
ACPS results mostly 
higher than last  
year, lower than  
pre-pandemic
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Alexandria City Public 
Schools’ 2021-22 Standards 
of Learning scores improved 
from last year in three of four 
categories, though state of-

ficials said the reading im-
provement was primarily due  
to lowered benchmarks. Even  
with the lowered standards,  
the city’s marks were lower 
than those prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The performance of ACPS 
also lagged behind that of Vir-
ginia as a whole in every cate-
gory by at least 11 percentage 

points, with Alexandria stu-
dents achieving a lower than 
50% proficiency in both math 
and science. The SOL scores 
were released by the Virginia 
Department of Education  
last week.

For the 2021-2022 school 
year, ACPS had a pass rate of 
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The performance of ACPS lagged behind that of Virginia as a whole 
in every category by at least 11 percentage points.

Predicting the 
forecast
What Alexandria’s 
demographic trends 
say about city’s future 
BY MARK EATON 

It’s no secret that the City 
of Alexandria is constantly 
evolving, nor that it will con-
tinue to evolve. But the ways 
in which this change comes 
about can be attributed to 
a variety of factors – one of 
which being the city’s demo-
graphic trends. According 
to experts, closely following 
these trends reveals quite a 
bit about what’s in store for 
the city’s future.

Karl Moritz, the city’s 
planning and zoning di-
rector, sees the COVID-19 
pandemic as a way to under-

stand the city’s demographic 
trends and what they fore-
tell. He said that demogra-
phers “both hate and love 
inflection points” such as 
the pandemic. Inflection 
points interrupt long-term 
trends that usually validate 
forecasts and can also pre-
dict the future. 

Moritz believes that 
the pandemic accelerated 
some trends, for exam-
ple, the transition to virtual 
work, and interrupted oth-
ers such as the year-to-year 
rise in Alexandria City Pub-
lic Schools enrollment after 
the 2007-2008 recession that 
resulted in the school system 
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Alexandria's marks were lower than those prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

ACPS PRE- VS POST-PANDEMIC 
SOL SCORES

2018-2019 2021-2022

READING

WRITING

HISTORY

MATH

SCIENCE

67.69%

70.25%

72.27%

70.32%

67.18%

60.94%

62.39%

53.90%

48.64%

48.68%
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The Department of Planning and Zoning's Jeff Farner  
and Karl Moritz. 
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OLD TOWN | 304 S. WEST STREET | $999,000

Fabulous 3 
bedroom,  
3.5 bath,  
TH/condo with 
rooftop deck. 
Open floor 
plan, eat in 
kitchen,  
gas fireplace 
and garage 
parking.
Enyoy 
courtyard 
location and 
brick walled 
patio. Blocks to 
Metro, shops 
and restaurants.

WARWICK VILLAGE

Light filled 3 bedroom, 2 bath end, townhome!  
Finished and conditioned LL with full bath.

Hardwood f loors, freshly painted, replacement  
windows, spacious kitchen, fenced rear yard 

with patio. Blocks to “The Avenue” in Del Ray!

GW PARK | 2500 KING STREET | $2,200,000

Spectacular restoration and renovation by Bluestone Builders! Enjoy panoramic views of the city, Al fresco dining and yard games. This stately brick colonial has 
four finished levels with 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, finished lower level with au pair suite and private entrance. High ceilings, wood f loors throughout, custom lighting 

and appointments. Off-street parking, 2 covered porches, green space. Blocks to Metro and shops.

COMING

SOON
ACTIVE

COMING

SOON

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 • Weichert 
Erin... always loved, never forgotten.

For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Let me put my 34 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
Good luck with the new school year!

Washingtonian Magazines Top 100 agents 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021
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In collaboration with the 
city, the Alexandria Health 
Department will host a vir-
tual information session about 
Monkeypox on Sept. 14. The 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

As Monkeypox cases in-
crease in the Northern Vir-
ginia area, public health 
officials will hold the meet-
ing to address concerns from 
residents in the community 
as well as give important in-

formation on how the virus is 
spread, common symptoms, 
vaccine eligibility and what 
the city is doing to keep resi-
dents informed, according to a 
press release from AHD. 

The meeting comes after a 
tweet by Mayor Justin Wilson, 
who informed residents that 
Alexandria had hit 50 con-
firmed cases of Monkeypox. 
Virginia as a whole has had 
over 353 confirmed cases so 

far, and in order to better edu-
cate the community about the 
virus, AHD is encouraging res-
idents with questions to attend 
the virtual meeting. 

Prior to the meeting resi-
dents can submit questions or 
concerns in advance by visit-
ing the city’s website, which 
also includes information 
about the spread of the virus 
and when to contact a doctor.

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

AHD to hold Monkeypox information session

The Alexandria Harmo-
nizers, a barbershop cho-
rus in the city, will present 
their upcoming fall show-
case, “A Beautiful Morning,” 
on Saturday at the Rachel M. 
Schlesinger Concert Hall. 

Dedicated to the front-line 
workers who served Alexan-
dria during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the concert will of-
fer those individuals free tick-
ets thanks to a grant from the 
Alexandria Commission for 
the Arts. All other general ad-

mission tickets are offered at 
a discounted rate of $20. For 
the full “Harmonizer Experi-
ence,” which is $100, attend-
ees will receive the best seats 
in the house, a backstage 
meet and greet and a gift bag. 

The showcase begins at 7 
p.m. and will feature special 
guests 17th St. Dance, a tap 
dancing troupe; First Take, a 
new quartet; and Drew Tepe, 
a local pianist. 

“The opportunity to rec-
ognize pandemic workers and 

thank them has been some-
thing that [music director] Joe 
Cerutti and our music leader-
ship team has wanted to do 
since the beginning of the 
pandemic,” Susan Fitzpat-
rick, the Harmonizers’ gen-
eral manager, said. “I’m so 
excited that this can finally 
happen.”

For more information, 
email info@harmonizers.org 
or visit www.harmonizers.org.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Alexandria Harmonizers present fall concert

 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA HARMONIZERS
The Alexandria Harmonizers.

A 16-year-old boy died 
early on Monday after he was 
hit by an SUV while riding an 
electric scooter in the city, 
the Alexandria Police Depart-
ment confirmed.  

According to APD, on the 

morning of Aug. 27 Miguel 
Rivera was riding south on 
Beauregard Street and try-
ing to turn left onto Sanger 
Avenue when he was hit by a 
Black Toyota RAV-4 driving 
north. 

At approximately 10:20 
a.m., APD officers responded 
to the incident and took Ri-
vera to the hospital, who suc-
cumbed to his injuries after 
one week in the ICU.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Teen killed in scooter incident
WEEKLY BRIEFING

FALL2022

For more fall events and activities, 
check out: VisitAlexandria.com/Fall

Corporate Partner: 

Old Town Cocktail Week

20th Annual Alexandria Old Town 
Art Festival (at John Carlyle Square) 

80th Annual Historic  
Alexandria Homes Tour 

Alexandria Colonial Tours’  
Ghost & Graveyard Tour

27th Annual Art on the Avenue

Old Town OysterFest 

Fall Harvest Festival at  
Mount Vernon 

Del Ray Halloween Parade

SEPT 
24

SEPT 
9-18

OCT 
(Nightly)

OCT
1

OCT
15-23

OCT 
22-23

SEPT 
17

OCT 
30

Visit our website alextimes.com

Have you subscribed to our E-Edition yet?  
Receive your news a day early!

Subscribe Now
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The Department of Trans-
portation and Environmen-
tal Services began repaving 
and conducting street main-
tenance on Tuesday, with the 
project expected to last 10 
days. T&ES is responsible for 
the maintenance and repair 
of sidewalks, alleys and more 
than 561 lane miles of road in 
the City of Alexandria, accord-
ing to a T&ES update.

Alexandria residents who 
live on affected streets will 
be notified via project signs 
and/or letters. Temporary 

“No Parking” signs will also 
be posted before work begins, 
and it is vital for anyone park-
ing in affected areas to observe 
these signs to avoid tickets  
and towing. 

Citywide street resurfacing 
will affect the following areas: 
Bennett Street (from Say-
lor Place to end); Saylor Place 
(entire length); Sterling Ave-
nue (from North Quaker Lane 
to end); Coventry Lane (from 
North Quaker Lane to end); 
South Floyd Street (from Duke 
Street to Wheeler Avenue); 

Notabene Drive (from Old Do-
minion Boulevard to Four Mile 
Road); Four Mile Road (from 
Mount Vernon Avenue to Flor-
ence Drive); Aspen Street 
(from Landover Road to Rus-
sell Road). 

The citywide street resur-
facing programs reflect the 
city's commitment to keeping 
infrastructure in good condi-
tion so pedestrians, cyclists, 
motorists and other users can 
safely travel through the city, 
the T&ES update said.

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

Street maintenance begins

September marks the start 
of National Suicide Prevention 
Month, and the Department of 
Community and Human Ser-
vices is encouraging residents 
to help raise awareness by pro-
moting free resources.

DCHS is promoting online 
resources on Facebook and 
Twitter, and residents are en-
couraged to share these posts 
with their networks. The re-
sources include ways to rec-
ognize the signs of suicide, 
get help and support someone 
in crisis, support their own 

and others’ mental health 
and get involved in suicide 
prevention efforts, according 
to a news release.

Besides promoting re-
sources and education, Al-
exandria residents can obtain 
free firearm locks and medicine 
lock boxes through the Lock & 
Talk program. According to the 
American Foundation for Sui-
cide Prevention, firearms ac-
counted for 53 % of all suicide 
deaths in 2020, and 19% of peo-
ple who complete suicide use 
poison or medication. 

Firearm locks and medi-
cine lock boxes are available at 
the following locations: Alex-
andria Sheriff’s Office; Clerk 
of the Circuit Court’s Office; 
Alexandria Health Depart-
ment and DCHS.

For more information, to 
learn about the new  National 
Suicide Prevention Hotline 
“988” or to access local help 
directly through Crisis Link: 
Text “CONNECT” to 85511 or 
call 703-527-4077.

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

City launches suicide prevention efforts
FILE PHOTO

Alexandria residents can obtain free firearm locks and medicine lock boxes through the Lock & Talk program.

