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ACPS to install 
weapons detectors  
in schools
BY AMY WILL

“You can’t put a price on 
the safety of our students.” 

Those emotional words of 
support from Alexandria City 
School Board member Ab-
del-Rahman Elnoubi were 
echoed by his peers last week 
as the board approved the 
launch of a weapons detection 
pilot program in Alexandria 
City Public Schools. 

The unanimous vote comes 
on the heels of a stakeholder 
survey taken by more than 
4,000 members of the ACPS 
community: students, parents, 
guardians, staff and commu-
nity members all responded to 
the survey. 

ACPS facilities and op-
erations director Alicia Hart 
explained the process to im-

plement the weapons detec-
tion pilot program, in which 
students and school staff could 
be screened daily upon entry 
as early as May.

“The next step is for Alex-
andria City Public Schools to 
procure the equipment and 

then to implement this pi-
lot program at the Alexan-
dria City High School King 
Street and Minnie Howard 
campuses, George Washing-
ton Middle School and Francis 
C. Hammond Middle School,”  
Hart said. 

This move by the School 
Board comes on the heels of 
a series of high profile violent 
incidents and weapons posses-
sion involving students in re-
cent years. Most recently, a 14 
year-old student was charged 
with possession of a firearm 

after bringing an unloaded 
handgun to the Minnie How-
ard campus earlier this month.

That incident followed on 
the heels of a large brawl in 
December 2022 in which an  

‘You can’t put a price on 
the safety of our students’ 

FILE  PHOTO
Alexandria City High School.

      Bottom line, this is the right 
thing to do and a long time coming.”

– Molly Kaiman,  
mother of two ACPS high school students
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Vice mayor, other 
officials partner  
to clear eligible 
arrest records 
BY BRIANNE MCCONNELL

Streamlining the pro-
cess for citizens looking for 
a second chance 
is just one of the 
goals for the city’s 
first sponsored ex-
pungement clinic, 
which will be held 
Saturday at the 
Hilton Alexandria 
Mark Center start-
ing at 10 a.m. and 
will run for sev-
eral hours. 

The office of Vice Mayor 
Amy Jackson is partnering 
with the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, The Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, the Alexandria 
Sheriff’s Department and 
the Alexandria Bar Associa-
tion to provide eligible citi-
zens an opportunity to start 
the process of having crim-
inal charges removed from 
their record.

The ability to expunge 
entries from a criminal re-
cord remains limited in Vir-
ginia. Time and expense can 
make getting an expunge-
ment difficult, too. The city 
plans to make this process 

easier for eligible applicants 
at Saturday’s event.

“This is a look into what 
may be holding people back 
and they don’t even know. 
And it should be taken ad-
vantage of,” Jackson said. 

Only charges within the 
City of Alexandria 
will be eligible to 
be expunged at the 
clinic. Individuals 
planning to attend 
will need to bring 
a certified copy of 
their charge and 
disposition as well 
as a photo ID.

According to 
the Virginia Pov-

erty Law Center, expunge-
ment is a process where an 
individual who has been ar-
rested and charged with a 
crime, but was not convicted, 
can have police and court 
records of the arrest and 
charges sealed from public 
view.  This doesn’t mean that 
the records are destroyed. 
The records are taken away 
from public view and can 
only be seen if the court gives  
them to a law enforcement 
officer, for example.

Expungement of convic-
tions of any type, whether 

Expungement 
clinic to be held

AMY
JACKSON
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HUNTER MEWS | 119 WOLFE STREET | $4,700,000

5901 RESERVOIR HEIGHTS | $999,000 2500 KING STREET | $2,200,000

Beautiful home in THE PALISADES! Three finished levels, 2-car garage, 4 large bedrooms, 3.5 renovated 
baths, 2 fireplaces, office and finished lower level with access to the yard. Large deck and beautiful lawn 
and extensive plantings. Many updates throughout.

