
Minnie Howard brawl  
raises security concerns
BY DENISE DUNBAR

A fight at the Minnie Howard campus of Al-
exandria City High School on Monday resulted 
in three students being arrested for obstruc-
tion of justice. Videos of the melee, along with 
publicly available police, EMT and school au-
dio communications reveal a dangerous situ-
ation in which one school administrator was 
knocked to the ground trying to restore order 
while others frantically and exasperatedly tried 
to gain control of the situation.

Two parents and a former contract em-
ployee who worked at Minnie Howard last 
year raised numerous concerns in interviews 
with the Times. The parents spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity because they have chil-
dren currently attending Minnie Howard and 
feared retribution. The contract employee did 
not want her full last name used for safety rea-
sons. In the interviews, one parent claimed 
that newly implemented security measures ar-
en’t being followed, while another said there’s 
a perception that ACPS no longer expels stu-
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‘There’s a big-ass fight here’
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Discussion centers 
around blueprint 
action plan  
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

With the recent ribbon- 
cutting event celebrating the 
opening of Alexandria City 
Public Schools’ Family and 
Community Engagement Cen-
ter, the Alexandria School 
Board is more deeply examin-
ing what exactly the blueprint 
action plan of the program will 
look like.

At their Dec. 1 meeting, the 
board discussed how FACE will 
support ACPS’ 2025: Equity For 
All family engagement goal, 
current progress toward rec-
ommendations from the 2020 
Family Engagement Eval-
uation, how FACE strategies 
strengthen family-school part-
nerships and how the action 
plan blueprints can ensure stu-
dent success.

The new FACE Center, lo-

School Board talks 
new FACE program
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 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
The city’s annual Scottish Christmas Walk took place on Saturday. 
For more photos, see page 16.  

FILE PHOTO
An ambulance was called to the Minnie Howard campus for a 
15-year-old male complaining of stomach pains from the fight.
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The Goodhart Group 
sue@thegoodhartgroup.com 
allison@thegoodhartgroup.com

Homes of Alexandria Team 
ellen.patrick@compass.com
bobi.bomar@compass.com
daniela.spigai@compass.com

Pia Taylor 
pia.taylor@compass.com

The Rivkin Group 
bonnie.rivkin@compass.com
courtney.rivkin@compass.com

Happy Holidays! 
We wish everyone a happy holiday season full of 
love and gratitude. Thank you to our Alexandria 
community and clients for a wonderful year. 

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1006 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.277.2152co
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Holiday Boat Parade winners announced
The winners of the 22nd 

annual Alexandria Holiday 
Boat Parade of Lights have 
been announced, after more 
than 50 boats competed for 
prizes in 11 categories. 

Sponsored by Amazon, the 
event drew thousands of locals 
and visitors to the city’s water-
front on Saturday. Attendees 
watched Alexandria’s fireboat 
Relief and Fireboat 2 from 
Washington D.C.’s Fire De-
partment lead a mile-long pa-
rade along the Potomac River, 
with dockside activities like a 
pop-up beer garden, hot choc-
olate and holiday music.

The Best of Alexandria 
Show award went to Dark Star 
and Captain Doug Savage, who 

presented “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas,” Best Powerboat 
went to Beer Hunter and Cap-
tain Chris Johnson with “Land 
Before Time,” Best Sailboat 
went to Tuesday with Captain 
Joe Landa with “From Odessa 
with Love,” Thinking Out-
side the Christmas Box went 
to Miss Behavin and Captain 
Kirt Barbee with “Have a Ches-
apeake Bay Crabby Christmas,” 
Most Holiday Cheer went to 
Titan Rowing (Alexandria 
City High School) and Cap-
tain Patrick Marquardt with 
“Holiday,” Best Spirit of Amer-
ica went to Luthien and Cap-
tain John Newton with “Boy 
Scouting and Christmas,” Most 
Spirited Crew went to Magi-

cal Knots and Captain Brian 
Dollinger with “National Lam-
poon’s Christmas Vacation,” 
Best Theme went to Nauti Of-
fice and Captains Chelsie Bain, 
Greg Noble, Liz Cannon and 
Alex Kandalaft with “A Christ-
mas Story,” Hardiest Soul went 
to American Girl and Cap-
tain John Gaydos with “Poto-
mac Sleigh Ride,” Best Movie 
or TV Theme went to Moo-
vin and Captain Tom Cord-
ell with “Mario Bros” and Best 
Try went to Consuelo and Cap-
tain David Robbins with “Bah,  
Hum BUG.”

A slideshow of the win-
ners can be found on ALXBoat 
Parade.com. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/VISIT ALEXANDRIA
The Most Spirited Crew went to Magical Knots and Captain Brian Dollinger with “National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation.”

WEEKLY BRIEFING

Traditional holiday fare with music from 
Tchaikovsky’s and Duke Ellington’s Nutcracker, 
Handel’s Messiah, holiday favorites, a sing-along 
and more! Featuring soprano Helena Colindres.
Welcoming back BalletNova for Saturday’s 
performance. 

(703) 548-0885       alexsym.org
Adult: $20-$89   Student: $15   Youth: $5

      Home for the 
            Holidays

Jingle!

SAT. DEC 17, 2022   -   7:30 P.M.
SUN. DEC 18, 2022   -   3:00 P.M.

BalletNova

Helena Colindres, soprano

22-23 
season

The Little Theatre of Alexandria | 600 Wolfe Street | thelittletheatre.com

LTA rings in the holiday season with a new 
take on the Charles Dickens classic tale. 
Tiny Tim’s Christmas Carol is a child-friendly 
version of Scrooge’s eventful night, with 
many of the darker elements smoothed out. 
Tiny Tim longs to have his father home on 
Christmas day, but Ebenezer Scrooge won’t 
give Bob Cratchit the day off. There must 
be a way to change Scrooge’s mind – and 
perhaps a ghost or two will set Scrooge 
right! Written by Broadway’s award-winning 
Ken Ludwig and his son Jack, get ready for 
the wildest Christmas ride you’ve ever had!Dec. 3 - 17, 2022

**COVID Policy Revised - effective June 27, 2022. Please visit our website for details.

produced by Hilary Adams and Rick Portner
directed by Madeleine Smith
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Woodbine welcomes new CNA class

Beautification Commission names winners
The Alexandria Beautifica-

tion Commission announced 
three winners of the 2022 Al-
exandria Community Beauti-
fication Award, according to a 
news release. 

Ben Brenman Park was 
awarded for the ongoing exe-
cution of a large-scale native 
tree planting and nurturing of 
new native trees initiative.

The Telegraph and Duke 
Meadow Complex was awarded 

for continual commitment 
to maintain the interchange 
through the removal of inva-
sive plants.

The Visitors Center Gar-
den at the Ramsay House was 
awarded for revitalization and 
maintenance efforts.

The commission considers 
community projects that con-
tribute to the beautification of 
the city through cleanups, in-
vasive species removal, land-

scaping and environmentally 
sustainable practices. Commis-
sioners evaluate projects based 
on a variety of criteria like beau-
tification of spaces for the ben-
efit of the whole community, 
inclusion of environmentally 
sustainable design practices and 
ongoing maintenance. 

For more information, visit 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/
Beautification. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/WOODBINE
Woodbine Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center welcomed this year’s Alexandria City High School CNA 
class this week. Administrator Donna Shaw also welcomed nurse aid instructors Josephine Bloodworth 
and Pam Hippolyte-Walter, as students begin their clinical rotation at Woodbine.

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Black History Museum hosts workshop
The Alexandria Black His-

tory Museum will present its 
annual Kwanzaa How-to work-
shop on Saturday.

Staff and volunteers Cathy 
Riddick-Brown, Linda Haugh-
ton, Shaina Thomas and Lillian 

S. Patterson will show attend-
ees the origins, concepts, prac-
tices and foods of Kwanzaa. 
They’ll also learn about princi-
pals, symbols and fun activities 
during the workshop, which 
will take place at 2:15 p.m. at 

the Beatley Central Library, lo-
cated at 5005 Duke St.

The event is free, but reg-
istration is required. For more 
information, visit http://alex 
libraryva.org/event/7583964. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

WEEKLY BRIEFING

2-year-old Bodey might describe his breed as American 
Love Bug. He loves his human & canine friends and is always 
looking for ways to curl up and be closer. He's clocking in at 
nearly 70 lbs, so is hoping for an active lifestyle in his new 
home. Some may say he's *a bit* large for a lapdog but his 
sincerity is convincing.  In addition to chillaxing with humans, 
Bodey enjoys playing Fetch and walks in the park as well.  

Meet Bodey!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774

Holiday Elf

VIEW SEASON
& GET TIX 

 FEATURING MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 FINALIST & GUEST CONDUCTOR 

ANNA BINNEWEG
 AT GW MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL

SEASON FLEX 
PASS $100

~
18 & UNDER FREE

 ~
 SINGLE TIX $25

DECEMBER 11 @ 3 PM 

Composer Michael Stephen Brown 
performs his own 

Concerto for Piano and Strings

Plus Tchaikovsky's Fifth Symphony 
& Beethoven's Coriolan Overture 
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The future of internet is coming to Alexandria. Our gigabit fiber connection provides the best streaming, 
gaming and video-calling experience paired with unparalleled reliability. We never lock you into a contract 
and we offer phone and online support by real people.
 
We can’t wait to contribute to Alexandria’s incredible community!

Make your refundable preorder for only $9 at tinginternet.com/alexandria or by calling 855-846-4626 
and receive a free month of service and free standard installation!

Home Fiber 1000
Gigabit Internet

    Up to 1,000 Mbps upload and download speeds

   Connect 20+ devices seamlessly

   Unlimited data

$89/mo

Preorder today at tinginternet.com/alexandria

With Ting Internet, you’ll enjoy:

• Streaming TV with no interruptions
• Crystal-clear video calls
• Reliable smart home device connections
• Gaming with no ping and low lag

Get ready for 
light-speed internet
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dents who are chronically vi-
olent. The contract employee 
described the Minnie Howard 
campus as a scene out of “Lord 
of the Flies.”

The Times twice reached 
out to the ACPS communi-
cations office for comment 
from Interim Superintendent 
Melanie Kay-Wyatt, Ed.D on 
whether student identifica-
tions are being checked at Min-
nie Howard and elsewhere, on 
the ACPS expulsion policy and 
on the well-being of the ad-
ministrator who appeared to be 
injured in the fight, but did not 
hear back in time for our print 
deadline. Requests for com-
ment from two school board 
members and two members of 
the Parent Teacher Association 
board also went unanswered.

A frantic scene
The first emergency record-

ing about the fight was the dis-
patch for help at 11:31:29 a.m.

“Can you start [indistinct] 
to Minnie Howard right now? 
Direct. Where do you want 
him to meet you? If you can, 

have him go to the cafete-
ria side. It’s in the back of the  
building. Direct.”

Calls came into dispatch 
two minutes later from a staff 
member and an apparent stu-
dent at Minnie Howard from 
inside the cafeteria. 

11:33:11 A frantic female 
voice: “We need support in 

the cafeteria please.”  A male 
voice: “Ten-four, we’re sending 
someone down in a minute.”

11:33:19 An apparent stu-
dent: “There’s a big-ass fight 
here.” 

The pleas became more ur-
gent thirty seconds later, at 
11:33:44.

“SR12 to the units coming 

to Minnie Howard. You can go 
ahead and step it up.”

Just 12 seconds later nu-
merous voices were heard 
on one call, as the situation 
reached its climax.

“SR12, confirm you have 
units coming priority. Have 
them coming priority, sir.” A 
different voice responds: “They 
won’t open the door. We’re try-
ing to open the back door.”