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Distinguished Gentleman
Winston is the picture of companionship for humans 
of all ages. This dashing beagle considers himself a spry 
fellow, despite his honorific as a Senior. Winston is the 
most gentle, sweet fellow ever. His  priorities focus on a 
leisurely sniffing walk, a small bowl of kibble, followed 
by snuggling with his favorite people. Could that be you?

Meet Winston!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  SEPTEMBER 8, 2022 | 5 

60.94% in reading; 62.39% 
pass rate in writing; 53.90% 
pass rate in history and social 
science; 48.64% pass rate in 
mathematics; and 48.68% pass 
rate in science.

Comparatively, the 2021-
2022 VDOE statewide results 
revealed a pass rate of 73.12% 
in reading; 64.74% pass rate 
in writing; 65.75% pass rate 
in history and social science; 
66.37% pass rate in mathe-
matics; and 65.01% pass rate in 
science. Alexandria’s perfor-
mance in math was 17.73 per-
centage points lower than the 
statewide totals, while the sci-
ence scores were 16.33 per-
centage points lower than 
Virginia as a whole.

According to Charles Pyle, 
VDOE director of communi-
cations, the results are some-
what misleading because the 
state introduced new read-
ing tests in 2021 that require 
lower proficiency benchmarks, 
meaning they were easier tests 
than previous school years. 

VDOE’s statewide assess-
ment change was the result of a 
process that included multiple 
committees of teachers and ex-
perts reviewing the prior tests 

and making recommendations 
on what should be the cut score 
for proficiency and advanced 
proficiency. Those recommen-
dations were presented to the 
Board of Education in Novem-
ber 2020, and even though the 
state’s superintendent of pub-
lic instruction recommended 
cut scores slightly above those 
recommended by the teacher 
committee, the board went 
with the teacher committee’s 
recommendation. 

The most recent reading 
results understate the amount 
of learning loss, he said. 

“We had a change in the 
assessment. When the stu-
dents took the reading tests 
before the pandemic, it was a 
more rigorous test,” Pyle said. 
“And so, during 2020-2021 
and 2021-2022, the students 
were taking reading tests with 
a lower passing benchmark 
and so the effect is to under-
state the amount of learn-
ing loss compared with what 
we likely would have seen had 
students taken reading tests 
with the same level of rigor as 
the tests that they took before 
the pandemic.”

Locally, in the 2020-2021 
school year, ACPS had a pass 
rate of 57.42% in reading; 

81.86% in writing; 45.18% in 
history and social science; 
39.71% in mathematics; and 
43.53% in science. 

The statewide 2020-2021 
results were a mixed bag. Vir-
ginia had a pass rate of 69.34% 
in reading; 69% in writing; 
54.54% in history and social 
science; 54.18% in mathemat-
ics and 59.45% in science. 

Although ACPS’ reading 
pass rate is up 4% from 2021 
– 57.42% to 60.94% – and its 
mathematics pass rate is up 9% 
from 2021 – 39.71% to 48.64% 
– the results are skewed 
due to the reduction in stu-
dent participation during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While 
in a typical year participation 
is in the upper 90s, Pyle said, 
during the 2020-2021 school 
year, many assessments had 
lower than 75% participation. 

According to ACPS data, 
writing and history/social sci-
ence contained less than 30% 
of the typical student popula-
tion assessed during the 2020-
2021 school year.

The pandemic had an im-
pact on many subject areas, 
particularly science, which 
consists of cumulative tests. 
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ALEXANDRIA VS VIRGINIA 
2021-22 SOL SCORES

ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA

READING

WRITING

HISTORY

MATH

SCIENCE

60.94%

62.39%

53.90%

48.64%

48.68%

73.12%

64.74%

65.75%

66.37%

65.01%

DATA/VIRIGINIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND CHART/JESSICA KIM
Alexandria students achieved a lower than 50% proficiency in both math and science. 

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN 
PHILHARMONIC'S DYNAMIC 

22/23 SEASON IS HERE!   
FEATURING 4 MUSIC DIRECTOR
FINALISTS GUEST CONDUCTING

 

VIEW
FULL

SEASON
& 

GET 
TIX

 HERE

ALL CONCERTS HELD AT  GW MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL

SEASON FLEX
PASS $100

~
18 & UNDER

FREE
~

SINGLE TIX
$25

AT

alexandriatimes

follow us on 
instagram 
#alexandriatimes #alextimes 
#alexandriava #alxva

Leave us a like or
tag us in your posts!
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Fifth and eighth grade SOL 
tests assess content taught 
over several years, for exam-
ple, which greatly affected the 
students who missed instruc-
tion when then Gov. Ralph 
Northam (D) closed schools in 
2020 due to the pandemic. Be-
cause classes were virtual, stu-
dents weren’t able to utilize 
school laboratories for proj-
ects, which Pyle said signifi-
cantly affected the cumulative 
science tests. 

“When you look at the 
2020-2021 results you have 
to keep in mind that there’s a 
lot of context there in terms of 
the level of participation in the 
tests, and that can make a big 
difference,” Pyle said.  

That’s why a more accurate 
picture is to compare the 2021-
2022 SOL scores with the 2018-
2019 scores, as the latter took 
place before the pandemic. 

In 2018-2019, ACPS had a 
pass rate of 67.69% in reading; 
70.25% pass rate in writing; 
72.27% pass rate in history 
and social science; 70.32% 
pass rate in mathematics; and 
67.18% in science. 

Statewide, in 2018-2019, 

Virginia had a pass rate of 
77.55% in reading; 75.74% in 
writing; 79.99% in history and 
social science; 82.05% in math-
ematics and 80.91% in science. 

ACPS therefore is down 
7% from 2018-2019 in its read-
ing pass rate, from 67.69% to 
60.94%. The district is down 
21% from 2018-2019 in its 
mathematics pass rate, from 
70.32% to 48.64%.

Jillian Balow, Virginia’s 
current superintendent of pub-
lic instruction, said one major 
takeaway from this year’s re-
sults is that in-person instruc-
tion is important in improving 
learning overall. 

  “The bottom line is that 
in-person instruction matters. 
When we compare the 2021-
2022 data with achievement in 
2020-2021 – when the majority 
of our students were learning 
remotely or on hybrid sched-
ules – we can see the differ-
ence our teachers made once 
they were reunited with their 
students in their classrooms,” 
she said in a statement.

School Board member Ash-
ley Simpson Baird said this 
year’s scores show that ACPS 
is rebounding – particularly 
when it comes to Hispanic 

students, English language 
learners and economically 
disadvantaged students, who 
have demonstrated some of the 
largest gains – but not yet fully 
back to pre-pandemic levels.

“This is hopeful but we still 
have work to do,” Baird said in 
a statement. “What we need 
most is time. The latest re-
search indicates that it will 
take several years to get to full 
recovery. To get there we need 
to continue to strengthen Tier 
1 instruction and ensure that 
our Multitiered Systems of 
Support are getting students 
the interventions they need to 
perform on grade level.”

Clinton Page, ACPS’ chief 
of accountability and re-
search, echoed this sentiment, 
emphasizing that a full recov-
ery from the pandemic’s ef-
fects is still on the horizon. 

“With the increases seen 
in reading, math and sci-
ence, pass rates have yet to 
equal those seen prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and con-
tinue to reinforce the need 
to focus on connection, sup-
port and recovery for ACPS 
students, staff and families,” 
Page said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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FILE PHOTO
Data indicates that in-person instruction helps improve overall learning. 

20th Annual

ART FESTIVAL

ALEXANDRIA
OLD TOWN

(previously on King St.)

Outdoors at John Carlyle Square
300 John Carlyle Square

Alexandria, VA

FREE ADMISSION

Sat./Sun. 10am - 5pm
Sept. 17th - 18th 

Bashar & Roula Jarjour

AT
@AlexTimesNews

follow us on twitter
Get the latest news update in real time.
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becoming one third larger – 
growing to more than 15,000 
students today.

Housing supply  
and affordability

Moritz sees Alexandria’s 
affordable housing crisis 
as the culmination of a de-
cades-long perfect storm, 
stating that the pandemic ex-
acerbated the issue. 

“It’s been long term, but all 
of a sudden it’s even worse,”  
he said. 

On the supply side, P&Z 
estimates that from 2000 to 
2020 Alexandria lost 14,300 
market-affordable units. On 
the demand side, a decline in 
federal funding, and growth 
in accommodation, food ser-
vice, health care and construc-
tion jobs all contributed to the 
housing affordability crunch.

P&Z’s data shows that low 
to moderate income Alexan-
drians, or those with incomes 
up to $75,000, spend more 
than 30% of household in-
comes on housing, at the ex-
pense of healthcare, education 
and savings.  

Moritz pointed to an in-
crease in the city’s affordable 
housing pipeline, almost all of 
which is multi-family housing.

“It is important to us that … 
Alexandrians may find them-
selves unable to live here any 
longer, he said, adding that 
while macro-level data is use-
ful, “the housing issue crystal-
izes at the household level.” 

Moritz said the level of 
approved but unbuilt devel-
opment is “well above our 10-
year expectation,” which he 
views as a measure of whether 
the city is successfully en-
abling housing development.

City approvals do not auto-
matically translate into more 
housing. Jeff Farner, P&Z’s 
deputy director for long-
term and strategic planning, 
pointed to the multiple causes 
at work in housing develop-
ment. Farner said that own-
ers, lenders, contractors and 

building materials suppliers all 
play critical roles in increasing 
housing inventory.

“There is a lot of oppor-
tunity in our city to have 
growth,” he said. “Take a look 
at Eisenhower East – around a 
Metro station, prime location, 
and there are surface parking 
lots. There is a logical ques-
tion: How is that possible?”  

Virtual work and 
commercial real estate

According to Moritz, even 
before the pandemic began 
the city’s Class B and C of-
fice buildings had high va-
cancy rates- an issue that P&Z 
was actively studying. Early 
in the pandemic some Alex-
andria commercial landlords 
successfully converted offices  
to residences. 