Stunning colonial in GW Park! Another beautiful renovation by Bluestone Builders. The home has 5 
bedrooms, 4.5 baths, living room with fireplace and finished lower level with separate entrance. 
Two expansive porches, backyward and off-street parking.

A timeless home filled with modern conveniences, coupled with the charm of yesteryear, Hunter Mews is one of Old Town Alexandria’s few single-family homes nestled on one of its oldest streets. A true rarity that 
is seen through two conventional lenses—the classic look and feel of Old Town from the exterior, yet young and new throughout the interior—this home awaits you as you pass through its gates. Upon entering the 
home you will be welcomed by the entry foyer, the living room radiates from the natural light that shines through a full bank of windows across the room. The gourmet kitchen has been renovated with brand-
new high end appliances, quartz counters & center island. The light-filled breakfast/family room has a 20ft wall of floor to ceiling windows which look out to meticulous gardens with plush plantings. The primary 
bedroom offers the perfect space to unwind, as it has a gas fireplace, floor to ceiling wall of windows, vaulted ceilings with built-in speakers and cove lighting & luxury primary bathroom. The upper level also 
includes four additional bedrooms that have been extensively renovated. A well appointed roof deck is accessible from 2 rooms and overlooks the private gardens. Finished lower level, family room, 6 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths, 3 fireplaces, ELEVATOR and attached garage! So come in, stay awhile, and fall in love as this gracious piece of charm, elegance and history welcomes you home.

Let me put my 35 years of experience to work for you! Since 1988

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855 
It’s not just my business, it’s my neighborhood.
For additional information & photos, go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Roland Garner
My priorities are simple... they’re yours!
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Warehouse to become market/event space
Murray Bonitt of Bonitt 

Builders announced plans to 
transform and preserve the 
waterfront warehouse at 10 
Duke St. into a market, tav-
ern and event space accord-
ing to a news release. Bonitt 
will partner with Rex's Man-
agement CEO Noe Landini on 
the new concept. According to 
the release, the new venture 
will be called Copper Mill, “a 
nod to the former mill on the 
site which fabricated barrels 
for the Alexandria Flour Com-
pany. The site is located where 
the Robinson Landing devel-
opment is today. The ware-
house was also formerly used 
as a mess house and commis-
sary by the Union Army during 
the Civil War. The current 

plans for the two-story 6,400 
square-foot warehouse build-
ing will consist of a small up-
scale market at the rear of the 

building, with a casual tavern 
on the first floor, and a 3,200 
private event space upstairs.”  

-lgolden@alextimes.com

Man suffers gun shot wound
A 32-year-old male was the 

victim of an apparent gunshot 
wound to the upper body last 
Saturday. At approximately 
10:26 a.m. the Alexandria Po-
lice Department responded 
to a call for shots fired in the 
400 block of North Armistead 
Street, where they found the 
victim. 

APD officers rendered aid 
until medics were on scene. The 

victim was then transported to 
a hospital with serious injuries.  

This incident is part of an 
active investigation, the APD is 
asking that any witnesses with 
information regarding this in-
cident to please contact De-
tective Edmund Dougherty 
by phone at 703-746-6697 or 
email: Edmund.Dougherty@
alexandriava.gov.

-lgolden@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/BONITT BUILDERS
Artist’s rendering of planned renovation of one of Alexandria’s last 
remaining waterfront warehouses.

Correction: The column “No 
one pays a tax rate” in the March 
16 Alexandria Times contained 
some incorrect numbers. This is 
partly because numbers regarding 
tax assessments differ in various 
city documents. The average 2023 
residential assessment was listed 
as $674,914 in “Real Property As-
sessment Information,” dated 
March 9, as $677,521 in the “Pro-
posed Budget in Brief” document 
and as $679,914 in a staff memo 

dated Feb. 7. The column, which 
stated that a 2 cent tax increase 
was possible, was written prior to 
Council setting a maximum tax 
rate of a 1 cent increase. The col-
umn stated that the city has $135 
million in reserve funds, when 
the actual number is $138 million 
and not all of the funds were from 
pandemic relief. The FY23 fund 
balance in the proposed fiscal year 
2024 budget is $17.25 million. The 
Times regrets the error.