The situation seemed to 
subside, then a few minutes 
later, from 11:40:30 to 11:41, 
communications from within 
Minnie Howard by different 
staff members revealed that 
fighting had resumed.

“Hey, we need some-
body in the cafeteria. There’s 
something else happening  
in the cafeteria.” 

“They’re fighting again.”
“There’s another fight 

downstairs.”
There’s also an EMT dis-

patch of an ambulance to Min-
nie Howard.

“Ambulance 410, engine 
203, you’re responding to 3801 
West Braddock Road, cross 
street Stadium Drive, gonna be 
at Minnie Howard, secondary 
school, for a 15-year-old male 
complaining of stomach pains 
from an assault. The scene is 
going to be warm and the en-
trance is going to be the cafete-
ria area. 11:49.”

Numerous videos have also 
been circulating that show 
what was taking place inside 
the Minnie Howard cafete-
ria as these dispatch calls were 
flying. One video, which was 
used in a Fox Five DC report, 
shows a man that, based on ap-
pearance and parent reports, 
looks to be Assistant Princi-
pal Robert Bowes temporarily 
restoring calm before he was 
knocked to the ground when 
the fight erupted again.

A second video begins just 
as the man who appears to 
be Bowes is knocked to the 
ground, but then sweeps to 
the left, showing students be-
ing crashed into tables, punch-
ing and flinging each other 
around, while a group of stu-

dents is seen repeatedly 
punching another child who 
is lying defenseless on the 
ground, with their arms over 
their head. Order is finally re-
stored when a large man wades 
into the melee and begins pull-
ing students apart.

The Alexandria Police De-
partment told numerous me-
dia outlets that there were 
no injuries in the fight, al-
though an ambulance was 
dispatched for the student 
with stomach pain. Video ev-
idence also clearly shows that 
an adult was knocked to the 
ground, and subsequent re-
ports by parents – some made 
directly to the Times and some 
posted on social media – were 
that Bowes was seen bleeding  
from the head.

APD Public Information 
Officer Marcel Bassett did 
not comment on the status of 
the administrator, but said in 
an email that “Medics were 
called to the scene to ‘check’ 
everyone over but no one was 
transported nor wanted to be 
transported to the hospital.” 
Bassett did not reply to a fur-
ther request to define what 
APD means when it uses the 
word “injured.”

Security and policies
One parent expressed frus-

tration in an interview at the 
seeming intransigence of the 
violence problem within ACPS 
overall and Minnie Howard in 
particular. “Jordan” – not their 
real name as the parent re-
quested anonymity – said it ap-
pears that students who have 
repeated incidents of violence 
are placed back into schools, 
sometimes following a brief 
suspension, and that nothing 
changes and the behavior is re-
peated.

“I just feel totally impotent 
as a parent. How are these kids 
[who repeatedly cause trou-
ble] sent back to school? I don’t 
think ACPS expels students any 
more. … We have kids in school 
who are so ill-behaved that 

MINNIE HOWARD   FROM | 1
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FILE PHOTO
The Minnie Howard campus of Alexandria City High School houses 
most of the city’s 9th grade students in one building.

(703) 836-8838   //  2729 King Street Alexandria, VA 22302  //  WoodbineRehab.com 

Blood Pressure and
Health Screening 

Woodbine is pleased to partner with Northern 
Virginia Community College Medical Education 
Campus and nursing students learning about 
community, public health and the vital role nurses 

play in keeping populations healthy and safe

Stop in between 11:00am and 2:00pm to sign up for your Silver Service Card from Senior 
Services of Alexandria that offers discounts to Alexandria Seniors 60 and over at many 
participating restaurants and retail businesses.  Find the list at seniorservicesalex.org.

Tuesday, December 13th 9am - 5pm

2729 King St, Alexandria, VA 22303

Hop on MEC Mobile, NOVA's Medical Education Campus Mobile Health 
Services on Wheels for a tour and health screening performed by Northern 
Virginia Community College nursing students.  The bus will be parked at 
Woodbine with plenty of parking for visitors.

Over 60? 
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Powered by the IWG network

It’s our mission to help you find the best way of working 
possible. A way that reduces commuting, cuts emissions 
and helps you stay focused and productive. It’s why we 
built the world’s largest workspace network. Because we 
want you to enjoy a great day at work.

FLEXIBLE WORKSPACE
IS CLOSER TO HOME
ALEXANDRIA.

SAVE UP TO

at Spaces
and across the
IWG network

$1,000*

Office

Coworking

Virtual Office

Meeting Rooms

Membership plans TALK TO US: VISIT US:

BOOK NOW

 +1 647-560-7019 regus.com/redeem

10% discount up to a maximum $1,000 on new product purchases in the USA. Full T&Cs available on regus.com/redeem
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they need a security guard to 
escort them to the bathroom,” 
Jordan said, and provided a re-
cording of a call being made for 
a security guard to escort a stu-
dent to the bathroom.

Jordan said the topic some 
people do not want to discuss 
– gangs – has to be addressed if 

ACPS is to become both a safe 
environment and one condu-
cive to learning. 

“How can we tackle the 
gang/crew problem in our 
schools if we don’t have open 
dialogue about the reality of it? 
And we know it exists,” Jordan 
said. “We don’t want honest 
dialogue in this community. 
We want filtered and mes-

saged dialogue among parents. 
And I don’t know where that  
comes from.”

Jordan was also upset that 
leaders of the school system, 
including Interim Superinten-
dent Melanie Kay-Wyatt and 
the School Board, have not 
taken a visible leadership role 
in addressing these problems.

Alexandria City Public 

Schools has held a series of 
school safety-related forums 
recently, the most recent of 
which took place in October. 
The event, which was hosted 
by ACPS, the Alexandria Coun-
cil of PTAs and Parents for Safe 
Schools and Parents for Safe 
Schools, covered topics like 
the district’s partnership with 
APD and how families and 

ACPS can work together to en-
sure student safety.

But many community 
members believe forums 
are not enough. “Why hav-
en’t we heard from anyone 
on the School Board? Elected 
members of the School Board 
should be aghast at what hap-
pened yesterday,” Jordan said.

Another Minnie Howard 
parent, “Pat,” who also didn’t 
want their real name used, said 
Minnie Howard is not follow-
ing the new security measures 
implemented for this school 
year to reduce violence in 
ACPS. Students in ACPS mid-
dle schools and the two cam-
puses of Alexandria City High 
School were supposed to show 
their school-issued  identifi-
cation upon entering school 
buildings to prevent unautho-
rized people from accessing 
the schools.

“They also no longer check 
student IDs when entering the 
building. This was one of the 
security enhancements for this 
year,” Pat said. “Parents were 
never informed that IDs were 
no longer being checked.”

A short-term contract em-

ployee, Tammi G., who worked 
at Minnie Howard for a month 
back in September-October 
2021, said she was verbally 
abused by students with vulgar 
insults on a daily basis and was 
physically assaulted by a fe-
male student on one occasion.

Tammi worked for the com-
pany Temporary Solutions, 
which had a contract with 

ACPS. She worked as a monitor 
at Minnie Howard, sometimes 
in the hallway, sometimes in 
the auditorium and sometimes 
even in classrooms.

“I was just shocked. … In 
my mind, I saw a ticking time 
bomb [at Minnie Howard]. One 
day there were like seven kids 
who would not do what they 
were supposed to. I tried to get 
on the phone to call the front 
office to help me. The phone 
didn’t work. The intercom 
didn’t work. I had to flag down 
a security officer. There were 
several incidents like that.”

Tammi said she was 
punched by a female student 
after asking a group of rowdy 
students in the auditorium to 
lower their voices. When she 
asked one particular student to 
stop going in and out of the au-
ditorium, which they weren’t 
supposed to do during the ex-
tended “Lunch & Learn” pro-
gram, the student responded 
by saying “F.U. Bi - - -”

“I said, ‘No, you’re not go-
ing to talk to me this way.’ 
She turned around and karate 
chopped me across my breast-
bone. I never touched her. I 
never cursed at her. I was very 
upset. I didn’t suffer an injury, 
but she assaulted me,” Tammi 
said. “I said ‘This is just out of 
control. This is like ‘Lord of  

the Flies.’”

‘A constant  
state of chaos’

The frustration of staff and 
administrators at the Minnie 
Howard campus on Monday is 
apparent in the audio commu-
nications available on open-
MHz.com. 

At 11:48:10, a call appears 
to have come from ACPS head-
quarters to Minnie Howard. 
The male voice from head-
quarters said, “Can you advise 
on the police presence on your 
campus?” A frustrated male 
voice responds: “Right now we 
are busy trying to clear our hall-
ways. We just had a major fight 
in the cafeteria and the police 
are all here and we’re just try-
ing to get our kids back in their 
room and then we’ll follow 
up. … We got about 30 kids on 
main street. [Woman yelling] 
Turn around and go back! Turn 
around and go back!”

Then, more frustration is 
evident at 11:52:43.

[Female voice] “Can I get 
an available security monitor 
near main street? Teacher says 
they need assistance on main 
street.” [Frustrated man] “Secu-
rity, I need you to round every 
student that you see in the hall-
way and escort them to the au-
ditorium. Because I’m going to 
send them home. They’ve had 
plenty of warnings and these 
students, round them up and 
take them to the auditorium.”

Jordan said they believe 
the current chaos is a result of 
“years of poor decision-mak-
ing,” including “degrading  
the school experience for  
everyone.”

“This is insane. The fact 
that this is acceptable is in-
sanity,” Jordan said. “And the 
fact that there’s no solution. 
I’m feeling pretty defeated. 
Right? Because we’re not get-
ting a second high school. No 
one’s talking about the disci-
pline system. We just have to 
accept that our kids go to these 
schools that are in a constant 
state of chaos.”

-ddunbar@alextimes.com
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We just have to accept that 
our kids go to these schools 

that are in a constant state of chaos.”
– Jordan,  

ACPS parent

ROBERT
BOWES

NO ONE CARES LIKE US

3021 COLVIN STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314   alexandriaautomotive.com 703-260-7700

Frustrated? Helpless? Stuck?
Tired of overpaying for subpar service?

Let us help! We pride ourselves on  
transparency, honest and integrity.
With Ben Nielsen’s Alexandria Automotive,  
you don’t have to sacrifice time for safety!

Now offering: “The Nielsen Now” – a complimentary  
pick up and delivery of your vehicle – and a shuttle service!
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cated at Ferdinand T. Day  
Elementary School, aids in 
ACPS’ goal to strengthen fam-
ily-school partnerships by 
empowering families to be ac-
tively engaged in their child’s 
learning and connecting them 
to resources that impact edu-
cational achievement and so-
cial-emotional development.

According to Krishna Leyva, 
ACPS’ family and community 
engagement center manager, 
FACE aims to support the Eq-
uity For All goal by creating 
meaningful opportunities to 
support children’s academic 
success, connecting families 
to tools, information and ser-
vices supporting educational 
quality of life, and eliminating 
barriers to family engagement, 
specifically for non-English- 
speaking families.

When it comes to imple-
menting recommendations 
from the 2020 Family Engage-
ment Evaluation, ACPS has 
made several steps forward. 
The district has, for example, 
restructured the family en-
gagement coordinator posi-
tion to provide coaching and 
training to division staff for 
“systemic integration of best 
practices,” Leyva said. 

“We heard from parents 
that many of the staff did not 
know about how to engage 
families, or basically how to do 

events that were actually pro-
viding some sort of learning 
component,” Leyva said, em-
phasizing the importance of 
systemic integration. “If it’s 
not systemic, it doesn’t work.” 

Changes also include pro-
moting fuller collaboration by 
offering training on equitable 
family engagement practices 
and inclusion to PTA leaders, 
providing coaching and on-
boarding for new school-based 
family liaisons and creat-
ing metrics and assessment of 
family engagement practices. 