According to RENTCafe, 
which tracks adaptive re-
use in urban areas, Alexan-
dria was one of the top five 
cities that had the most of-
fice to apartment conversions 
in 2020 and 2021; the others 
were major metropolitan ar-
eas. Alexandria has also seen 
its first office-to-school con-
version with Ferdinand T. Day  
Elementary School.

Moritz sees an import-
ant collateral effect of 
office-to-residential conver-
sions: the retail mix around 
office buildings, mostly in-
volving lunches for office 
workers, changes and broad-
ens to meet the demands of 
residents when those build-
ings contain apartments and 
condominiums, many of which 
were work spaces for residents.

Changing patterns  
in street use

Another trend acceler-
ated by the pandemic was a 
change in street use. A com-
munity consensus permitted 
reduced street parking to fa-
cilitate outdoor activities with 
lower pandemic-related risks, 
for example, outdoor dining, 
food delivery, take-out pickup 
and bike lanes. Moritz believes 
that lower King Street would 

ultimately have been closed to 
vehicular traffic but the tim-
ing of the closing was acceler-
ated by the pandemic.

Farner said that the pan-
demic accelerated the effect 
of online shopping by those in 
the upper income strata. 

“People realized that 
things that seemed foreign or 
incapable of being done before 
were done. People realized 
how much of that can hap-
pen,” he said.

Predicting school 
enrollment 

Moritz and Farner closely 
follow ACPS enrollment 
trends, and where students 
come from. Moritz highlighted 
the importance of explaining 
to the world what was happen-
ing in 2008 when enrollment 
growth accelerated and a de-
bate took place over 
whether the increases 
were transitory. At 
that time, school en-
rollment forecasting  
relied primarily on 
the cohort survival 
method which pro-
jected growth, or de-
cline, in enrollment in 
a grade level over a pe-
riod of years based on 
the ratio of students 
who were enrolled each of the 
previous years, the “survival 
rate.”

Moritz and ACPS dug 
deeper, looking at the specif-
ics of each building – its age, 
height, capacity, style, afford-
ability – in order to determine 
what was predictive. 

“The more affordable hous- 
ing is, the more likely you will 
get some families,” Moritz 
said. “It is actually the top 
end – single family homes of 
whatever value – and the bot-
tom end, garden apartments” 
that are primary engines of 
school enrollment for ACPS. 
Older apartment complexes, 
which consist of those more 
than 30 years old, tend to 
generate more children than  
newer ones.

Moritz said that “every cou-

ple of years we look at where 
all of the kids are and we look 
to see whether there is any 
change in the trends” of where 
ACPS students come from.  He 
said that about every two years 
the city matches the addresses 
of all ACPS students to build-
ings to determine student gen-
eration rates. 

“It’s important for all kinds 
of reasons – the kids’ educa-
tion [and] capacity planning,” 
Moritz said. “Our office is very 
much involved with the school 
system in collaborating on in-
frastructure planning.”

P&Z is working with 
ACPS, he said, to determine 
how much capacity can be 
added to existing schools 
and where new schools are 
necessary and that three or 
four potential new school 
sites have been ident- 

ified, such as one 
at North Poto-
mac Yard and an-
other near South 
Pickett and Van 
Dorn in the West 
End, and a third 
being explored  
in Eisenhower 
East. These sites 
are part of Small 
Area Plans that 
have recommen-

dations for school sites. P&Z 
and ACPS will report to City 
Council and the School Board 
this fall about school capacity 
options.

Home to Gen X
According to Mortiz, Alex-

andria’s reputation as a haven 
for Gen Xers is deserved. 

“It continues to be true that 
jurisdictions like Alexandria 
have kids grow up here … and 
they go off into the world but 
a lot of people come to Alex-
andria or the Washington re-
gion to get a job,” he said. “A 
lot of people arrive in that 21, 
22, 23-year-old range. This is 
a region that has an influx of 
people of that age group and 
Alexandria gets our share.”

Equity and diversity
Moritz and Farner identi-

fied the city’s three “islands 
of disadvantage” – Arlandria, 
Landmark/Van Dorn and Be-
auregard – where communi-
ties struggling with poverty 
and inequity are adjacent to 
affluence and mobility. For ex-
ample, in a census tract sepa-
rated by West Glebe Road the 
median household income 
was $166,000 – across the 
street the median household 
income was $49,370. White 
median household income, 
$122,401, is more than dou-
ble that of Hispanic, $60,637, 
or Black households, $58,821. 
Similar disparities exist in the 
percentages of populations in 
poverty and in the attainment 
of college degrees.

“A futurecast: more and  
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AUCTIONS 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIP-
MENT AND TRUCKS AUC-
TION. Weds., Sept. 11 from 9 
am to 3 pm. Large selection 
of equipment!  Bid live at 
3600 Deepwater Terminal 
Road, Richmond, VA or online 
at www.motleys.com/indus-
trial. Now accepting consign-
ments! Motleys Industrial. 
1-877-MOTLEYS. (VA16)

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide or in other 
states.  Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

BANK ORDERED AUCTION- 
Handyman Equipment, Tools 
& Trucks Inspections and 
Bids open 9/5 @1 Bids close 
9/12 @ 1PM Auction Online 
www.Dudleyauctions.com  
VAAF#1060

EDUCATION/
CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Avia-
tion training. Financial aid for 
qualified students - Career 
placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance SCHEV certified 877-
204-4130

HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS

NEED CDL DRIVERS?   
Advertise your JOB OPEN-
INGS statewide or in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach 
truck drivers. Call Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, 
landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results!  Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

Classifieds

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter
name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,
enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________
(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Retail License Application, page 11 This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please 
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

Playopolis LLC

Scramble

5412 Eisenhower Ave

Alexandria 

22304-4820

Wine and Beer On Premises

Laurence Smallman Managing Member

POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL  
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!

about the position…
Do you love working with your hands? Are you 
interested in construction and in becoming an 
electrician? Then the electrical apprentice position 
could be perfect for you! Electrical apprentices are able 
to earn a paycheck and full benefits while learning the 
trade through firsthand experience. 
what we’re looking for…
Motivated D.C. residents who want to learn the 
electrical trade and have a high school diploma or GED 
as well as reliable transportation.
a little bit about us…
Power Design is one of the top electrical contractors in 
the U.S., committed to our values, to training and to giving 
back to the communities in which we live and work. 
more details…
Visit powerdesigninc.us/careers or email  
careers@powerdesigninc.us!

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Lee Roy Steele
Lee Roy Steele
September 10, 1918 -  
September 13, 2011
Gone but not forgotten.
He sleeps in Jesus.

Your loving wife,
Mrs. Shirley Ann  
Sanders Steele
Your son,
Robert Lee Steele

In Memoriam

Subscribe to Alexandria Times 
E-edition to get your news delivered 
to your email Wednesday night. 
www.alextimes.com/ 
sign-up-to-receive-e-edition

Want to get your news 

a day before everyone else?
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more of our local deci-
sion-making is going to be 
saying, “Who does this im-
pact and is it going to reduce 
the disparities or is it going to 
increase disparities?” Moritz 
said. “People are more con-
scious now that the dispar-
ities are not something that 
will go away unless we are in-
tentional about it.”

 
Telework is here to stay

Moritz and Farner believe 
that the pandemic exacer-
bated social and economic 
disparities between, for ex-
ample, teleworkers and people 
required to report to a fixed 
work location, like restau-
rant workers. P&Z’s data  
shows that about 91% of the 
current teleworkers in met-
ropolitan Washington would 
like to telework full time or a 
few days a week. The growth 
of telework suggests that 
transportation demand to 
downtown areas will decrease 
and that economic develop-
ment in areas where tele-
workers live will increase.

Climate change and 
competitiveness

Moritz is convinced that 
climate change will greatly 
drive decision-making in the 
future. A visible example is 
the electrification of the city’s 
vehicle fleet. In Septem-
ber 2021, City Council estab-
lished an Energy and Climate 
Change Task Force to study 
issues such as community 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
Alexandria’s climate vul-
nerabilities, including pub- 
lic health and economics, and 
evaluate ways to adapt to cli-
mate change. In addition, the 
task force will identify ac-
tions to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions throughout 
the community.

“[P&Z’s job is] to help 
make sure that Alexandria is 
still a place that people love 
to be, not just that they feel 
good while they are here, but 
that they can find a place to 
live and get their daily activ-
ities accomplished without 
too much stress,” Moritz said. 
“We are at a point where peo-
ple are evaluating where they 
want live and they have a lot 

of boxes they are ticking off.”
Farner points out that af-

fordable housing is a key el-
ement of both equity and 
competitiveness. 

“If we are going to attract 
people, keep people, housing 
needs to be affordable so that 
talented young people can af-
ford to live in the city,” he said. 

Longtime resident Da-
vid Speck, who grew up 
on the east side of Quaker 
Lane, highlighted that ev-
ery planning decision made 
for development comes with 
consequences and that “ev-
ery single square foot that is 
built on is one less square foot 
for open space.” This, he said, 
feeds into Alexandria’s peren-
nial dilemma of how to evolve 
while simultaneously retain-
ing a sense of community. 

“In my opinion the city has 
done a pretty good balanc-
ing act … and if we continue 
to conduct solid, professional 
planning maybe, just maybe, 
we will continue to pros-
per and grow and meet the 
needs of our community,”  
Speck said. 

-mre.eaton@gmail.com
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Historic Homes 
Tour returns 
80th anniversary 
tour to showcase 
Alexandria’s history in 
homes and art
BY KASSIDY MCDONALD 

On Sept. 24, The Twig, 
which is the Junior Auxiliary of 
Inova Alexandria Hospital, will 
hold the 80th Historic Homes 
Tour in Old Town from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The self-guided walk-
ing tour has been around since 
1941, and has helped showcase 
the rich history and beauty of 
Old Town to residents. 

The Twig has showcased 
houses, gardens and histor-
ical artifacts and artwork 
within these tours. Last year, 
the “Garden Glimpses Tour” 
was held in outdoor gardens 
instead of inside homes to en-
sure the tour was still safe de-
spite the pandemic. The year 

prior the tour was canceled 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

The tour will feature seven 
houses in Old Town, whose ad-
dresses will not be disclosed 
until a day or two before the 
event takes place, which is 
when the official tour book 
will come out. According to 
The Twig website, the tour “of-
fers guests an opportunity to 
enjoy Virginia’s lovely autumn 
weather and the sites of Old 
Town as they walk from home 
to home.”

