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Alexandria Market House & city hall located on 301 King Street. 
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Haunted tale: The devil-bat 

Some business  
owners raise 
regulations concerns 
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Earlier this month, the 
City of Alexandria made per-
manent the parklet system 
that was installed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a way 
to keep businesses afloat when 
people could not dine inside 
restaurants. Now that the sys-
tem is here for good, those 

restaurants are adjusting  
to the changes. 

Established in 2020, the 
temporary policy allowed 
some eateries to create out-
door dining for the first time, 
while others expanded their 
current capacity. After shift-
ing to a permanent model, the 
city began charging fees for 
these parklets – which are de-
fined as an extension of a side-

Community
Make the most  

of spooky season.  
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The parklet policy was established in 2020 so businesses could 
stay afloat during the pandemic. SEE PARKLETS | 10

Legend says the  
creature protected  
Market Square
BY KASSIDY MCDONALD 

Alexandria is a city known for its rich history, shops, restaurants and, especially in 
October, its haunted tales. One legend in particular, the devil-bat of Market Square, is 
one that is not as familiar to many Alexandrians.

The legend is told in a 1976 publication titled “Alexandria Ghost Stories” by Eric Se-
gal, in which a man named Louie Robert recalls the legend of the devil bat to the au-
thor. The tale begins with Robert, who owned a framing shop on Cameron St. in Old 
Town. He had heard previous tales of – and then eventually saw – the devil-bat scare 
away a group of sailors.

Micheal Pope, a local author and journalist who also used to be a tour guide for 
Alexandria’s Ghost Tours, wrote a book featuring a collection of ghost stories called 

SEE DEVIL-BAT | 6

Restaurants adjust 
to fixed parklets
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Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1004 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | O: 703.229.8935 

Bonnie & Courtney Rivkin 

therivkingroup@compass.com
www.rivkinresidential.com
b: 703.598.7788 | c: 703.869.7788

This spooky holiday is one of our favorites and 
Alexandria offers so many fun activities and 
traditions! Here are a couple of our favorites -- 
will we be seeing you?

1. The Del Ray Halloween Parade: One of Del 
Ray’s favorite traditions! Children, strollers, pets 
and neighbors all stroll down Mt. Vernon Ave in 
their scariest Halloween garb. This year's parade 
is Sunday, October 30 at 2p!

2. Halloween on S. Lee Street: a must-experience! 
Every year, from 5p-8p, Lee street from King to 
Gibbon is closed...and the party begins!

We’ve made it easier to get in 
touch! Scan the code below. 

ACTIVE
709 Ramsey St
Alexandria, VA 22301
$900,000

SOLD 
603 Russell Road 
Alexandria, VA 22301
$1,225,000
Represented Buyer

Wishing Everyone a Safe 
and Happy Halloween!

SOLD 
2101 Mason Hill Dr
Alexandria, VA 22306
$1,075,000 
Represented Buyer

SOLD
465 Old Town Ct
Alexandria, VA 22314
$914,900 
Represented Buyer

Featured Listings & Sales
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On Oct. 25, The Alexan-
dria City Council approved 
the appointment of Kim Neal 
as the new independent po-
licing auditor. In her new role, 
Neal will “lead the effort to 
conduct independent investi-
gations of complaints and se-
rious incidents and will make 
recommendations on polic-
ing practices, policies and 
procedures,” according to a  
news release. 

Neal earned her bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion from Georgetown Univer-
sity and juris doctorate from 
the University of Baltimore 
School of Law. She is certified 
in compliance and ethics.

Neal is currently the direc-
tor of the Office of Police Over-
sight Monitor for the City of 
Fort Worth, Texas. She worked 
to design Fort Worth’s first re-
storative justice mediation 
program and established the 
agency’s model of oversight 
and accountability for their po-
lice department. Neal was also 
the executive director for the 
Citizens Complaint Authority 
in Cincinnati,  where she over-
saw the investigations of se-
rious misconduct allegations 
by police officers. She has also 
held senior-level positions cov-
ering diverse policy areas such 
as employment, higher edu-
cation, compliance and eth-

ics. Neal was also previously a 
professor of legal studies at the 
University of Maryland Global 
Campus in Adelphi, Md.

She is an active member of 
the National Association for 
Civilian Oversight of Law En-
forcement, International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police, 
National Organization of Black 
Law Enforcement Executives, 
Police Executive Research Fo-
rum, Ethics and Compliance 
Initiative and Society of Cor-
porate Compliance and Ethics. 

Neal is anticipated to be-
gin her new role as indepen-
dent policing auditor in early 
December. 

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com  

City names new independent policing auditor

The Fort Ward Museum 
will present a special tour in 
honor of Veterans Day, ac-
cording to a news release. 

On Nov. 12, there will be 
a free 90-minute tour in the 
museum in which attend-
ees will be guided through 
the museum, learning about 

Civil War veterans’ organi-
zations, the history of Fort 
Ward, army life in the Civil 
War Defenses of Washington 
and the design and construc-
tion of Civil War forts in the 
1800s. 

Visitors can also view the 
full historic sight with high-

lights; the reconstructed 
Officiers’ Hut, ceremonial 
entrance gate and the fully 
restored Northwest bastion. 

Please call 703-746-4848 
for more information about 
the event. Reservations are 
not required.

-awilson@alextimes.com

Fort Ward to hold Veterans Day tour

PHOTO/FORT WARD MUSEUM
The Fort Ward Museum will hold a special tour in honor of Veterans Day on Nov. 12. 

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Where it’s all about the HAIR!

210 South Union Street  
Historic Old Town Alexandria | 703-217-7077

If you’re passionate about BEAUTY
Join our expanding team of sylists and the 

concierge’s front desk. 3+ years of experience. 
Clientele preferrred, but not required.

Send your confidential resume to:
SalonMonte1@gmail.com

ALEXANDRIA
PASTRY SHOP AND CATERING

A delicious & convenient way to  
celebrate Thanksgiving! 

3690 H&I King Street Alexandria VA, 22302 • 703-578-4144  
www.alexandriapastry.com • catering@alexandriapastry.com

AT follow us on twitter
Get the latest news update in real time.

@AlexTimesNews
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The Potomac Yard Metro 
station is moving along, with 
the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority tweet-
ing on Tuesday that the first 
ever test train on Monday has 
gone through the station.

“Major milestone in our ef-
forts to complete the work for 
the new station,” the tweet 
reads. “Testing is on schedule 

& we appreciate everyone’s 
patience as our teams work to 
get the station completed.”

The milestone follows sev-
eral delays in the station’s 
opening, which was originally 
scheduled for spring 2022 and 
then fall 2022. Last month 
WMATA stated that the Po-
tomac Yard Metro opening 
would be pushed back to 2023, 

due to issues with the under-
lying soil that affected the sta-
bility of the ground beneath 
the tracks. 

The closure includes six 
stations south of Reagan Na-
tional Airport, and free shut-
tle bus service will continue to 
be available through the ex-
tension.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

First test train runs at Potomac Yard Station

The Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra will give away 100 
free tickets for the concert 
on Nov. 12 for newly-arrived 
members in the community 
from Afghanistan.

The ASO has received 
$5,000 in corporate sponsor-
ship from three area Walmart 
stores to be able to make  
this possible. 

At the concerts on Nov. 12 
and Nov. 13, two newly- ar-
rived members of the Afghan 

community will join the ASO 
for both concerts. The first is 
Negin Khpalwak, former con-
ductor of the all-female Zora 
Orchestra in Afghanistan, and 
the second is her husband Ha-
mid Habib Zada, who will per-
form a tabla concerto. 

The ASO will also be play-
ing arrangements of songs 
by Ahmed Zahir – who was 
known as the “Elvis of Af-
ghanistan” in the 1970s. In at-
tendance will be his widow, 

who fled Afghanistan after his 
death and now resides in Al-
exandria. His daughter, who is 
making a documentary about 
her father’s life, will also be in 
attendance. She will be film-
ing footage of the concert to 
use in her documentary. 

For more information 
on the concerts and how 
to get tickets, visit https://
alexsym.org/performance/ 
scheherazade/.

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com  

ASO to give away 100 free tickets

On Oct. 23, breast cancer 
survivors, families and sup-
porters attended the seventh 
annual Walk to Bust Cancer 

held at Fort Hunt Park in Al-
exandria. The walk was held 
by the National Breast Can-
cer Foundation and was both 

in person and virtual. $150,000 
was raised thanks to the efforts 
of those that participated. 

