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Longtime resident 
hailed for cemetery 
preservation
BY OLIVIA ANDERSON

Lillie Finklea, an activist 
and cemetery preservationist, 
died on Dec. 27. She was 83. 

Finklea was known across 
the community for her ten-
der mentorship of young peo-
ple, her dogged ambition, and 
most notably, her work in 
spearheading efforts to create 
the Contrabands and Freed-

men Cemetery Memorial.
Born on Feb. 13, 1939, to 

Ealie Miller and Bernice Bittle 
Miller, Finklea was a longtime 
Alexandria resident. She went 
through the Alexandria City 
Public Schools system, hav-
ing attended Lyles Crouch El-
ementary School and Parker 
Gray High School. 

After high school, Finklea 
passed the civil service exam 
and became first a clerk typ-

Activist Lillie 
Finklea dies at 83 

 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Lillie Finklea speaking in 2000 at the Virginia State Marker dedication ceremony for Freedmen Cemetery. 
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Boys’ basketball teams 
at Episcopal, SSSAS, 
BI and ACHS boast 
winning records
BY GWEN PEACE

January is an exciting time 
for high school basketball – 
and Alexandria has an abun-
dance of promising teams. 

“To have four, just really 
great schools and really great 
athletic programs in such a 
short distance with each other 
is just tremendous and I think 
it’s really positive,” Episco-
pal  High School boys var-
sity basketball head coach Jim 
Fitzpatrick said. “It’s a really ex-
citing time for boys’ basketball  
in Alexandria.”

Here is how the boys’ bas-
ketball teams at each of Al-
exandria’s four high schools  
are doing:

Episcopal
The Episcopal High School 

boys’ basketball team (5-4, 
0-0 Interstate Athletic Con-
ference) hasn’t gotten off to 
the start that they wanted in 
the early part of the season. A 
combination of factors – in-
cluding a young roster and 
multiple, lengthy breaks with 
no practice – have contributed 
to this rocky beginning. But 
Fitzpatrick believes that this 
rough patch will ultimately 

Hoops season   in the Port City

PHOTO/CORY ROYSTER
The Episcopal boys’ basketball team is currently 5-4 in the  
2022-23 season. SEE BASKETBALL | 9
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Timeless elegance and panoramic vistas from this classic brick four square perched majestically in the shadow of the Masonic Temple! Sited on the corner of Highland and King St–this landmark home has been brought 
back to life by Bluestone Builders in collaboration with ThompsonMoran Design team. This approx. 3,400 sq ft residence is the epitome of classic: showcasing quality custom finishes and true craftsmanship the home 
has been taken down to the studs, the floor plan reconfigured, the basement dug out and the 3rd upper level finished! The home has 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths and is ready for many more years of memories. Be it front door 
or backdoor guests all are welcomed by covered porches, a gracious front entry foyer and a light filled home with an open floor plan, exposed brick wall and gourmet kitchen with soapstone center island! The main and 
upper level have 9 foot ceilings, transom windows above the doors, wide plank wire brushed white oak wood flooring, open staircase, 9” baseboard and oversized 2 over 1 windows. Entertaining is effortless with the 
open circular floor plan making this the social center of the home.. or use the pocket doors between the family and living room for multi-funtional use or some quiet time! The dining room is thoughtfully located close to 
the kitchen and has a secondary entry. Tucked away off the hall is a main level powder room, beautiful french doors  off Family room lead to the back porch overlooking and convenient to National Airport & Amazon HQ2.

2500 KING ST. | GEORGE WASHINGTON PARK | $2,200,000

Fabulous renovation and expansion of a timeless four square located in the heart of Del Ray offering approx. 3,900 sq ft of custom quality finishes on three levels with garage! This home offers 5 bedrooms EACH with 
ensuite baths! Welcomed by a gracious front porch, open floor plan which is not only versatile but functional! New double hung windows flood the home with natural light, large entry foyer, open staircase, custom trim 
and mouldings, recessed lighting and plank oak floors throughout the main and upper levels. Spacious mudroom is conveniently located off the driveway adding easy access to the kitchen making unloading groceries 
& sports gear effortless. The family room addition has a gas fireplace, and french sliders to a spacious screened in porch creating expanded outdoor living space and access to a beautiful backyard & garage! (9,100 sq 
ft lot.) The upper level has a primary suite with luxurious bath with double sinks, walk-in shower & soaking tub, 2 walk-in closets and is tucked away on the back of the home. Three additional bedrooms with en-suite 
baths, laundry room AND a home office/den with full walk up stairs to floored attic for additional storage. The lower-level has a bedroom, full bath and large living area making the perfect in-law suite, au-pair suite or 
hangout space. Luxury living in the heart of Del Ray. A few blocks to “The Avenue” with weekend farmer’s market, cultural events & activities, restaurants, bike path, parks shopping and more. 

111 WEST MASON | DEL RAY | $2,150,000

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 
It’s not just my business, it’s my neighborhood.
For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Weichert
Washingtonian Magazines Top 100 agents 

2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

Christine Roland Garner
New home for the new year!

The time to sell is now. Let me put my 34 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988
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None injured in Mia’s Kitchen fire
On Monday morning, a 

fire broke out at Mia’s Italian 
Kitchen in Old Town. 

According to nearby res-
idents, the fire led to a cha-
otic scene consisting of a large 
gathering of trucks and ambu-
lances. One resident counted 
35 firefighters, and another 
counted seven trucks. 

“I was very impressed with 
how quickly the fire depart-
ment responded and with mul-
tiple engines and firefighters,” 
Cal Simmons, a resident on the 
scene, said. “I was very thank-
ful for the rapid response living 
in this neighborhood.”

No patrons were involved 
in the incident and no one in 
the kitchen was harmed, Al-
exandria Restaurant Partners 
Managing Partner Dave Nich-
olas said in a statement. He 
called the incident a “small, 
contained kitchen fire” that oc-
curred before the restaurant 
opened for service. 

“Safety is one of our top 
priorities, and our team is tak-

ing some additional time to re-
view preventative measures,” 
Nicholas said. 

Mia’s reopened for service 
on Tuesday. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

SNAP emergency food benefits to end

Next month will mark the 
last payment of emergency 
food benefits, leaving ap-
proximately 3,845 Alexandria 
households with a decrease in 
their SNAP benefits, according 
to a news release. 

During the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, many in-
dividuals receiving SNAP as-
sistance received temporary 
benefits and anyone without 
health insurance could receive 
Medicaid, regardless of income 

or citizenship status. 
But come March, those 

SNAP benefits and emergency 
Medicaid coverage will end, re-
quiring recipients to undergo 
reevaluation of their eligibility. 

According to the Depart-
ment of Community and Hu-
man Services, approximately 
6,549 city residents receiving 
Medicaid will lose coverage in 
the eligibility redetermination 
process. 

The DCHS Benefits Divi-
sion will mail a notice of action 
statement to all SNAP benefi-
ciaries, with steps to appeal, 
and a notice to those no longer 
eligible for Medicaid, according 
to the release. 

Affected Alexandrians are 
encouraged to email DCHS 
PublicBenefits@alexandriava.
gov or call 855-635-4370 with 
any questions. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/CAL SIMMONS
A fire broke out at Mia’s Italian Kitchen in Old Town on Monday morning.
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SNAP emergency food benefits will end next month.
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2-year-old King is looking for a castle to call home. This 
handsome fellow has a distinguished white muzzle, all the 
better to show off his happy grin. King is an energetic boy 
who loves laps around the park, long walks and, of course, 
naps after playing. His enthusiasm is catchy ~ he will be your 

best friend.

Meet King!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774

Best Friend & Companion

Dine in or take out, experience Sonoma 
Cellar and the best of California cuisine, 

wine and hospitality!

Join us for Restaurant Week!
Jan. 20th - 29th

See all that we do at mysonomacellar.com

207 KING STREET ALEXANDRIA VA 

AT
follow us on twitter
Get the latest news update in real time.

@AlexTimesNews



4 | JANUARY 12, 2023 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

City launches BIPOC grant program
The City of Alexandria is 

gearing up to launch a BIPOC 
Small Business Grant Program.

Alexandria business own-
ers who identify as Black, in-
digenous and/or a person of 
color are encouraged to apply 
for a business grant by Feb. 10 
in order to be considered. 

According to a news release, 

grant funding form $1,000 to 
$7,000 will be awarded on a 
first come, first served basis. 