Co-chairs for The Twig’s 
80th Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour, Cathy Kilcoyne 
and Rachel Bishop, have given 
a sneak peek of what visitors 
can expect on this year’s tour. 

The tour will take place in 
Old Town over a one-mile ra-

PHOTO/CATHY KILCOYNE
Participants in the self-guided tour can expect to tour a home  
that was the location of the Restored Government of Virginia during 
the Civil War.
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We’re changing from  
RUNNINGBROOKE  
to MOVE2LEARN, but  
our mission is the same:

Using movement to transform  
learning so all students have  
the tools they need to reach  
their highest potential.

JOIN US!  
move2learn.org

move2learnkids
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dius. Participants in the self-
guided tour can expect to see a 
George II oak table previously 
owned by Katherine Hepburn, 
tour a home visited by George 
Washington, tour a home 
which was the location of the 
Restored Government of Vir-
ginia during the Civil War, see 
a 50,000 year-old mastodon 
tusk, view a collection of hand-
crafted masks from around the 
world, visit a tucked-away gar-
den with historical artifacts 
and see a stonecraft believed 
to be created by Washington 
Monument stonemason. 

According to The Twig, the 
tour will also “feature a home 
recently featured in South-
ern Living magazine, a home 
shaded by a 75-year-old fig tree 
and a home with a guest room 
featuring an ‘Alexandria-cen-
tric,’ hand-painted mural.”

Each year, The Twig meets 
to discuss which historic 
homes should be included in 
the upcoming tour. Often, 
homeowners will agree to 
showcase their homes to help 
educate and give a close up 
look to people who participate 
in the tour. 

“Many of our Twigs are Old 
Town residents, so they will 
approach neighbors and what-
not. So we meet pretty early in 
the spring or summer to dis-
cuss potential homeowners. 
We also carry over on home-
owners that say ‘You know, not 
this year but maybe next year.’ 
We don’t do too many random 
knocking on doors … generally 
we have Twigs that know of 
homeowners that would be in-
terested in opening their home 
to support this worthy cause,” 
Kilcoyne said. 

Kilcoyne also said that 
homeowners who decided to 
showcase their homes will de-
cide on what will be accessi-
ble in their homes – whether 
they section off rooms or al-
low access to full floors in their 
homes. Twig docents, or vol-
unteers, will stand in various 
parts of the home and share 

interesting facts and historical 
information about the home 
itself, or a particular room or 
piece of art. 

Kilcoyne added that most 
of the homes don’t need stag-
ing and are “absolutely gor-
geous” as they are.

“These people have a pas-
sion and love for their historic 
homes and so there is no stag-
ing, it is their home as they live 
in it,”  Kilcoyne explained. 

The Twig also reaches out 
to local florists about donat-
ing their time and resources 
to help add an interesting ele-
ment of design to each home. 
Local florist shops donate 
elaborate arrangements to 
help add a pop of color or just 
a decorative touch. Generally 
the arrangements are placed 
in the foyer, entryway or on a 
dining room table in each of 
the homes. 

The floral arrangements 
are also usually created to re-
flect the homeowner and the 
home itself. Florists meet with 
homeowners prior to the tour 
date to discuss the design 
possibilities for their home’s  
arrangements. 

Kilcoyne said she is most 
excited for the tours to fi-
nally look like they used to  
pre-pandemic. 

“We decided our big cele-
bration is the 90th anniver-
sary of The Twig next year and 
we find that this 80th is just 
the celebration of returning 
back to the homes tour format 
… but every year is different,” 
Kilcoyne said. 

 The tour is switching to an 
E-ticket platform this year in-
stead of the paper tickets used 
in years past. All tickets are 
purchased online, a concept 
Kilcoyne says has “made the 
jump into the 21st century.” 
Tickets are purchased online 
for $40 or day of tickets for 
$45. Participants will receive a 
confirmation email with a QR 
code and then can stop at one 
of three pickup locations to 
get the tour book, which will 
act as an entrance ticket into 
each home. 

Proceeds from the Historic 
Homes Tour will benefit Inova 
Alexandria Hospital. The Twig 
works with the hospital to de-
cide where they will pledge the 
money made from the tour. 
In 2020 they pledged to the 
COVID-19 Emergency Pre-
paredness Fund. 

Recent pledges made by 
The Twig have “raised funds 
for [Inova’s] Simulation Skills 
Lab, which uses realistic an-
atomic models and simulated 
rooms for staff to practice 
team building, procedures and 
surgical skills, making the pa-
tient experience safer during 
real-life scenarios,” according 
to Kilcoyne. 

“It was grossly in need of 
updating at the Alexandria 
hospital and they really found 
it in need during COVID … 
where you couldn’t have too 
many open classrooms for 
training,” Kilcoyne said. “The 
simulation lab gave them 
the ability to go in and prac-
tice skills. So we’ve provided 
funds to update that simula-
tion skills lab.” 

Kilcoyne and Bishop are 
enthusiastic about the differ-

ence this year’s tour will make 
in fundraising for Inova. 

“Rachel Bishop and I are 
thrilled to be co-chairing 
the 80th Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour. We are thank-
ful for our gracious home-

owners who are opening their 
uniquely beautiful homes to 
the public,” Kilcoyne said. 
“Their generosity will enable 
The Twig to raise vital funds 
for our community hospital.”

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com

PHOTO/CATHY KILCOYNE 
The tour will feature seven houses in Old Town. The addresses will 
not be disclosed until a day or two before the tour takes place, 
which is when the official tour book will come out.  
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7-11
1025 W. Glebe Rd.
1667 N. Quaker Ln.

3023 Duke St.
331 S. Whiting St.

421 E. Braddock Rd.
 

24 Hour Express
4007 Mt. Vernon Ave.

 

CVS
433 S. Washington St.

503 King St.
5101 Duke St.
1680 Duke St.
3130 Duke St.

 
Giant

621 E. Glebe Rd.
 

Safeway
500 S. Royal St.

 

Virginia ABC
3678 King St.

501 Montgomery St.
4349 Duke St.

3817 Mt. Vernon Ave.
 

Walgreens
4515 Duke St.

 
Wegmans

150 Stovall St.
 

The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria thanks these
retailers for helping to prevent underage drinking. These businesses

successfully passed alcohol compliance checks conducted in July 2022 by
the Alexandria Police Department.  

Business owners and employees can be penalized up to
$2,000 and/or have their ABC license revoked by selling

alcohol to an underage customer, a violation of  Virginia’s
minimum-age alcohol laws. 

Thank you!

Learn more at PreventItAlexandria.org 
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How to navigate  
the ever-changing 
housing market
BY FRANK FANNON

The housing market in Al-
exandria and the region has  
appreciated tremendously in 
value from early 2020 to the 
spring of 2022. The increase in 

prices was driven by demand 
for housing in the region 
along with record low mort-
gage rates. This kept home 
payments low, thus borrowers 
were qualified to borrow more 
money which led to increased 
sales prices.

The rapid appreciation 
over the past two years has 

subsided and home prices are 
flattening due to numerous 
factors. The cost of borrow-
ing has increased considerably 
during the past three months. 
Three months ago, a $600,000 
loan at 3% on a 30-year fixed 
rate had a payment of just over 
$2,500 per month for princi-
pal and interest. Borrowing 
the same $600,000 today at 
5.5% will yield a monthly pay-
ment of more than $3,400, an 
increase of $900 per month 

on your payment in just  
three months.

The decrease in the stock 
and securities markets in 2022 
has slowed consumer confi-
dence, and many consumers 
are not ready to take on larger 
housing payments in uncer-
tain times.

Most of the homebuyers in 
the region for the remainder 
of 2022 and into 2023 will be 
buyers who are relocating to 
the area. The reason we will 
not see many current residents 
moving locally is that you 
can’t take your current mort-
gage rate with you. Most local 
homeowners have mortgage 
rates of 3.5% or less if they 
were able to take advantage of 
the low rates prior  
to April.

If you decide to 
sell your home and 
subsequently pay 
off a 3.5% loan, your 
next loan will be at 
a rate of 5.5% on 
the new property, 
which is not an at-
tractive or feasible 
financial move for 
most consumers.

The volume of transactions 
has slowed tremendously over 
the past few months and if 
sellers understand these cur-
rent dynamics, they can tem-
per their expectations.

Affordable housing is con-
sistently a challenge in the 

City of Alexandria, not only 
for homeowners but also for 
renters. More than 65% of Al-
exandrians live in rental hous-
ing and that percentage will 
continue to increase due to 
the high cost of home own-
ership. The housing stock 
in the city is growing rap-
idly with the construction of 
new housing. The vast major-
ity are new apartments and  
rental housing.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has raised housing prices for 
renters and homeowners due 
to various factors.

The cost of building ma-
terials has increased exor-
bitantly due to production 
shortages and supply chain 
challenges. Lumber prices 
have climbed by 250% in many 
places over the past year and 
the retirement of a generation 
of skilled laborers – includ-
ing plumbers, electricians and 
carpenters – has created a la-
bor shortage.

As a nation during the past 
20 years, vocational education 
programs have decreased, re-
sulting in a shortage of skilled 
laborers to fill these needed 
professions. With higher 
wages being paid due to the 
shortage of workers, this con-
tributes to higher housing 
costs to consumers.

Despite these current chal-
lenges, local real estate will 

continue to hold its 
value and appreci-
ate over time. Alex-
andria homeowners 
have benefitted 
with increased eq-
uity in their homes 
over the past two 
years and employ-
ment opportunities 
in the region along 
with the quality 

of life will keep property val-
ues stable in the foreseeable  
future.

The writer is a local 
mortgage banker and 

has been financing real 
estate in Alexandria for 

the past 30 years.

Ready, set, move

FILE PHOTO
Most of the homebuyers in the region for the remainder of 2022 and into 2023 will be buyers who are relocating to the area.

