our Constitution.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

Alexandria and the Constitution

Take the poll at alextimes.comThis Week  

Are you interested in recording an 
oral history for Alexandria's new 
Oral History Center?
A) Yes, I plan to make an appointment.

B) Maybe someday when I'm older.

C) No.

D) I'm not sure.

Last Week  

Do you think removing homework 
as a requirement – by removing 
penalties for not doing it – for ACPS 
students is a good or bad idea?
80% Bad.

14% Good. 

6% I'm not sure.

FILE PHOTO
Sept. 17 is the 235th 
anniversary of the signing  
of the U.S. Constitution.

There is substantial anecdotal 
evidence to the contrary. 
So, their other assumption, 
that West Enders will give up 
their cars and current com-

muting patterns to use BRT,  
seems irrelevant.

So, here we go again. As 
with the Seminary Road de-
bacle of 2019, city hall is em-
barking on “a build it and they 
will come approach” to trans-

portation planning. When 
will they learn that hearing 
the voice of the community 
and protecting the quality of 
neighborhood life is more im-
portant than pumping out an 
award-winning project that 

many residents clearly don’t 
want or need?

The writer is a civic 
advocate, management 

consultant and long-time 
Alexandria resident.
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Weekly Words

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS by Doug Burnikel and Zhouqin Burnikel, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 Almanac contents
6 Desktops with a Pro model
11 Jessica of "Machete"
15 Downsides
19 Last words on the job
20 Deck with 78 cards
21 Golf outing spoiler
22 Tribe that lived by  

the Platte River
23 You can't tell when it's  

working (In this answer, 
unscramble letters 10-13)

26 "___ girl!"
27 Major inconvenience
28 "Sure, honey"
29 Store business
31 "None for me"
33 Lodging by the road
34 Costa del ___
35 Sorrow
36 Maker of Stan Smith sneakers
39 Alaskan home of  

many bears (... letters 2-7)
42 North Carolina college
43 Mislead
46 Kind of basin or wave
47 Rapper ___ Cat
48 Single malt liquor, perhaps
51 Sponsored posts, e.g.
52 Per person
56 Dazed state

59 Ready for takeoff?
61 Essential ___ acids
62 Scattered widely
64 Number before dos
65 Pilots a plane
67 Ballet division
69 American plants?  

(... letters 1-8)
73 Hibachi residue
74 Alligators' cousins
76	 Obama	health	law,	briefly
77 Pungent ingredient in kimchi
79 Ancient Peruvians
80 Paper work?
83 One who takes all the blankets
86 Consider to be
87 www.medicare.___
89 Swiss city on the Rhone
91 Irritate
92 "Still Alice" star Julianne
94 "Finally done!"
96 Tablet for FaceTime
97 Raw meat dish similar to 

yukhoe (... letters 3-8)
103 Like a blank stare
105 Hydroelectric project
106 Unagi, at a sushi bar
107 Flamenco cheer
108 Fluid thicker than water
110 Noisy insect
112 Language in which  

"uhuru" means "freedom"
114 Fingernail application

119 Imitated
120 Don't have any  

effect (... letters 3-7)
123 Saxophonist's item
124 "Passages" author Sheehy
125 ___ Carlo
126 Stick that's twirled
127 Talk trash about
128 Apple crisp grains
129 "TED Talks Daily" host Hu
130 Cheetah features
DOWN
1 Striped bass, e.g.
2 Greenish blue
3 Baby bears
4 Muscle spasms
5 Unemotional
6 "___ been a minute"
7 Store with a star logo
8 Sign before Taurus
9 Dove sounds
10 Disney or Universal
11 Giorgio of fashion
12 Dragon's hideout
13 Bulk food container
14 Humanlike robots
15 Puffer jacket or parka
16 Ontario's second-largest city
17 Concept
18 Like some adoption records
24 Country with a dangerous 

airport near Mount Everest

25 Mail out
30 "Frozen II" queen
32 Yard sale caveat
34 Slide on an icy road
36 Oodles
37 Portray adequately  

(... letters 1-4)
38 Not appropriate
39 Hoda on TV
40 Barely
41 Alpaca cousin
42 Mag staffers
44 ___ Lodge (budget  

motel chain)
45 Truck weight unit
49 What the Cowardly Lion lacked
50 Tennis great Mandlikova
53 Hummus scoopers  