Submissions open on Jan. 
26. For more information 
about eligibility, award crite-
ria, and frequently asked ques-
tions, visit alexandriava.gov/
BIPOC. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

Historic Alexandria to celebrate MLK Day
On Jan. 16, the Office of 

Historic Alexandria will offer 
various opportunities to cel-
ebrate Martin Luther King Jr. 
throughout the community. 

The public is invited to at-
tend a free awards ceremony 
at 1 p.m. to honor the student 
artists who participated in this 
year’s Martin Luther King Jr. 
poster exhibition. 

The annual Martin Luther 

King Jr. poster exhibition en-
tries will be on display in the 
Viola Lawson Lobby of Alex-
andria City Hall from Jan. 17 
through February. The exhi-
bition features artwork by Al-
exandria City Public Schools 
second through fifth graders. 
The 2023 theme is “It Starts 
With Me: Creating a Beloved 
Community!” and aims to cre-
ate art that shows what people 

can do to honor King’s vision. 
Finally, a Martin Luther 

King Jr. Celebration will take 
place at the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial at 
4 p.m. The program will cel-
ebrate the life, dream and 
legacy of King and will in-
clude food, music and a panel 
of experts to discuss King’s  
message. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
Many student artists participated in this year’s Martin Luther King, Jr. poster exhibition.

Crash causes temporary road closure
A single-vehicle car crash 

caused a downed traffic sig-
nal early Monday morning, 
according to the Alexandria 
Police Department.

At approximately 3:12 
a.m., APD tweeted that there 
was a temporary closure at 
the southbound lanes of 3400 
block of Richmond Highway at 
Reed Avenue due to the crash. 

The road remained closed 
for five hours, at which point 

APD said the debris had been 
cleared and the road had 
been opened. Stop signs were 
placed at each corner of the in-
tersection until the light be-
came fully functional, and 
encouraged drivers to “exer-
cise caution while using that 
intersection.”

No injuries were reported 
and the driver remained on the 
scene, APD said. 

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/ALEXANDRIA POLICE DEPARTMENT

WEEKLY BRIEFING

INTERIOR DOOR & CLOSET SALE

• Professionally Installed
• Done in 4-hours or Less
• Choose from Many Styles

1/2 the price!

As seen on 
Extreme 
Makeover!

Get new doors for 
HALF THE PRICE!

FREE INSTALLATION + 
CUSTOM DESIGN SERVICE

*Promotions valid for select styles when purchasing qualifying quantities of doors. Hardware, installation and paint sold 
separately.  Estimate by showroom appointment only.  Must present ad at time of estimate. May not be combined with other 
offers or discounts. Other restrictions apply, see store for details.  Offer expires 1/31/23.

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE
On Sale

W I T H  O R D E R S  O F  6 +  D O O R S

(571) 601-4499
SIMPLY DOORS & CLOSETS
3248 Colvin Street. Alexandria, VA 22314
simplydoorsandclosets.com

Schedule Your FREE Appointment

CLOSET DOORS
ON SALE IN JANUARY

Over 41 years of keeping 
Alexandrians comfortable 
whatever the temperature!

rbincorporated.com | 703.683.1996

Heating & Air 
Conditioning

Now an FH Furr partner company.
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ist and then computer ana-
lyst in the federal government. 
Though Finklea’s agency 
moved to Alabama, she wanted 
to stay in her home in the city’s 
Southwest Quadrant, so fol-
lowing 30 years of service, she 
made the decision to retire.

But Finklea wasn’t done 
serving others. Initially to sup-
plement her income after re-
tirement, she became a nanny 
to a young girl named Mary 
Ferrill and the two quickly de-
veloped a meaningful relation-
ship. The Ferrills loved Finklea 
so much that she stayed to 
work with them into Mary’s 
teenage years.

Finklea was also a helpful 
resource for many neighbor-
hood children and supported 
parents and kids during chal-
lenging times. A devout Chris-
tian, Finklea attended church 
every Sunday and men-
tored families; there, she pro- 
vided encouragement, emo-
tional guidance and spon- 
sorship through the “adopt- 
a-child” program.

According to Katy Can-

nady, a longtime friend of Fin-
klea’s, one young woman who 
lived with an alcoholic mother 
in a disorganized home would 
often go to Finklea’s home to 
focus on her homework with- 
out distractions.

“She took care of half the 
kids in the neighborhood, I 
think,” Cannady said. “If you 
went to Lillie’s house, it wasn’t 
unusual to meet somebody 
who was in his 20’s or older 
who would say, ‘Oh yeah, I had 
to come visit Miss Lillie ’cause 
she helped raise me.’”

From environmentalism to 
politics – Cannady and Finklea 
met while supporting local 
politician Andrew Macdon-
ald’s campaign – Finklea was 
civically active in the commu-
nity. Perhaps Finklea’s most 
notable contribution was her 
work in protecting Civil War 
gravesites for Black freedmen 
and runaway former slaves  
in Alexandria. 

In January 1997, Finklea 
and another resident, Louise 
Massoud, discovered the his-
tory underneath a Flying A 
gas station near Washington 
Street and the George Wash-

ington Memorial Parkway. 
The site had served as a burial 
place for more than 1,800 Afri-
can Americans who fled to the 
city to escape from bondage 
during the Civil War.  

Finklea learned that the 
site was previously called 
Freedmen’s Cemetery, but the 
wooden markers that once 
memorialized the interred had 
decomposed and the GW Me-
morial Parkway had been built 
on top of the graveyard. She 
also learned that a new bridge 
spanning the Potomac River 
was planned that would poten-
tially affect the burial ground. 

She swiftly embarked on a 
tireless journey to both pre-
serve what remained of the 
cemetery and prevent the in-
coming Wilson Bridge from 
further negative impacts. 
Through a nonprofit organi-
zation she and Massoud cre-
ated called The Friends of 
Freedmen’s Cemetery, Fin-
klea recruited many commu-
nity residents to help spread 
the word about the story 
of Freedman’s Cemetery in 

FINKLEA FROM | 1
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 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Lillie Finklea is co-founder of the Contrabands and Freedmen 
Cemetery Memorial. 

 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Lillie Finklea.

NO ONE CARES LIKE US

3021 COLVIN STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314   alexandriaautomotive.com 703-260-7700

Frustrated? Helpless? Stuck?
Tired of overpaying for subpar service?

Let us help! We pride ourselves on  
transparency, honesty and integrity.
With Ben Nielsen’s Alexandria Automotive,  
you don’t have to sacrifice time for safety!

Now offering: “The Nielsen Now” – a complimentary  
pick up and delivery of your vehicle – and a shuttle service!
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A Real Estate Seminar with The MaryAshley Real Estate Group

January 28, 2023
10:30AM-12:30PM | Old Town Alexandria

Enjoy lunch while having all of your real estate questions  answered by industry experts!

Please RSVP by phone, email, text, or scan the QR Code
MaryAshley Zimmermann | 860.214.7474         maryashley@compass.com  

MaryAshley & Melanie - Your neighborhood Realtors

Lindsay Marsengill - Lender, Intercoastal Mortgage
Chris Nelson - Inspector, National Property Inspectors

Erin Rauner - Settlement Attorney, Monarch Title

Compass Real Estate is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the accu-
racy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual property conditions.

Buying & Selling in 2023

The MaryAshley Real Estate Group

Licensed Realtors ® in DC & VA
860.214.7474 | 703.277.2152
maryashley@compass.com
1004 King St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
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hopes of transforming it into  
a memorial.

Resident Jack Sullivan, who 
was one of the residents re-
cruited for the effort, still re-

calls standing on Washington 
Street handing out flyers to 
cars at stoplights about the 
cemetery’s significance.

“Lillie was behind it, she 
was the one that got us going,” 
Sullivan said. “… She was the 

guiding star for all this.”
Eventually, The Friends of 

Freedmen’s Cemetery received 
aid from City Council. In May 
1997, Finklea held a memo-
rial celebration for Freed-
men’s Cemetery that included 
a wreath-laying ceremony 
to officially label the site as a 
cemetery. Several councilors 
were in attendance, and coun-
cil later issued a proclamation 
declaring the last week of May 
a “week of remembrance of the 
Freedmen’s Cemetery.” 