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com  

Walk to Bust Cancer raises $150,000

COURTESY PHOTO
Martha Carucci, executive director of the National Breast Center Foundation and Dr. Weintritt, founder 
of the National Breast Center and Foundation, attended the walk on Oct. 23.

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Wiley's best trick, which he is anxious to show off, is his well-
perfected sofa-snuggle. A handsome Collie-mix, Wiley has 
a keen interest in comfort, especially when it's cold out. A 
few short strolls each day make him happy; nothing too 
fast or athletic. Wiley will bring a calm presence to his new 
home, and his lucky human will enjoy a sofa-time upgrade.

Meet Wiley!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774

Tricks and Treats

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
600 Wolfe Street | http://thelittletheatre.com/

Murder, romance AND comedy!

The three best ingredients for a 
fun suspense-filled evening of 

theatre! This fast-moving, highly 
tense whodunit treats the audience 

to a remote mansion, a sleazy 
blackmailer, a trench coat clad 
detective and even a dark and 
stormy night. A once-wealthy 

mother and son struggle to keep 
up appearances at the old mansion 

but when a maid is murdered, 
everyone becomes a suspect. 

Oct. 15 - Nov. 13, 2022

**COVID Policy Revised - effective June 27, 2022. Please visit our website for details.

written by  
George Batson
produced by  
Carol Strachan
assistant producer, 
Hilary Adams
directed by  
Jessie Roberts
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“Ghosts of Alexandria.” One 
of the tales in Pope’s book de-
tails Robert’s recollection to 
Segal of the devil-bat living 
in the belfry of city hall, look-
ing over the city to protect its 
clock tower.

Pope’s book retells the leg-
end of the devil-bat in an in-
teresting way. 

“I bounced off the idea of 
the devil-bat as being like a 
concept or a recurring theme. 
The lack of affordable housing 
is a devil-bat … using the dev-
il-bat as a way to think about 
problems that plague the city 
and never seem to go away. 
There’s always a devil-bat. 
Flooding in Del Ray is a dev-
il-bat. The metro being shut 
down is a devil-bat,” Pope said. 

Not only does Pope retell 
the tale of the devil-bat in his 
book, he also includes other 
ghost stories like the female 
stranger, a more well known 
tale. Pope said that a lot of Al-
exandrians know about the fe-
male stranger but not many 
know about the devil-bat. 

“It’s kind of a more obscure 
Alexandria legend,” Pope said. 
“I would not have known about 
it unless Eric Segal wrote about 
it in his booklet. I’m glad that 
he did sort of write down this 
legend that he got from Louie 
Robert because I would have 
not heard about it.” 

Since Alexandria’s found-
ing, and then in 1817 when Al-
exandria built the clock tower 
for city hall, the legend of the 
so-called devil-bat has been 
around. The animal eventu-

ally began living in the clock 
tower until a fire destroyed it. 
The city worked to rebuild the 
structure and once it was re-
built in 1871, legend says that 
the devil-bat returned to its 
original home.

Several reports claimed 
that the devil-bat had flown 
over the city at night and some 
residents had claimed they 
had seen it, but the most fa-
mous sighting was when Rob-
ert saw the devil-bat chase 
away a group of drunken sail-
ors one night. The North Boat 
used to come into the city and 
would bring a typically rowdy 
crowd, according to Robert in 
Segal’s publication.

“No, ‘twasn't long ago that 
the North Boat used to come 

DEVIL-BAT FROM | 1
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 PHOTO/ERIC SEGAL'S “ALEXANDRIA GHOST STORIES”
An illustration from “Alexandria Ghost Stories” of the devil-bat who 
lived in the city hall bell tower. 

It’s kind of a more obscure Alexandria legend. I would not have 
known about it unless Eric Segal wrote about it in his booklet. I’m 

glad that he did sort of write down this legend that he got from Louie 
Robert because I would have not heard about it,”

– Micheal Pope,  
journalist and author

Townsend Allen “Van” Van Fleet of Old 
Town Alexandria, Va. passed away peacefully at 
home on Oct. 17. Van was born on January 12, 
1935 in San Francisco, Calif. to Allen and Elle-
nia Van Fleet.

 He was a 1958 graduate of West Point and 
retired as a Colonel in 1981. He served a tour 
as an artillery advisor to the South Vietnamese 
in 1969. 

After retiring from the military he founded 
his governmental relations firms, Van Fleet As-
sociates, MOVAN, and Legislative Associates 
International. 

He lived in Alexandria for more than 40 
years where he was active in community poli-
tics. He served with the Old Town Civic Asso-
ciation, the Waterfront Commission and the 
Federation of Civic Association. He unsuccess-
fully ran for Mayor in 2003 and for City Council 
in 2006 and 2015. 

In his life, Van did not always agree but he 
was never disagreeable.

He was predeceased by his parents and his 

second wife, Julie Crenshaw Van Fleet.
A visitation will be held at Demaine Funeral 

Home of Old Town Alexandria on Oct. 30 from 
3 to 7 p.m.

Townsend Allen “Van” Van Fleet
Obituary
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PLEASE JOIN ME FOR THE OPENING 

1225 ROUNDHOUSE LANE, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2022 |  5 PM - 7 PM

Be among the first to visit this stunning home filled with fabulous paintings by award winning local artists Lesley Clarke and Rosa Vera!  

Meet the artists and enjoy a glass of bubbly while you experience what makes the open floor plan ideal for entertaining!

Art & Architecture Reception

Largest Four Story Townhouse in Old Town Village 
with Amazing Courtyard Location 

 
OPEN HOUSES: SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 5 & 6:  1 PM - 4 PM

Offered at $1,500,000

REALTOR® | $15+ MILLION IN 2021 
NVAR Platinum Top Producer | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity 

Lisa Groover
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to port in Alexandria. It came 
in at night, about eleven or 
twelve. There were lights all 
over it, people singing, the 
boat rocking back and forth. 
It was generally pretty hard 
to miss. ‘Til, of course, they 
stopped it a couple of years 
ago. I think it burned down 
or something. Anyway, the 
crowds that used to get off 
that boat were, well, there 
were hundreds of them and 
they were always real rowdy 
and full of liquor: screamin’ 
and shoutin’ and raisin’ hell. I 
don't know; something about 
that boat made those guys re-
ally wild. I don't know what it 
was, but they always came on 
shore a little more than drunk 
… Yeah, they was always a 
sight, let me tell you,” Robert 
detailed to Segal. 

On one night in particu-
lar, the crowd that had come 

off the North Boat was espe-
cially rowdy. They were gal-
livanting up and down King 
St., making a lot of noise and 
breaking doors and windows. 
It was even rumored that the 
men were planning to tear 
down city hall, where the dev-
il-bat lived. Legend then says 
as Robert watched the events 
unfold, he had screamed out 
to stop the rowdy sailors’ vi-
olent ways. He yelled out to 
the animal, “Devil-bat, Dev-
il-bat! Keep this crowd back!” 
The mob was practically at 
the doors of city hall when all 
of a sudden a huge creature 
swooped in. 

“I didn't know if anything 
would happen but there wasn't 
anything else I could do. Well, 
the next thing I knew, I saw 
this big black thing, real close 
to the ground, come zingin’ 
around the corner in the same 

DEVIL-BAT FROM | 6
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City hall is where the devil-bat is said to have resided. 

PURPOSEFUL 
LIVING

     24/7 on-site licensed nurses and 
full-time management nurses

      Delicious, nutritious meals 
prepared by our Taste of RUI 
Executive Chef, served in a 
restaurant-style setting with 
tableside beer and wine service

     LUXE Unlimited – Full service 
salon and spa

    RUI FIT programming and gym

     Housekeeping and laundry 
services

    Scheduled transportation

      All utilities including cable and 
Wi-Fi

      RUI University programming 
and classroom for continuing 
education

     Leash on Life – pet concierge 
services

Nestled on 12 acres just south of Old Town Alexandria, 
Paul Spring is known as the premier community in 
the Mount Vernon area. Carrying on a tradition of 
excellence since 1988, we are part of a family-owned 
Virginia company that built their first retirement 
community back in 1982. Then as now, our primary 
focus is to provide you the amenities and lifestyle YOU 
want, the way YOU want to live every day.

Call 703.768.0234 today to make a reservation for 
lunch and schedule your very own personal tour.