City Council is seeking ap-
plicants to fill the vacancies 
on City of Alexandria boards, 
commissions and committees. 
All applicants must complete 

a Personal Data Record form 
electronically at www.alex 
andriava.gov/Boards no later 
than 5:00 p.m. on March 31. 

-lgolden@alextimes.com

City seeks applicants  
for board vacancies

WEEKLY BRIEFING
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Council sets maximum tax rate
City Council established 

the maximum tax rate to be 
advertised for residential and 
commercial real property and 
personal property at a legis-
lative meeting on March 14. 
Council gave initial approval to 
an advertised maximum rate of 
$1.12 per $100 of assessed val-
uation on residential, commer-
cial and industrial property for 
calendar year 2023, which if 
enacted, would be a 1 cent in-

crease in the tax rate from last 
year.  

The FY2024 proposed bud-
get reflects a real estate tax 
rate of $1.11, with an alterna-
tive budget with a $1.12 tax 
rate. These totals include the 
continued dedication of 1 cent 
for affordable housing and the 
continued reservation of 2.2 
cents of the real property tax 
rate for transportation projects.

Because of the rising as-

sessed value of existing resi-
dential property, tax bills will 
rise by 4.26% even if the rate 
stays at $1.11 per $100 of as-
sessed value. At a rate of $1.11, 
the average residential prop-
erty tax bill in Alexandria in 
CY2023 would be $7,546.89.
The ordinance is scheduled for 
a public hearing and second 
reading on April 25 and final 
passage on May 3.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Inova campus at Landmark approved
City Council unanimously 

approved building of the 1.1 
million square foot Inova cam-
pus at the old site of Landmark 
mall on Saturday. Development 
Special Use Permit #2022-

10023 allows for a new campus 
consisting of a hospital, can-
cer center, specialty care cen-
ter, a central plaza and above 
and below ground parking ga-
rages. The DSUP allows for a 

penthouse exceeding 15 feet in 
height on the hospital building. 
Construction is expected to be-
gin sometime next year and 
take approximately four years.

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

ACPS students honor essential workers
On March 14, Patrick Henry 

students joined with school and 
community leaders to show 
their appreciation for essential 

workers. Students wrote thank 
you cards, created banners and 
performed a song and dance 
tribute.  Students also partic-

ipated in a career panel and 
toured vehicles used by essen-
tial workers during the week.

-lgolden@alextimes.com

Two-alarm fire causes  
$1.2M in damages

The home at 216 S. Fair-
fax St. is condemned due to 
damage following a fire that 
occurred on March 15 accord-
ing to a news release. In ad-
dition to the Alexandria Fire 
Department, first responders 
from the Metropolitan Wash-
ington Airports Authority 
and Arlington, Fairfax and 
Prince George’s counties re-
sponded to the incident. No 
civilians were injured while 
three firefighters sustained 
non-life threatening injuries 
responding to the fire. The 

fire caused approximately 
$1.2 million in damages while 
property value saved is esti-
mated at $607,469. The cause 
of the fire remains under  
investigation.  

The AFD encourages  
residents to have working 
alarms in their homes and to 
change replaceable batteries 
as needed. You can arrange a 
smoke alarm installation for 
your single-family home at 
survey.alexandriava.gov/s3/
SmokeDetectorRequest

-lgolden@alextimes.com

Walk-in services at AHD suspended
On March 20, the Alex-

andria Health Department 
closed their King Street loca-
tion. Walk-in services will be 
unavailable until March 27 

when the new location opens 
at 4850 Mark Center Drive. 
Clients may be directed to re-
ceive in-person services at 
nearby health agencies. Cli-

ents with concerns should call 
AHD at 703-746-4996 or email 
alexhealth@vdh.virginia. 
gov

-lgolden@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Patrick Henry students performed for essential workers.
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Handsome and sweet, Kobi has a sunny disposition  
matched by his energetic personality. Kobi wants plenty 
of exercise and adventure time. He is a friendly sort and is 
excited to meet new people and other dogs. Very receptive 
and curious about  training, he also loves a good game of 
fetch or tug.  Only 2 years old, Kobi weighs about 60 pounds.