Then, in 2007, the city al-
located mitigation funds to 
preserve the cemetery. After 
purchasing the gas station and 
a nearby office building, the 
city tore down both structures 
and rededicated the site as a 
cemetery. City archaeologists 
then worked to document re-
maining grave shafts, totaling 
almost 500. In 2014, Alexan-
dria opened the Contrabands 
and Freedmen Cemetery Me-
morial which honors “the 

memory of the Freedmen, the 
hardships they faced, and their 
contributions to the City,” ac-
cording to the city’s website. 

Char McCargo Bah, an Al-
exandria genealogist and 
friend of Finklea, expressed 
gratitude and appreciation for 
her unwavering dedication to 
cemetery preservation. 

“Being an activist for the 
Freedmen Cemetery gave Lil-
lie a higher purpose in life,” 
McCargo Bah said. “The cem-
etery became her single most 
commitment. She was the face 
and the voice of the Freedmen 
Cemetery. She gave it all she 
had and lived to see her hard 
work become a memorial site 
for all others to enjoy.”

Though Cannady said she’ll 
remember Finklea for her 
kindness and “fun sense of hu-
mor,” it’s her hardworking na-
ture that stands out the most. 

“When she wanted some-
thing, she didn’t take no for 
an answer. She was a very de-

termined woman. Determina-
tion was her most outstanding 
quality,” Cannady said. 

Sullivan echoed this sen-
timent in describing how Fin-
klea lives on in his memory.

“The one thing that occurs 
to me is how much a single in-
dividual with a vision, who is 
dedicated and certainly per-
suasive to other people, can 
really get something done that 
is important and lasting,” Sul-
livan said. “And she did that.” 

Finklea is preceded in death 
by two brothers, James How-
ard and Henry Arthur. She is 
survived by her sister, Bernice 
Miller Golden; two nieces, Kim 
Casey and Karen Wilson; three 
nephews, Louis Golden, James 
Miller and Daryl Miller; sister-
in-law Connie Miller; two great 
nieces and six great nephews.

A memorial service took 
place on Monday at 11 a.m. 
at Russell Temple Church, lo-
cated at 507 N. Alfred St.

-oanderson@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/LOUISE KRAFFT
Finklea and former Mayor Bill Euille at the Sept. 6, 2014 dedication of the cemetery memorial.

October 4, 1930 - January 3, 
2023 (age 92)

Phyliss Reddington has 
passed away peacefully in Al-
exandria, Va., at the age of 92. 
She is survived by her daugh-
ter Sarah Reddington Ingram 
and Sarah’s husband Timo-
thy, her son Jay Reddington 
and his wife Lori, her son Peter 
Reddington, and her daughter 
Anne Reddington and Anne’s 
husband Jacob Conrad. She 
is also survived by her grand-
children Charles Conrad and 
Maggie Phelan, and Mag-
gie’s husband Patrick Phelan 
and their children (Phyliss’ 
great grandchildren) Hadley, 
Holden, and Teddy. She is also 
survived by her brother John 
Cuillo and his wife Patricia  
of Norwalk.

Phyliss was born on Oct. 4, 
1930, in Norwalk, Connecti-
cut, growing up on Chapel 
Street, the third of seven chil-
dren. Her parents were Aniello 
and Christine (Tocci) Cuillo, 
and she spoke lovingly of 
times spent with her siblings 
— brothers Salvatore “Sal,” 
Frederick “Fred” (Claire), John 
(Patricia), and Edward, and her 
sisters, Rita (Richard “Rit”)  
Hodges and Marie Antoinette 
(David) Cifatte.

Phyliss lived for many 
years in Fairfield County, 
first in Norwalk, and later in 
New Canaan and Redding. 
She loved music – particu-
larly Frank Sinatra – old mov-
ies, reading, Broadway shows 
and cooking her favorite Ital-
ian dishes. Some of her hap-
piest moments were spent at 
Roton Point and Compo Beach 
on Long Island Sound. Later 
Phyliss moved to the Wash-

ington, D.C., area, and lived for 
40 years in Old Town, where 
she was an active member of  
the community.

Phyliss was a teacher’s aide 
at Saxe Middle School in New 
Canaan, and an office secre-
tary at Saugatuck Elementary 
School in Westport. In Wash-
ington, she was the office 
manager for the Association 
of College and University Of-
fices. She also volunteered for 
many years. At Inova Alexan-
dria Hospital, Phyliss created 
and ran a mobile library to 
benefit patients and their fam-
ilies, and she tutored students 
at the local elementary school.

The family gives special 
thanks to staff and caregiv-
ers at Sunrise of Old Town Al-
exandria, where Phyliss was a 
beloved member of the com-
munity for the past year and 
a half. They also thank the 
staff and caregivers at Sun-
rise Jefferson for their spe- 
cialized care.

Arrangements will be pri-
vate. In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily requests donations be made 
in her name to the charity she 
supported throughout her life, 
Saint Jude Children's Research 
Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas 
Place, Memphis, Tenn. 38105. 

Phyliss C. Reddington
Obituary
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strengthen the team.
“This December was a time 

for us to build our new iden-
tity and to really allow the new 
players to mesh with the re-
turning players,” Fitzpatrick 
said.

After a historic 2021-22 
season, in which Episcopal was 
co-champion of IAC – along 
with Alexandria rival St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes School – 
for the first time since 2013, 
the team found itself without 
the core group of players who 
had led them to victory. The 
graduated seniors left a scor-
ing hole in the team that has 
proved difficult to fill. 

To counteract this loss, 
Fitzpatrick has emphasized 
fostering a healthy competi-
tive nature within the younger 
contingent of his team.

“Our primary goal is to 
compete,” he said. “We really 
feel like if we can compete in 
a positive way with all of our 
opponents and put ourselves 
in the position to be success-
ful and win games and play 
for championships, then we’re 
doing what we’re supposed  
to do.”

Fitzpatrick views the sea-
son as split into two phases – 
before and after winter break. 
Because Episcopal is a board-
ing school, players go home 
during the holidays and prac-
tice ceases for two weeks. This 
creates a significant break in 
continuity, but Fitzpatrick also 
sees it as a way to re-energize 
the team. By viewing the two 
halves of the season as sepa-
rate, it allows a fresh start that 
he hopes will lead to more wins 
down the road and an eventual 
championship run. 

Bishop Ireton
Episcopal is not the only 

young team in Alexandria – 
the Bishop Ireton boys’ basket-
ball team (7-5, 0-2 Washington 
Catholic Athletic Conference) 
is also composed of multiple 
underclassmen, which has re-
sulted in a tumultuous start. 

“It’s been a little bit of an 
up and down,” head coach 
Dwayne Bryant said of the sea-
son so far. 

But Bryant believes in the 
talent of his players and their 
ability to perform at a high 
level throughout the rest of 
the season. He says that with 
a young team comes an op-
portunity for growth and to 
develop the team as one co-
hesive unit; the growing pains 
of the untested group are ac-
companied by a chance for 
the players to bond and learn 
each other’s strengths and  
weaknesses. 

“Our younger guys are 
growing up,” Bryant said. “We 
have five freshmen on varsity 
and they’re getting to play and 
they’re growing up quickly.” 

In order to foster this 
growth, Bryant has been mak-
ing sure to give his players 
freedom. He emphasized the 
importance of allowing his 
players – especially the in-
experienced ones – to take 
chances and make mistakes, as 
it will make them better play-
ers in the long run. 

Furthermore, he praised 
the job that the team has 
been doing on the defensive 
end, calling it the “catalyst for 
the success we’ve had so far.” 
He thinks that this defensive 
prowess bodes well for the 
team’s future matchups, as its 
offensive efforts will steadily 
improve with the confidence 
of the developing players. 

Bryant holds that this is 
something that will help them 
fight and succeed throughout 
the rest of the regular season 
and also into the postseason. 

“We know what kind of 
team we have and what kind 
of talent we have,” he said. 
“I believe we have the talent 
and the ability to [fight for the 
WCAC championship.]”

St. Stephen’s  
and St. Agnes

The St. Stephen’s and St. 
Agnes boys’ varsity basket-
ball team (6-4, 1-0 Interstate 
Athletic Conference) gradu-

ated multiple players last year, 
leaving the remaining younger 
players with big shoes to fill.

After tough early losses 
to Bishop Ireton and Shabach 
Christian Academy, the Saints 
have been focusing on fos-
tering unity and working to-
gether, which is something 
that first-year head coach An-
dre Hunter hopes to accom-
plish with them. 

“[We’re] not exactly where 
we thought we would be, but 
I think progress is being made 
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BI senior Junior Jones launches a shot.