7116 FORT HUNT ROAD • ALEXANDRIA, VA 22307 
703.768.0234 • RUI.NET/PAUL-SPRING

A RETIREMENT UNLIMITED, INC. COMMUNITY 

FRALIN & WALDRON FAMILY-OWNED AND OPERATED IN VIRGINIA 
AND FLORIDA FOR FORTY YEARS
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direction the crowd or mob, I 
guess I should say, was comin’ 
from. And it just kept goin’ ‘til 
it got to the doorway, on Royal 
Street, of city hall. It hid there, 
and I didn't know what to ex-
pect then, but you can bet that 
I wasn't goin’ anywhere ‘til 
I found out. Well, the mob 
kept gettin’ closer and closer, 
‘til it was practically on top of 
the Hall, and then, just at the 
very last possible moment, 
this black thing shot out of the 
doorway like nobody’s busi-
ness,” Robert told Segal. 

After the devil-bat swooped 
in, the violent crowd of sailors 
were frightened and ran away. 
Robert then looked in the mid-
dle of the street and there was a 
huge dead skunk in the middle 
of the road where the creature 
swooped in. Legend says that 
the devil-bat saved city hall 
from the rowdy crowd plan-

ning to destroy Old Town, but 
not everyone believes the tale. 

“Some say that proves the 
devil-bat doesn't exist, it’s 
just some old skunk,” Segal’s 

booklet reads. “But others 
say, that proves it does, it just 
turned into a skunk to protect 
its old home.”

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com
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FILE PHOTO
City hall construction was completed in 1874. 

WORK with both political parties to lower your 
cost of living

ENSURE parents know what is being decided in 
schools and what is being taught in the classroom

STAND with law enforcement and work to build 
trust and safety in our communities

Paid for by Karina for Congress

VOTE

K a r i n a F o r C o n g r e s s . c o m / v o t e
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walk into a city parking lane 
to be used for a business’ extra 
space, such as outdoor dining.

City Council approved a 
fee structure for the program 
in March, but pushed back the 
start date for the fees to Oct. 
1 instead of July 1, as initially 
proposed. 

By the end of 2021, there 
were 37 parklets established by 
businesses. Since starting the 
permanent parklet program 
earlier this month, 27 permits 
have been issued so far. 

In order to receive an an-
nual “Right of Way – Parklet 
Permit,” businesses must fill 
out an application. They first 
meet with Max Devilliers, an 
urban planner with the Trans-
portation and Environmental 
Services, to go over all the par-
klet requirements and outdoor 
dining guidelines. Then, the 
businesses must notify neigh-
bors and the presiding civic as-
sociation, and obtain a letter of 

support from the businesses in 
front of the proposed parklet. 
Finally, they apply for the per-
mit, which is then reviewed by 
T&ES and the Department of 
Planning and Zoning. 

Several eateries have 
found the shift in regula-
tions confusing and somewhat  
troublesome. For example,  
Stacey Wharam, owner of 
Fontaine Caffe and Creperie, 
contended that the re-
quired letter of support in 
the city’s regulations was  
too vague. 

“There was a caveat that 
said you had to get a letter of 
support from neighbors. It 
didn’t expand on that, it just 
said ‘letter of support.’ That’s 
all it says,” Wharam said. “I 
think it’s wrong for the city to 
put in a rule like ‘letter of sup-
port’ with no conditions.” 

Specifically, the city’s reg-
ulations state that “if the par-
klet is at all located in front 
of any properties not occu-
pied by the applicant, letters of 

support from the businesses, 
residents, and/or property 
owners of said building(s)  
are required.”

Wharam subsequently ob- 
tained letters of support from 
neighboring businesses such 
as Alexandria & Company 
and the Seeding Collective, 
both located directly next to 
her business. She also asked 
for a letter from the Alexan-
drian Hotel, which denied  
the request. 

According to Wharam and 
Devilliers, the reason was due 
to the fact that the current oc-
cupant Long & Foster is mov-
ing out at the end of December. 
As a result, the hotel desires 
to make the space as appeal-
ing as possible for future ten-
ants. The Alexandrian did not 
return the Times’ requests  
for comment. 

According to Devilliers, 
the city’s rules indicate that if 
a parklet extends beyond the 
frontage of the business’ prop-
erty, that business must obtain 

permission from the property 
on which it encroaches. 

Fontaine, for example, is 
located at 117 S. Royal St. Its 

parklets extended past that, 
facing north – near the Al-

PARKLETS FROM | 1
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 PHOTO/STACEY WHARAM
Fontaine Caffe and Creperie is one business that has found the 
shift in parklet regulations to be troublesome.

Did you know?

Any textbook will confirm what every doctor knows: 
LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION

Prolifeacrossamerica.org (703) 780-4700                                           

18 days
43 days
8 weeks
9 weeks 
10 weeks 
11 weeks

Baby’s heart begins to beat 
Brain coordinates movement
All organs are functioning
Has permanent, individual fingerprints
Baby can feel sense of comfort/pain
Baby can smile & suck his/her thumb

Over 2 million couples wait to adopt—including  
children of all races & those with special needs
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exandrian Hotel’s property. 
Although no property has ju-
risdiction over the spaces di-
rectly in front of it, Devilliers 
said the city allows businesses 
to express their comfortabil-
ity with other businesses’ 
parklets operating near  
their property. 

“Because of how parklets 
[can] distract customers … 
we want to give everyone the 
opportunity to have a say in 
whether they’re okay with 
these parklets being in front 
of their business, because it 
could affect them negatively,” 
Devilliers said. 

Therefore, if one business 
wants to operate a parklet in 
front of another’s business, 
the city requires a letter of 
support from the business it 
would be affecting. 

Yet Wharam argued that 
the parklet was not in front 
of the Alexandrian but to 
the side, facing a brick wall, 
and would not affect the  
hotel whatsoever. 

“I am forced to cut my out-
door dining in half, all for 
someone I don’t even impact,” 
Wharam said. “Whereas, next 
door to me, [the companies] 
who gave a letter of support – 
I could see them saying, ‘Peo-
ple can’t park, it’s hurting my 
business,’ and that’s a valid 

reason. I’m impacting your 
business if that’s the case. 
But here, I don’t affect their 
parking, I don’t affect their 
restaurant, and I don’t affect 
entering and exiting their ho-
tel. I impact them zero.”

The loss of two parklets 
has forced Wharam to relegate 
the furniture she purchased 
for the space to a storage unit. 
The two parklets in question 
annually generate $75,000 in 
revenue and $19,000 in tips, 
Wharam said, and the reduc-
tion will “most certainly ne-
cessitate the reduction in staff 
hours and perhaps a reduction 
in staff.”

Still, Devilliers said the 
parklet impinges on the Alex-
andrian’s property and thus 
requires a letter of support. He 
emphasized that Fontaine is 
permitted to operate parklets, 
but they can only be in front of 
the businesses that have ex-
pressed support.

“The Alexandrian, right-
fully so, wants to make the 
space as attractive to a po-
tential tenant as possible. So 
they don’t want to preclude 
that by allowing this par-
klet to be there now, and then 
have potential tenants come 
in and say, ‘Oh, but this out-
door seating right there,’”  
Devilliers said. 

Katye North, division chief 
of mobility services, clarified 

that because Wharam did not 
receive a letter of support from 
the Alexandrian – even if she 
did from other businesses – 
she is unable to operate a par-
klet there. 

“She did not get a letter of 
support from the business she 
wanted to go in front of. She 
got a lot of support from the 
neighbors. I know she talked 
with some of the other busi-

nesses  and just got general 
support for having a parklet 
on the block itself, but for the 
space in front of the hotel, she 
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Wharam argued that Fontaine's parklet was not in front of the Alexandrian but to the side.
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was not able to get a letter,” 
North said. 

According to North, many 
businesses have expressed 
support for the changes to the 
permanent program, such as 
the removal of tents and for-
malizing of the spaces.

“I think the permanent 
program has helped us address 
a lot of the things that people 
didn’t like about the tempo-
rary program,” North said.

The businesses that opted 
to move forward will pay dif-
ferent amounts based on 
where they’re located. The 
fee structure charges parklets 
open to the public at all times 
$15 per foot, parklets used by 
a commercial business within 
King Street $150 per linear 
foot, parklets within an eq-
uity emphasis area, such as 
Arlandria, $50 per linear foot 
and all other areas $100 per  
linear foot. 

According to Wharam, 
much of her frustration comes 

from the city allowing this pro-
gram for more than two years, 
and then effectively allow-
ing one business to determine 
the fate of another’s parklets 
without what she considers  
valid reason.