Meet Kobi!
AlexandriaAnimals.org/Adopt-By-Appointment 

703-746-4774

You've Got a Friend

Sponsored by
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Ukraine relief benefit concert planned
Classical Movements will  

hold a concert to benefit 
Ukraine on April 30. The event 
will feature musicians from the 
National Symphony Orchestra 
performing music by Ukrainian 
composers in the first half of 
the concert and Mozart’s clar-
inet quintet in the second half. 
Special guest Zino Bogachek, 

violin and composer from the 
Kennedy Center Opera House 
Orchestra, will be featured in 
the concert. 

The performance will be 
held at Third Baptist Church, 
at 917 Princess St. Patrons who 
donate $20 to Ukraine relief 
will be able to attend a recep-
tion with the artists following 

the concert at The Secret Gar-
den at The Rectory, which is 
two blocks away at 711 Prin-
cess St. For more information 
or tickets see: www.eventbrite.
c o m / e / b e n e f i t - c o n -
cert-for-ukraine-and-mo-
zarts-clarinet-quintet-tick-
ets-536367849677

-ddunbar@alextimes.com

Ting Internet brings free internet
On March 14, thou-

sands of Alexandrian resi- 
dents gained symmetrical  
gigabit fiber Internet acc- 
ording to a news release. 
Ting Internet, a division 
of Tucows, is now offer-
ing internet to all Alexan-
drian residents who qualify 
for the Affordable Connec-
tivity Program. Those who 
qualify will also receive one 
router rental at no charge 

and can purchase a tablet 
for a one-time $20 fee plus 
tax. Ting will also provide 
free internet to some non-
profit organizations, pa-rks 

and farmers markets as cho-
sen by the city. For infor-
mation, visit ting.com/inter 
net/town/alexandria.

-lgolden@alextimes.com

The City of Alexandria will 
unveil its newest public art 
installation, “Two Boxes of 
Oranges and Admonia Jack-
son,” in Alexandria’s Wa-
terfront Park (1 Prince St.) 
at a free opening celebra-
tion for the community on 
March 25 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
This new temporary instal-

lation by Nina Cooke John of 
Studio Cooke John is the fifth 
in the “Site See: New Views 
in Old Town” annual pub-
lic art series that launched in 
2019 and will be on display 
through November 2023. It 
follows R&R Studio’s 2022 “I 
Love You” installation.

-lgolden@alextimes.com

New view in Old Town

Mulch delivery service available
The city is currently ac-

cepting orders for a lim-
ited supply of wood mulch 
made from previously col-
lected Christmas trees. De-
liveries will begin on April 3 
through June 30. Dates and 

times are limited and avail-
able on a first-come, first-
served basis. Fees apply for 
delivery. Free mulch is also 
available for residents to pick 
up at 4215 Eisenhower Ave., 
Monday through Friday from 

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Residents 
must bring their own shovels, 
buckets, and other necessary 
supplies. For more informa-
tion, visit www.alexandriava.
gov/Mulch

-lgolden@alextimes.com

 PHOTO/CNW GROUP/TUCOWS INC.
A Ting Internet team on-site in Alexandria.  

Local caregiver receives 
foundation’s top award

On March 9 Mesfin De-
sta, a team leader at Good-
win House, received the Ceca 
Foundation’s highest honor 
according to a news release. 