Fay Louise (Needle) Kaufman died peace-
fully at her home in Old Town on Dec. 25, 2022, 
surrounded by her beloved family and friends. 
She was 105 years old.     

Fay was born in Boston, Mass. on May 
5, 1917. She was the daughter of Joseph 
Needle and Rebecca (Maltz) Needle, the 
granddaughter of Solomon Nudell and Mar-
jam (Itchoff) Nudell on her father’s side and 
Louis Maltz and Pessie (Soskel) Maltz on her 
mother’s side. All were from  Lechovitz, Rus-
sia. Fay was a sister to Morris A. Needle, Phillip 
Needle, and Ruth Auerbach Marcus. 

Fay’s early years were spent in Bos-
ton. Her first-grade teacher sent her home be-
cause she only spoke Yiddish. She was a fast 
learner, though, and was soon back at school, 
which she loved. Because her father died when 
she was very young, she and her brothers 
worked after school to support the family. Fay’s 
first job was at a local “5 & 10” store, and, af-
ter graduation from high school, she worked in 
a doctor’s office while attending college classes 
at night at Harvard and MIT. During this time, 
she met Kasper Kaufman at a Valentine’s Day 
dance. They dated when they could, but they 
both had work, school, and family responsibil-
ities. Kasper graduated from medical school at 
the outset of World War II and enlisted in the 
Army, serving as a Captain with the 5th Army 
Medical Corps in North Africa and Europe.     

Upon his return from the war, Kasper was 
stationed in Fort Bragg, N.C. He phoned Fay and 
asked her to move south to be with him. They 
were married in Richmond, Va. and moved to 
the nearby small town of Wakefield, where 
Kasper opened his own medical practice.  They 
soon had two children, and Fay served multi-
ple roles as office manager of Kasper’s medical 
practice, homemaker, and licensed real estate 

agent. Fay and Kasper lived happily in Wake-
field until Kasper’s untimely death, on Sept. 25, 
1973, at 60.   

Fay never remarried and remained in Wake-
field until 1987 when she moved to North-
ern Virginia to be closer to her children. She 
went back to school and earned an Associate 
in Science degree from Northern Virginia Com-
munity College. Remarkably, Fay lived inde-
pendently in her own home until she was 100, 
at which time her daughter, Rochelle became 
her principal caretaker.   

Fay is survived by her two children, Ro-
chelle (Kaufman) Gray, her husband Ken Gray, 
and Neil H. Kaufman and his wife Fern (Feil) 
Kaufman.  Fay also had five grandchildren, Eric 
and Kevin Blumenthal and Ellie, Jenna, and 
Kate Kaufman, along with five great-grandchil-
dren, Dylan, Daisy, Charlotte, Jackson, and Av-
ery Blumenthal.   

Notably, Fay survived the pandemics of 
1918 and 2020. She was blessed with good 
health and always inspired her family with her 
positive attitude, determination and humor. 
Fay was much loved and will be greatly missed. 
Memorial contributions may be made in her 
honor to the to the American Heart Associa-
tion www.heart.org/donate.

Fay Louise (Needle) Kaufman
Obituary
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daily,” Hunter said. “Every day 
is going to be a fight, day in 
and day out.”

However, he believes that 
many of the young players 
have stepped up to the plate 
and are beginning to per-
form at a high level, which he 

views as a significant marker 
of progress for the developing 
team. When asked about posi-
tive takeaways from the games 
the team has played so far, he 
said players are beginning to 
flourish in their new leader-
ship roles.

In order to take the next 
step, Hunter is focused on re-

maining patient with his 
new players and giving them 
the space to grow. He also 
preaches accountability to his 
team, which aids in increasing 
each player’s commitment to 
the game and improving their 
attitude toward basketball.

The rest of the season will 
be a hard challenge for the 
Saints, with a tough gauntlet 
of conference matches on the 
horizon, but Hunter believes 
that with an open mindset the 
team will ultimately be able  
to triumph.

“There’s always going to be 
things that need to improve – 
there’s never going to be a per-
fect game,” he said. 

But the ability to continue 
to grow will also allow the per-
formance threshold of the 
team to continue to rise. 

Alexandria City  
High School

The season has gotten off 
to a storming start for the Al-
exandria City High School boys 
varsity basketball team (8-2, 

2-1 Patriot District, Virginia 
High School League). This is 
largely due to standout per-
formances by junior and se-
nior leaders of the team, and 
a strong sense of camaraderie 
among the players.

“I think the most import-
ant thing [in our success] is the 
guys liking each other,” head 
coach Tyrone Sally said. “I 
think great things [are] ahead 
of us.”

Last season was tough for 
the Titans, as they finished 
with a losing record of 10-11. 
However, according to Sally it 
brought the boys together and 
gave them the fight and drive 
to perform at a higher level 
this season.

“I feel like we’re figur-
ing each other out as a team,” 
senior power forward Finn 
O’Brian said. “We’re learning 
a lot.”

Additionally, the team has 
gained an x-factor in the Rob-
inson brothers, who have been 
topping the stat sheets at both 
the offensive and defensive 

ends. Junior guard Kye Rob-
inson averages more than 23 
points per game and leads the 
team in assists. His brother, se-
nior Kullen Robinson, boasts a 
57% shooting accuracy and av-
erages around six rebounds per 
game. The combination has 
led to a much more productive 
team on both ends of the court.

Looking forward to the 
rest of the season, the team 
is making an effort to not let 
up. The players want to fin-
ish on the same high that they 
started on, which requires one 
thing in Sally’s eyes: “main  
goal execution.”

And that goal? To stay fo-
cused during close games and 
keep winning. 

“I think we finish games 
strong, and I think for the most 
part we do a good job sticking 
to the game plan,” Kullen Rob-
inson said.

The Titans look to continue 
to execute this game plan in 
their remaining games. 

-gpeace@unc.edu
@PeaceGwen
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Senior forward Finn Obrien battling for a shot for the 8-2 Titans boys' 
basketball team.

Andrew Stephen Du- 
et, Jr. beloved husband of 
Sandra E. Duet, died on 
Sunday Dec. 18, 2022, at 
7:50 a.m.  Andy was born 
on Aug. 26, 1955, and 
lived in St. Charles Parish 
for over 50 years before 
moving to Alexandria, Va. 
“Andy” was a proud alum-
nus of Hahnville High and 
played as a drummer in a 
local jazz band. He also 
attended Nichols State 
University studying to be 
a paralegal, but his pas-
sion was in photography.

During his career he 
owned a photography 
studio in Luling, worked 
as a stringer for UPI, a re-
porter for the Times Pic-
ayune and a reporter for 
several local newspapers. 
He received a prestigious 
award from the Louisi-

ana Press Association 
for his photojournalism. 
Mr. Duet arrived on the 
scene and took photos of 
a plane crash minutes af-
ter it occurred upon take-
off at Louis Armstrong 
International Airport in 
New Orleans.

Mr. Duet was pre-
deceased by his parents 
Andrew S. Duet, Sr. and 
Margaret T. Duet as well 
as his half-brother Robert 
E. Worthington.

Visitation was held on 
Jan. 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at Cunningham 
Turch Funeral Home, 811 
Cameron St., Alexandria, 
Va. 22314. Burial will be 
at the St. Charles Cem-
etery and Mausoleum, 
1279 Paul Maillard Road, 
Luling, La. 70070 on Jan. 
17 at 11 a.m.

Andrew Stephen Duet
Obituary

Sandra Engelhart Duet
Sandra Engelhart Du- 

et, beloved wife of An-
drew S. Duet, Jr. died on 
Dec. 18, 2022, at 3:51 p.m. 
at Johns Hopkins Hospi-
tal in Baltimore, Md. of 
embolic strokes. “Sandy” 
graduated as the saluta-
torian in 1969 from Red 
Bud High School in Illi-
nois. Then she attended 
Southeastern Missouri 
State University where 
she graduated cum laude 
with a teaching degree  
in physics.

Initially she worked as 
a science teacher before 
entering an emerging 
field as a cardiovascular 
sonographer. She earned 
multiple certifications 
and worked at West Jef-
ferson and Touro Hospi-
tals in New Orleans. In 
2001 she moved to Alex-

andria, Va. to work at Sib-
ley Hospital as the chief 
tech and then a clinical 
instructor training stu-
dents from Montgomery 
College.