“I think there needs to 
be some rules attached to it, 
something that says, ‘You’re 
taking up three valid park-
ing spaces I need and I’m los-
ing business,’” Wharam said. 
“Without that, you’re giv-
ing an extreme amount of 
power to certain individuals 
that have no right to have that 
power over you.” 

Despite some hiccups, 
Devilliers said the overall shift 
to permanent parklets has 
been going smoothly. 

“The businesses that have 
decided to move forward de-
spite all the requirements, 
have been cooperative and we 
have a good working relation-
ship with all of them. We talk 
to them pretty much every 
day,” Devilliers said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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Since starting the permanent parklet program earlier this month, 27 
permits have been issued so far. 
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School Board 
discusses overcrowded 
classrooms
BY KASSIDY MCDONALD 

The School Board met on 
Oct. 20 to discuss strategies 
for recruitment and retention 
of teachers in Alexandria City 
Public Schools. 

The meeting started off 
with public comment where 
many parents of ACPS stu-

dents spoke about their frus-
tration and disappointment 
with overcrowding in their 
children’s classrooms. Patrick 
Henry Elementary and Sam-
uel Tucker Elementary were 
the two schools that raised the 
most concern within ACPS. 
Multiple speakers emphasized 
these two elementary schools 
have faced overcrowding for 
a while, while other schools 
in the district don’t face  

the overcrowding to the same 
extent. 

Parents said that their chil-
dren’s experience is of utmost 
importance and the board 
should be working to release 

information about classroom 
sizing to the district so that 
solutions can be created and 
implemented.

Parents also raised con-
cerns about teachers having 

strained resources and time 
with larger class sizes. Two 
parents spoke about their chil-
dren, both who attended kin-
dergarten at Samuel Tucker 
Elementary. The class sizes 
were around 27 to 28 kids. 
One parent said he noticed all 
five kindergarten classes at 
Tucker had 27 to 28 kids and 
that there was even an empty 
kindergarten classroom that 
was not being utilized. Hir-
ing another kindergarten 
teacher and having another 
class would help balance out 
the number of students in the 
other classrooms.

Not only do these large 
classes make it harder for 
teachers to provide kids with 
special attention, they said, 
but many students who may 
have special needs go un-
identified within a larger 
classroom. There is also over-
crowding on the playground, 
which raises the risk for injury 
in young children. Solutions 
parents raised during pub-
lic comment included rezon-
ing schools to achieve smaller 

PHOTO/ACPSTV
At the Oct. 20 School Board meeting, much of the conversations centered around teacher recruitment and retention. 
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class sizes and recruiting more 
teachers to fill the empty 
classrooms so class sizes can 
be smaller and more individu-
alized, which helps their chil-
dren learn more effectively. 

Margaret Browne, director 
of recruitment and retention 
for ACPS, delivered a presen-
tation on a results driven solu-
tion to some of the problems 
parents addressed during pub-
lic comment. 

Browne started off by ad-
dressing the challenges ACPS 
is facing in hiring new teach-
ers to fill gaps they may have. 

“In a challenging recruit-

ment year, ACPS will continue 
to commit to creative, dy-
namic, and diversity-focused 
recruitment strategies and 
events to bring in top talent 
to our schools. To do so, the 
Human Resources division is 
committed to strengthening 
existing university and profes-
sional organization partner-
ships and to greatly increase 
the number of partners to cre-
ate direct pipelines to our ap-
plicant pool,” the memo to the 
board reads.

Some specific challenges 
Browne listed that ACPS faces 
are fewer applicants, especially 
in harder to fill positions, low 
attendance at recruitment fairs 

and events, increasing teacher 
vacancies, COVID-19 concerns 
and a negative overall outlook 
on pursuing teaching or educa-
tion as a profession. 

Some areas of focus for 
ACPS’ recruitment efforts will 
be focusing on applicant and 
candidate diversity as well as 
partnerships with different 
organizations like universi-
ties and HBCUs. There will be 
a major focus on LatinX orga-
nizations, Browne said.

“Applicant and candidate 
diversity is a huge focus area 
for us. We did start that last 
season and we’re going to rep-

SCHOOL BOARD FROM | 13
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Some past successes that ACPS has had recruiting teachers were included in Browne's presentation. 
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Recruiting more teachers to fill empty classrooms will help control the class sizes and help kids get a 
more personalized education experience. 
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licate that, particularly around 
LatinX organizations,” Browne 
said. “I did partner with both 
professional organizations and 
I’m also working with our dual 
language and ELL teams to go 
out to universities that have 
strong programs … also work-
ing with some HBCU organi-
zations as well as universities 
directly to make sure 
that we attend those 
events and establish 
those partnerships.”

Browne said that  
recruitment is a 
“collaborative eff-
ort,” in which she 
and her team are al-
ready preparing for 
the 2023-24 school 
year. Some of the 
ways Browne is plan-ning to 
combat these challenges in-
clude holding the Spring 2023 
fair schedule earlier in Novem-
ber and continuing it through-
out the rest of the school year.  

Hiring events will be held 
earlier this school year than 
they ever have before, so ACPS 
can “hit the ground running,” 
she said. They will now begin 
in February instead of March. 
Applicant pools are also typ-
ically posted in late January 
but will be moved to an earlier 
date this year. 

“We’re also really thrilled 
about some of the work we’ve 
been doing with our student 
teachers,” Browne said. “I am 
a firm believer that getting 
to know our student teach-
ers now and seeing them as 
a wonderful pipeline is abso-
lutely paramount. So we’re 
doing a lot of recruitment con-
versations and connections 

with school leaders, so we can 
very easily and quickly con-
vert those student teachers 
once they graduate – both in 
December as well as in May.” 

For the next few months 
and continuing through-
out the school year, Browne 
and her team are getting to 
work on advertising through 
job boards, newsletters as well 
as  social media efforts to bet-

ter target younger 
people trying to 
get into the educa-
tion field. Browne 
also pointed out to 
the board the im-
portance of hook-
ing candidates 
faster by hav-
ing a fast and ef-
ficient interview 
process and ex-

tending early offers. Browne 
even said she was interview-
ing a candidate last week who 
is choosing ACPS over teach-
ing at another district because 
the interview process was  
more efficient. 

Board member Kelly Car-
michael Booz asked to see 
a breakdown of roles, espe-
cially for tough to fill posi-
tions, so that the board can 
have an idea of what is vacant. 
She then asked a question 
about retaining teachers and  
exit interviews. 

“What is some of the feed-
back we’re getting on why 
teachers are leaving or support 
staff is leaving and what are 
we doing to make sure we’re 
also just retaining the teachers 
that we have right now … you 
can continue to fill a bucket of 
holes but if you don’t try to fill 

SCHOOL BOARD FROM | 14

SEE SCHOOL BOARD | 16

I am a firm believer that getting to 
know our student teachers now and 

seeing them as a wonderful pipeline is 
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those holes and try to hold on 
to it we’re going to lose some 
great teachers,” Booz said. 

Interim Superintendent 
Kay-Wyatt said that the exit 
survey was revised last spring 
to better suit ACPS needs and 
gather more data. The em-
ployee engagement and rela-
tions team handles retention 
of teachers within ACPS and 
are working closely with 
Browne’s recruitment team to 
come up with strategies to uti-
lize data from the exit surveys. 
Kay-Wyatt also said they’re 
looking into crafting exit in-
terviews, but found it difficult 
last year with COVID-19. 

Booz continued to say that 
she recently read an article 
about a number of school dis-
tricts conducting “stay in-
terviews” as to why teachers 
chose to continue to work 
in a specific district, which 
could also help give ACPS im-
portant information to retain  

their teachers. 
“At the end of last year we 

did create a draft stay inter-
view that would go out this 
year and we are also doing a 
90 day check-in for new staff, 
so they’ll get like a little sur-
vey with questions that we can 
address or maybe we didn't ad-
dress. Sometimes, you know, 
when we did the new teacher 
license staff orientation, that 
was a really quick three days, 
so we give them another op-
portunity at the 90 days to 
check-in,” Kay-Wyatt said. 

ACPS is also looking into 
expanding its new teacher 
mentoring program from only 
being available year one to a 
two or three year mentorship, 
in order to better help adjust 
new teachers within ACPS and 
career-switchers who may be 
new to the teaching industry.

The board also discussed 
engaging with support staff 
already within ACPS, like 
long-term substitute teachers 
and instructional assistants to 

get them schooling and licens-
ing to move up to a teaching 
position if they are interested 
to “grow from within.” 