(... letters 2-7)
54 Dollar bills
55 Fancy-schmancy
57 They're larger than pilot 

whales
58 Jockey's strap
60 Turn in the kitchen?
61 Plane seat option
63 "What ___ that?"
65 "13th" director DuVernay
66 "Rise" or "fall," at times
67 Corrosive liquid
68 Mr. Peanut prop
70 Birdie plus one
71 Vaper's stick

72 "Enough already!"
75 "___ Mia! Here We Go Again"
78 Elba of "Zootopia"
80 Done with
81 Pay for a poker hand
82 "Whatevs"
84 Neutrogena rival
85 H.S. diploma alternative
87 Cheerleader's shout
88 Like some tribal lore
90 2012 thriller set in Tehran
93 Signed off on
95 Run off with rings?
97 Camera chip
98 Capital served by  

China Airlines
99 Game show hosts
100 Hair dryers
101 Jackson of country
102 Find a new place for, as a pet
104 Totes cute
108 Russian pancakes
109 Pumps iron
111 Tacks on
112 Improv piece
113 Person you worship
115 Get off the ground?
116 Wild about
117 Get off ___-free
118 Chick tenders
121 Top bond rating
122 Service charge
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CHESTER AVERY (85), of Alexandria, Sept. 8, 2022

RACHEL DAWSON, of Alexandria, Sept. 7, 2022

VINCENT HEFLIN (82), formerly of Alexandria,  

Sept. 7, 2022

KATHERINE MCCART (48), of Alexandria, 

Sept. 3, 2022

ANN WILLIAMS (86), of Alexandria, Sept. 2, 2022
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SEPTEMBER 15

THIRD THURSDAY ART 
WALK This month, visitors 
can take part in seasonal 
fall-themed family-friendly 
crafts, including Chunky 
Knit Pumpkins. Learn how to 
make your very own wrapped 
‘Chunkin’ for $20. This is a 
walk-in event and registration 
is not required, but greatly 
appreciated. 
Time: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: 1212 King St. 
Information:   
https://visitalexandria.com/
events/third-thursday-art-walk-
family-friendly-craft-night/  

SEPTEMBER 16

STRATFORD HALL TO 
LEE-FENDALL HOUSE: 
AFRICAN AMERICANS 
ENSLAVED BY THE LEES 
Join Dr. Kelley Deetz, vice 
president of Collections and 
Public Engagement at Stratford 
Hall, as she shares the stories 
of some of the African and 
African Americans who were 
enslaved by the Lee family and 
highlights some connections 
between Stratford Hall and the 
Lee-Fendall House. 
Time: 6 p.m.  
Location: 614 Oronoco St. 
Information:   
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
stratford-hall-to-lee-fendall-
house-african-americans-
enslaved-by-the-lees-
tickets-392668731747 

PARK(ING) DAY Join us for 
PARK(ing) Day, a worldwide 

event promoting the 
importance of creating and 
preserving public green space 
in urban areas by temporarily 
reclaiming on-street parking 
spaces and transforming them 
into exciting and imaginative 
park spaces or “parklets.” 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Location: Various parklet sites 
throughout the city (GO Alex 
will be at the Potomac Yard 
Metrorail Station - Potomac 
Ave. and E. Glebe Rd.) 
Information:   
https://www.alexandriava.gov/
parking/parking-day  

SEPTEMBER 17

IMPROV COMEDY SHOW: 
THE AUXILIARY The Auxiliary 
Improv is hosting an improv 
comedy show at the Lyceum. 
Improv comedy is an unscripted 
performance. Everything will 
be completely made up on the 
spot, so everything performed 
is limited to this night only. 
Suggested $10 donation to 
help defray the costs of  
space rental. 
Time: 8 to 9:30 p.m.  
Location: 201 South 
Washington St.  
Information:   
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
improv-comedy-september-
show-the-auxiliary-tickets-
409323697197?aff=atimes 
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Shop Sell
Fundraise,

OUTSTANDING 
KITCHENWARE,

RadaCutlery.com
800-311-9691

EXCEPTIONAL 
VALUE

or

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2022-00078
1001 N. Vail Street
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use for a Child 
and Elder Homes Care; zoned:  
RA/Residential Multi-Family
Proposed Business Name:   
Mrs. Malik Daycare 
Applicant:  Fauzia Hasan Malik
Planner: Mavis Stanfield –  
mavis.standfield@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with Section 11-500 
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than October 6, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, visit 
the City’s website at www.alexan-
driava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2022-00071
218 E. Monroe Ave.
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use for a Day 