She is survived by her 
sister, Cindy L. Engelhart. 
She was predeceased by 
her husband Andrew S. 
Duet, Jr. as well as her 
parents, Gerald L. Engel-
hart and Veda Mae Marie 
Bartle Engelhart.

Visitation was held on 
Jan. 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at Cunningham 
Turch Funeral Home, 811 
Cameron Street, Alex-
andria, Va. 22314. Burial 
service will be at the St. 
Charles Cemetery and 
Mausoleum, 1279 Paul 
Maillard Road, Luling, 
La. 70070 on Jan. 17 at  
11 a.m.
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TimesLiving
Just add sweet 
potatoes and 
jalapeños
BY FAMILY FEATURES

Colder, shorter days call 
for a little comfort. Cozying 
up with a hearty meal on brisk 
winter evenings can help fight 
off the chill while savoring fa-

vorite flavors alongside the 
ones you love. 

Avoid venturing into the 
cold for a trip to the store by 
turning to a pantry staple like 
sweet potatoes. As one of the 
most versatile veggies, they’re 
easy to add to a variety of rec-
ipes while enhancing both fla-
vor and nutrition. Perfectly 

suitable for both simple and 
elevated dishes, they can be 
baked, microwaved, grilled, 
slow cooked or prepared on 
the stove so their sweet taste 
never goes out of style.

Their long shelf life – up 
to four weeks if stored prop-
erly in a cool, dry, well-ven-
tilated area away from heat 

sources – means you can rely 
on sweet potatoes throughout 
the winter as an on-hand in-
gredient. Additionally, as a “di-
abetes superfood” according 
to the American Diabetes As-
sociation, they’re rich in vita-
mins, minerals, antioxidants 
and fiber, all of which are good 
for overall health and may 

help prevent disease, making 
them a key source of nutrients 
during wintertime.

When your family needs 
a warm-up on those frosty 
days, put sweet potatoes at the 
center of mealtime – with an 
added kick – in this jalapeno 
sweet potato chowder. Loaded 
with the flavors of winter com-
fort, it’s a filling meal that 
makes enough for a crowd so 
no one goes hungry.

Kick the cold with hearty chowder

 PHOTO/FAMILY FEATURES

Ingredients
• 2 large sweet potatoes, baked

• 1 small onion, 1/4-inch diced

• 2 tablespoons olive oil

• 1 quart chicken or vegetable stock

• 2 cups cooked chicken, cubed

• 1 1/2 cups whole corn kernels

• 2 teaspoons minced jalapenos

• 1/2 cup heavy cream

• 1 teaspoon salt

• chopped scallions, for garnish

Directions
1. Peel baked sweet potatoes; discard skin and puree.

2. In soup pot, saute onion in butter until softened. Add pureed sweet potato 

and stock, as desired. Bring to boil, reducing liquid slightly.

3. Add chicken, corn, jalapenos, heavy cream and salt. Simmer 10 minutes.

4. To serve, ladle into bowls and garnish with chopped scallions.

Jalapeno sweet 
potato chowder

RECIPES, TRENDS and TIPS 
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How to make your 
home come to life  
with tile
BY BRANDPOINT

Whether you are looking 
to make a dramatic statement 
or add a pop of color to a more 
neutral space, tile is an excel-
lent and expressive choice for 
any home renovation project. 
Because of the range of glazes, 
surface patterns and materials, 
there are virtually limitless op-
tions to elevate and personal-
ize your home.

Tile’s expressive nature al-
lows you to define your spaces 
with pattern, color and per-

sonality. You can use tile to 
update your flooring, create 
a focal point within a room 
– like a coffee nook, bar area 
or fireplace – or as decorative  
borders.

If you’re considering updat-
ing your home’s design, check 
out these four ways you can 
create welcoming and unique 
spaces using tile.

1. Ideal for kitchens
Because of tile’s versatil-

ity and vast range, it’s a nat-
ural choice for adding color 
and pattern to your kitchen. 
For example, if you have a 
white kitchen, choose a col-

orful tile with interesting pat-
terns or textures to draw the 
eye. A benefit of using tile in 
the kitchen is that depending 
upon the tile selected, it can 
also provide the strength and 
durability to address any cook-
ing misadventures with its 
easy maintenance.

2. Bold patterns  
for bathrooms

Tile is also an excellent 
choice for bathrooms for many 
of the same reasons it’s become 
so popular for kitchen surfaces. 
Its water-resistant quality 
makes it the perfect material to 
add color and pattern to show-
ers, walls and flooring.

3. Outdoor spaces
Tile isn’t limited to indoor 

design. It’s tough enough to 
withstand the natural elements 
as well as daily use. It’s a versa-
tile option for pool surrounds, 
fountains, pavers and outdoor 
kitchens and patios.

The Liaison Linqs collec-
tion is a great choice for out-

Creative colors

SEE TILES | 13

 PHOTO/BRANDPOINT
Tile’s water-resistant quality makes it the perfect material to add color and pattern to showers, walls and flooring.

HOMES 

winter work now.

about the position...
Interested in construction and/or an electrician? Apprentices earn a 

paycheck and full benefits while learning the trade firsthand.

for more details, contact...
powerdesigninc.us/careers or email careers@powerdesigninc.usVisit our website alextimes.com

Have you subscribed to our E-Edition yet?  
Receive your news a day early!

Subscribe Now
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door projects, depending on 
climate and method of instal-
lation. Like the Tuxedo Check 
pattern, the geometric designs 
are imaginative and playful, 
with visual textures and nat-
ural colors that add depth and 
composition to any space.

4. Adding decorative 
touches

While tile is a great material 
for big projects, it also excels as 
a decorative element. Ceramic 
tile is a superb choice to create 
decorative accents throughout 
your home.

It can range from tradi-
tional to contemporary in ap-
proach with various colors, 
shapes and patterns to help 
you express yourself. Whether 
in an imaginative fireplace sur-
round, intriguing trim, elegant 
border or sophisticated back-
drop, there is virtually no limit 
to the creativity and level of 
customization you can achieve.
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Ceramic tile can range from traditional to contemporary in approach with various colors, shapes and patterns to help you express yourself.

HOMES 

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE
HOME OF THE WEEK

Originally an academy, the 
first St. John’s Square build-
ing dates to the early 1800s. 
The second building, dating 
to the 1980s, parallels the his-
toric structure and together 
comprise 10 unique resi-
dences conveniently located 
near Duke Street and South 
Columbus Street. The 1800 
building was reimagined and 
converted to new residences 
with many historic embellish-
ments intact. The 1980s build-

ing was fabricated to resemble  
its forebear.

Boasting two parking 
spaces per home, the ample 
parking lot is at the south end 
of the campus. The well-land-
scaped central courtyard path 
offers convenient access for  
all residents.

Ideal for entertaining, 302 
S. Columbus St., located on the 
historic side, has tall ceilings, 
an exposed brick wall, hand-
some, random-width, heart  

pine floorboards and three 
fireplaces. A large, eat-in 
kitchen with a fireplace will 
welcome your guests and 
they will want to linger. The 
large windows encourage nat-
ural light creating a cheery  
atmosphere.

The principal en suite bed-
room features a large, ren-
ovated bath with separate 
shower and soaking tub, plus 
a double vanity. Two walk-in 
closets and a fireplace com-

plete this appealing suite.
The charming top floor 

provides two additional bed-
rooms, each with their own 
personality including tall and 
slanted roof lines, a sky light, 
spacious closets, built-ins and 
the washer/dryer.

The full lower level offers 
a family room with a fireplace, 
plus a spacious storage room 
with a workshop. This is truly 
a sensationally renovated and 
well-kept home.

Historic charm meets modern renovation

Address:  

302 South Columbus St.,

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood:  

St. Johns Square

Price: $1,124,000

Monthly fee: CF $675

Square feet: 2,300

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

Fireplaces: 3

Parking spots: 2

Year built: 1812

Contact:

Diann Carlson

TTR Sotheby's  

International Realty

703-628-2440

dcarlson@ttrsir.com

COURTESY PHOTOS
Left: Front of 302 S. Columbus St. Middle: Parking lot on community campus. Right: Central courtyard at St. John's Square.
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PHOTO/WILL DUNBAR 
A football fan shows their support by displaying an enormous Georgia flag in Old 
Town as the Bulldogs captured their second consecutive national championship by 
defeating Texas Christian University 65-7 on Monday night.