“We did receive some 
money from the [Virginia De-
partment of Education] that 
will actually go towards cover-
ing tuition for individuals who 

are interested in obtaining a 
provisional license, so that is 
absolutely something we are 
working on currently,” Browne 
said. “The partnership that I 
referenced earlier is also to es-
tablish a pipeline of teachers… 
and that could be individuals 
who are currently employed, 

and it can be external folks 
that would be able to go to uni-
versity, we’ll cover part of that 
tuition, and they’ll also be si-
multaneously employees of 
ours in teacher positions. So 
there are many items at play 
there to solve that need.”

-kmcdonald@alextimes.com
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Tips on how  
to make the most  
of spooky season
BY ARIANA WILSON

Fall festivities are all 
around, and Halloween is 
quickly approaching. The 
City of Alexandria welcomes 
the revival of traditions and 
haunted delight. Explore the 
extensive history of Alexan-
dria through ghosts and gore 
or walk the King Street Mile to 
peruse shops, restaurants and 
decor. Here is a list of spooky 
activities to enjoy before the 
month ends:

Spooky Alexandria tours:
• Alexandria Colonial To- 

urs’ Ghosts & Graveyards Tour
Walk by lantern light 

through historic Old Town Al-
exandria with a colonial-cos-
tumed guide. Experience the 
history tour on Alexandria’s 
original Ghost & Graveyard 
Tour. Expect an earful of ghost 
stories, legends, folklore, un-
solved mysteries, romance and 
sordid vengeful ghosts. For 

tickets and additional tours 
see, https://www.alexcolonial-
tours.com/. This tour is avail-
able through Oct. 31.

• Nightly Spirits
Taste local beverages and 

listen to the secret lore of Al-
exandria’s past. Follow ghosts 
that wander the streets to the 
spirits that haunt local estab-
lishments. These tours are 
for individuals ages 21 and ol- 
der. Visit https://nightlyspir-
its.com/alexandria/alexan-
dria-ghost-tour-pub-crawl/ for 
tickets and more information.

• Specialty Tour: Poison at 
the Apothecary Museum

Explore the sinister side 
of medicine on the Apothe-
cary Museum’s Poison Tour. 
See it for yourself through Oct. 
30. Recommended for ages 18  
and up. 

Night on the town:
• 2nd Annual Carlyle Hal-

loween Stampede
Mark your calendars for 

Oct. 29 from 2 to 6 p.m., in 
which the second annual Hal-
loween Stampede in Carlyle 

neighborhood will take place. 
Start your crawl at any of the 
participating restaurants: 
Whiskey & Oyster, Sweet Fire 
Donna’s, Tequila and Taco or 
Lost Boy Cider. Scary costumes 
are highly recommended and 
prizes will be awarded to the 
most festively dressed partici-
pants. There will be a dog cos-
tume contest as well.

• Raven’s Night at The 
Birchmere

On Oct. 29, dress up to 
spend Halloween weekend 
with The Birchmere for a 
unique event featuring fusion 
belly dance, live music, a cos-
tume contest and a pre-show 
carnival. This year’s theme, 
“Underworld,” brings the most 
iconic demons, witches and 
wizards to the stage — a mag-
ical night and a feast fit for all 
fandoms. See https://www.
birchmere.com/ for more in-
formation. Tickets are avail-
able on Ticketmaster or at 
the box office on the day of  
the show.

COURTESY PHOTO
Alexandria welcomes the return of the Del Ray Halloween Parade.
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• Poe in Alexandria at Al-
exandria History Museum at 
The Lyceum

Join The Alexandria His-
tory Museum on Oct. 30 or 
Oct. 31 to experience actor Da-

vid Keltz as visionary author 
Edgar Allen Poe. This year’s 
performance will include short 
stories, poems, musings, liter-
ary criticism and a comic es-
say never before performed 
at The Lyceum. Doors open at 
7:30 p.m. and the performance  

begins at 8 p.m.

Fun for the family:
• Nightmare at Barkhaus
Barkhaus celebrates All 

Hallows’ Eve with their third 
annual Halloween party. It’s 
your pup’s favorite season, 

and Barkhaus dares all four-
legged friends and their par-
ents to join the celebration 
on Oct. 29. The event will in-
clude a costume contest and 
spooky food and drink spe-
cials. Costumes are highly rec-
ommended for both humans 
and pups. Admission is free, 
for more information visit, 
https:// brewskisbarkhaus.
com/calendar/nightmare-at-
barkhaus-2022.

• Del Ray Halloween Parade
The Del Ray tradition re-

turns on Oct. 30. Children, 
pets, and strollers in costumes 
are invited to march and show 
off their best spooky attire. 
Awards will be given for best 
pet costume, best decorated 
business, best decorated home 
and best decorated stroller. 
The parade map and Costume 
Contest voting is available at, 
https://www.visitdelray.com/
latest-events/.

• Lowerys Dial & K Au-
brey’s Halloween Sidewalk 
Party

Lowery’s Dial and K Aubrey 
Flowers invite you to join our 
first annual Halloween Side-
walk Party. Join the party on 

Oct. 29 for a frightfully fun fall 
celebration featuring spectac-
ular sales, fresh flowers and a 
special fall craft – make your 
own pumpkins. Don’t forget to 
wear your costume for a trick-
or-treat discount.

• Hocus Pocus Brunch at 
King & Rye

Join the Sanderson sis-
ters and King & Rye on Oct. 
29 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 
themed cocktails, specials and 
an epic costume contest.

• Little Theatre of Alex-
andria presents Design for  
Murder

Murder, romance and com-
edy are the three best ingredi-
ents for a fun suspense-filled 
evening of theatre. This 
fast-moving, highly tense 
whodunit treats the audience 
to a remote mansion, a sleazy 
blackmailer, a trench coat clad 
detective and even a dark and 
stormy night. Tickets are on 
sale now! Visit https://thelit-
tletheatre.com/ for tickets to 
current and upcoming shows. 
Don’t miss Design for Murder, 
because the curtain call for 
this spirited show is Nov. 5.

-awilson@alextimes.com
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The Little Theatre of Alexandria presents romance and  
mystery in Design for Murder.
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Enjoy Old Town establishments and untold Alexandria history on a Nightly Spirits tour.
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TimesLiving

How to boost your 
mood and happiness
BY HEATHER JENKINS

Stress is a response to 
needs going unmet. Changing 
your thoughts and focusing on 
the things you can change in 
your life is a wonderful place 
to begin.

How do I feel today? What 

am I thankful for right now?
Positive thoughts boost 

your mood, energy and gen-
erate even more positivity and 
happiness in your life. Your 
thoughts dictate how you live 
your life and how others per-
ceive you. It takes practice, 
but soon enough your mind 
will naturally gravitate toward 
positive thoughts. Practice 

cultivating a happy outlook 
with these tips. 

Let go of:
Your Ego
It’s nice to be right, but it’s 

nicer to be happy and kind to 
yourself and others.

Limiting Beliefs
Replace beliefs that aren’t 

serving you anymore with up-
lifting, supportive thoughts. 
Do not let others’ perception 
of your reality take away from 
what you want and deserve in 
this life.

Resisting Change
If you want different re-

sults, do things differently. 
Make small changes consis-
tently and they’ll add up to 
transform your life. Change is 
scary but staying in the same 

place you are now will not 
help you grow and learn; don’t  
resist it.

Negative self-talk
Stress triggers many areas 

in the body and mind, which 
takes a toll on your health. 
When you hear negative self-
talk, replace it with a posi-
tive comment to be kinder  
to yourself.

Stress less, love more

SEE SELF-CARE | 20
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Your thoughts dictate how you live your life and how others perceive you, so it is important to keep them positive. 
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Comparison
While it’s easy to want 

what others have, compar-
ing yourself is like discarding 
everything you’ve worked so 
hard for at this very moment. 
Learn to distinguish between 
admiration and comparative 
self-judgment.

Hold on to:
Gratitude
Even when you think you 

don’t have it all, focus on what 
you have right now. Keep a 
gratitude journal and write 
down 10 things you’re grate-
ful for each day. Starting your 
day with a grateful heart will 
change everything.  
  

Your purpose
Even if things are not go-

ing the way you planned or 
you’re not where you think 
you should be, stand tall and 

smile. Understanding why you 
are here and your purpose is 
one of the greatest gifts of all. 
It will take work but will abso-
lutely be worth it.  
   