Family liaisons – formerly 
known as parent liaisons – work 
in the schools and community 
to help give families assistance 
in supporting their children. 
They serve as coaches, family 
engagement experts, connec-
tors and cultural brokers. There 
are 10 school building-level 
family liaisons at John Adams, 
Ferdinand T. Day, Mount Ver-
non, James K. Polk, Francis C. 
Hammond, Patrick Henry, Jef-
ferson Houston, Cory Kelly, 
William Ramsay and George 
Washington. 

Specifically, the individu-
alized FACE action plan blue-
prints involve a team approach 
to ensure that stakeholders 
are from diverse backgrounds. 
Then there will be several 
steps; the first are goal align-
ment meetings to ensure FACE 
holds up ACPS’ core values, fol-
lowed by “building capacity” to 

advocate for all students, then 
“tools and resources” to help 
families navigate the school 
system, “measuring outcomes” 
and assessing the impact and 
planning for improvements 
and finally, “making adjust-
ments.” 

Blueprint success metrics 
include quantitative and qual-
itative data from each school, 
or assessments of high-qual-
ity, high-impact programs and 
activities, staff said. There will 
also be a family engagement 
rubric, event surveys and pro-
fessional learning on family 
engagement. 

Anthony Kurt Huffman, 
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 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ACPS held a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the opening of its Family and Community Engagement 
Center and Family Learning Zone.

The Alexandria Harmonizers present

Or visit Eventbrite.com

December 9, 2022
7:30 PM
Schlesinger Hall
Alexandria, VA

December 17, 2022
2:00 PM
Scottish Rite Temple
Washington, DC

www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org
Buckingham Mortgage LLC 

NMLS #1124970

Mortgage Solutions 
Available For:

• Primary Residences 
• Investment Properties 
• Refinancing

Call Your Mortgage Guy!
Charles Wade 
NMLS #2113292
240 224-4679
charles@bfgusa.com

Looking to work part-time,  
from home, with flexible hours? 

The Alexandria Times seeks an organized, 
personable self-starter to join our award-
winning sales team on a commission/
retainer/bonus basis. 

The ideal candidate would be willing to 
work at this at least 20 hours a week. 
Ideal for retirees, stay-at-home parents or 
people looking to add a part-time job. 

Training, sales materials, and feedback 
will be provided.

Contact Margaret Stevens, Times sales 
director, at mstevens@alextimes.com

AT
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office of community partner-
ships and engagement exec-
utive director, suggested that 
one way to strengthen cur-
rent family engagement is to 
expand the family liaisons to 
each school building. 

“We know we have to be 
cognizant and compassionate 
about the budget, but we do 
feel like with our demograph-
ics and how we have obviously 
families in need at every build-
ing, we feel like having family 
liaisons at each building would 
be a great enhancement to the 
district,” Huffman said. 

During the question-and- 
answer period, School Board 
Member Michelle Rief asked 
what occurs at schools that do 
not have family liaisons. 

Huffman responded that 
a multitude of things may 
happen in the absence of 
designated family liaisons de-
pending on the school site. For 
example, a social worker, assis-
tant principal, or PTA member 
may take on the role of a fam-
ily liaison. 

Board Member Willie Bai-
ley suggested splitting cur-
rent family liaisons between 
two buildings, which Huffman 
said ACPS has thought about 
implementing. However, he 
said that potential issues arise 
when the two buildings are ex-
tremely different in terms of 
communities, families and ed-
ucational needs. 

“It’s exactly the kind of 
question we’ve been thinking 
through too, is ‘How we are we 
meeting the needs of the build-
ings that don’t have one?’” 
Huffman said. 

Additionally, family liaisons 
at each building are funded by 
that particular building, which 
creates another layer of com-
plexity. 

The new FACE Center 
opened on Nov. 29 with an of-
ficial ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and remarks from ACPS staff, 
administration and families. 
The FACE Center both cele-
brates the program’s current 
efforts and serves as an acces-
sible channel for families who 
need personalized assistance 
from ACPS. 

Board Member Ashley 
Simpson Baird asked about how 
the physical center will impact 
the process of family engage-
ment, to which Leyva replied 
that the main goal is to “em-
power and support” families. 

The center includes a learn-
ing zone, equipped with $5,000 
of donated bilingual books, 
and an administrative assis-
tant who used to be a teacher. 
The center, which Leyva called 
a “one stop shop,” will also pro-
vide a space to train staff and 
computers for families who 
need access and may not have 
one at home. 

“The idea is that if a parent 
comes in, and they want to con-
nect with somebody … we are 
able to help that family [and] 

meet them where they are, 
connect them with the school 
if that is needed, but also, give 
them resources that they can 
take home,” Leyva said. 

While the FACE Center 
symbolizes significant prog-
ress, staff is still working on 
amendments to the program. 
When it comes to family liai-
sons, for example, Huffman 
said that the implementation 
would likely have to be “sys-
tematic [and] tiered.” It may 
not be possible to fill every 
single building right away, so 
the district will identify which 
buildings are the highest pri-
ority. 

“We know we need people 
at the high school and maybe 
Minnie Howard. That’s a real 
need,” Huffman said. “… We 
would just look at a criteria and 
start to kind of level that out 
and say, ‘Who’s really a priority 
now? Who can be next year? 
How do we phase this in over a 
system of three years to really 
help out?’” 

Board Chair Meagan Alder-
ton expressed support for the 
FACE Center’s opening, noting 
that conversations will con-
tinue in the future about how 
to further enhance the center. 

“[There] are a lot of excit-
ing developments in this area. 
Congratulations on the open-
ing of the FACE Center; [we’re] 
looking forward to seeing the 
expansion of this work,” Alder-
ton said.

-oanderson@alextimes.com 
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 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Krishna Leyva, ACPS’ family and community engagement manager, kicks off the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
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Local stores 
offer luxurious 
products
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Presents come in a vari-
ety of shapes, sizes and price 
points. And when shopping 
for those closest to the heart, 
sometimes it’s worth the ad-
ditional dollars to purchase 
something extra special. 

From custom-designed jew- 
elry to rare Swiss watches, for 
this week’s Holiday Gift Guide 
we’ve rounded up a list of lux-
ury items sure to wow your 
loved ones. While these gifts 
are on the pricier side, they’re 
also investments that will last 
a lifetime, or at least bring a 
smile to your face. 

But if you’re looking for 
something slightly more cost 
effective, be sure to check back 

next week for our affordable 
gift suggestions.  

Potomack Auction 
Company

Since 2006, The Potomack 
Auction Company has served a 
clientele of collectors, dealers, 
estates, historic institutions 
and museums. Based in Old 
Town, at 1120 N. Fairfax St., 
PAC is the largest D.C.-based 
auction house and also con-
ducts online auctions. 

This month the auction 
house will hold a fine jewelry 
sale, which includes a platinum 
emerald and diamond ring es-
timated at $8,000 to $12,000. 
Proceeds will go to the Pre-
vention of Blindness Society of 
Metropolitan Washington.

On the steep side, the hol-
iday sale will feature a se-
lection of watches, such as 

a rare Swiss piece estimated 
at $40,000 to $50,000, and a 
seven carat ring estimated at 
$60,000 to $100,000. But it will 
also include more affordable – 
yet still lavish – options, like 
Elsa Peretti earrings with yel-
low-gold emerald studs, es-
timated at $700 to $900, and 
Hermes holiday scarves issued 
during the winter season, esti-
mated at $150 to $250.

“We also have things that 
are more affordable, but still 
luxury and fine,” PAC Owner 
Elizabeth Wainstein said. “… 
There’s a lot of very nice luxury 
items that people can buy for 
holiday gifts that are not going 
to break the bank.”

PAC will also hold a li-
brary and home objects sale, 
featuring items from the es-

Splurge-worthy gifts  
for a special occasion 
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This Hermes silk Carre scarf is estimated at $150 to $200. 

Make holiday 
dining with family 

& friends even 
better with our 
party platters.

The perfect gift:
A $50 or $100 gift  

certificate with a 15% bonus!

Belle View Shopping Center, 1510-A Belle View Blvd.
703.660.6085 • www.dishesofindia.com

WEEKEND 1

December 2nd

through

December 4th

WEEKEND 2

December 9th

through

December 11th

WEEKEND 3

December 16th

through

December 18th

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2022

WEEKEND 1

December 2nd

through

December 4th

WEEKEND 2

December 9th

through

December 11th

WEEKEND 3

December 16th

through

December 18th

DEL RAY ARTISANS
HOLIDAY MARKET

2022

Hand-crafted artwork from different artists every weekend.
Del Ray Artisans Gallery
2704 Mt. Vernon Ave., Alexandria
DelRayArtisans.org/holiday-market

FONTAINE

Give yourself a gift 
during the  

hustle & bustle  
of the season!

Stop by Fontaine 
Cafe or Coffee Shop 
for a peaceful meal 
or shopping break.

119 South Royal St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
703-535-8151 • www.FontaineCaffe.com

Mon. - Tues. 10 am - 3 pm; Fri. 5:30 pm - 8 pm 
Wed. - Fri. 10 am - 3 pm; 5:30 pm - 10 pm 

Sat. 9 am - 10 pm; Sun. 9 am - 8 pm
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tate of former U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell. His library 
yielded three main collections: 
military history, African Amer-
icana and foreign policy.

Some of the Powell pieces 
include “Fighting for Peace: 
Seven Critical Years in the Pen-
tagon” by Caspar Weinberger, 
signed by Weinberger and an-
notated by Powell, and a Quincy 
Jones book signed to Powell. 

“They’re both luxury sales, 
and there’s something for ev-
eryone,” Wainstein said. “... 
This is certainly two good sales 
for the holidays.”  

Kyo Gallery
Although Kyo Gallery has 

a brick-and-mortar store lo-
cated at 111 S. Patrick St., the 
art gallery also exists on a digi-
tal platform in order to expose 
a wide array of artists, medi-
ums and concepts. 

“Our general goal is to fuse 
together the local flavor of Old 
Town Alexandria and sort of 
expose them to the interna-

tional market while at the same 
time [bringing] our interna-
tional artists into the local mar-
ket themselves,” Kyo Gallery 
Director Jason Longfellow said. 
“So, what we have is an eclectic 
mix of art that ranges not just 
internationally, but also keeps 
the focus on Old Town and the 
greater DMV area.” 

According to Longfellow, 
the themes and trends of Kyo 
Gallery often reflect the cur-
rent times. For example, when 
the gallery first opened during 
the Trump administration, it 
featured a large number of po-
litical works. More recently, 

much of Kyo Gallery’s art ex-
plores how people have been 
navigating the COVID-19 pan-
demic since it first hit several 
years ago. 

Kyo Gallery has access to 
more than 200 artists and of-
fers a variety of art, from tra-
ditional to Avant Garde pieces. 
There are specialized catego-
ries to choose from; entry-level 
art, for example, is in a section 
called “originals under $500,” 
“simply bold” features pop art 
with a twist, and “humanity’s 
escape” is filled with land, city 
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COURTESY PHOTO
“February” by Ed Little uses semi-realism and composition that fully immerses the audience with his 
application and subject matter. 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Lorien’s diplomat suite features a 720-square-foot terrace, king-
size bed, separate living room and oversized bathroom.

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

915 King St, Alexandria | 703-684-1435

Silk Kantha Stitch Sari Bathrobe Crafted in India

Robe 
yourself 

in Luxury!

1127 King St, Alexandria VA 
703.566.5885

A special gift 
for the one 
you love. 

Handcrafted Fine Italian

Leather & Accessories

serafinoleather.com        info@serafinoleather.com  

@serafinoitalianleather       @serafinoleather
1909 Mount Vernon Avenue, Del Ray 

703.836.1212 •www.kaizentavern.com

Holiday Platters 
Please the palette  
& delight the eye!