 Our View

The University of Georgia’s “two-peat” as college football champs 
on Monday night ended the college football season, and while the 
NFL playoffs are just starting this weekend, the high school foot-
ball season is also over. With baseball’s spring training more than a 
month away, that leaves basketball and hockey as the main sports un-
derway right now.

To localize the current season, the Times is embarking on a month-
long look at high school basketball in Alexandria, beginning in this 
week’s issue. In our page one story, “Hoops season in the Port City,” 
Alexandria City High School graduate Gwen Peace examines the boys’ 
basketball teams at four high schools in the city: Episcopal, Bishop Ire-
ton, St. Stephens and St. Agnes School and ACHS. All four teams have 
winning records at this point in the season, which is no small feat.

Next week, Peace will present a similar roundup of the girls’ teams 
from those four schools. In the weeks following, look for feature sto-
ries on current and former players who attend or attended high school 
in Alexandria.

These narratives represent a deliberate effort on our part to present 
Times readers with more sports coverage, both of local teams and of 
individual athletes themselves, in 2023. We plan to utilize writers with 
sports expertise to enhance the quality of these stories. We hope you 
enjoy our expanded coverage of these disciplined and accomplished 
current and former Alexandria residents. 

Hoop dreams

Your Views

Remembering Lillie Finklea
To the editor:

Alexandria has just lost one of its most 
noteworthy citizens of the last 40 years, 
Lillie Finklea. During her long life, Lillie 
did many things. Despite having no col-
lege degree, she was a computer special-
ist with the federal government. I think 
she was on the ground floor of the com-
puter revolution. She signed up for ex-
tensive computer training as soon as it 
was offered to all employees, attaining a 
more responsible and well-paid position 
than her previous clerical jobs. Unfortu-
nately, her agency moved to Alabama. Lil-
lie had too much loyalty to Alexandria 
and to her Southwest Quadrant neigh-
borhood to consider a move. She re-
tired from federal employment, but 
not from her life of dedicated service  

to others.
Although Lillie never had children of 

her own, she was a resource for neighbor-
hood children, particularly teenagers who 
needed guidance from a responsible adult.

Lillie was a devout church woman who 
reserved Sunday to hear the Gospel. The 
other six days of the week, she worked on 
her new profession: political organizer 
and lobbyist. No K Street lobbyist ever had 
anything on Lillie when it came to raising 
awareness and political support.  

Lillie’s great cause was the creation 
of the Freedmen’s and Contraband Cem-
etery. When she and many others, in-
cluding me, first committed ourselves to 
bringing the cemetery into being, most 
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Kudos to the City of Alexandria on its website redesign. It’s 
visually appealing, easy to navigate and provides helpful at-a- 
glance information. 

Businesses need to be constantly reinventing and improving 
their service and offerings to stay competitive. Governments often 
have less of an incentive to innovate, since they are not driven by 
the same profit/survival motive.

But a smart local government is aware that prospective visi-
tors and businesses, as well as current residents, benefit from being 
easily able to access information about the city. An appealing and 
easy-to-use website helps a city both attract and retain businesses  
and residents.

In this particular redesign, tabs and pages that were already 
present, such as the “Government” tab that provides links to city 
council and other board and commission meetings, look fresh and 
are easy to read. The “Today” column on the right side of the home 
page provides useful information about the status of government 
functions on a given day.

The rest of the front page consists of boxes with photos on im-
portant current topics presented much like a news organization 
site, while the bottom of the home page features quick links to in-
formation about things like taxes and trash/recycling schedules.

We particularly like the “Get to Know Us” box at the bottom 
right, which features a nutshell profile of a city employee, in this 
case Deputy City Manager Emily Baker. Government can often seem 
monolithic and faceless; making our local government seem less re-
mote is a positive step.

Yes, a website redesign is small in the grand scheme of things. 
Yet it’s also reflective of an institution that’s looking to improve. 
This is well done.

The small things

Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
     - Thomas Jefferson



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  JANUARY 12, 2023 | 15 

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and 
do not reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.

Your Views

Invest in education,  
change the world
BY MELANIE KAY-WYATT, ED.D.

There is no greater investment we can 
make than in the education of our chil-
dren. With that in mind, as we 
usher in a new year, we also em-
bark on the responsibility of pre-
senting the Alexandria City Public 
Schools’ Combined Funds bud-
get. As the interim superinten-
dent, I delivered the budget plan 
on Jan. 5, as we prioritize divi-
sion needs for Fiscal Year 2024. 
This plan serves to ensure strate-
gic investment of resources with 
decisions made to enhance social, 
emotional and academic learning opportuni-
ties. SEAL has proven to be the lifeline our 
students need in navigating the effects of the  
COVID-19 pandemic.

As our Department of Financial Services 
works with the Alexandria School Board, 
budget priorities are aligned with our 2025 
Strategic Plan: Equity for All goals. Our pri-
orities directly impact our student popu-
lation and include reduced class size, K-4 
literacy, addressing chronic absentee-
ism and safe routes to schools. As our pro-
jected enrollment shows the student count 
moderately increasing over the FY 2023 Fi-
nal Budget, a need for additional classroom 
teachers is factored into the FY 2024 spend-
ing plan. The budget also includes additional 
funding for English learner positions to ac-
commodate our diverse student population 
of more than 15,700 students who speak 124 
native languages and hail from more than 
119 countries. 

Modernization projects within the di-
vision are in keeping with our 2025 Stra-
tegic Plan and funding for the opening of 
the new Douglas MacArthur Elementary 
School is factored into the FY 2024 bud-
get. Douglas MacArthur is on schedule to 
open its doors to students and staff at the 
start of the 2023-24 academic year. I antic-
ipate this new environment will make stu-
dents all the more excited to learn as it also 
serves as a welcoming presence for families 
and the community. Additional funding for 
ACPS facilities and operations will also al-
low for preventative maintenance within all 
our buildings and heating, ventilation and  

air conditioning repairs. 
Additional projects that will add capac-

ity for ACPS students are included in our FY 
2024-2033 Capital Improvement Program 

budget. The purchase of the office 
building at 1703 N. Beauregard St. 
will be utilized as swing space to 
accommodate two school replace-
ments for George Mason Elemen-
tary School and Cora Kelly School 
for Math, Science and Technol-
ogy. The Beauregard site will ul-
timately allow the division to 
address capacity needs. 

With safety and security of the 
utmost importance in all 18 ACPS 

schools, increased funding for security ser-
vices is among our budget priorities for FY 
2024. This investment will help us to remove 
barriers to learning, offering an environment 
where students can feel safe and engaged in 
their studies. As we look to create a welcom-
ing environment for our students, the same 
holds true for our ACPS staff. Addressing em-
ployees’ needs in the FY 2024 budget, ACPS 
looks to reduce vacancies while retaining cur-
rent staff. The proposed budget includes step 
increases and/or market rate adjustments for 
eligible employees. The budget also includes 
moderate increases for health care benefits, 
including medical, dental and vision.

In the months ahead, ACPS will strate-
gize how to accomplish our goals with the re-
sources at hand. During this time, we ask our 
families to speak out during public hearings, 
leading up to final approval of the FY 2024 
budget in June. This affords the opportunity 
to hold the division accountable. Feedback 
from not only our ACPS families, but also the 
community surrounding our schools, gives 
the division confidence that it is making the 
best choices.

This type of engagement gives our fami-
lies a better appreciation for our schools and 
what ACPS is doing to make for better learn-
ing opportunities for all students. As Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and Pakistani education 
activist Malala Yousafzai said, “One child, 
one teacher, one book, one pen can change 
the world.”

The writer is interim superintendent 
of Alexandria City Public Schools.

MELANIE
KAY-WYATT

Filling in the Blanks 
with Melanie Kay-Wyatt, Ed.D

of it was a weedy, overgrown 
field surrounded by a chain link 
fence. Outside the fence was a 
working gas station. Its con-
crete apron sat atop unmarked 
graves.

Forgotten by most Alex-
andria residents, the entire 
area was the last resting place 
of more than 200 souls. Some 
had been free African Amer-
icans, others were escaped 
slaves – the contraband. All had 
crowded into Alexandria during 
the Civil War. All those who had 
died here had been buried by a 
Union Army chaplain in what 
was then a Potters’ Field on the 
edge of town and over time for-
gotten. The chaplain kept a list 
of the names. By sheer luck, an 
archivist found that list.