Positive people
People who are on a pos-

itive frequency will keep you 
grounded, inspired and con-
nected to your greater pur-
pose. They will support 
you and listen when you 
need someone there when  
life happens. 

Self care routine
Take time to read, medi-

tate or simply make quiet time 
for yourself. Self-care is not 
selfish, it is necessary for your 
overall health and well-being. 
You deserve it!

 
Give love and 
receive it in return
Do something kind for 

someone and notice how it 

impacts your mood and en-
ergy. Give from the good-
ness of your heart and expect 
nothing in return. Say “I 
love you” and “thank you"  
more often. 

The writer is a 
National Board Certified 

Health & Wellness 
Coach, owner of Calming 

Connection & Wellness and 
CalmConnectWell Self Care 
Gifts. She is also a member 
of Made in ALX where her 

self care gifts are available.
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Four tips on how  
to protect your  
holiday packages
BY BRANDPOINT

A recent survey con-
ducted by Chamberlain Group 
found that 69% of homeown-
ers worry about their pack-
age deliveries going missing 
during the holidays, adding to 
the stress they feel this time 
of year. The survey also found 
that 74% of homeowners take 
extra measures to ensure they 
are home when their packages 
arrive, including canceling 
plans or staying home from 
work to wait for the package. 
Here are some ways to protect 
your holiday packages with-
out having to worry about  

reorganizing your day:
Get deliveries inside your  

garage. From getting neigh-
bors to grab packages to  
exploding glitter bombs, 
homeowners are not short on 
ideas for how to keep porch pi-
rates at bay. However, if you re-
ally want to get serious about 
protecting your packages, 
you’ll want a smart garage door 
opener, many of which offer a 
convenient, secure in-garage 
delivery experience. With 
in-garage delivery, you don’t 
have to worry about packages 
going missing or groceries be-
ing left out in the rain. Pack-
ages and groceries are securely 
delivered to the garage where 
they stay until you are free 
to get them, whether you're  

home or away.
Request a signature. If  

you are ordering expen-
sive items online, it’s smart 
to require a signature for de-
livery. Requesting a signa-
ture ensures that your online 
purchases are never left unat-
tended. If you’re not at home, 
the mail carrier will typi-
cally leave a note with options 
for rescheduling the deliv-
ery or picking up the package  
in person.

Do the neighborly thing.
Work with neighbors and 
friends to look after each oth-
er’s packages. If a neighbor is 
home when you are expecting 
a delivery, ask permission to 
have packages sent to their ad-
dress or have them hold deliv-
eries that come to your front 

Banish the bandits
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Using these tips to protect your packages will help relieve some stress during the holiday season. 
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door. Don’t forget to treat 
them to some holiday cookies 
as a thank-you.

Put your packages on 
hold if you’re traveling for 
the holidays. If you’re travel-
ing this holiday season, check 
to see if your mail carrier or de-
livery service offers a tempo-
rary hold on eligible packages. 
Placing a hold on deliver-
ies ensures the packages are 
kept in a secure location un-
til you can retrieve them, and 
can be a convenient way to en-
sure packages don’t pile up on 
the porch while you’re away. 
When you return from your 
travels, you can pick up your 
packages or have them deliv-
ered to your home depending 
on the service.

Give yourself the gift of 
peace of mind by trying out 
some of these package de-
livery tips, and spend more 
time enjoying the moments  
that matter.
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 PHOTO/BRANDPOINT
Placing a hold on deliveries ensures that packages are kept in a secure location and that they don’t pile up on the porch while you’re away. 

HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Here is a truly special op-
portunity to own a one-of-a-
kind waterfront home on one 
of George Washington’s orig-
inal farms. This stately and 
expanded Cape Cod was com-
pletely remodeled from top to 
bottom in 2017, has breathtak-
ing views of the Potomac River 
and is positioned beautifully on 
a thoughtfully maintained lot 

that boasts exceptional scen-
ery in the most comfortable 
of settings. The house flows 
pleasantly from room to room 
and floor to floor. On the main 
level, there is a formal living 
area with a gas fireplace, dining 
room, gourmet kitchen, family 
room with a wood-burning fire-
place, a large screened-in porch 
with a third wood-burning fire-

place, a mudroom and a main 
level primary bedroom with en-
suite bathroom. There are pan-
oramic doors from the family 
room to the screened-in porch 
that can be completely opened 
and allow for a seamless path-
way from indoor to outdoor liv-
ing and entertaining. There 
is a delightful flagstone patio 
off the porch that overlooks a 

sprawling yard and a second-
ary brick patio with a built-in 
firepit. Stairs from the back-
yard lead down to a 275-foot 
pier with a dock and boathouse 
that have been planned with 
the utmost care and consider-
ation. The covered boat house 
has a remote-controlled boat 
lift, power/electricity, water and 
WiFi. The required land preser-
vation was conscientiously and 
painstakingly handled over a 
continuous three-year period. 
For parking there is a 2-car side-
load garage.

Great opportunity to own 
waterfront second to none

Address:  

4001 Belle Rive Terrace,

Alexandria, 22309

Neighborhood: Belle Rive

Price: $3,499,000

Bedrooms: 5

Bathrooms: 5

Year built: 1967

Parking: Private space

Contact:

Tracy Dunn 

McEnearney Associates 

Realtors, Old Town

tdunn@mcenearney.com

www.tracybdunn.com

571-212-3658

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Stately Cape Cod remodeled and expanded in 2017. Middle: The Potomac River is on full display and the line of sight is simply 
magnificent. Right: The screened-in porch is complete with a TV and stunning fireplace.
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Weekly Words

OH, GOODIE! by Guilherme Gilioli, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 Assistant that "battles" Siri  

in some online videos
6 "Fernando" quartet
10 Lose your cool
14	 H.S.	transcript	figure
17 Sprayed (down)
18 Sand particle
19	 ___	bag	(slouchy	purse)
20 Arched facial feature
21 Space jam fan, perhaps?
24 Threw, as David did
25 Honeycomb builder
26 Naan's cousin
27 Harsh on the ears
28 Remove, as a splinter
29 Created a bike trick  

once	again?
34	 Intelligence	org.
35 Fake numbers in  

some	dating	profiles
36 Follow the advice of
37 Poetic planets
40	 "Fudge!"
42 Flower shop smell
44 Show with a "Mattress  

Store"	sketch,	briefly
47 The "p" of mph
48 Show others  

your closest friend?
53 Fed. air monitor

54 Impose, as a tax
55 Sleeper's noise
56 They're history
57 Give up
59 Made level
61	 Greek	god	with	a	spear
62	 Result	of	a	glow	stick	breaking	

over	your	little	finger?
68 Madonna's "La ___ Bonita"
70 Princess's headwear
71 Social movement  

for nomadic sorts
74 From Serbia or Croatia
77	 Elegant	manner
79 Drone base?
80 Gesture of approval
81	 Bring	a	stoned	band	 

helper on tour?
84 Pull hard
85 Have a tab
86 Couple on a tandem bike?
87 Revolt, with "up"
88 Rotten to the ___
89 Hems' partners
90 One with millions  

of followers, maybe
92 Pedicure destination
94 Politically rebellious band fan?
103	 Fall	Out	Boy	genre
104	 Industry	kingpin
105 Uncle's counterpart
106	 BBC	clock	setting

108 Weird Al parody of  
a Michael Jackson hit

109 Keeper who's not a keeper?
113 Claim to property
114 Spanish for "hand"
115 Lobby for seniors
116 Picks up, as a bill
117 Nikon type, for short
118	 Ratatouille,	e.g.
119 Men
120 Dentist's recommendation

DOWN
1 Seeker of Moby Dick
2	 One	may	finish	last
3 Lauder of lotions
4 Boomer's baby, maybe
5 Decorates
6 Striped stone
7 UCLA athlete
8 Comic's routine
9	 DOJ	agency
10 Uses a camera
11	 "Well,	obviously!"
12 Put up with
13 "The Murders in  

the	Rue	Morgue"	writer
14	 Paltry	porridge
15 Fraudulent type of scheme
16	 "Oh,	golly!"
20 Run in the wash
22 Bossa ___ ("Garota de 