Sat. - Sun. Brunch all day & full 
dinner menu from 9 am 

Mon. - Fri. Brunch all day & 
full dinner menu from 4 pm

Love the wine you're with

108 N. Patrick Street, Alexandria VA | winegallery108.com

Consider our event space for your next bridal
celebration and shop with us for exclusive

wines and thoughtful wedding gifts.

Give the perfect gift:  
100 Point

Champagne

winegallery108.com 

Hurry in–Limited supply!
108 N. St Asaph St.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  DECEMBER 8, 2022 | 13 

and seascapes. Pieces range 
from $50 to more than $20,000. 

“Our operating ethos is to 
represent artists in the best 
way we can, whether that be 
with amazing commissions 
to the artist, or help buttress-
ing their career in all the other 
ways that matter. That’s one of 
our primary goals in the back-
ground as we sell and expose 
the art to the local and world 
community,” Longfellow said. 

Kyo Gallery is appoint-
ment-only on weekdays and 
open to the public on week-
ends during open hours.

Lorien Hotel & Spa
Located at 1600 King St., 

Lorien Hotel & Spa is the City 
of Alexandria’s only hotel and 
spa. The luxury spot includes 
a restaurant, BRABO Brasserie 
– which offers contemporary 
American cuisine with Euro-
pean techniques and locally 
sourced ingredients – and al-
fresco places to sit and relax. 

The Lorien offers a wide 
range of rooms, such as the 
diplomat suite, Lorien terrace 
suite and presidential suite. 
The diplomat suite features a 
720-square-foot terrace, king-
size bed, separate living room 
and oversized bathroom; the 
Lorien terrace suite offers an 
outdoor terrace, king bed, sepa-
rate living room and large bath-
room with a soaking tub; and 
the presidential suite includes 

a dining room for six, king bed 
and spa-inspired bathroom. 

Those desiring to truly un-
wind and unplug this season 
don’t need to look any further 
than the Lorien’s spa, which 
has five treatment rooms, a 
relaxation lounge and fitness 
center. 

The spa offers different 
types of services, from mas-
sages to facials. The 80-min-
ute Lorien Signature Massage, 
priced at $200, uses warm ba-
salt stones to promote vital-
ity and relaxation, while the 
50-minute Elemis Superfood 
Pro-Radiance Facial, priced 
at $155, uses nutrients to 
jump start tired skin and an 
amino active mask to restore  
lost moisture. 

For a real splurge into re-
laxation, there are various hol-
iday packages. For example, 
the Winter Relaxation Body 
Ritual is a three-step ritual of 
full-body exfoliation, massage 
and wrap that is sure to soothe 
stress and calm the mind, body 
and spirit.

Gold Works
Gold Works, a local jewelry 

store in Old Town, has occu-
pied 1400 King St. since 1990. 
The artisan jewelry shop works 
with natural and lab-created 
diamonds. Owner David Mar-
tin’s specialty is making cus-
tom rings or reworking family 
pieces into new, fresh designs. 
It holds many collections, 
such as rings, Celtic weav-

ings, crests, earrings, cufflinks  
and medals.

One of Gold Works’ most 
popular items is a line of 
charms called “Charming Al-
exandria,” which are custom 
designed handmade charms 
unique to the city. Examples 
include the George Washing-
ton Masonic Temple, ghost 
lanterns and Mount Vernon Es-
tate. They come in silver, at ap-
proximately $40, and gold, at 
approximately $200 to $500 
depending on weight. 

For the holidays, Store and 
Sales Manager Aimee Nece 
recommended Gold Works’ or-
bit line – sets of pearl jewelry 
using “puddles” of gold and sil-
ver, pearls and diamonds. The 
orbit collection ranges from 
about $150 to $1,200. 

“[It’s] very popular, and 
I think it has to do with the 
mixed metal look and the mix 
of stones, the pearls, the dia-
monds, the silver and gold al-
together,” Nece said. 

With Gold Works’ mantra 
being “Your design is my hori-
zon,” the store’s ultimate mis-
sion is to bring to life clients’ 
vision, whether that be by do-
ing repairs, making custom de-
signs or repurposing old pieces.

“[It’s helping] your vision of 
how you think you would wear 
your jewelry. Because that’s the 
thing – to not just have a piece 
of jewelry that’s sitting in your 
house, but to enjoy wearing it,” 
Nece said. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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COURTESY PHOTO
The “Charming Alexandria” charms come in silver and gold and are 
unique to the City of Alexandria. 

HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

Union    Square
Elegant, sophisticated  

accommodations. 
Contact Union Square at 

571.263.9805
Find us online at  

Visit Alexandria Unique venues 
and on Wedding Wire.Union Square is a master stroke of creativity. A unique adaptive 

reuse space located in Historic Old Town. With a decidedly French 
influence, this stunning venue showcases a selection of original 

paintings, prints and surrealistic fashion images by internationally 
recognized photographer, Rodney Smith.

Now accepting holiday & winter bookings.
Find us online at Visit Alexandria Unique venues and on Wedding Wire.

UnionSquare

571-263-9805 | bird22314@gmail.com

The art of imagination

2 E Walnut St, 22301 | (703) 888-0709 | www.grapeandbean.com

Under new ownership!

Rosemont’s hidden gem  
for holiday meals or a 

peaceful cup of coffee!
Check out our Market for stocking stuffers!v v
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ACDS robotics team finishes third
Throughout the fall in 

Alexandria Country Day 
School’s Innovation Lab, 
members of the new robotics 
team could be found prepar-
ing for the First Lego League 
SuperPower Challenge. Stu-
dents learned to block code 
using Spike Prime, designed 
their robot and strategized 
as to how they would attack 
the challenges they would en-
counter at the competition. 

The result of their hard work 
was a third place finish out of 
24 teams in the Robot Chal-
lenge portion of the compe-
tition where they were asked 
to complete as many of the 
15 challenges as they could in 
just two and a half minutes. 

“I couldn’t have asked 
for better results for our first 
time competing,” Scott Lieb-
erman, director of technology 
and team coach, said. “This 

team of 10 kids strategized, 
iterated, and wrote new code 
over and over again, always 
looking for ways to make it 
work a little better.  First Lego 
League robotics was new for 
all of us, me included, and I 
am thrilled with how well the 
team did. I’m looking forward 
to seeing how they incorpo-
rate all that they’ve learned 
into next year’s First Lego 
League challenge.”

Author visits Browne Academy 
On Nov. 7, Browne Acad-

emy welcomed New York 
Times best-selling author 
Donna Barba Higuera to cam-
pus. The Newbery and Pura 
Belpré Award winner spoke 
to middle schoolers about her 
book “The Last Cuentista” and 
provided insight into her use 
of folklore in her acclaimed 
book. For lower school stu-
dents, Higuera read her pic-
ture book “El Cucuy is Scared, 

Too!” and also shared its ori-
gins in folklore and in her rich 
family history. After each pre-
sentation, Higuera did a Q&A 
and signed copies of her books.

Browne’s fifth graders all 
read “The Last Cuentista” for 
summer reading, and the book 
was also an option for sixth 
and seventh summer read-
ing. Many lower school stu-
dents have read “El Cucuy Is  
Scared, Too.”

Blessed Sacrament School 
holds Advent Wreath Blessing 

On Nov. 28, the entire 
Blessed Sacrament School, pre-
school through eighth grade, 
gathered in the gym for the An-
nual Advent Wreath Blessing. 
This was done the first Mon-
day of Advent to celebrate the 
beginning of the new liturgi-
cal season and share in the ex-
citement for the birth of Jesus 
Christ as a community.

Each class brought their 
wreath to be blessed by Father 
Kelly who then lit the first can-
dle with Principal Chelak. Fa-
ther Kelly shared the meaning 
of Advent with students and 
asked them questions about 
their understanding of Advent. 
Afterward, the wreaths were 

brought back to the classrooms 
where they will stay for the du-
ration of Advent. The tradi-
tional candles are exchanged 
for flameless, electric candles 
so that students may “light” 
them at the start of each day.  

COURTESY PHOTO
Blessed Sacrament School stu-
dents recently gathered for the 
Annual Advent Wreath Blessing. 

COURTESY PHOTO
The Robotics team at the First Lego League SuperPower Challenge. 

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Looking for engaging 
activities for your little 
ones? Next session of 

Piccolo Classes (for 
Curious Kids Ages 3-6) 

starts in January!

Learn more at 
opalmusicstudio.com

571.970.2615
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Community spirit thrives  
at Fusion Academy

The halls of Fusion Acad-
emy were filled with holiday 
spirit as students, staff and 
families gathered for a Thanks-
giving Potluck. After a three-
year hiatus, Fusion Alexandria’s 
doors were thrown open to wel-
come in the community for this 
long-standing event.

All the communal tables 
were covered with contribu-

tions, from homemade mac and 
cheese made by a high schooler 
to festive pumpkin rolls  
and cupcakes. 

Students, staff and families 
mingled at the buffet before 
settling into spots around cam-
pus to eat. Siblings and friends 
sat alongside teachers and par-
ents, swapping stories, laughs 
and food.

Grace Episcopal School 
holds turkey tradition

Grace Episcopal School 
students took part in a long-
standing Grace tradition in 
November and built “Tom the 
Turkey” using boxes of cereal 
and ziploc bags donated by the 
school community. 

For the first time since 
2019, all of Grace’s preschool 
through fifth grade students 
enjoyed building Tom to-

gether, with older Grace “bud-
dies” helping the preschool 
through first graders. The 
school collected a total of 253 
boxes of cereal and ziploc bags 
to be distributed to the clients 
of the Grace Church Food Pan-
try that serves more than 300 
clients twice a week. The tradi-
tion allows for children to see 
the joy of giving to others.

Immanuel Lutheran join in month of service
Each November, the entire 

Immanuel Lutheran School 
community engages in an an-
nual month of service, dedi-
cating the month to a renewed 
commitment to serving neigh-
bors through projects in part-
nership with organizations 
within Alexandria and North-
ern Virginia.

As the month began, Im-
manuel families contributed 
to 62 Thanksgiving meal kits 
to share with area families 
through Christ House in Old 
Town. Students and teach-
ers also donated more than 
$700 to help purchase fresh 
milk and butter to be included 
with the meals. Students and 
parents helped to deliver the 
meals to Christ House in early 
November to be distributed at 
the center in advance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

Throughout the month, 
the Immanuel community 
held a general food drive col-
lection to stock the food pan-
try at Christ House. Together 
the community collected more 
than 2000 non-perishable 
food items for area families 
served by the food pantry.

Throughout the year, Im-
manuel families also support 

the Assist Pregnancy Center in 
Springfield, Virginia, through 
weekly chapel offerings. Each 
November, teachers and staff 
hold a collection for new baby 
supplies for mothers, fathers 
and babies supported by As-
sist. Teachers and staff col-
lected baby clothes, blankets, 
shampoo and lotion and other 
needed supplies. 

COURTESY PHOTO
Immanuel families contributed 62 Thanksgiving meal kits to share 
with area families through Christ House during its month of service.

Out of the classroom 
Education section

Immanuel Lutheran School 
offers a Christian and classi-
cal education with a liberal arts 
curriculum for Junior Kinder-
garten through eighth grade.

Immanuel Lutheran has 
served families for more than 
75 consecutive years and in-
stilled in students a genuine 
love for learning through a 
strong liberal arts curriculum, 
Lutheran catechesis and a rich 
academic environment that 
encourages subject mastery.

ILS teachers emphasize aca-
demic excellence, the develop-
ment of curiosity, consistency, 
perseverance and discussion. 
Together, teachers and students 
in Junior Kindergarten through 
eighth grade embark on a 
shared journey to experience 
the beauty in the complexity of 
the natural world, great litera-
ture, world history, the wonders 

of math and science and the 
Creator who made us all.