FRANK
FANNON

FINANCE

444 South Pickett Street, Alexandria, 22304
703-548-2320 
www.AlexandriaLighting.com 

info@alexlighting.com 
Mon-Fri: 8:00AM - 5:00PM
Sat: 9:00AM - A3:00PM

Since 1961, Alexandra Lighting has been lighting the region 
with a wide array of commercial, industrial and residential 
fixtures and parts. Our showroom has a wide range of styles  
on display and our supply counter carries a variety of 
lightbulbs, fuses and other industrial supplies. 

Now offering free local delivery! 

Celebrate the solstice with us on September 22nd with discounts up 
to 22% off and $1 cups of coffee from our Electric Café for inhouse 
guests!  We are delighted to invite you to our expanded showroom in 
our new West End location (directly across from BMW of Alexandria).
 
We have free garage parking, right behind our space.
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TimesLiving
BY RICHARD ROEPER 

The acrid fumes of 9/11 
were still smoldering above 
the World Trade Center site 
when a second wave of terror-
ism infiltrated America – this 
time coming via the U.S. mail 
system. If you’re old enough to 
remember those chaotic days, 
weeks and months in the fall of 
2001, you’ll recall how we were 
made aware of the terrify-
ingly dangerous and often le-
thal powers of anthrax spores, 
which were detected in a num-
ber of letters mailed to various 
news media headquarters and 
government offices, resulting 
in the deaths of five people and 
infections to at least 17 others.

These letters included such 
messages as “Death to Amer-
ica, Death to Israel, Allah is 
Great,” which had many be-
lieving a foreign enemy was 
once again attacking America. 
But as we’re reminded in the 
gripping Netflix documen-
tary “The Anthrax Attacks,” 
the investigation soon turned 
to domestic terrorism, and a 
number of suspects emerged 
– but it would be years before 
the case was closed.

Writer-director Dan Krauss 
takes a creative risk by com-
bining traditional nonfiction 
storytelling techniques with 
re-creations that go far beyond 
the usual shadowy-silhouette 
snippets. At times, “The An-
thrax Attacks” is as straight-
forward as can be, featuring 
interviews with journalists 
and scientists, archival news 

footage and graphics guiding 
along through the timeline; on 
other occasions, Krauss shifts 
to pure docudrama and we’re 
watching something akin 
to Clint Eastwood’s “Rich-
ard Jewell” film, with the in-
valuable character actor Clark 
Gregg (best known as Agent 
Phil Coulson in the Marvel 
Universe) portraying Dr. Bruce 
Ivins, the real-life microbiolo-
gist who was eager to assist the 
FBI with its investigation and 
even offered a couple of names 
of possible offenders – only to 
become the lead suspect a few 
years down the road. It’s a risky 
move to toggle between the 
two approaches, but thanks 
to Gregg’s grounded perfor-
mance and the fact that his 
dialogue is based largely on ac-
tual interviews with Ivins and 
Ivins’ own writings, it works.

On Sept. 18, 2001, let-
ters containing anthrax were 
mailed to the New York head-
quarters of ABC News, NBC 
News, CBS News and the New 
York Post, and to the tabloid 
publisher American Media Inc. 
in Boca Raton, Florida. Three 
weeks later, anthrax letters 
were sent to Democratic Sens. 
Tom Daschle of South Dakota 
and Patrick Leahy of Vermont. 
Panic ruled the day; anyone 
who worked in a post office 
and anyone who handled mail 
had legitimate worries about 
the contents of any random 
envelope. As we see in news 
footage from the time, a num-
ber of Americans were buy-
ing gas masks and stocking up 

on the antibiotic Cipro, which 
combats a variety of bacterial 
infections.

Says Paul Keim, an anthrax 
expert: “The thing that makes 
anthrax an exquisite biologi-
cal weapon ... is the spore form 
can exist for decades. ... It has 
to kill in order to survive. It 
has to kill to complete its life 
cycle.” Former FBI agent Brad 
Garrett talks of how there was 
a major fear this was indeed 
the second wave of a terror-
ist attack – but the data study 
matched a strain of anthrax 

originating only in American 
laboratories. “The person we 
were pursuing was one of us,” 
says Keim.

Although the news media 
and elected officials were the 
recipients of the letters, “The 
Anthrax Attacks" reminds us 
it was postal workers who ini-
tially handled the material 
– and employees Joseph Cur-
seen and Thomas Morris were 
killed by exposure to anthrax. 
The recording of Morris’ 911 
call is absolutely heartbreak-
ing, as he talks of being short 

of breath and says, “I suspect 
that I might have been ex-
posed to anthrax.”

Parallels to the aforemen-
tioned Richard Jewell case are 
particularly striking when 
a biological weapons expert 
named Steven Hatfill becomes 
the focus of the FBI’s inves-
tigation and is the target of a 
two-year campaign of wire-
taps, raids on his home, sur-
veillance and intense public 
scrutiny. We see a startling se-
ries of clips with many of the 
most high-profile news an-
chors of the time identifying 
Hatfill with the same term, 
over and over again: “a person 
of interest.” Here’s the thing, 
though: Hatfill wasn’t the guy, 
and he was eventually exon-
erated, as the case grew ever 
colder. Hatfill sued the gov-
ernment for infringement of 
privacy and received a $5.8 
million settlement.

In 2008, advancements in 
the science of analyzing ge-
nomes led to authorities trac-
ing all of the collected anthrax 
samples to a single flask of 
RMR 1029 – a flask Dr. Bruce 
Ivins had created for his ex-
periments. “The Anthrax At-
tacks” takes on the aspects of 
a thriller as we see Gregg as 
Ivins engaging in non-denial 
denials, while investigators 
wonder if his efforts to ostensi-
bly help them for so long were 
part of an elaborate scheme 
of misdirection. With the in-
vestigation closing in on him 
but no charges yet filed, Ivins 
committed suicide on July 29, 
2008. The FBI closed the case 
and destroyed the evidence. 
The case against Ivins seems 
solid, but there are those who 
maintain it wasn’t him. We’ll 
never know for sure.

‘The Anthrax Attacks:’ nonfiction  
storytelling with gripping docudrama

PHOTO/NETFLIX
“The Anthrax Attacks”reminds us it was postal workers who initially 
handled the material – and employees Joseph Curseen and Thomas 
Morris were killed by exposure to anthrax.
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How adding a bathroom 
can simplify home 
improvement projects
BY BRANDPOINT

Home renovation can be 
tricky, especially if you want 
to add a bathroom or kitchen 
to a part of a home where 
plumbing doesn’t exist. Add-
ing on to basements, at-
tics, garages and unfinished 
spaces usually requires break-
ing through concrete or doing 
a major structural renovation 
that can compromise a home’s 
structural integrity. However, 
above-floor plumbing like 
macerating toilets and drain 
pumps can simplify home-im-
provement projects.

There are many above-
floor toilets and other macer-
ating-technology products on 
the market today. But not all 
macerating systems are cre-
ated equal. If you’re planning 
to add an above-floor plumb-
ing system to your home, here 
are six things to look for when 
purchasing a macerating pump 
system for a new addition or to 

replace an existing one.

1. Quality
Home renovations can be 

expensive. It may be tempt-
ing to opt for cheaper options, 
but they might cost you more 
if they break or cause dam-
age to your home. This same 
principle applies when buy-
ing above-floor plumbing sys-
tems. While there are cheaper 
options out there, you’ll want  
to do your research and pick 
a product that is known  
for quality.

2. Manufacturing
Where a product is made 

can significantly impact its 
quality. In-house manufac-
turing means that a company 
can ensure the highest quality 
control possible, which isn’t 
guaranteed or easy to verify 
when manufacturing is out-
sourced.

Why does this matter? 
Knowing where your mac-
erating pump comes from 
can tell you about the qual-
ity and reliability of the prod-

uct. For example, a recognized 
brand of macerators like Sani-
flo is made and assembled 
entirely in-house in France. 
These products are shipped 
to the company’s headquar-
ters in North America and 
then sold to professional in-
stallers through the compa-
ny’s nationwide distribution 
partners.

3. In-country  
customer service

Opting for cheaper above-
floor plumbing solutions could 
lead to dealing with a defective 
product down the line. Your 
next step would likely be to call 
the manufacturer’s toll-free 
number to try to sort it out. 
But what if you’re met with 
customer service based in an-
other country, one that is un-
helpful, unreliable or just plain 
hard to communicate with? In 
contrast, communicating with 
U.S. or Canada-based cus-
tomer service agents should 
ensure quicker responses, 

Plumbing possibilities
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 PHOTO/BRANDPOINT
Above-floor plumbing like macerating toilets and drain pumps can simplify home-improvement projects.

HOMES 

Tickets are on sale now:
www.vts.edu/dust

Please visit the pub 1823 on the VTS campus for a  

pre-show dinner! ‘Best burger in Alexandria!’

World Premiere

October 13th - 16th
Virginia Theological Seminary
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more reliable problem-solv-
ing and more effective com-
munication. Purchasing from 
a manufacturer with a North 
American based salesforce will 
also ensure faster, more effi-
cient customer care.

4. Compliance
It’s essential to find out if 

any plumbing product is made 
according to U.S. codes and 
standards, especially when it 
comes to above-floor plumbing.

A reputable company in-
vests in testing its products 
to be in compliance with ma-
jor plumbing codes. This way, 
the product will be approved 
to be installed anywhere in 
the country while safeguard-
ing the customer from any po-
tential issues.

Macerating technology  
uses a pump powered by elec-
tricity, and any electrical 
product that contacts water is 
potentially hazardous. You’ll 

want to ensure the product is 
compliant with safety stan-
dards. Otherwise, you could 
be waiting for an accident  
to happen.

5. Warranty
Many above-floor plumb-

ing systems have a product 
warranty of up to one year 
only. This can be a problem if 
the product breaks down or 
fails down the line, resulting in 
costly repairs or replacement.

A major brand like Sani-
flo offers customers a stan-
dard three-year warranty for 
their macerating pump prod-
ucts. Also, they have offices 
and multiple warehouses th- 
roughout the United States 
and Canada, ensuring optimal 
availability and distribution, 
especially during global sup-
ply shortage challenges.