Ipanema"	genre)
23 Lead-in to "shoppe"
24 Make more attractive,  

as a deal
28	 Jazz	group?
30 Outs' opposites
31	 Sharp	flavor
32	 Some	waffles
33	 Cry	while	speeding	downhill
37 Cartel with Iran  

and	Iraq,	briefly
38 Seized auto
39 Fibrous piece of cereal
40 Turn aside
41 ___ day now
42 Cocky walk
43	 Nestling's	noise
44	 Take	a	long,	hard	look	at?
45	 River	through	Egypt
46 More or ___
48 Sky color, in Paris
49 Decorate anew
50	 Cause	to	forget,	as	a	bad	habit
51	 Needing	darning
52 Slimy trail source
58 Percussionist's stick
60	 Solve	the	63-Down	clue,	e.g.
63 80/10
64	 Garments	worn	in	Agra
65	 Rugged	cliff
66 Race in "Avatar"
67 Seat for a tot, sometimes

68 Comparison phrase
69	 Shredded	cabbage	dish
72 The "x" in 9x = 36
73 Outer border
75 "I'm not sure I can pay that"
76	 Destroy,	as	a	dog	might
78 Computer annoyance
79 "That ship ___ sailed"
82	 180	degrees	from	west
83 Greasy
88	 Word	after	"bathing"	 

or	"thinking"
89 Offer to a hitchhiker
90 Queued up
91 Pointy pub projectile
92	 One	might	get	 

stuck in your head
93 Defer
94	 Short	videos	on	Instagram
95	 Inbox	message
96 President picker
97	 Bygone	Apple	messaging	tool
98 Gas with the formula O3
99 Moore or Trudeau
100 Rear ends
101 Blocky home?
102	 Discharges
107 "___ of the D'Urbervilles"
109	 Texting	format	letters
110 Identify in a Facebook photo
111 Water in a bouteille
112	Web	portal	owned	by	Yahoo!
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JAMES BRANHAM (46), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 19, 2022

DARRELL HAYES (75), of Alexandria, Oct. 13, 2022

WARREN LOVE (84), of Alexandria, Oct. 16, 2022

MARY PRYOR (84), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 17, 2022

WENDY WEISEL (55), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 16, 2022

DEANNA WILLIAMS (83), formerly of Alexandria, Oct. 13, 2022
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PHOTO/LEE MOODY 
Halloween decorations in Old Town.

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the
writers only and do not reflect the views,  

nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Your Views

BY REV. IAN MARKHAM

As we approach the midterm 
elections, there is a palpable 
sense of anxiety in the air. The 
political divide runs deep. Add to 
this mix, the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine and the veiled 
threats of the use of 
a tactical battlefield 
nuclear weapon, we 
wonder whether Alex-
andria could be at risk 
given our proximity to 
an obvious nuclear tar-
get called Washington, 
D.C. We also find our-
selves living with high 
inflation, high gas 
prices and continuing problems 
with supply chains.

Anxiety can destroy the mo-
ment we are living in. It can lead 
to excessive drinking and eating. 
It can unsettle close relationships 
with those we love. And, in the 
end, it is not helpful. It was Jesus 
who asked the pointed question: 
“Can any one of you by worrying 
add a single hour to your life?” 
(Matthew 6:27) All worry does is 
corrode the moment we are living 
in. Worry does not improve the 
situation; worry does not solve 
the problem. Instead, all it does is 
exacerbate the problem.

Prophets of doom do play 
an important role. Fortunately, 
they are often wrong; the United 
States has faced many challenges 
and survived them. But their 
warnings can be part of the rea-
son why things improve. Their 
analysis invites a response: we 
need to become more civil in our 
political discourse; we need to be 
alert to nuclear escalation; and 
we need firm action to bring in-
flation under control. 

But perspective is also import-
ant. We need to pause and rec-
ognize the progress that we are 
making. From the minor mira-

cles of every day – car drivers still 
wait dutifully behind the school 
bus as children are dropped off in 
their neighborhoods – to count-
less people volunteering at food 
kitchens, there is much to af-
firm. Plenty of Americans are 

being very gener-
ous with their gifts to 
help hurricane victims 
in Florida; and more  
bipartisan legislation  
has gone through the 
Congress in the last 
few years than hap-
pened for at least  
a decade. 

Comparison is also 
a tool to build perspec-

tive. Granted, we have plenty of 
problems but compared to many 
countries of the world one can ex-
pect a life of relative calm, to earn 
a living and exercise your religion 
without interference. You can 
still say and believe what you like 
and gather with others who share 
those beliefs. Sadly, there are 
plenty of countries in the world 
where that is not the case.

Living with a sense of per-
spective does not mean that one 
is indifferent to the challenges we 
face. There are always challenges; 
and the current set of challenges 
are serious. But the sense of per-
spective means that we carry our 
anxiety more gently; we don’t al-
low ourselves to get overly pre-
occupied; and we can still have 
evenings with family and friends 
where we relax and have fun.

So, let us keep a sense of per-
spective. Let us acknowledge the 
seriousness of the problems but 
let us not allow our lives to be 
dominated by a destructive sense 
of anxiety that damages the 
precious moment that we have  
been given.

The writer is dean of Virginia 
Theological Seminary.

REV. IAN
MARKHAM

Keep a sense of perspective: 
The danger of anxiety

Ethical Reflections 
with Rev. Ian Markham

ARISE program is flawed
To the editor:

I was stunned to read about the city’s 
new ARISE pilot program, from “City to 
launch guaranteed income pilot” in the Oct. 
20 edition of the Times, which will provide 
a guaranteed income of $500 per month to 
170 participants for the next two years. 

According to the city’s official web-
site, applicants who qualify will be “ran-
domly selected” from the application pool, 
meaning that the benefits will be distrib-
uted like a lottery without taking into ac-
count any specific individual factors that 
could help distinguish more needy appli-
cants from others. But the program is even 

more fundamentally flawed.  The cash pay-
ments will be provided with “no strings at-
tached,” allowing participants to spend the 
money however they see fit and with no re-
quirement for work,  job training or school. 
This is a terrible mistake. A better approach 
would have been to use the money to pro-
vide job training or other skill building as-
sistance. This would have transformed 
the program from a free handout lasting 
only two years, into something that will 
benefit the recipients for the rest of their 
lives. What a missed opportunity.

-C.J. Wenk,  
Alexandria

Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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The Nation’s Bicentennial 
Celebration in 1976 led to ma-
jor historic preservation ef-
forts in Old Town. Buildings 
such as Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, The Lyceum, the Carlyle 
House and the Torpedo Fac-
tory received extensive reno-
vations in preparation for the 
big celebration. At the same 
time, the Alexandria Bicen-
tennial Youth Commission 
did a different kind of preser-
vation. Eventually published 
as a booklet titled “Alexan-
dria Ghosts,” the Commission 
embarked on an oral history 
project to collect ghost stories 
from residents.

Alexandria secondary sc-
hool students composed the 
Alexandria Bicentennial Youth 
Commission and received the 
support of the Alexandria Bi-
centennial Commission, who 
thought it would encourage 
youth participation in the Bi-
centennial. One member of 
the youth commission, Eric 
Segal, felt a special connec-
tion to the project. It led him 
from lengthy interviews at the 
library to appearing on a tele-
vision news program. The end 
product is a 20-page booklet 
with a collection of six ghost 
stories and a summary of other 
stories he encountered.

Segal says in the booklet’s 
preface: 

The purpose was not to 
attack or justify the authen-
ticity of these tales; nor was 
it to simply collect a few of 
them; rather, it was to re-
tell the stories as they might 
have happened and in doing 
so reflect a special facet of  
Alexandria’s culture.

The most famous story 
in the booklet is “The Teller 
of Tales and the Devil-Bat of 

Market Square,” which is refer-
enced on page one’s ‘Haunted 
tale: The devil-bat.’ Segal’s 
version was related to him by 
Louie Robert, who owned a 
frame shop in Old Town. An-
other story involves a story 
of the ghost of John Dixon, 
who was supposedly exe-
cuted by the British for espi-
onage for the colonies. Dixon 
supposedly lived in the Mi-
chael Swope House at 210 
Prince St., and it is at that lo-

cation that his supposed ghost 
has kept more than one po-
tential buyer from purchasing  
the property. 

Other stories include the 
tragic story of Culross, which 
used to occupy the 1100 block 
of Oronoco. There, the chil-
dren of Judge Thomson Ma-
son, William and Anne met 
unfortunate and early ends, 
and their supposed haunt-
ing of the house that they had 
lived in caused the property 
owner to move the building to 
New Jersey in 1925. 

The other two stories are 
titled “The Captain’s Lady of 
Red Hill” and “The Ghost of 
the Blue Door.” Online ver-
sions of these stories usu-
ally cite Segal’s booklet as  
their source. 