Care Center; zoned: R-2-5/Residen-
tial Single or Two Family
Business Name:   
Monarch Montessori School, LLC
Applicant: Charlotte Haynes/Mon-
arch Montessori School, LLC
Planner: Mavis Stanfield –  
mavis.standfield@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with Section 11-500 
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than October 6, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Alex-

andria, Virginia, held at City Hall, 
301 King Street, Council Chamber 
and on Zoom webinar on Saturday, 

September 17, 2022 at 9:30 a.m., 
or as soon as may be heard on the 

hereinafter described items.

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance  to amend and reordain 
Articles II (DEFINITIONS), 
IV (COMMERCIAL, OFFICE 
AND INDUSTRIAL ZONES), V 
(MIXED USE ZONES), VI (SPE-
CIAL AND OVERLAY ZONES), 
and VIII (OFF-STREET PARK-
ING AND LOADING) of the City 
of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance 
to allow auxiliary dwelling units in 
commercial zones, in accordance 
with the text amendment hereto-
fore approved by city council as 
Text Amendment No. 2022-00004 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Text Amendment No. 2022-00004 
associated with auxiliary dwell-
ing units in commercial zones 
approved by City Council on July 5, 
2022). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to amend and reordain 
the Master Plan of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, by adopting 
and incorporating therein the 
amendment heretofore approved 
by city council to the Old Town 
North Small Area Plan chapter of 

such master plan as Master Plan 
Amendment Nos. 2022-00001 and 
2022-00002 and no other amend-
ments, and to repeal all provisions 
of the said master plan as may be 
inconsistent with such amendment 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Master Plan Amendment Nos. 
2022-00001 and 2022-00002 
associated with Potomac River 
Generating Station approved by 
City Council on July 5, 2022). 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of 
an Ordinance e to amend and 
reordain Section 5-602 (COOR-
DINATED DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICTS CREATED, CONSIS-
TENCY WITH MASTER PLAN, 
REQUIRED APPROVALS) of 
Article V (MIXED USE ZONES) 
and Section 6-901 (OLD TOWN 
NORTH ARTS AND CULTURAL 
DISTRICT OVERLAY) of Article 
VI (SPECIAL AND OVERLAY 
ZONES) of the City of Alexandria 
Zoning Ordinance, in accordance 
with the text amendment hereto-
fore approved by city council as 
Text Amendment Nos. 2022-00006 
and 2022-00007 (Implementation 
Ordinance for Text Amendment 
Nos. 2022-00006 and 2022-00007 
associated with Potomac River 
Generating Station approved by 
City Council on July 5, 2022). 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of 
an Ordinance  to amend and 
reordain Sheet No. 045.01 of the 
"Official Zoning Map, Alexandria, 
Virginia," adopted by Section 1-300 
(OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND 
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES), of the 
City of Alexandria Zoning Ordi-
nance, by rezoning the properties 
at 1300, 1400 (portion), and 1500 
(portion) North Royal Street from, 
UT/Utilities and transportation to 
Coordinated Development District 
#30 and Old Town North arts and 
cultural district overlay and in 
accordance with the said zoning 
map amendment heretofore ap-
proved by city council as Rezoning 
Nos. 2022-00003 and 2022-00004 
(Implementation Ordinance 
for Rezoning Nos. 2022-00003 
and 2022-00004 associated with 
Potomac River Generating Station 
approved by City Council on July 5, 
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2022). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING, Second 
Reading and Final Passage of an 
Ordinance to vacate two alleys 
located in the 700 block of North 
West Street (VAC No. 2020-00004) 
(Implementation Ordinance for 
Vacation No. 2020-00004 associat-
ed with Braddock West approved 
by City Council on May 15, 2021). 
[ROLL-CALL VOTE]

PUBLIC HEARING and Consid-
eration of an Appeal of the Traffic 
and Parking Board’s July 25, 2022 
Decision to Recommend the Re-
moval of Nine Parking Spaces on 
Polk Street between Pelham Street 
and Palmer Place. Appellant: Kath-
leen Burns on behalf of petitioners.