6. Insurance
As mentioned above, is-

sues can occur with electrical 
products that contact water. 

It’s crucial that you can insure 
these products should some-
thing occur. Not all brands of 
macerating pump products can 
obtain or even offer insurance.

To be specific, products 
should carry some type of 
third-party certification to 
vouch for their reliability in 
protecting property as well as 
the health and safety of those 
who use them. Examples of in-
dependent laboratories that 
test for compliance would be 
“CSA” and “IAPMO.”

These nationally rec-
ognized laboratories test 
products to conform with 
American Society of Mechan-
ical Engineers standards for 
code compliance in the United 
States and Canada. Without 
such certifications, products 
could be deemed unreliable 
or even unsafe by insurance  
carriers.

Using these six tips, you 
can choose the right above-
floor macerating pump system 
that will last for years to come. 
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It’s essential to find out if any plumbing product is made according 
to U.S. codes and standards, especially when it comes to above-
floor plumbing.

HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE
HOME OF THE WEEK

Located on one of Alex-
andria’s most coveted cul-de-
sacs, this classic colonial offers 
a welcoming front porch, ma-
ture boxwoods and a gracious 
double door entryway opening 
into a center hall foyer. There 
is a grand living room with  a 
gas fireplace and banquet 
sized dining room graced by 
crown moldings and built-in 
wet bar offering the perfect 
setting for entertaining and 

dining. This stately home fea-
tures hardwood floors in the 
living room, dining room, 
great room and multiple bed-
rooms. The charming, up-
dated kitchen with granite 
countertops has an elevated 
wood-burning fireplace and 
tiled floors. There are three 
upper-level bedrooms and 
an ensuite primary bedroom 
privately located on a sepa-
rate level. The two top level 

rooms offer a multitude of op-
portunities for a home office, 
playrooms or exercise stu-
dio. An expansive great room, 
with yet another fireplace and 
hardwood floors, is the heart 
of the home with space for 
large gatherings and opens 
onto the rear garden. Outdoor 
entertaining is a breeze with 
a covered backyard porch 
with a view of the exquisite 
fountain landscaped with 

mature plants and a flowing 
water feature surrounded by 
beautiful stonework. A large 
playhouse stands nearby pro-
viding a magical play experi-
ence for younger kids. There is 
an oversize garage with extra 
storage space and side porch 
with kitchen entry. This 
unique property is located 
close to four high schools, 
Amazon HQ2, Virginia Tech 
Alexandria campus, Ronald 
Reagan National Airport, the 
Pentagon, D.C. bridges and  
public transportation.

Gracious living inside and out

Address:  

1305 Chancel Pl.,

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood: Malvern Hill 

Price: $1,775,000

Bedrooms: 6

Bathrooms: 3.5

Year built: 1963

Contact:

Noel Kaupinen 

McEnearney Associates 

Realtors, Old Town

noel@noelk.com

www.noelk.com

703-200-1165

Open House,  

Sunday 9/11, 2-4PM

PHOTOS/TRUPLACE
Left: Front exterior.
Middle: Kitchen.
Right: Great room.
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Two stories in the Alexandria Times in the last two weeks high-
light the shift of our school district from emphasizing education to 
pushing ideology – and the dismal results this shift is producing. 
Any decision that doesn’t ask the question: “Will this decision help 
students learn better?” is ideologically focused rather than educa-
tion based.

Last week’s story “School Board ponders grading changes” re-
vealed that a consultant hired by ACPS is proposing, among other 
things, that penalties be removed for students who don’t complete 
homework – which would effectively make homework optional. The 
proposal was tabled after being roundly criticized, including by a 
student School Board representative, but School Board Chair Mea-
gan Alderton made it clear that she supports ultimate passage. 

It’s difficult to know which statements were most troubling from 
this meeting. Was it Alderton’s assertion that ACPS teachers “are 
pawns of the institutions that gave us our education”? Yes, we’re all 
influenced by the environment in which we are raised and educated. 
But labeling teachers as “pawns” is a step too far, as it implies that 
educators are not capable of thinking for themselves, or of sifting 
the wheat from the chaff. 

The most shocking revelation was that ACPS teachers were not 
involved in developing the homework proposal. Our School Board 
was asked to pass a radical departure from the way ACPS educators 
currently teach – four days into the school year – without giving 
them input into the proposal. 

That outgoing Superintendent Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., at 
his last School Board meeting voiced support for an ideologically 
rooted proposal from an outside consultant that teachers had no 
say in developing speaks volumes about his priorities during his 
tenure at ACPS.

While all manner of changes are being made in the name of “eq-
uity,” it’s amazing what hasn’t been done. From our perspective, eq-
uity in education should mean making decisions that are geared 
toward raising all students up.

Was it equitable that ACPS remained closed to large-scale, in-per-
son learning much longer than other school districts in Virginia, 
including longer than all of our Northern Virginia counterparts, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? Particularly when test results fairly 
quickly showed that minority students, English-language learners 
and students with disabilities – in short, the very groups that equity 
is supposed to help – were faring worst with remote learning? The 
achievement gap widened during COVID-19. There’s a straight line 
from this fact to decisions made by Hutchings and the School Board.

This week’s front-page story “Alexandria SOL scores lag behind 
state” on 2021-2022 school year Standards of Learning data further 
reveals the extent to which ACPS trails  the rest of Virginia in edu-
cating our students. It’s simply unacceptable that more than half of 
our students are not proficient in math or science – and that ACPS 
lags 17 and 16 percentage points behind the average Virginia school 
in these categories.

Yes, the COVID-19 pandemic hurt learning. But all Virginians 
were subject to the same pandemic. In fact, vaccination locations 
and medical care were much more readily available in Northern Vir-
ginia than in rural parts of the state.

When an ideological agenda is prioritized over educational at-
tainment – and is done as blatantly as it has been at ACPS these past 
four years – it’s apt to wonder just who the pawns are and what the 
chess master is after.

Education vs. ideology

PHOTO/ANDREW DUNBAR
Lee Street Park on Labor Day.

Rethink stream restorations
To the editor:

According to Mayor Justin Wilson, 
streams like Taylor Run, Strawberry Run 
and Lucky Run – which carry stormwater 
off city streets, parking lots and yards – 
are in the city’s crosshairs and must be re-
stored to reduce pollution that harms the 
Chesapeake Bay.

But restored - why and how, you might 
ask. The “why” is because the city says these 
stream channels are a big source of nutrient 
pollutants like nitrogen, phosphorus and 
fine sediments that can be washed down-
stream into the Bay when it rains. 

Although these stream channels are not 
actually the major source of the pollution, 
the city doesn’t really care because it sim-
ply wants to obtain credit for reducing this 
pollution. How does it do that if the streams 
are not the source of this pollution? It re-
lies on flawed quasi-scientific models that 
are supported by states like Virginia, which 

also doesn’t care about the science behind 
these projects. Both parties simply want to 
make the Environmental Protection Agency 
believe they have helped save the Bay by 
restoring urban streams like Taylor Run, 
Strawberry Run and Lucky Run.

In this arrangement, Alexandria receives 
a state grant to help fund this ecological de-
struction. Everyone wins except for the Bay 
and forested streams like Taylor Run, which 
are bulldozed and reengineered using what 
are perversely called natural channel design 
techniques.

This type of stream restoration also en-
ables Alexandria to avoid doing anything 
extra to curb the impact of development on 
these streams and the Bay. For example, the 
stormwater that runs off Bradlee Shopping 
Center, which carries pollutants of all sorts 
into streams including Taylor Run and into 

Your Views

SEE MACDONALD | 15

Our View Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement,  

of the Alexandria Times.

Your Views

Defending our teachers

the Potomac River and Bay, is not 
reduced under this restoration 
plan. The streams will bear the 
impact of this negligence. 

But hey, it’s easier and cheaper 
to claim you are simply trying to 
restore a stream running through 
a city park or near someone’s 
backyard than it is to fix the real 
problems.

The science supporting simi-
lar stream restoration projects is 
quite flawed. In fact, the streams 
are not to blame for the pollution, 
rather the stormwater gushing 
through these stream channels is 
the culprit. Under the city’s plan, 
tons of new sediment, along with 
nutrients, will be dumped into 
these stream channels to build 
new floodplains and create new 
meanders. The riparian forests 
will be cut down to make room for 
this “restoration,” thus depriving 
Alexandrians and the Bay of their 
ecological benefits.

Under this scenario, the 
streams will widen and deepen 
their channels again, as they re-
move all this artificial sediment, 
especially in heavily developed 

urban areas like Alexandria. This 
should not be a surprise to anyone. 

These streams can only be re-
stored if we address the root cause 
of the erosion in these streams, 
which is caused by stormwater 
runoff from city streets, parking 
lots and yards. Since the storm-
water is also the source of the 
pollution and the cause of urban 
flooding, what is  needed is a com-
prehensive plan to treat this water 
and slow its arrival into streams 
and, potentially, homes down-
stream. But that’s not what Wil-
son and city officials want to do. 

Several groups of citizens have 
made these points now for more 
than two years. On Sept. 10, at 
a public meeting run by the Vir-
ginia Institute for Engagement & 
Negotiation, we will see whether 
the mayor and city understand 
and care about the impact of these 
destructive projects or, if they are 
only concerned about receiving 
credits for doing nothing to pro-
tect or restore these streams or 
save the Bay.  

-Andrew Macdonald,
former vice mayor; 

chair, Environmental 
Council of Alexandria
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My View | Denise Dunbar

BY DENISE DUNBAR

What must it feel like to be revered in 
much of the world, yet widely reviled in 
your own country? Such was the fate of 
Mikahil Gorbachev, the last general sec-
retary of the Soviet Union, who died last 
week in Moscow.

His death has brought back mem-
ories for me and my former 
colleagues at the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, which I joined 
in 1986, just one year after Gor-
bachev became general secre-
tary. He quickly consolidated his 
power within the Politburo by 
promoting like-minded allies, 
then launched his perestroika 
and glasnost – or restructuring 
and openness – reforms.

In the last week, I have re-
connected with several of my CIA col-
leagues. Despite the passage of 36 years, 
we still feel the excitement of having been 
small spokes in an enormous wheel, work-
ing on something important.