Wisdom, eloquence and 
virtue – these are the aims of 
a classical education at ILS. 
More than the acquisition of 
basic skills and mere compe-
tency, ILS believes the purpose 
of education is to transform, el-
evate and refine the mind and 
the soul. The focus is for young 
scholars to develop a strong 
foundation of curiosity, knowl-
edge and understanding that 
can be built upon throughout 
their lives. The good, the true 
and the beautiful are the uni-
versal values of a classical edu-
cation and serve as the building 
blocks of classical learning. The 
classical arts are timeless and 
proven and have been known to 
produce many eloquent confes-
sors and wise leaders. Classical 
education is a holistic approach 

to education, and a return to 
excellence in teaching, curricu-
lum and expectations.

This is advertorial content.

Immanuel Lutheran School
School Profile

School name: 

Immanuel Lutheran School

Address:  

1801 Russell Rd., Alexandria

Year founded: 1870 - 1910; 

reopened in 1945

Grades: Pre-K to eighth grade

Number of students: 206

Organization/Church Affiliation:  

Lutheran Church -Missouri Synod

Tagline: Inspiring the next 

generation of classical thinkers.

Website: www.ilsalexandria.org

Contact: 703-549-0155 or  

admissions@ immanuelalexandria.org

AT A GLANCE

PHOTOS/IMMANUEL LUTHERAN SCHOOL
The classical education at ILS aims to teach wisdom, eloquence and 
virtue.
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Alexandria’s 51st Annual Scottish Christmas Walk Parade took place on Saturday, 
during one of the city’s biggest weekends. The lively event featured dozens of 
Scottish clans dressed in colorful tartans, regional pipe and drum bands and 
Scottie dogs. Thousands of participants stopped by, including former Councilor 
Del Pepper, who served as this year’s Grand Marshal.

Scottish Christmas Walk 
Parade takes Old Town

 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT

 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
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TimesLiving
BY RORY CALLAGHAN

Holiday cooking is hec-
tic no matter the cuisine. Here 
are a few tips that are univer-
sal to shaving time and labor 
off your holiday meals prepa-
ration. My key tip for the large 
gathering cooking: don’t sweat 
it if it isn’t perfect. It’s all about 
family getting together. If you 
do that, your meal is sure to be 
a success. 

Scissors not knives 
When cutting up fine herbs 

I use scissors and cut them di-
rectly into the food, skipping 
the step of knife and cutting 
board. These are perfect for 
scallions, chives, parsley and 
such. Make a cut lengthwise 
first, then snip away.    

Fill a traditional coffee 
maker with water  

This is harder and more 
time consuming than it should 
be. Glass carafes can be diffi-
cult to read because the water 
sloshes around a while before 
settling, and steel carafe mod-
els require that you eyeball the 
gauge to see if you’ve filled it to 
the right level. Accurate mea-
suring is the key to consistently 
good coffee. And your pre-mea-
sured bottle makes it fast. 

Take a few minutes to ready 
a bottle you’ll use as your water 
measurer from now on. Your 
measuring cup has both En-
glish and metric marks, so take 
your pick. Add 150ml water per 

cup. Using a funnel, pour that 
water into a 1 or 2 liter bot-
tle and mark a line in Sharpie 
where to fill to. I keep 4, 5 and 
6 cup marks on my bottle. It’s 
fast and easy.  

Upgrade your coffee mea-
suring by weighing your beans 
instead of counting spoonfuls, 
which are never alike. Again, 
metric makes it easy to com-
pute. I know I like 7.5 grams 
of coffee per cup. For six cups, 
I'll fill to that line and put 45g 
of beans in the grind capsule. 
My machine is grind-and-
brew. It’s an alarm clock. It’s a 
coffee maker. It’s an olfactory 
alarm clock once that delicious 
aroma permeates the house. 

Milk to coffee  
or coffee to milk? 

Warm up some milk in a 
cup in the microwave for 30 
seconds before pouring in hot 
coffee. It mixes better without 
using a spoon! Starts hotter. 
Stays hotter.

Use fresh garlic
The fastest way to get a 

great garlic flavor is to use the 
flat of a large knife. Place the 
clove on a cutting board. Place 
the knife, blade away, on top of 
the clove. Pound it once with 
the heel of your free hand. The 
skin will easily peel away. Add 
the smashed bulb to medium 
hot olive oil and allow it to al-
most brown. Discard the clove. 
Use this flavored oil to con-
tinue making your meal.

Cut your food,  
not your fingers 

Knives scare people, and 
with good reason. You proba-
bly know that a sharp knife is 
safer than a dull one. Would 
you have guessed a large knife 
is safer than a small one?  

Large vegetables, like spa-
ghetti squash and pumpkin, 
can be difficult and dangerous 
to cut through. I find a cleaver 
is the MVP of my kitchen tools 
for cutting and chopping things 
of all sizes. Here’s my number 
one tip for never cutting your-
self while chopping food, and 
I’m not making a joke; look 
at your non-knife hand and 
make sure you see all five fin-
gers NOT under the blade. 
Push down on the blade. Re-
peat. Sounds so basic, doesn’t 
it? People cut themselves all 
the time out of distraction. Fo-
cus and with each push of the 
blade confirm you see no fin-
gers under it. It’s mindful cook-
ing, with a focus on safety. 

When cutting through 
large veggies or frozen items, 
you can use a rubber mallet to 
pound the blade through. This 
is the safest way to make a 
cut because you know for cer-
tain your hands are not under 
the blade. Line up the blade 
where you want to cut and 
push down just a bit. Strike the 
mallet down on the top edge of 
the knife firmly enough for the 
blade to fully penetrate. If it 
doesn’t go all the way through, 
hit it again until it does.  

Cleaning grease-
covered screens

Turn on the grill, set the 
screen inside it and let the 
grease burn off. Do not grab the 
handle when it’s hot. Remem-
ber to turn off the grill in five 
minutes or you’ll have spent 
$20 to clean the screen!    

 
Use Z-fold hot dogs 

This is not a hack so much 
as a clever way to cook a hot 
dog that I believe I invented 
as a kid. Hold the dog on a cut-
ting board and carefully use 
a fillet or other very sharp 
knife. Start by finding the cen-
ter, then move over a little so 
you’re positioned to cut off one 
third of it. Cut almost through 
but not quite. You can fold the 
meat back to get it to open 
fully without cutting through. 
Turn it over and repeat on the 
other side. Now you have a hot 
dog that can be opened up and 
cooked flat. This gives more 
flavor to the surface area, espe-
cially if you’re using cast iron. 
And you can serve them flat on 
regular bread, or fold back into 
tube shape on a hot dog bun 
and fill the folds with fix-ins! 
These are fun and delicious. 
Kids love ‘em.

Making your own pizza
Store bought dough, wh-

ether flat or requiring rolling, 
is a great way to almost hand 
make your pizza. And a Mar-
gherita pie is the easiest and 
most classic of all pizzas. Fresh 

tomato, mozzarella, fresh ba-
sil leaves, olive oil, salt and 
pepper are all you need. In the 
oven or on the grill, on a stone 
or not, just get your oven as hot 
as it will get. You’ll get it wrong 
once or twice, but make notes 
on what worked and what 
didn’t, and soon you’ll have 
your pies dialed! A genuine 
pizza piel is invaluable. I make 
my pie on it, then slide it onto 
the stone, retrieve, cut, serve. 
All on the piel.

The writer is kitchen 
planning director at M&M 

Appliance on South Washington 
Street, and Blair Road NW, 

Washington, D.C. Questions 
on all things kitchens and 

cooking will be entertained at 
roryc@mandmappliance.com. 

Kitchen hacks simplify never-ending tasks

 PHOTO/RORY CALLAGHAN
Cleavers are good for chopping 
large vegetables like spaghetti 
squash and pumpkin. 

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 
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Cleaning myths to 
keep in mind
BY BRANDPOINT

If you tend to do a fourth 
quarter deep clean of your 
house, you’re not alone. Ac-
cording to a recent Harris Poll 
online survey, 74% of U.S. 
adults like to do a comprehen-
sive, deep clean to reset their 
living space. A deep clean of 
your home is always useful, but 
a fall deep clean is a great way 
to transition from one season 
to another and prep your home 
for the winter holidays.

The survey also shed light 
on some common precon-
ceived notions many Ameri-
cans hold about cleaning. So, 
before you grab your cleaning 
supplies, take a look and see 
what common cleaning myths 
you believe and how you 
can clean your home better  
this winter.

Myth #1:  
DIY solutions are safer

About 62% of U.S. adults 
believe DIY solutions are a 
safer option than currently 
available retail products, with 
61% saying vinegar and bleach 
are the most important ingre-
dients for their cleaning rou-
tines because they can be used 
on every surface.

The truth is that DIY clean-
ing solutions, like water and 
vinegar, are fine to use on some 
surfaces but can easily dam-
age floors and other surfaces. 
It’s important to use effec-
tive products that are gentle 
enough to not damage the sur-
face you’re cleaning.

Myth #2:  
Mop and bucket 
cleaning is the best

More than half of Ameri-

Fact or fiction?
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 PHOTO/BRANDPOINT
When cleaning your home, it’s important to use effective products that are gentle enough to not damage 
the surface you’re cleaning.

HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE

HOME OF THE WEEK

Living is easy in Old Town, 
and 210 N Alfred St. is close 
to it all – the waterfront, 
award-winning dining, bou-
tique shopping and mem-
orable events. It is ideal for 
commuters as it is close to two 
metro stations – King Street 
and Braddock Road, which has 
Yellow and Blue lines – easy 
to hop on interstates, biking 
and walking trails of the GW 
Parkway and great proximity 
to Washington, D.C. This end-
unit, two-story townhome  
offers an abundance of natu-
ral light and presents a mod-
ern flair perfectly mixed with 
historic charm. Crisp neu-
tral paint colors through-
out provide a backdrop  
that compliments any decor. 
High ceilings, pristine hard-
wood floors, plantation shut-
ters and recessed lights finish 

most rooms. The living room 
entrance with a commanding 
decorative fireplace and dis-
tinguished mantle flows into 
a separate dining room with 
custom built-ins. The gor-
geous kitchen with a con-
temporary style showcases an 
oversized center island with 
a sink/breakfast bar, stainless 
appliances and ample cab-
inet and drawer storage. A 
warm family room abuts the 
kitchen so you won’t miss a 
beat, and entertaining family 
and friends will be a breeze. 
French doors from the fam-
ily room lead to a fantastic 
fenced outdoor space, which 
is rare to find in Old Town. 
A large deck steps down to 
a lawn area and extends to 
a quaint patio guaranteed 
to be enjoyed in the warmer 
months while dining alfresco. 

The upper level consists of 
three gracious bedrooms and  
two full bathrooms. The bright  
primary bedroom is a great 
escape. The room features 
a grand walk-in closet that 
steps through to a stunning 
ensuite bath that boasts a dual 
sink vanity, and a luxurious 
walk-in shower with subway 
tile and a rainforest shower-
head. Pull-down attic stor-
age is available in the second 
bedroom and the “basement” 
utility space provides another 
option for all your out-of-sea-
son items. Originally built in 
1830, this home seamlessly 
eased into the new era with a 
lovely vibe, beautiful finishes, 
an unbeatable location and 
immediacy to everything this 
spectacular area offers.