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT 
AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PRO-
POSED ORDINANCES WITH-
OUT FURTHER PUBLICATION. 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY 
OF THESE ORDINANCES OB-
TAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES 
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT 
CITY HALL (LIMITED COP-
IES AVAILABLE).  If the mayor 
finds and declares that weather or 
other conditions are such that it is 
hazardous for members to attend 
the meeting, this meeting will be 
continued to the following Sat-
urday. GLORIA SITTON, CMC, 
CITY CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall Council Chamber, room 2400, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
on the following applications:

BAR #2022-00315 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 211 Prince Street.
Applicant: BOWA

BAR #2022-00359 OHAD

Request for alterations at 700 South 
Washington Street (Parcel ID 
Address: 610 Franklin Street).
Applicant: CH Sullyfield Associ-
ates, LLC, Randon Sullyfield, LLC, 
CH South Washington Associates, 
LLC, and McCaffrey South Wash-
ington LLC

BAR #2022-00360 PG
Request for alterations at 1000 
Cameron Street.
Applicant: Danny Lopez, Danny’s 
Painting LLC

BAR #2022-00361 PG
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 1000 Cameron Street.
Applicant: Danny Lopez, Danny’s 
Painting LLC

BAR #2022-00363 OHAD
Request for alterations at  
1400 King Street.
Applicant: Kien Tran
BAR #2022-00376 OHAD
Request to utilize a prefabricated 
bus shelter model.
Applicant: City of Alexandria

BAR #2022-00384 OHAD
Request for reapproval of a pre-
viously approved application for 
demolition/encapsulation at  
109 Duke Street.
Applicant: Martha Peterson

BAR #2022-00385 OHAD
Request for reapproval of a pre-
viously approved application for 
alterations at 109 Duke Street.
Applicant: Martha Peterson
BAR #2022-00387 OHAD
Request for alterations at 212 South 
Saint Asaph Street.
Applicant: Leah and Ben Williams
BAR #2022-00383 OHAD
Request for demolition/ encapsula-
tion at 816 South Pitt Street.
Applicant: Colm Dillon  
and Ciara Collins

BAR #2022-00382 OHAD
Request for alterations at  
411 North Columbus Street.
Applicant: Guy Lamolinara  
and Anne Horan

BAR #2022-00389 PG
Request for alterations at  
327 North Patrick Street.
Applicant: Keith Urbahn

BAR #2022-00390 OHAD
Request for alterations at  

616 South Lee Street.
Applicant: Lynn and  
Raymond Stewart

BAR #2022-00391 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 616 South Lee Street.
Applicant: Lynn and Raymond 
Stewart

BAR #2022-00300 OHAD 
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 410 Jefferson Street. 
Applicant: Shirley F. Carroll

BAR #2022-00424 OHAD 
Request for alterations at  
410 Jefferson Street. 
Applicant: Shirley F. Carroll

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

Public comments will be received 
at the Public Hearing. The public 
may submit comments in advance 
to Samantha Lockwood at saman-
tha.lockwood@alexandriava.gov or 
make public comments on the day 
of the Public Hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets
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make public comments on the day 
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JOB LISTING
Consulting firm based in Old 
Town seeking full/part-time admin 
assistant/analyst. Responsibilities 
include: word processing, 
answering phones, filing, research 
& data input, and basic editing 
(letters and reports). Word and 
Excel knowledge required. Casual 
dress.  In office position. Email 
resume and salary requirements to  
parttime.position2022@gmail.com

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING

Residential window cleaning 
inside and out. Serving the local 
area for 35 years. Family owned 
and operated. (703) 356-4459. 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured. The 
Montgomery family thanks you 
for your interest.
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Mason Montague Bavin, Realtor® | 703.338.6007 | mbavin@mcenearney.com | www.masonbavin.com | Licensed in VA

Old Town Alexandria 109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

It’s the little things that Mason gets excited 
about... like volunteering at the Historic Alexandria 
Foundation or The Washington Antiques Show. But 
what she loves the most is simply giving back to 
her communities. Following in the footsteps of her 
late mother (also a McEnearney Associate), Mason 
has helped her clients unravel the often messy and 
complicated process of buying and selling a home 
and find their special place in Alexandria. Connect 
with Mason to make your next move with a trusted

McEnearney Associate.

Mason Montague Bavin, McEnearney Associate

The Art of Local
Alexandria Living