The booklet was published 
in 1976 by the Alexandria Bi-
centennial Youth Commission. 
It is no longer in publication, 
but the Local History and Spe-
cial Collections Library on 
Queen Street has a copy for 
reference. It is a fun reminder 
that the Bicentennial Cele-
bration allowed Alexandria to 
preserve more than buildings. 

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

The Bicentennial Project:  
A collection of ghost stories

Take the poll at alextimes.comThis Week  

How often do you dine 
outdoors when eating  
at a restaurant?
A) As often as I can.

B) Sometimes.

C) Rarely. It doesn't matter much to me. 

D) Never. 

Last Week  

Do you support City Council's decision 
to approve Alexandria Hyundai's 
special use permits through 2045?
41% Yes. 
33% No. 
13% I don't care. 
13% I didn't know Alexandria Hyundai existed.

COURTESY PHOTO
“Alexandria Ghosts” is a 20-page booklet of ghost stories by Eric Segal. 

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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OCTOBER 29

CAMERON RUN REGIONAL 
PARK TRUNK OR TREAT 
Join the staff from Cameron 
Run Regional Park for a free 
trunk or treat event. Wear a 
costume to win prizes and 
join in on the free candy 
trick or treating from car to 
car. Visitors will also have a 
chance to learn more about 
the upcoming Ice & Lights 
Winter Village event starting 
in November. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Location:  
4001 Eisenhower Ave. 
Information:   
https://visitalexandria.com/
events/cameron-run-regional-
park-trunk-or-treat/ 

DEL RAY HALLOWEEN 
BICYCLE RIDE Come see 
some of Del Ray's spooky 
Halloween decorations on 
this free, family-friendly 
bike ride organized by 
the Alexandria Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee. There will be a 
daytime ride and an  
evening ride. 
Time: Morning ride starting 
at 10 a.m. and evening ride 
starting at 6 p.m. 
Location:  
1000 Main Line Blvd. 
Information:   
https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/halloween-bike-ride-
in-del-ray-daytime-edition-
registration-443050063667  

OCTOBER 30

CHORALIS CONCERT TO 
SUPPORT UKRAINE: THE 
VOICE OF COMFORT This 
concert will support United 
Help Ukraine, a DC-based 
non-profit, and its efforts 
to bring therapy programs 
to Ukrainian children who 
have been displaced and 
traumatized by the war in 
Ukraine. A portion of the 
proceeds from this concert 
will support United Help 
Ukraine’s Hibuki Project. 
Time: 5 to 8 p.m.  
Location:  

4915 E. Campus Dr.  
Information:   
https://choralis.org/
events-2/  

NOVEMBER 5

ALEXANDRIA PEOPLE’S 
ASSEMBLY The Parent 
Leadership Training Institute 
of Alexandria is returning 
to Patrick Henry Recreation 
Center for the Alexandria 
People's Assembly. This event 
is hosted by PLTI Alumni 
Racial Justice Fellows to 
continue the civic advocacy, 
leadership and community 
building work from our 2019 
Racial Equity Forum. Join 
your neighbors for a day of 
African-centered advocacy & 
community building to make 
life better for all Alexandria 
children and families. 
Time: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Location:  
4643 Taney Ave.  
Information:   
https://bit.ly/
AlexPeoplesAssembly  

NOVEMBER 8

SPECIALITY TOUR: 
HAMILTON’S BFF 7 
FRENEMIES Inspired by 

the musical Hamilton, hear 
about Washington, Lafayette, 
Jefferson, Madison and Burr 
who all came to the tavern 
and delve into the issues they 
faced and how their choices 
impacted local citizens. 
Time: 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Location:  
134 N. Royal St.  
Information:   
 https://apps.alexandriava.
gov/Calendar/Detail.
aspx?si=49193  

NOVEMBER 18

THE JOHNSON GIRLS AT THE 
LYCEUM In partnership with 
the City of Alexandria, the 
National American Morris 
Dance Organization will 
present The Johnson Girls 
in concert at The Lyceum. 
The Johnson Girls are an 
energetic all-woman  
mostly a capella group 
performing folk music with  
an emphasis on songs of  
the sea and shore. 
Time: 7 to 10 p.m. 
Location:  
201 S. Washington St.  
Information:   
https://ticketstripe.com/
TheJohnsonGirls 

CALENDAR

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH
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T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First ApplicationCaring for next spring’s 
perfect lawn starts now.

*Special price is for fi rst lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential 
EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may 
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan 
required for Healthy Lawn Analysis, which is performed at the fi rst visit. America’s #1 lawn care company 
based on U.S. market share of professional lawn care companies. 2021 MMR Brand Health Tracker. 
◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen 
Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-942-6217

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

✓Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience

✓Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
✓Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✓Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard

✓44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time O� er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A.
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
& ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, visit 
the City’s website at www.alexan-
driava.gov/planning or call (703) 
746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2022-00090
806 King Street
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use for a  
Restaurant; zoned: KR/King Street 
urban retail 
Business Name:  Zen Press LLC 
Applicant:  JuAnn Wong
Planner:  Mavis Stanfield – mavis.
stanfield@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with Section 11-
500 of the Zoning Ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning & Zoning. If 
you have any comments regard-
ing the proposal above, please 
contact Planning & Zoning staff at 
703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than November 17, 
2022.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notification is given that First Na-
tional Bank of Pennsylvania, 166 
Main Street, Greenville, Pennsylva-
nia 16125, has filed an application 
with the Office of the Comptrol-
ler of the Currency on or about 
October 25, 2022, as specified in 12 
CFR 5, for permission to establish 
a branch office at 704 King Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314.  

Any person wishing to com-
ment on this application may file 
comments in writing with Debra 
Burke, Director for District Licens-
ing, Office of the Comptroller of 
the Currency, Northeastern Dis-
trict Office, 340 Madison Avenue, 
5th Floor, New York, NY 10173 or 
ne.licensing@occ.treas.gov, within 
thirty (30) days of the date of this 

publication. The public portion of 
the application is available upon 
written request to the Director for 
District Bank Licensing.  The pub-
lic may find information regarding 
this application, including the date 
of the end of the public comment 
period, in the OCC Weekly Bulle-
tin at www.occ.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its 
controlled affiliates doing business 
as Verizon Wireless (Verizon 
Wireless) proposes to build a 37-
foot utility telecommunications 
structure at the approx. vicinity 
of 5225 Winter View Drive, 
Alexandria, VA 22312.  Public 
comments regarding potential 
effects from this site on historic 
properties may be submitted 
within 30 days from the date of 
this publication to:  Trileaf Corp, 
McKayla Grasham, m.grasham@
trileaf.com, 8600 LaSalle Road, 
Suite 301, Towson, MD 21286,410-
853-7128.

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING

Residential window cleaning inside 
and out. Serving the local area 

for 35 years. Family owned and 
operated. (703) 356-4459. Licensed, 
Bonded, Insured. The Montgomery 
family thanks you for your interest.

CHEVY CHASE FLOOR
WAXING SERVICE

Wood floor polishing,  
buffing, waxing
Servicing local area 30 years
Licensed, bonded & insured
(301) 656-1810
We do not repair damaged floors

AUCTIONS
SMITH RIVER LAND AUCTION. 
Henry Co., VA. 1,244+/- acres 
with 20,500’ of Prime Smith River 
Frontage. These prime building and 
recreational tracts will be offered in 
17 tracts, ranging from 18+/- acres 
to 144+/- acres, on November 17, 
11 AM at Chatmoss Country Club 
– Martinsville, VA. The section of 
the Smith River north of Mitchell 
Bridge is known as the big trout 
waters! Property Location: 2900 
Mitchell Road, Ridgeway, VA 
will put you in the middle of the 
property. For information, visit 
woltz.com or call Woltz &amp; 

Associates, Inc. (VA#321), Real 
Estate Brokers &amp; Auctioneers 
800-551-3588.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 

and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR
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DC Modern Luxury Top 50 Real Estate Agents in the DMV 2022
Northern Virginia Magazine Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2022 
Washingtonian’s Best Real Estate Agent 2018-2022 
RealTrends America's Best Real Estate Professionals 2018-2022
Proud sponsor of Old Town Business
703.851.2556 | kristenjones.com | kristen@kristenjones.com | Licensed in VA
109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity

SPOOKY REAL ESTATE MARKET
LET  U S  GUIDE  YOU THROUGH THE

happy halloween
Follow us and our famous client,  

Bixby – ALX Dog Walk Ambassador, on Instagram:

@bixby_englishcreamgolden@kristenjonesrealestate 