Modern flair meets historic charm in Old Town 
Address:  

210 N Alfred St.,

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood:  

Old Town 

Price: $1,250,000

Square feet: 1,911

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

Year built: 1830

Contact:

Sue and Allison Goodhart 

sue@thegoodhartgroup.com

allison@thegoodhart 

group.com

703-362-3221

PHOTOS/C GAUTHIER PHOTOGRAPHY
Top: Lovely 210 N Alfred St. 
Middle: Spectacular light-filled 
living room.  
Bottom: Contemporary and 
gorgeous kitchen.
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cans believe an old-fashioned 
mop and bucket is the best way 
to clean floors. The fact is that 
mop-and-bucket cleaning can 
ruin flooring by over-saturat-
ing the floors and damaging 
them. This method also wastes 
precious water, which is why 
sustainably minded consumers 
opt to use spray mops.

If you’re looking for a spray 
mop to clean and protect your 
floors, try out a spray mop. 
They are easier to use and, 
when paired with the right for-
mulation, give you the most 
effective clean with the right 
saturation to avoid damaging 
your floors.

Myth #3:  
Specific cleaning  
cloths don’t matter

According to survey results, 
66% of U.S. adults tend to use 
old rags or paper towels rather 
than microfiber pads or cloths 
when cleaning their home’s 
surfaces. While using rags 
and paper products may be 
cheaper and more convenient, 
they’re not the most effective 

or environmentally friendly 
options. Microfiber cloths are 
reusable, saving hundreds of 
disposable pads from end-
ing up in landfills and can  
decrease deforestation.

Myth #4:  
What parents say goes

Many respondents said 
they prefer the classic mop-
and-bucket cleaning method 
because they grew up know-
ing it (48%) and it’s the most 
effective/deepest clean (44%). 
While you may have grown 
up with one cleaning method, 
it doesn’t mean you have to 
stick to it forever. Cleaning 
formulations and tools have 
come a long way over the 
years, and there are easier op-
tions that provide a deep and  
effective clean.

Myth #5:  
Older generations 
do things the old-
fashioned way

While nearly 60% of U.S. 
adults agreed that the best 
way to clean floors is with an 
old-fashioned mop and bucket, 
older adults aged 65 and older 

were less likely to agree with 
this statement. This age group 
was also the generation least 
likely to agree that DIY solu-
tions are safer than those on 
store shelves.

The truth is, older gener-
ations had to use old-fash-
ioned methods of cleaning for 

decades. Now that they have 
more options, they’re con-
sciously moving away from 
mop-and-bucket cleaning and 
DIY solutions and into options 
like spray mops and floor-spe-
cific cleaning solutions as they 
see the benefits each provides. 
Take a cue from your elders 

and switch to easy-to-use, ef-
fective and safe options.

Cleaning should be safe, 
easy and effective. Knowing 
the truth behind these five 
myths may help you up your 
cleaning game so you can get 
the deepest clean before win-
ter sets in.
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Microfiber cloths are a reusuable, environmentally friendly option.

HOMES 

DESIGN STUDIOS IN MD | DC | VA

CaseDesign.com 
703.539.5000

Our commitment to providing a safe, healthy, 
and respectful worksite and experience.

Balance. 
Harmony. 
Gratitude.

   
From our home to yours,  
we wish you and your loved  
ones a safe and joyous holiday.
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New or gently  
used baby items:
• Amvets Thrift Store 
• MaRiH Center

Bikes:
• Amvets Thrift Store 

• Velocity Bike Co-Op

Good condition Books:
• Alexandria Public Libraries
• Amvets Thrift Store
• Center for Alexandria’s Chil-
dren (children's books)

• Look Again Preven-
tion of the Blind Shop

Cat-related food, 
bedding, and litter:
• Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria

• King Street Cats 
• Tails High Cat Rescue

China, crystal, 
artwork, vases:
• ALIVE!
• Amvets Thrift Store 
• Catholic Charities Christ 
House Shelter & Shop
• Look Again Preven-
tion of the Blind Shop 
• TWIG Shop

Clean and gently- 
used clothes:
• Amvets Thrift Store
• Catholic Charities Christ 
House Shelter & Shop
• Center for Alexandria’s Chil-
dren (children's clothes only)
• Look Again Prevention of the 
Blind Shop
• MaRiH Center (maternity  
clothing only)
• TWIG Shop
• Velocity Bike Co-Op (biking 
related apparel only)

Packaged and  
sealed food:
•ALIVE!
• Catholic Charities Christ 
House Shelter & Shop

Where you can donate to
FILE PHOTO

There are many places to donate this holiday season. 

Household goods:
• ALIVE! (Small house-
hold appliances and kitch-
enware, dishes)
• Amvets Thrift Store
• Catholic Charities Christ 
House Shelter & Shop 
(dishes and glasses only)
• Look Again Preven-
tion of the Blind Shop
• TWIG Shop (small items in 
excellent condition)

Large furniture, 
kitchen cabinets, 
household fitting and 
working appliances:
• Amvets Thrift Store (no ap-
pliances)
• Look Again Prevention
of the Blind Shop (no ex-
tremely large furniture. No 
appliances or cabinets)

Pet food, toys, pet 
beds, leashes, etc.:
• Animal Welfare League 
of Alexandria
Miscellaneous things:
• Amvets Thrift Store 
New or like new toys:
• Amvets Thrift Store
• Center for Alexan-
dria's Children

From the Arts, to STEM, to 
Character and Leadership development,
we help more than 20,000 area Club kids

every year find greater futures. 

Please keep the Dunbar Boys & Girls Club in mind when 
considering your end-of-year financial contributions.

Scan the QR Code or visit the website to donate: bgcgw.org Cat Rescue and Adoption
Tails High

SCAN to DONATE to the cats

www.tailshigh.org
meow@tailshigh.org

703-819-5240

or visit

We thank you 
for your help in 2022
and look forward to

in the coming year.
your support

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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Please consider Velocity 
when making year-end 
charitable donations. 

Your contributions help 
us support community 
outreach programs,  
bike scholarships, 

education, & encourage 
the community to cycle.

2111 Mt. Vernon Ave., Del Ray

our 12th year!

 v
el

oc
ity

co
op

.o
rg

 communitylodgings.org

Wishing you  
a Joyful 2022!

Thank you  
for your support!
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PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON 
Alexandria’s Holiday tree at Market Square.

Our View

There has seldom been a greater disconnect between 
two items in a single issue of the Alexandria Times than 
between this week’s page 1 story, “Minnie Howard brawl 
raises security concerns” and the column on the adja-
cent page by Alexandria City Public Schools Interim 
Superintendent Melanie Kay-Wyatt, “ACPS: Simply  
the best.”

The story, for which Kay-Wyatt did not respond to 
two requests for comment, documents a harrowing me-
lee at the Minnie Howard (ninth grade) campus of Alex-
andria City High School. Student videos taken with cell 
phones have circulated widely, and they show an ACPS 
administrator being knocked off his feet as violence, that 
he had just calmed, re-erupted.

Audio recordings of police and school communica-
tions on openMHz.com reveal school staff whose voices 
at various points register fear, weariness and frustration. 
Two parents of ACPS students, and a short-term con-
tractor who had an unusual vantage point inside Min-
nie Howard in late 2021, shared varying degrees of anger 
and resignation.

While overwhelmed staff and teachers struggle to 
keep order in a school that the contractor likened to 
something out of “Lord of the Flies,” Kay-Wyatt’s column 
is a listing of the many achievements taking place within 
ACPS. To be sure, magic happens every day in classrooms 
in Alexandria, as dedicated, talented educators cultivate 
a love of learning within our city’s children. But there’s 
also a jarring disconnect between the reality in Alexan-
dria’s middle and high school campuses and the lofty as-
pirations of our School Board and top administrators. 

What’s needed is honest dialogue about several diffi-
cult, even radioactive topics. So here goes:

1) Gangs exist in Alexandria, and they exist within 
ACPS. We all know they’re there, the question is what are 
we going to do about them? Let’s talk about it.

2) Placing most of the city’s ninth graders together 
in one school just doesn’t work. The maturity level of 
many ninth graders does not match the freedom that be-
ing in high school brings. The new Minnie Howard build-
ing can’t get finished soon enough from our perspective; 
when completed, it needs to house students from all four 
high school grades. It’s also time to revisit the idea of a 
second high school in Alexandria, which should result in 
fewer students within each school building.

3) We need color-blind discipline in our schools. 
By this we mean that all students should be punished the 
same for committing the same infractions, and chronic, 
violent offenders need to be expelled for the greater good. 
There is nothing more equitable than trying to create a 
safe environment in which all students can learn.

Let’s dig deeper, rather than skating on the sur-
face, and really discuss the chronic, rubber-hits-
road problems that administrators like those at 
Minnie Howard deal with daily. The current combina-
tion of gangs, a ninth grade only school and the ap-
parent inability to expel repeatedly violent students  
is untenable.

Let’s talk

My View | Denise Dunbar

Appreciation: One good journalist
BY DENISE DUNBAR

A really good journalist died Thanksgiving week. She wasn’t on your favorite TV news channel. She 
didn’t prognosticate on election night about what the early vote in Cuyahoga County meant. You’ve 
likely never heard of her – which is actually the point of  grounded, essential journalism. The story, told 
with balance yet persistence, is all that matters.

DeeAnn Divis, who was president of the D.C. Pro Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists 
at the time of her death, died on Nov. 22 at age 62 after a few months’ illness. Born in Nebraska, where 
much of her family still lives, Divis had that rooted common sense so prevalent in Midwesterners. She 
knew what was what, and could easily see through pretension and spin.

A former investigative reporter for the Washington Examiner, Divis knew how to get the story. She 
was a mentor to me, and offered useful, creative advice on how to unearth information on important 
stories when you seemed to be at a dead end. Her advice helped guide some of our investigative work 
at the Times. And no, I won’t share her secrets.

She was foremost a science writer, with a particular passion for the technology of space, and was 
surely one of the only women to excel in this realm of journalism. According to her obituary, which can 
be read in full at www.mckownfuneralhome.com/obituary/dee-divis, she was an expert in Global Po-
sitioning Systems and other position, navigation and timing systems. She had excitedly put together a 
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Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers 
only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the 

Alexandria Times.

Simply the best
BY MELANIE KAY-WYATT, ED.D

Student achievement is measured in many 
ways and in a similar fashion Alexandria City 
Public Schools can gauge its success. As 2022 
draws to a close, as your interim su-
perintendent, I am assessing how 
our many accomplishments to date 
in this academic year have further 
met the expectations of the ACPS 
2025 Strategic Plan: Equity for All as 
it contributes to the division’s over-
all benefit. When this five-year plan 
was approved by the Alexandria City 
School Board in June 2020, its mis-
sion was to ensure success by inspir-
ing students and addressing barriers 
to learning. That has not changed as we remain 
on course to empower all students as ACPS 
provides an inclusive and supportive learning 
experience. 

Family and community engagement are im-
portant factors in our Strategic Plan and that 
underscores the significance of the Novem-
ber 2022 opening of the new ACPS Family and 
Community Engagement Center at Ferdinand 
T. Day Elementary School. The new center as-
sists the FACE team in continuing its work to 
create equitable family engagement practices 
in all our schools as it serves as the home base 
for language-specific, Amharic- Arabic- and 
Spanish-speaking, family liaisons. The FACE 
Center is where the ACPS community can come 
together to create meaningful collaboration 
and partnerships between home and school. 
This kind of interaction in turn helps to in-
crease academic achievement for our students.

Aiming to ensure equity for all, the addition 
of the communications platform ParentSquare 
provides instant two-way translation so fami-
lies and teachers can engage in their preferred 
language. ACPS has already realized its bene-
fits in enabling stronger communication be-
tween school and home, in particular for our 
non-English speaking families. Our recent 
website redesign is also equity focused with its 
high-quality automated translations and ease 
in navigating so our families can readily find 
needed information. 