We were in the Soviet division of the 
now defunct Office of Leadership Analy-
sis within the CIA. My “account” was the 
leadership of the 15 Soviet republics, from 
Ukraine to Kazakhstan to the Baltic states. 
While I didn’t directly write about Gor-
bachev, his policies impacted everything 
I did, as the reforms he launched led to a 
push for greater freedom both within the 
USSR and in the Eastern European coun-
tries behind the Iron Curtain.

It’s well-documented that current Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin was no fan 
of Gorbachev, and that Putin blames Gor-
bachev for Russia’s lost empire. Putin is 
correct that the empire would have lasted 
a bit longer if not for Gorbachev’s policies.

But the real wonder is how quickly it all 
crumbled and how explosive the pent-up 
desire for freedom and self-determination 
was in all of those countries and republics. 
It was like a lightning strike on a parched 
California mountain: the raging fire that 
perestroika and glasnost produced could 
not be contained before it consumed ev-
erything in its path. Which in this case 
was the USSR itself.

Of course, glasnost and perestroika 
were just the matches that set the fire, not 
its cause; those arid conditions had been 
almost 70 years in the making before Gor-
bachev arrived on the scene. A repressive, 

corrupt government coupled with a dismal 
economy was going to crumble at some 
point anyway. 

Yet absolutely no one within the CIA – at 
least no one I ever talked with, heard from or 
read anything by – was predicting that the 
collapse of the USSR was imminent.

There were definitely hints, though, 
that change was coming: first from then 

British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s statement that Gor-
bachev was someone the West 
could do business with, to then 
U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations Jeanne Kirkpatrick say-
ing in a talk at the CIA that Gor-
bachev was a “rose in a sea of 
gray” within the Soviet Union, 
to President Ronald Reagan’s 
“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this 
wall” speech at the Branden-

burg Gate in 1987.
I think Gorbachev had no idea what 

he was unleashing when he implemented 
his reforms. The consensus was that he 
thought he could make the existing sys-
tem work better. Instead, the pent-up de-
sire for freedom blew up the entire system, 
culminating with the coup attempt 31 
years ago that led to Gorbachev’s resigna-
tion and the end of the Soviet Union as we 
knew it.

At the time, this joke about perestroika 
was told:

A man walks into a bar and orders a 
beer. The bartender says, “That will be two 
kopeks. One for the beer and the other for 
the perestroika.” The man puts down two 
kopeks. The bartender picks them up, then 
hands one back, saying “We have no beer.”

Putin blames Gorbachev for that – and 
much more. It’s likely that Putin would 
have faced down the protests that oc-
curred in the Baltics and Poland and East 
Germany with force. Gorbachev bravely 
chose “the hard right over the easy wrong” 
and reacted with restraint. In the end, he 
chose the loss of an empire over mass de-
struction and death. 

Perhaps Gorbachev was something of 
an accidental statesman. But there’s a rea-
son he’s loved in the West much more than 
in Russia.

The writer is publisher and 
executive editor of the Alexandria 

Times. She worked as a leadership 
analyst at the CIA from 1986 to 1992.

Remembering Mikhail Gorbachev

DENISE
DUNBAR

To the editor:
In the Alexandria Times story 

“School Board ponders grading  
changes,” Sept. 1, 2022, Mea-
gan Alderton, the School Board 
chair, labels teachers as “pawns of 
the institutions that gave [them 
 their] education.”

“Pawn” is the opposite of how 
I would describe any of my child’s 
teachers. Let me be the first to de-
fend their honor against such ac-
cusations and demand for them 
an apology from the board. 

-Keith Anderson,
Alexandria

These streams can only be 
restored if we address the root 

cause of the erosion in these streams,”
– Andrew Macdonald,  

former vice mayor; chair, Environmental Council of Alexandria
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A fascinating map of Alex-
andria issued in 1845 by the 
noted map maker Thomas Sin-
clair documents an unusual pe-
riod in the city’s history, when 
it was still included within the 
boundaries of the District of 
Columbia, but just before steps 
were initiated to retrocede the 
land area on the west bank of 
the Potomac back to the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

The map was prepared by 
a young civil engineer, Mas-
kell C. Ewing, who was an 
1826 graduate of the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy at West Point, 
N.Y. Ewing’s skills as a topog-
rapher and his attention to de-
tail were considerable, and his 
documentation of Alexan-
dria that year offers numer-
ous clues to how the city had 
developed in the first century 
since its creation.

But the confluence of 
emerging geo-political and 
social issues in the region 
also foretold a future of vast 
opportunities and devastat-
ing threats. By 1845, Alexan-
dria had officially been part 
of Washington, D.C. for less 
than 50 years, but the eco-
nomic growth anticipated by 
its inclusion within the federal 
district fell short of expecta-
tions. Geographically, the dis-
trict’s diagonal boundary line, 
visible here on the left side of 
the Jones Point Peninsula and 

proceeding to the rural wilder-
ness beyond the angled turn of 
King Street at the top, slashed 
the southern downtown area 
into two parts without respect 
for the existing street grid or 
governance.

Although it was the ex-
pressed wish of George Wash-
ington that Alexandria would 
be included within the new 
capital, his extensive land 
holdings in the town he had 
helped create as a young sur-
veyor prompted Congress to 
amend the Residence Act of 
1791 to restrict the erection of 
all major federal buildings in 
the new capital to the Mary-
land side of the river. 

This instantly stagnated 
Alexandria’s economy and 
caused even its extensive port 
facilities to surrender their 
strategic prowess to the com-
petition upstream in George-
town. The new Chesapeake 
& Ohio Canal, under con-
struction between George-
town and the Ohio River, had 
threatened to further erode 
Alexandria’s strategic impor-
tance even more, but in May 
1830, Congress authorized a 
group of Alexandria business-
men to construct the Alexan-
dria Canal, linking with the 
C&O seven miles to the north 
and allowing cargo boats to 
avoid unloading their goods at 
Georgetown and to proceed di-

rectly to Alexandria instead.
The extent of earth move-

ment associated with the canal 
improvements needed to reach

Alexandria’s shoreline can 
be seen on the right side of the 
map, where the inland water-
course bends sharply to meet 
the Potomac River, dropping 
boats 38 feet through a series 
of four locks. But by the time 
the canal was complete, only a 
year or so before this map was 
created, it was largely obso-
lete due to construction of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
which bypassed Alexandria 
altogether.

Alexandrians were further 
discouraged by their inclusion 
within the national capital for 
other reasons. Although slav-
ery was still extant in Mary-
land and D.C. when this map 

was prepared, proposals to 
outlaw the trade through-
out D.C. scared Alexandrians. 
The Duke Street slave trade 
that moved enslaved Afri-
can Americans from Northern 
Virginia to the deep South was 
one of the city’s only thriving 
industries at the time, and the 
city relied heavily on slave la-
bor as revenues floundered.

The 1834 failure of Con-
gress to recharter the Bank 
of Alexandria only added to 
the town’s economic woes. 
Finally, the inability of D.C. 
residents to vote in national 
elections or be represented in 
Congress only further eroded 
Alexandrians’ confidence in 
their new governmental order.

When a referendum of res-
idents to secede from the Dis-
trict and return to Virginia 
governance was held on Sept. 
1 and 2, 1846, the vote was 
overwhelming in favor,

763 to 222, with a massive 
day-long celebration held in 
Alexandria on Sept. 19.

The vote would set the stage 
for the tumultuous changes 
to come to the city within the 
next decade and a half.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by the Office 

of Historic Alexandria. 
This article originally 

appeared in the May 26, 
2016 Alexandria Times.
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Weekly Poll

Pushing back against D.C. rule

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week  

Would you consider adopting or 
fostering one of the 4,000 beagles 
found at the Envigo facility?
41% I'd love to but can't.

35% No.

18% What happened at Envigo?

6% Yes, I have reached out already.

This Week  

Do you think removing homework 
as a requirement – by removing 
penalties for not doing it – for ACPS 
students is a good or bad idea?
A) Good.

B) Bad.

C) I'm not sure.

PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
The Ewing map from 1845.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

SHOWS UP by Dylan Schiff, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 Woman at a square dance
4 Some eat great white sharks
9 Like morning grass
13 Scrooge's cry
16 Shouts of enlightenment
18 Intrinsically
19 Upper regions of space
21 Big rig
22 What might be seen  

near a rave?
24 Tibetan dogs
26 Burmese ___ (invasive snake 

in the Everglades)
27 Feast
29 Facebook post
30 Tag call
32 Jamaican citrus fruit
33 Skier McKinney
34 "Boy!"
36 Barbershop sound
38 "Didn't I tell you?!"
39 Calf meat
41 Winter hrs. in Manitoba
42 Off-course
44 Jetta or Passat, slangily
46 Answer sheet
47 "___ me guess ..."
49 Greet someone from afar
51 Oil job
52 Brainstorm output
54 Use colored pencils

57 "Didn't I tell you?!"
58 Softest mineral
59 Chef Matsuhisa
60	 Pixar	clownfish
61 Sighting for astronomers  

or paparazzi
63 Dryer buildup
65 Tetris console
66 Whispery video acronym
67 Bud
70 Thin part of a wineglass
72 (I'm a cow!)
73 Has sushi, e.g.
75 Roll on a golf course?
76 Put out, as heat
78 Its "A" stands for "ale"
79 Misses the mark
81 Radiologists' scans (Abbr.)
83 Went for a volleyball, say
84 Early automaker
86	 Campus	official
88 "Leave that to me!"
92 BILLY bookcase seller
93 Russian refusal
94 Tiny bit
95 Spanish for "Come on!"
96 "Kinda"
98 Sigma follower
99 Satisfy, as one's thirst
101 Wheel rod
102 Groan inducer
104 Molecule component
106 Uninspired routine