When Lillie Finklea went 
to work to save the burial 
ground, it was under imminent 
threat. A new, wider bridge 
across the Potomac was be-
ing planned. The new bridge 
as planned could dig up graves 
on the western edge. Lillie or-
ganized Saturday visits to the 
chain link fence, the clos-
est place we could get to the 
graves. There we had remarks 
from supporters and tied a fu-
neral wreath to the fence. On 
at least one occasion everyone 
then proceeded to the Black 
History Museum for cake and 
punch. Some people are said to 
move mountains. Lillie Finklea 
moved a bridge and got an his-
torical marker installed so that 
the cemetery was no longer un-
known to most people.

Saving the cemetery from 
destruction was only the first 

victory. We needed the city of 
Alexandria to buy the land and 
make it a true memorial to those 
interred in it, in other words, 
spend considerable money. Lil-
lie enlisted the president of the 
Parker Gray Alumnae Associa-
tion – also Lillie’s alma mater – 
as a valuable ally.

Since honoring the dead 
was a religious act, Lil-
lie wrote letters to all the 
city’s churches. Each letter 
contained a packet of informa-
tion so all letter writers could 
be well informed in the letters 
they were asked to send to the 
mayor and City Council. 

Around this time, I was at 
home recovering from a sur-
gery, but healthy enough to ad-
dress envelopes. My dining table 
became central to this effort, 
stacked with packets and let-
ters. It worked. Bill Euille, mayor 
at that time, told Lillie that a 
great many of the letter recipi-
ents did exactly as asked. In the 
end, so did council. Today every-
one can see the cemetery when 
driving on South Washing-
ton Street. All the deceased are 
listed by name on a memorial 
wall. All graves are marked. In 
the center is a handsome statue 
and the entrance identifies it 
as the Freedmen’s and Contra-
band’s Cemetery.  

For all this, we have Lil-
lie Finklea to thank. I will add 
to this honor roll three others 
that Lillie herself thanked at the 
groundbreaking: Euille, then 
Vice Mayor Bill Cleveland and 
the late Ellen Pickering, another 
talented community organizer 
who advised Lillie.

-Katy Cannady,
Alexandria
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For all this, we have Lillie 
Finklea to thank.”

– Katy Cannady,  
resident
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On Jan. 14, 1986, Alexan-
dria Mayor James P. Moran 
proclaimed Jan. 20 as Martin 
Luther King Day in the city. 
This contrasted with the state 
government, which declared 
the new holiday Lee-Jackson-
King Day. The state continued 
to celebrate Lee-Jackson Day 
until 2020, although Martin 
Luther King Day was separated 
from the other holiday in 2000.

Alexandria celebrated its 
first King day by focusing on 
the life and message of the 
civil rights leader with the an-
nual Martin Luther King Jr. 
memorial program at Wash-
ington Street United Method-
ist Church with speeches by 
Rev. Moses Beasley of Shiloh 
Baptist Church, Rev. Colum-
bus Watson of Beulah Baptist 
Church and former Vice Mayor 
Melvin L. Bergheim.

The Martin Luther King Jr. 
Poster Exhibition started as 
a contest in 1990. Created by 
the Alexandria Society for the 
Preservation of Black Heritage, 
Inc., the contest highlights 
the artwork of Alexandria City 
Public Schools students. The 
ASPBH is the friends’ group for 
the Alexandria Black History 
Museum. Under the leader-
ship of two memorable society 
presidents, Harry Burke and 
Carlton A. Funn Sr., the con-
test grew from a small exhibit 
and program held at the Alex-

andria Black History Museum 
to a larger exhibition held in 
the Vola Lawson Lobby of City 
Hall in January and February of 
each year. A formal program is 
also held in city hall on King 
day. In 2013, the contest be-
came a memorial exhibition 
honoring Funn.

The poster exhibition’s 
theme is always drawn from the 
Association for the Study of Af-
ro-American Life and History. 
This organization, founded in 
1915 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, 
has as its mission “to promote, 
research, preserve, interpret, 
and disseminate information 
about Black life, history, and 
culture to the global commu-
nity.” The 2023 theme is “It 
Starts With Me: Creating a Be-
loved Community!”

This year, Historic Alexan-
dria offers three opportunities 
to celebrate the life and spirit 
of King. 

• On Jan. 16, at 1 p.m., an 
awards ceremony honoring 
the student artists who partic-
ipated in this year’s Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Poster Exhibition 
will be held. The ceremony is 
free and open to the public. 

• The Annual Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Poster Exhibition 
entries will be on display in the 
Viola Lawson Lobby of Alexan-
dria city hall from Jan. 17 until 
the end of February 2023. The 
exhibition features artwork by 

ACPS students in grades two 
through five. How do students 
create King’s idea of the Be-
loved Community? They cre-
ate art that shows what we can 
do in our families, schools and 
communities to bring King’s 
vision to light. 

• Readers are also invited to 
the City of Alexandria’s Martin 

Luther King Jr. Celebration on 
Sunday at the George Wash-
ington Masonic Memorial, at 4 
p.m. For more information, see 
drkingmemorialprogram.org/
annual-commemoration

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

Martin Luther King Day in Alexandria

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week  

How did you ring  
in the New Year?
34% With friends and/or family at home.

32% I celebrated from the couch.

27% I didn't celebrate.

7% I went out to celebrate.

This Week  
One of the founders of the 
Contrabands and Freedmen 
Cemetery Memorial recently died. 
How aware are you of this site?
A) Very aware and involved with the memorial.

B) I have visited the site.

C) I'm aware of the memorial, but have never visited.

D) What is the Contrabands and Freedmen Cemetery Memorial?

 PHOTO/OFFICE OF HISTORIC ALEXANDRIA
MLK poster exhibit at city hall.

OUT OF THE ATTIC
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Weekly Words

FAREWELL TOUR by Jessie and Ross Trudeau, edited by David Steinberg

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 "Regretfully ..."
5 Group with submarines
10 Post-punk aesthetic
14	 Maker	of	Froot	Loops	Waffles
18	 Famous	person,	briefly
20 Mostly smoked joint
21 Barely cooked
22 Crawl (with)
23 Spud
24 *Emotionally supports  

a prof's aide?
27 Subtract
29 "... man ___ mouse?"
30 Savor, as a scene
31	 *Issuance	of	fines	for	bogeys?
36 Autograph
37 Had a loan from
38 Really, really
39 Yankees great who  

hit 696 HRs
42 Large settlement?
44 What dogs' tails do
45 Baton Rouge sch.
46 One-legged support
48 Sushi topping
49 *Plea from a "Little Women" 

casting director?
55 ___ Palmas
56 Vodka brand, casually
57 Actress Jung-eun or director 

Spike
58 "Dry those tears"
60 With 69- and 75-Across, 

announcement after a Presley 
concert ... and a hint to the 
word removed to form each 
starred clue's answer

63 Visual clutter on a website
65 Cad
66 ___ Tar Pits
69 See 60-Across
71 Apt Super Bowl opponents  

for the Titans?
73 Taiwanese singer Jay
74 Go blond, say
75 See 60-Across
77 "Listen up, iPhone"
80 Taxi
81 Yet another time
83 Remote batteries
84 *Start wearing a beret?
90 Words at the altar
91 Oxymoronic music genre
92 Rival of Delta (Abbr.)
93 Possibly will
95 Janitorial tools
97 Peepers
98 Added to an email
100 Willed things
103 Grenade, to a gamer
105 *Sticker that says "Warning: 

Margaret's jokes slay!"?
108 Type for emphasis
111 Fella
112 Amazon snapper
113 *Transgression aboard  

an ill-fated liner?