Most impressive has been our ability to 
move forward as we continue to deal with 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on our 
schools and how it has affected our students. 
Social, emotional and academic learning cur-
riculum carried out each day offers a greater 
level of comfort for students to express their 

thoughts. As SEAL helps develop coping strat-
egies, it also reduces behavior challenges as 
it makes for increased academic engagement. 
Addressing learning loss amid the pandemic, 
ACPS enlisted the help of our families to en-

sure all students are in school each 
day and ready to learn. Encourag-
ing positive school attendance, we 
move forward our mission of equity 
to make certain all students take 
advantage of the abundant oppor-
tunities available to them at ACPS. 
And, in an effort to keep our schools 
open to in-person learning, the divi-
sion emphasizes the importance of 
COVID-19 and flu vaccinations. 

School safety and security is an-
other major priority being addressed at ACPS.

The October 2022 safety forum sponsored 
by the Alexandria PTA Council and Parents 
for Safe Alexandria Schools, along with the 
school division, opened the lines of communi-
cation to address this concern. Another effort 
to reach out to our families concerning school 
safety has been with the School and Law En-
forcement Partnership survey. The results of 
this survey will be used to inform the SLEP Ad-
visory Group as it makes recommendations to 
the School Board in December for a reimagined 
partnership between ACPS and the Alexandria 
Police Department. 

In the past few months, I have opened the 
conversation concerning substance use and 
how it has affected our schools and the com-
munity at large. These efforts include address-
ing the stigma surrounding substance use and 
how health care institutions such as Johns 
Hopkins Medicine raised concerns that the 
use of judgmental terms only serve as a bar-
rier to overcoming the challenges of addiction. 
These are tough conversations our school divi-
sion and families need to engage in as the ACPS 
Department of Student Services & Equity sup-
ports prevention and early intervention pro-
grams.

Since the beginning of the 2022-23 aca-
demic year, ACPS has aimed high and perse-
vered. Moving forward, we will continue to 
ensure access to the educational resources 
needed for our students to excel academi-
cally and feel secure, socially and emotionally. 
Meeting the needs of our students, families and 
staff, ACPS strives to be “simply the best.”

The writer is interim superintendent 
of Alexandria City Public Schools.

MELANIE
KAY-WYATT

Filling in the Blanks 
with Melanie Kay-Wyatt, Ed.D

fascinating panel on the use 
of drones in journalism for 
the SPJ national conference 
that was held in D.C. in late 
October. By that time, Divis 
was too sick to moderate the 
panel herself, and she asked 
me to do it for her. It was a 
blast, and she seemed happy 
with the results.

Although she worked 
for numerous publica-
tions through the years, 
Divis, like many journalists 
who cut their teeth in print, 
wound up working as a free-
lancer as print jobs disap-
peared. So she became a 
tenacious, leading advo-
cate for freelance journal-
ists everywhere. Another 
passion of hers was freedom 
of information, which for 
those not paying close at-
tention, is actually the big-
gest nonpartisan threat to 
our democracy out there to-
day. It’s much more diffi-
cult for journalists to reach 
experts within government 
agencies at all levels than 
it used to be – and it’s the 
public that suffers the con-
sequences of this barrier to 

information. Divis had many 
creative ideas on how to chip 
away at that wall.

Divis loved animals, par-
ticularly her cat Sonny, who 
she would stroke while he 
sat on her lap during our 
Zoom SPJ board meetings 
of the past 2 ½ years. She 
also loved music, and de-
lighted in talking with The 
Four Bitchin Babes follow-
ing their concert at The 
Birchmere that we at-
tended in June. Less than 
a week after that concert, 
Divis was sworn in as SPJ 
D.C. Pro Chapter president 
at our annual Hall of Fame 
and Dateline Awards din-
ner. Her illness struck soon 
afterward, and I never saw 
her again, though we spoke 
a few times by phone and 
texted frequently during the 
ensuing months.

DeeAnn Divis was a fan-
tastic journalist – and a bet-
ter person. RIP.

The writer is publisher 
and executive editor of the 

Alexandria Times, and vice 
president of the Society of 

Professional Journalists 
DC Pro Chapter.

COURTESY PHOTO
DeeAnn Divis.
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“Harambee!” Let’s pull to-
gether! As friends and family, 
let’s celebrate our unity and 
collaboration to work for the 
common good and betterment 
of our surrounding world. This 
sentiment embodies the spirit 
of Kwanzaa. Celebrated from 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, Kwanzaa is a 
Pan-African holiday that com-
memorates family, community 
and culture through core prin-
ciples, song, dance, storytelling, 
poetry, reading, African drum-
ming and feasting.

Such a celebration is espe-
cially important for Black/Afri-
can American people within the 
United States due to the com-
plex American history related 
to race relations. Established in 
1966, amidst the Black Freedom 
Movement, the celebration of 
Kwanzaa aimed to reaffirm and 
celebrate cultural identity, em-
phasizing the Nguzo Saba or 
the Seven Principles, which are 
a set of ideals created by author 
and scholar-activist, Dr. Mau-
lana Karenga, who stresses the 
indispensable need to preserve, 
continually revitalize and pro-
mote Black/African American 
culture. Karenga – professor 
and chair of Africana studies 
at California State, in Long 
Beach – established Kwanzaa 
following extensive research 

on African harvest celebra-
tions and other aspects of the  
Ashanti and Zulu. 

In fact, Karenga’s choice in 
naming the celebration was in-
fluenced by the Swahili phrase, 
“Matunda ya kwanza,” meaning 
“first fruits” or harvest. Thus, 
namesaked after a phrase with 
origins in the first harvest cel-
ebrations of Africa. This em-
bodies the core premise of the 
establishment of Kwanzaa: to 
reaffirm and reestablish Black/
African American ties to Afri-
can culture and bonds between 
Black/African Americans and 
other African people across the 
diaspora. Most importantly, the 
following seven principles are at 
the heart of such celebrations: 

• Umoja (unity): To strive  
for and maintain unity  
in the family, community,  
nation and race.

• Kujichagulia (self-deter-
mination): To define ourselves, 
name ourselves, create for our-
selves and speak for ourselves.

• Ujima (collective work 
and responsibility): To build 
and maintain our community 
together and make our broth-
ers’ and sisters’ problems our 
problems and to solve them to-
gether.

• Ujamaa (cooperative eco-
nomics): To build and maintain 

our own stores, shops and other 
businesses and to profit from 
them together.

• Nia (purpose): To make 
our collective vocation the 
building and developing of our 
community in order to restore 
our people to their traditional 
greatness.

• Kuumba (creativity): To 
always do as much as we can, in 
order to leave our community 
more beautiful and beneficial 
than we inherited.

• Imani (faith): To believe 
with all our heart in our people, 
our parents, our teachers, our 
leaders and the righteousness 
and victory of our struggle.

To honor this legacy and to 
support Kwanzaa celebrations, 
the Alexandria Black History 
Museum will host its annual 
Kwanzaa Workshop Dec. 10, 

2022, at 2:15 p.m. at Charles 
E. Beatley, Jr. Central Library 
located at 5005 Duke St. It is 
a family friendly, interactive 
workshop covering the history 
and principles of the holiday. It 
will also include activities and 
decorating ideas to aid in plan-
ning your own Kwanzaa cele-
bration. 

Reservations are suggested. 
For tickets, go to http://alex 
libraryva.org/event/7583964. 
You can also join us early at 
11 a.m. for the Tales for Young 
Historians, ages 5-8, event at 
the same location. More in-
formation can be found at 
https://alexlibraryva.org/
event/7584685.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

Kwanzaa: Celebrating cultural 
identity and principles

Take the poll at alextimes.comThis Week  

Did you attend any of the 
holiday events last Week?
A) Yes, I attended one.

B) Yes, I attended multiple events.

C) I went to all of them!

D) Bah humbug! Not this year.

Last Week  

How do you feel about the city’s 
recently approved collective 
bargaining agreement with APD?
41% I don’t care either way.

29% I fully support it.

27% I don't think it’s enough. 

 PHOTO/DAILYJSTOR.ORG.
The Alexandria Black History Museum will hold its annual Kwanza 
workshop on Saturday at 2:15 p.m.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

LOVE LETTERS by John-Clark Levin, edited by Anna Gundlach

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 "La Boheme" or "Lohengrin"
6 "Let's say ...," informally
11 Exams using Zener cards
19 Actor Dinklage
20 Contribute
21 Oatmeal option
22 Person whose favorite  

letter might be B?
24 Kobe, to Shaq, until 2004
25 "CSI" evidence
26 Cavalry attack
27 Submissive
28 Ang or Spike
29 Ramshackle shack
30 Person whose favorite  

letter might be U?
34 Clip, as a 30-Across might
36 It may be passed on a track
38 Nail polish brand
39 Hero of Philadelphia?
40 Convenient excuse  

for saying no
42 College-ranking pub
46 What we're all getting
47 Diver's air container
48 Goof
50 Unappetizing mush
51 Person whose favorite  

letter might be Q?
53 Person whose favorite  

letter might be Y?
57 XXX-XX-XXXX ID

58 TikTok or BeReal
59	 Bathroom	fixture
60 Like a busy restaurant
61 Large tea vessel
63 "This is pointless!"
65 Zip
66 Yoga posture
69 Drives recklessly  

between lanes
70 Poem of praise
72 Freudian topic
75 Person whose favorite  

letter might be J?
77 Person whose favorite  

letter might be T?
80 Delicate material
81 "The Cask of  

Amontillado" author
82 Bar mitzvah or baptism
83	 "Affliction"	star	Nick
84 Genre blending hip-hop  

and post-hardcore
86 Unit of electric conductance
90 Times up?
91 Poet Scott-Heron
92 "Well done!"
93 Insta post
94 Person whose favorite  

letter might be I?
99 Genetic duplicates
102 Big ol' hand
103 New Mexico art colony
104 Successful heists

105 Transcript stat
108 German white wine
111 Person whose favorite  

letter might be C?
114 4-99, on classic Lego boxes
115 Lies ahead
116 Exuded
117 Pleasure-seeker
118 "Join the club"
119 Misty-eyed
DOWN
1 Pundit's column
2 Philly Ivy
3 "At Last" singer James
4 ___ Speedwagon
5 Places for amateur 

"quarterbacks"
6 Abridged
7 Change location?
8 Mayberry kid
9 Bro's sib, maybe
10 Tolkien creature
11 Makeup's Lauder
12 Awfully high, pricewise
13 Busiest times
14 President pro ___
15 Massachusetts' state tree
16 Burn with boiling water
17 Private student
18 Rodeo ride
20 Tartan-wearing group
23 Windy City airport
27 File or Edit

29 Jason of "The Muppets"
30 Messy bedroom
31 Follower of boo, woo and yoo
32 Short records, for short
33 Jewelry-shaped candy
34 Many jazz highlights
35 Was wearing
37 "Fire away!"
39 Beer ingredient  

related to cannabis
40 Secret Service  

agents wear them
41 Travels instantaneously
43 K-12
44 Troubles
45 Sprightly
47 "Singin' in the Rain"  

dance style
49 Go bad
52 Leia's love
53 Road-construction vehicle
54 Emerald and chartreuse
55 Workplace for RNs
56 10/10
59 Three squared minus four
61 Be subjected to
62 Like sashimi
64 Frustrated cry
65 Pirate's leg, stereotypically
66 Competent
67 "The King and I" kingdom
68 Chevron competitor
69 Intl. commerce group