107 Neighbor on
109 Marx follower?
110 Existing from birth
112 Source of Buffalo's  

lake-effect snow
114 Unexpected obstacles
116 Inanimate zodiac symbol
117 Some detect motion
121 For free
124 Super dupers
126 Travels by air
128 Geological spans
129 Shoot a basket, maybe
130 TV studio alert
131 Poker fee
132 Foxlike
133	 Sci-fi	vehicles
134 Styles of One Direction
135 ___ Perignon
DOWN
1 React in shock
2 "Greetings, sailor!"
3 A pest can get on yours (In this 

answer, read letters 7-4)
4 Standing offer (letters 6-3)
5 Gun, as an engine
6 Nursery bed
7 On the ocean
8 In stitches?
9 Downpour
10 Merman of Broadway fame
11 2007 Linkin Park single with 

the lyric "I'll face myself" 
(letters 7-3)

12 Magic 8 Ball response
13 Oscar won four times  

by Katharine Hepburn  
(letters 6-3)

14 French loves
15 Warn away from  

the Meow Mix, say
17 Trendy NYC neighborhood
20 Follower of Jah
21 Inbox clutter
23 Goes bad
25 In the slightest
28 Colorado Avalanche,  

formerly (letters 8-5)
31 Standard Father's Day gift
34 Stare foolishly
35 Actor McGregor
37 Attack with snowballs
38 Extraordinary
40 Ray from the X-Men's Cyclops
43 Mostly poisonous trees
45 ___-purpose
46 Next of ___ (closest relative)
48 Name that anagrams  

to 86-Across
50 Songwriters' dreams
53 European country dissolved  

in 1918 (letters 8-5)
55	 Snowballs,	in	a	snowball	fight
56 Unit of language
62 Answer the email of

64 Removed by ripping
67 Mani's go-with
68 In a frenzy
69 Au pair (letters 8-4)
71 Botched (letters 11-7)
74 Communicate with the hands
77 Lipton array
80 Stuff to the brim
82 Fountain drink
85 "Rugrats" dad
87 Dad's mom
89 Place to catch a cab  

(letters 5-3)
90 Contents of Pandora's box
91	 Overflow	(with)
97 Fan's opposite
100 "Big Brother" network
102 Aquarius follower
103 Far from hip
105 ACT and SAT
106 Washes the suds off
108 Tent protector
111 "Woe is me!"
113 Back in?
115 Met ___ (annual fundraiser)
118 "Pick me! Pick me!"
119 Name hidden in "astronaut"
120 Practice punches
122 Really digging
123 Appear to be
125 Critical hospital dept.
127 Title for Elton John

So
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BARBRA BOLEY, (90), formerly of Alexandria,  
Aug. 28, 2022
RAYMOND FREEDMAN, (89), of Alexandria,  
Aug. 31, 2022
ALDINA MAESTRI, (91), of Alexandria,  
Aug. 29, 2022
JOHN SWEENEY, (80), of Alexandria,  
Aug. 23, 2022
HELEN WOLFORD, (91), of Alexandria,  
Aug. 25, 2022
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SEPTEMBER 9

ROOK RICHARDS 
PERFORMANCE Rook 

Richards is a singer-songwriter 

and musician who is popular in 

and around Old Town. On Friday 

at The Light Horse he will play 

with his band, A Note Two Self. 

This will be the first full band 

show since pre-pandemic. 

Time: 9:30 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Location: 715 King St.  

Information:   

www.ANoteTwoSelf.com 

 

CIDER FOR UKRAINE Lost 

Boy Cider is partnering up with 

Mountain Seed Foundation 

to raise funds for Ukrainian 

children. Mountain Seed 

Foundation was established 

in 2021, with an aim to help 

children and their families caught 

in the war zones of Europe, 

particularly in Ukraine. The event 

will feature Ukrainian cider, a 

silent auction and a food truck.  

Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 

Location: 317 Hooffs Run Dr. 

Information:   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/

ukraine-fundraiser-at-lost-boy-

cider-tickets-393262387387?fb

clid=IwAR2flXzDQznXLw21Qfb

9Uqaia_goAroMiTwQpay5QB-

7SQnmZqrJsgRlN94  

SEPTEMBER 10

A BEAUTIFUL MORNING 
The Alexandria Harmonizers will 

present their Fall Showcase "A 

Beautiful Morning" at 7 p.m. on 

September 10 at the Schlesinger 

Concert Hall. The show will 

feature music of renewal, hope 

and gratitude and is dedicated 

to frontline and other essential 

workers who served our 

community during the pandemic. 

These workers are being offered 

free admission. 

Time: 7 to 9 p.m.  

Location: 4915 E. Campus Dr. 

Information:   

www.harmonizers.org 

CALENDAR

Form 806-4 (Rev. 09/2021). This is an official state document and all information contained or submitted therein is public 
information. Refer to Privacy Statement on the bottom of page two regarding personal/tax information.

Part 2: Retail License Application | 23

PART 2: POSTING AND PUBLISHING
PUBLISHING NOTICE

Full name(s) of owner(s):    
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation,  
enter name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private 
club, enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Trading as:     
  (trade name)

     
(Location where business will trade)

     
(city/town)

     
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

for a       license
 (type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

     
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

Date notice posted at establishment:  

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be  
registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 16.

Date received:  

Postmarked date:  

Receipt no.: 

License no.:  

OFFICE USE ONLY

Referred to:  

Date referred:   

Region:   

Territory no.:   

Application fee:   

License fee:   

CBC fee:   

Total:   

www.abc.virginia.gov/licenses  |  804.213.4400  |  7450 Freight Way . Mechanicsville VA 23116  |  PO Box 218 . Mechanicsville VA 23111

Kelel Tesfaye

Nazret Kitfo

656 A South Pickett Street

Alexandria

VA 22304

Mixed Beverage

Kelel Tesfaye

8/17/2022

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Let’s keep Virginia safe. If you see signs 
of human trafficking abuse, just call #77, 
and you can be a human-traffic hero!

Human Trafficking?

NOT ON MY ROUTE
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review 
LEGAL NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 

HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on Wednesday, September 21, 2022 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall Council Chamber, room 2400, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
on the following applications:

BAR #2022-00008 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 709 South Lee Street.
Applicant: Clare and Jen Little

BAR #2022-00300 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 410 Jefferson Street.
Applicant: Shirley F. Carroll

BAR #2022-00396 OHAD
Request for alterations at  
712 Wilkes Street.
Applicant: John Pontecorvo

BAR #2022-00416 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 712 Wilkes Street.
Applicant: John Pontecorvo

BAR #2022-00397 OHAD
Request for alterations at  
308 North Columbus Street.
Applicant: Peter Henry

BAR #2022-00398 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 308 North Columbus Street.
Applicant: Peter Henry

BAR #2022-00399 OHAD
Request for alterations at  
705 Devon Place.
Applicant: Patricia Mcallister

BAR #2022-00400 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 705 Devon Place.
Applicant: Patricia Mcallister

BAR #2022-00402 OHAD
Request for alterations  
at 508 North Washington Street.
Applicant: Anne Toth

BAR #2022-00403 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 508 North  

Washington Street.
Applicant: Anne Toth

BAR #2022-00404 OHAD
Request for alterations at 119 South 
Columbus Street.
Applicant: Kari and Paul Steinberg

BAR #2022-00405 OHAD
Request for demolition/ encapsula-
tion at 119 South Columbus Street.
Applicant: Kari and Paul Steinberg
BAR #2022-00407 OHAD
Request for alterations at 610 Mont-
gomery Street.
Applicant: Mark Mitchell, Jr.

Old and Historic Alexandria Dis-
trict (OHAD); Parker –  
Gray District (PG) 

Public comments will be received at 
the Public Hearing. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Samantha Lockwood at samantha.
lockwood@alexandriava.gov or 
make public comments on the day 
of the Public Hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Jackie Cato at 
jackie.cato@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 
alexandriava.gov/dockets

WHEREABOUTS
Anyone knowing the whereabouts 
of Mattie Nicole Sensat, please con-
tact Allen Harvey, Attorney At Law,  
PO Box 783, Hammond, LA 70404, 
985.634.9568

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING

Residential window cleaning 
inside and out. Serving the local 
area for 35 years. Family owned 
and operated. (703) 356-4459. 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured. The 
Montgomery family thanks you 
for your interest.

MOVERS
CONTINENTAL MOVERS 

Local long distance 
Free boxes 
$100 x 3 men travel time applied 
Insured bonded since 1995
www.continentalmovers.net
Cmora53607@msn.com
703-929-1302 / 202-438-1489

JOB LISTING
Chief Financial Officer Position

Purpose: To administer the finan-
cial affairs of the district. Looking 
for a candidate seeking a rural, safe 
community near Virginia Beach 
and Cape Charles, VA.

Qualifications: A bachelor’s degree 
with a major in accounting or 
business administration. Consid-
erable knowledge of accounting 
information systems and reporting. 
CPA with experience in education 
preferred. 

This is a full-time position and 
offers benefits such as Health 
Insurance, Dental Insurance, VRS 
retirement, Paid time off and so 
much more! Apply online at  
www.ncpsk12.com  

For questions, please call Amber 
Johnson at 757-678-5151 ext 2102 

Northampton County Public 
Schools is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer

PUBLIC NOTICE
Dish Wireless proposes to collocate 
wireless communications antennas 
at top heights of 155 feet and 162 
feet 4 inches on a 145-foot 4-inch 
building with an overall building 
height of 178 feet 8 inches at the 
approx. vicinity of 3201 Landover 
Street, Alexandria, VA 22305 Public 
comments regarding potential effects 
from this site on historic properties 
may be submitted within 30 days 
from the date of this publication to:  
Trileaf Corp, Courtney Meadows, 
c.meadows@trileaf.com, 8600 LaSal-
le Rd, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21286.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Ser-
vices 804-521-7576, landonc@vpa.net

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

✓Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience

✓Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
✓Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✓Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard

✓44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time O� er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A.

W
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H
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REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available
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Lauren Bishop
LICENSED IN VA | 202.361.5079
LBISHOP@MCENEARNEY.COM | LAURENBISHOPHOMES.COM

Lauren Bishop

109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity | *Represented the Buyer

117 N Fairfax Street | Commercial
Under Contract

636 N Alfred Street
Under Contract

601 & 607 Oronoco Street
For Sale

1501 Princess Street*
Just Sold

113 Cameron Mews126 S. Fairfax Street
For RentFor Sale