118	 Inflicted	upon
120 "That's my cue!"
121 A.S. ___ (team  

in Italy's capital)
122 Detective Holmes  

whose name reverses  
to a "solo" synonym

123 Super pumped
124 "___ of the D'Urbervilles"
125 Pirate's booty
126 Man/goat of legend
127 Pills, for short
DOWN
1 Ballet segment
2 Escort to the exit
3 Secondary selves
4 Ranked in a tourney
5 Certain corn chip
6 Part of L.A.
7 Devour
8 Returns from the  

Grand Canyon?
9 Lead-in to "stat"
10 Future prof's test
11 Clumsy sort
12 Walked (on)
13 Mister, in Munich
14 Cultural
15 Annual fandom  

gathering for women
16 Develop an unwanted routine
17 Yemen neighbor
19 Main force

25 "Awkward Black Girl"  
creator Issa

26 'Twas, in the present
28 $$$ exec
31 Punch sound
32 Stood
33 Drink quickly
34	 Prefix	with	"bot"
35 Chi-Town paper, with "the"
40 Columns that might  

support platforms?
41 Karate studio
43 Assent accompanying  

a hand wave, say
45 Super Bowl ___ (2023 game)
46 Beehive State native
47 Throw on
50 Womb
51 Golf target
52 Edison's middle name
53 German chancellor Scholz
54 Prohibition related to nukes
59 Very unfortunate
61 Crafty
62 ___-haw
63 Poke tuna
64 Rapper ___ the  

Funky Homosapien
66 "To life," at a Seder
67 In advance
68 Justin Bieber and Keith 

Richards, as children
70 Hollow cylinder
71 Supermodel Hadid

72 ___ instant (momentarily)
74 Simple song
76 Surname that sounds  

like a Barbie toy
78	 Lagunitas	brew,	briefly
79 Regulation
80 Admit (to)
82 ID on a lanyard
85 Oil grp.
86 Have a snack
87 African canal  

obstructed in 2021
88 "You can clap now!"
89 Protected, as an invention
94 Fancy bag letters
96 Dis-tressing places?
98 Ladders' partners in a game
99 Poolside structure
100 Orthodontist's org.
101 Try to stay safe?
102 "Green Eggs and  

Ham" nickname
104	 Picture	file	in	a	 

pronunciation debate
106 ___-Wan Kenobi
107 Drivable toy, for short
108 "Really?"
109 Bottom-left PC key
110 "Scat, cat!"
114 Brooding music genre
115 Pic from a parlor
116 ___ half bad
117 Affectionate text
119	 Surgery	sites,	briefly

So
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RAYMOND BRYNTESON (64), of Alexandria, Jan. 4, 2023

CLETUS MILLER (92), of Alexandria, Dec. 20, 2022

ELAINE PETITO (76), of Alexandria, Jan. 5, 2023

PHYLISS REDDINGTON (92), of Alexandria, Jan. 3, 2023

CLARENCE SWANNER (86), of Alexandria, Dec. 23, 2022

CLAIRE WAMSLEY (95), of Alexandria, Dec. 31, 2022
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JANUARY 14

SISTER ACT AT 
LITTLE THEATRE OF 
ALEXANDRIA Start the 
year right with the feel-
good musical comedy 
smash based on the hit 
film that has audiences 
jumping to their feet. The 
musical features original 
music by Tony and Oscar 
winner Alan Manken. All 
patrons are required to 
wear a mask while inside 
LTA.  
Time:   
8 p.m. 
Location:  
600 Wolfe St.  
Information:   
thelittletheatre.com/ 

JANUARY 15

MUSIC BINGO AT LOST 
BOY CIDER Who doesn’t 
love a good game of 
Bingo? Grab some friends 
and stop by Lost Boy 
Cider for music bingo. 
Prizes include free cider 
or Lost Boy Cider merch. 
Space is limited, so RSVP 
to reserve a spot. 
Time:  
2 to 4 p.m. 
Location:  
317 Hooffs Run Dr. 
Information:   
eventbrite.com/e/music-
bingo-at-lost-boy-cider-
tickets-505747222557 

JANUARY 20

ALEXANDRIA 
RESTAURANT WEEK 
Starting today, for 10 days 
more than 70 restaurants 
in Alexandria will offer a 
$25, $35 or $45 prix fixe 
dinner for one. Special 
menus will be available 
for in-person dining at 
participating restaurants, 
many with heated outdoor 
dining options.  
Time:  
Varies 
Location:  
Varies 
Information:   

visitalexandria.com/
restaurants/restaurant-
week/  

JANUARY 22

PAINT YOUR PET Local 
artist Kellie Sansone will 
lead this event, giving 
attendees a sketched 
picture of their pets and 

guiding them through the 
painting process. First 
 cider and all supplies  
are included.  
Time:  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Location:  
317 Hooffs Run Dr. 
Information:   
visitalexandria.com/
events/paint-your-pet/

CALENDAR

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950

PLUS $1600 OFF

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING & 
ZONING DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
REVIEW

The following requests have been 
received for administrative review 
and approval.

For information on the following 
applications or to comment, 
visit the City’s website at www.
alexandriava.gov/planning or call 
(703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2022-00118
515 King Street Suite 102
Administrative Special Use Permit 
request for a New Use  
for a Restaurant; zoned:  
KR/King Street urban retail
Proposed Business Name:   
Tatte Bakery & Cafe 
Applicant:  Tatte Holdings, LLC
Planner:  Patrick Silva –  
patrick.silva@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with Section 11-
500 of the Zoning Ordinance, 
the above listed request may be 
approved administratively by the 
Director of Planning & Zoning. If 
you have any comments regarding 
the proposal above, please contact 
Planning & Zoning staff at 
703.746.4666 or email the planner 
listed no later than February 2, 
2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a budget public hearing on 
the FY 2024 Combined Funds 
Budget during the School Board 
Meeting on January 19, 2023, at 6:30 
p.m. in the School Board Meeting 
Room located at 1340 Braddock 
Place in Alexandria.

Public comments regarding the FY 
2024 Combined Funds Budget may 
be submitted in the following ways: 
• Sign up to speak at the January 
19 public hearing at: https://
acpsweb.wufoo.com/forms/
w1fupe0e02qz4wi/

• Email written comments to the 
Clerk of the Board at:  
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us 
• U.S. Mail:
Clerk of the Board 
Alexandria City School Board
1340. Braddock Place 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
 
Only comments related to the FY 
2024 Combined Funds Budget 
will be heard at the public hearing. 
Requests to speak or to submit 
written comments must be 
submitted by Noon on  
January 18, 2023. 

For more information, please 
contact the Clerk of the Board at  

703-619-8316. 

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING

Residential window cleaning inside 
and out. Serving the local area for 35 
years. Family owned and operated. 
(703) 356-4459. Licensed, Bonded, 
Insured. The Montgomery family 
thanks you for your interest.

CHEVY CHASE FLOOR
WAXING SERVICE

Wood floor polishing, buffing, 
waxing, old floor specialists
Servicing local area 30 years
Licensed, bonded & insured
(301) 656-1810
We do not repair damaged floors

(Rev. 08/2022) This is an official state document and all information contained or submitted therein is public information. 
Refer to Privacy Statement on the bottom of page two regarding personal/tax information.

Part 2: Retail License Application | 23

PART 2: POSTING AND PUBLISHING
PUBLISHING NOTICE

Full name(s) of owner(s):    
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation,  
enter name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private 
club, enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name.

Trading as:     
  (trade name)

     
(Location where business will trade)

     
(city/town)

     
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY

for a       license
 (type[s] of license[s] applied for)

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

     
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement)

Date notice posted at establishment:  

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from 
the publishing date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be  
registered at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 16.

Date received:  

Postmarked date:  

Receipt no.: 

License no.:  

OFFICE USE ONLY

Referred to:  

Date referred:   

Region:   

Territory no.:   

Application fee:   

License fee:   

CBC fee:   

Total:   

www.abc.virginia.gov/licenses  |  804.213.4400  |  7450 Freight Way . Mechanicsville VA 23116  |  PO Box 3250 . Mechanicsville VA 23111

IA Lodging Alexandria King TRS, LLC

Lorien Day Spa at Lorien Hotel & Spa

1600 King Street

Alexandria

VA 22314

Marketplace

Taylor Kessel, Senior Vice President

December 29, 2022
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These are just a sampling of Babs’ 2022 Old Town sales. 
If you are thinking of buying or selling your home in 2023, 
call Babs and let her expertise work for you!

703.627.5421  |  Babs@BabsBeckwith.com  |  www.BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity

*Represented the Buyer

Babs BeckwitH
SELLS OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

SO
LD

314 S Fairfax Street 819 Wolfe Street601 S Lee Street

SO
LD

540 Second Street, #401

SO
LD

107 Franklin Street 

SO
LD

202 N Royal Street

SO
LD

SO
LD

214 Prince Street

SO
LD

214 Wolfe Wtreet

SO
LD

310 S Fairfax Street

SO
LD

722 Battery Place

SO
LD

511 S Fairfax Street*

SO
LD

413 Green Street

SO
LD

313 N Royal Street

SO
LD

233 Montgomery Street*

SO
LD

728 Battery Place

SO
LD

17 Pioneer Mill Way* 

SO
LD

1101 N Royal Street* 

SO
LD