“Mesfin exemplifies our 
mission to support, honor 
and uplift the lives of older 
adults,” Rob Liebreich, pres-

ident and CEO of Goodwin 
Living, said. Desta received 
a trophy and a $2,500 cash 
award funded by the non-
profit which partners with 
national healthcare commu-
nities to recognize excep-
tional caregivers.

-lgolden@alextimes.com

COURTESY PHOTO
Mesfin Desta received the Ceca Foundation’s highest honor.
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nmlsconsumeraccess.org
Buckingham Mortgage LLC

NMLS #1124970

Mortgage Solutions 
Available For:

• Primary Residences 
• Investment Properties 
Residential and Commercial
• Refinancing

For all your finance needs, call:
Charles Wade 
NMLS #2113292
240 224-4679
charles@bfgusa.com

alexandriatimes

follow us on 
instagram 
#alexandriatimes #alextimes 
#alexandriava #alxva

Leave us a like or
tag us in your posts!

AT

@AlexTimesNews

follow us on twitter
Get the latest news update in real time.

AT
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FAIRFAX

11101 Popes Head Road
Fairfax, VA

$5,000,000

Nickie Jordan 
+1 202 374 4277 
Mark C. Lowham 
+1 703 966 6949

DUPONT WEST
  

1310 21st Street NW
Washington, DC

$2,850,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

OLD TOWN

306 S Union Street
Alexandria, VA

CONTRACT PENDING
$2,000,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

GEORGETOWN

3017, 3009, 3003 N Street NW
Washington, DC

$26,500,000  

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

KALORAMA

2404 Wyoming Avenue NW
Washington, DC

$6,400,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

OLD TOWN

101 Quay Street
Alexandria, VA

$2,895,000

Phyllis Patterson
+1 703 408 4232

OLD TOWN 

318 N Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 

$1,195,000

Bev Tatum
+1 703 585 9673

OLD TOWN

209 Gibbon Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,725,000  

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

MARLBORO ESTATES

4009 W Braddock Road
Alexandria, VA

CONTRACT PENDING
$899,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

DUPONT CIRCLE

2019 Hillyer Place NW
Washington, DC

$2,490,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

OLD TOWN

433 S Lee Street
Alexandria, VA

CONTRACT PENDING
$1,995,000

Heather Corey
+1 703 989 1183

MARINA TOWERS RIVER VIEW

501 Slaters Lane #803
Alexandria, VA

$610,000

Delaine Campbell
+1 703 932 6542
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administrator was knocked 
to the ground. Last May, an 
ACHS student died after be-
ing stabbed by another stu-
dent. Though that tragedy 
took place off-campus, out-
side the McDonald’s at Bradlee 

Shopping Center, it happened 
during school hours.

According to a safety study 
released by ACPS in February, 
fifteen cases involving weap-
ons on school property were 
reported between the months 
of August and December of last 
year. Weapons listed during 

the reporting period included 
knives, brass knuckles, stun 
guns and BB guns.

“Bottom line, this is the 
right thing to do and a long 
time coming,” Molly Kaiman, 
a mother of two ACPS high 
school students, said.

Referencing recent in-

cidents of gun violence and 
other issues compromising 
the safety of the school com-
munity, Kaiman said she be-
lieves the screening system is 
a wake-up call for ACPS par-
ents who “don’t know how bru-
tal it is.”

“It is the school’s respon-
sibility to provide kids with a 
safe learning space,” Kaiman 
added.

Of those who participated 
in the survey, most agree with 
Kaiman, as 85% of respondents 
voted in favor of having the 
devices in all or some of their 
schools, according to survey 
results presented at the March 
16 school board meeting.

Parents and guardians of 
ACPS students had the high-
est response rate at 52%. Par-
ents and advocacy groups 
have been voicing the need 
for a boost in safety measures 
for years, but not all commu-
nity members agree this is the 
solution. Roughly 15% of those 
surveyed were opposed to the 
pilot program. 