71 Buck chaser?
72 D sharp equivalent
73 Arrive at
74 Mine deposits
76 Green cocktail
77 Geppetto's puppet
78 Under pressure
79 University of New Mexico team
82 Gun, as an engine
85 Sharpshooter's strength
87 Egyptian bird
88 CPR sites
89 Wrestling surface
90 Sleep problem
94 Harry and Meghan interviewer
95 Baseball great Satchel
96 Professorial jacket fabric
97	 Strong,	sharp	flavors
98 Surname synonymous  

with synonyms
100 Powerball game
101 Tolkien creatures
104 Sing "dooba wooba wooba 

skebop skebop," say
105 Middle Eastern strip
106 Marina platform
107 Name on Woody's  

shoe in "Toy Story"
109 Sign of a hit?
110 PC-to-PC hookup
111 Thanksgiving tuber
112 Bowl over
113 Small digit?
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ALEXANDER BEIRO (64), of Alexandria, Nov. 19, 2022

KRISTIN LAWRENCE (67), of Alexandria, Nov. 27, 2022

TIENG NIPHADKABIN (76), of Alexandria, Dec. 1, 2022

WILLIAM FRANCIS NUGENT (80), of Alexandria,  

Nov. 29, 2022

HAROLD ROY PATTERSON (96), formerly of Alexandria, 

Nov. 20, 2022

ALEXANDER PICARD (97), of Alexandria, Dec. 4, 2022
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DECEMBER 8

SHOPS OF DEL RAY’S 
HOLIDAY SIP & SHOP Join the 
shops of Del Ray for special 
extended shopping hours to 
shop sooner, shop local and 
enjoy special promotions 
and complimentary wine and 
refreshments. Shops include 
Bellies & Babies, the Company 
of Books, the Dog Store, The 
George, Kiskadee Pop-up, La 
Brocante, the Purple Goose 
and Top It All Off.  
Time: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Location: Throughout Del Ray 
Information:   
https://www.visitdelray.com/
events/shops-of-del-ray-
holiday-sip-shop/ 

DECEMBER 9

COLONIAL HOLIDAY NIGHTS 
AT CARLYLE HOUSE The 
holiday season is in full swing 
at Carlyle House, which is 
focusing on how its enslaved 
workers observed the holidays 
during the 18th century. Tours 
will be offered of the first floor 
with timed entry on the hour 
and half hour. All participants 
must be registered.  
Time: 5 to 8 p.m. 
Location: 121 N. Fairfax St.  
Information:   
https://visitalexandria.com/
events/colonial-holiday-nights-
at-carlyle-house/

COMFORT AND JOY: A 
HARMONIZER HOLIDAY  
The Alexandria Harmonizers 
and special guests will 
celebrate the holiday season 
with old and new favorites in 
four-part harmony.  
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Location:  
4915 East Campus Dr. 
Information:   
https://visitalexandria.com/
events/comfort-and-joy-a-
harmonizer-holiday/ 

DECEMBER 10

CHRISTMAS IN CAMP AT 
FORT WARD This historical 
holiday program features a 
patriotic Union Santa Claus 
who will welcome children 
to the Officers’ Hut, and 
reenactors in winter camps 
that are decorated for the 
season, who will celebrate 
by opening Christmas boxes 

from home, singing carols 
and preparing holiday meals 
around the campfire.  
Time: Noon to 4 p.m. 
Location:  
4301 W. Braddock Rd. 
Information:   
https://visitalexandria.com/
events/christmas-in-camp-at-
ford-ward-museum-historic-site/ 
 
CANDY CANE BAR CRAWL 

Take a break from the bustle of 
holiday preparations to enjoy 
the seventh annual candy 
cane bar crawl. The event 
features specials at more than 
15 Del Ray restaurants during 
a neighborhood beer crawl.  
Time: 1 to 6 p.m. 
Location: Throughout Del Ray 
Information: https://www.
visitdelray.com/events/del-ray-
candy-cane-bar-crawl/

CALENDAR

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2022 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

• Cash to help pay funeral
 or other final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance 
 ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, 
 no health questions

Call for FREE Information

1-844-509-1697
or go to life55plus.info/vapress

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

Form 806-4 (Rev. 09/2021). This is an official state document and all information contained or submitted therein is public 
information. Refer to Privacy Statement on the bottom of page two regarding personal/tax information.
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PART 2: POSTING AND PUBLISHING
PUBLISHING NOTICE

Full name(s) of owner(s):    
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation,  
enter name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private 
club, enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Trading as:     
  (trade name)

     
(Location where business will trade)

     
(city/town)

     
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

for a       license
 (type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

     
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

Date notice posted at establishment:  

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be  
registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 16.

Date received:  

Postmarked date:  

Receipt no.: 

License no.:  

OFFICE USE ONLY

Referred to:  

Date referred:   

Region:   

Territory no.:   

Application fee:   

License fee:   

CBC fee:   

Total:   

www.abc.virginia.gov/licenses  |  804.213.4400  |  7450 Freight Way . Mechanicsville VA 23116  |  PO Box 218 . Mechanicsville VA 23111

Andrew Brown

Andy's Pizza N Fayette 

107 N. Fayette St. 

Alexandria 

City of Alexandria VA 22314

Retail/Restaurant - Mixed Beverage) 

Andrew Brown

12/7/22

CONTACT: Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING  
& ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, visit the 
City’s website at www.alexandriava.
gov/planning or call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2022-00101
631 King Street
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use for a Restau-
rant; zoned: KR/King Street urban 
retail
Business Name:   
Lily’s Chocolate & Coffee 
Applicant:  Saifalden Alobaidi
Planner:  Mavis Stanfield – mavis.
stanfield@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with Section 11-500 
of the Zoning Ordinance, the above 
listed request may be approved 
administratively by the Director of 
Planning & Zoning. If you have any 
comments regarding the proposal 
above, please contact Planning & 
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or 
email the planner listed no later 
than December 27, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF  
HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY  

MANAGEMENT AGENCY
Proposed Flood Hazard 

Determinations for the Indepen-
dent City of Alexandria, Virginia

The Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency has issued a pre-
liminary Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM), and where applicable, Flood 
Insurance Study (FIS) report, reflect-
ing proposed flood hazard determi-
nations within the Independent City 
of Alexandria, Virginia.  These flood 
hazard determinations may include 
the addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood depths, 
Special Flood Hazard Area bound-
aries or zone designations, or the 

regulatory floodway. Technical in-
formation or comments are solicited 
on the proposed flood hazard de-
terminations shown on the prelim-
inary FIRM and/or FIS report for 
the Independent City of Alexandria, 
Virginia.  These flood hazard deter-
minations are the basis for the flood-
plain management measures that 
your community is required to ei-
ther adopt or show evidence of be-
ing already in effect in order to 
qualify or remain qualified for par-
ticipation in the National Flood In-
surance Program. However, before 
these determinations are effective 
for floodplain management pur-
poses, you will be provided an op-
portunity to appeal the proposed 
information.  For information on 
the statutory 90-day period provided 
for appeals, as well as a complete 
listing of the communities affected 
and the locations where copies of 
the FIRM are available for review, 
please visit FEMA’s website at https://
www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/
BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp, or call the 
FEMA Mapping and Insurance eX-
change (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-
FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF  
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

LEGAL NOTICE OF  
A PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by 
the Board of Architectural Review 
on Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall Council Chamber, room 2400, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
on the following applications:

BAR #2022-00501 OHAD
Request for Alterations at 1001 
South Royal Street
Applicant: Catholic Diocese  
of Arlington 

BAR #2022-00521 OHAD
Request for Alterations at 130 
Prince Street
Applicant: Greg Wilson and  
Kathleen Cummings

BAR #2022-004529 OHAD
Request for demolition/encapsula-
tion at 329 North Washington Street
Applicant: Hershel Kleinberg and 
Lisa Cohen

BAR#2022-00530 OHAD
Request for Alterations at 329 North 
Washington Street
Applicant: Hershel Kleinberg and 
Lisa Cohen

BAR #2022-00534 PG
Request for Alterations at 319 North 
Alfred Street
Applicant: Harold White

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

Public comments will be received at 
the Public Hearing. The public may 
submit comments in advance to 
Lanning Blaser at lanning.blaser@
alexandriava.gov or make public 
comments on the day of the  
Public Hearing.

For reasonable disability accom-
modation, contact Alicia Chase at 
alicia.chase@alexandriava.gov or 
703.746.3810, Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call the 
Department of Planning & Zoning 
at 703.746.4666 or visit alexandria 
va.gov/dockets

LEGAL NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
is holding a public hearing to solicit 
input and collect information from 
the community to guide the school 
division on the current Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) III Fund Plan. 

The public hearing will be held on 
December 15, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the School Board Meeting Room at 
1340 Braddock Place in Alexandria 
either in person, virtually through 
Zoom, or submitted as written 
comments. Only topics related to 
the ESSER III Plan will be heard 
during the public hearing. 

Use the link below to sign up to 
speak or submit written com-
ments. The deadline to sign up 
or submit comments is noon on 
December 14, 2022.

https://acpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/ 
w1y82d0109g4g30/

For more information, please con-

tact the Clerk of the Board at  
703-619-8316 or by email at  
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Truist Bank, located at 5203 
Franconia Road, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22310, is in possession 
of assets owned by the following 
decedent, Cynthia R. Baggett, 
who at the time of her death was 
domiciled outside of Virginia. In 
accordance with Va. Code Ann. § 
64.2-609(A), Truist Bank hereby 
gives public notice of its intention to 
deliver the decedent’s assets to the 
Administrator of decedent’s estate, 
Hillary Berard, who has qualified as 
Administrator in accordance with 
the law of the decedent’s domicile. 
Delivery is to be made after the 
lapse of thirty (30) days from the 
completion of due publication of this 
notice, pursuant to the Code, once 

a week for four successive weeks. 
Inquiries, including any notice 
of the appointment of a personal 
representative for decedent in 
Virginia or legal notice of any lien or 
encumbrance upon decedent’s assets, 
should be directed to Truist Bank at 
the address above.

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING

Residential window cleaning inside 
and out. Serving the local area for 35 
years. Family owned and operated. 
(703) 356-4459. Licensed, Bonded, 
Insured. The Montgomery family 
thanks you for your interest.

CHEVY CHASE FLOOR
WAXING SERVICE

Wood floor polishing, buffing, 
waxing, old floor specialists
Servicing local area 30 years
Licensed, bonded & insured
(301) 656-1810
We do not repair damaged floors

CUSTOM 
STORAGE SHEDS

Keith's custom built storage sheds 
built to your specifications.  
No permit required anything under 
15 x 20 10 ft. tall. Rough to finish 
carpentry and painting.  
703-863-7567.

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  
landonc@vpa.net

Public Notice
Burke & Herbert Bank, headquartered
at 100 South Fairfax Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia, has submitted an application 
with the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation for approval to establish a 
branch at 2065 Huguenot Road, North 
Chesterfield, VA 23235.Chesterfield, VA 23235.

Any person wishing to comment on 
this application may file his or her 
comments in writing with the Regional 
Director of the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Atlanta 
Regional OOce, 10 10th Street NE, 
Suite 800, Atlanta, GA 30309-3849, Suite 800, Atlanta, GA 30309-3849, 
not later than 15 days after the date of 
this publication. The non-confidential 
portions of the application are on file 
at the appropriate FDIC oOce and are 
available for public inspection during 
regular business hours. Photocopies of 
the non-confidential portion of the the non-confidential portion of the 
application file will be made available 
upon request.

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.



28 | DECEMBER 8, 2022 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com | Equal Housing Opportunity 

Lisa Groover
REALTOR® | $15+ MILLION IN 2021 
NVAR Platinum Top Producer | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

JUST THINK—you could spend your New Year in this fabulous townhome located on the  
Village Green courtyard overlooking the saltwater pool in Old Town Village!

News Flash! Hot Off the Press!

1225 ROUNDHOUSE LANE | ALEXANDRIA 
3 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths | 2,771 Square Feet 

New Price: $1,425,000 | Available for Rent: $5,850/month

Open House Sunday, December 11 | 1 PM–4 PM
Significant Price Reduction on this Amazing Home in Old Town  