Elnoubi’s passionate com-
parison of price to safety re-
ferred to the percentage of 
those in the opposed group 

who were mainly concerned 
with the impact on the budget. 
About 32% of those who said 
they were against the program 
in the survey cited the cost of 
the technology itself and 25% 
were concerned with the need 
for additional staff.

The prices for weapons de-
tection devices vary. Affixed 
screening devices could cost 
an estimated $60,000 and 
their mobile counterparts av-
erage $13,000. The combina-
tion of the two state-of-the-art 
technologies will be used in all 
chosen pilot schools to allow 
the facilities a more flexible 
screening process.

These devices will be in-
stalled in the entryways of the 
buildings, requiring everyone 
to walk through them before 
entering. The screening pro-
cess would be like that of a sta-
dium or larger venue where 
positive alerts would result in 
a more thorough screening.

School board member Wil-
lie Bailey addressed the con-
cerns regarding expense and 
voiced his support of the  
program.

ABATEMENT FROM | 1

SEE ABATEMENT | 9

FILE PHOTO
An ambulance was called to the Minnie Howard campus for a
15-year-old male complaining of stomach pains from the December 
2022 brawl.



WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM  MARCH 23, 2023 | 9 

“The entire city needs to 
understand it is about the 
safety of their kids, not about 
aesthetics, not what it looks 
like, not what it costs,” Bailey 
said.

When asked about con-
cerns raised by those opposed 
to the pilot, Elnoubi said as a 
decision maker, he takes his 
responsibility seriously.

“We’re supposed to be do-
ing everything we can, so the 
appearance, everything is a 
tradeoff,” Elnoubi said.

Now that the collective ef-
forts of parent and community 
advocates led the School Board 
to approve the pilot program, 
the focus is shifting to its im-
plementation and operation in 
a way that is nonthreatening.

“We want to make sure that 
all students feel welcomed and 
can thrive in a safe and healthy 
learning environment,” Hart 
said.

School board member Ash-
ley Simpson-Baird said al-
though she has supported the 
program from the beginning, 
the initial decision to move 
forward was not easy. 

“It was a difficult realiza-
tion to come to, having to ad-
mit that our schools aren’t 
safe,” Simpson-Baird said.

Simpson-Baird noted that 
59% of respondents who op-
posed the devices in all or some 
ACPS schools believed that 
weapons detection equipment 
in schools would make some 
students feel unwelcome. Al-
though the idea of the detec-
tors may seem intimidating to 
some, Simpson-Baird said she 
believes there are steps that 
can be taken to ensure every-
one, especially students, feels 
more comfortable.

“It’s important that stu-
dents are heard and they have 
a voice in their school en-
vironment,” Simpson-Baird 
said. She suggested schools 
consider holding facilitated 
discussions to encourage stu-
dents to talk about the pro-
gram and share their concerns.

Hart said those involved 
in the implementation of the 
program are already discussing 
creative ways to introduce the 
equipment to students, such as 
placing the logo, school mas-
cot and/or school colors on the 
weapons abatement system.

When asked about the aes-
thetic changes, Kaiman said 
they would not impact her 
children.

“We go to concerts, sport-
ing events, we walk right 
through the weapons detec-
tion systems and think noth-
ing of it,” Kaiman said. 

Hart said there is no specific 
timeline for the installation of 
detectors in all ACPS schools.

“At the conclusion of the 
pilot period, more discussion 
will be held with the school 
board to determine if a divi-
sion-wide rollout will occur,” 
Hart said.

Kaiman is confident that 
with the screening process in 
place, sending her children off 
to school will get a little easier 
each morning.

“Hopefully it’s going to do 
what it’s meant to do,” Kaiman 
said.

-awill@alextimes.com
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 PHOTO/OLIVIA ANDERSON
A fatal stabbing incident occured on May 24, 2022 at Bradlee 
Shopping Center.

Winkler Botanical Preserve • 5400 Roanoke Ave., Alexandria

novaparks.com/CampWinkler

Nature Summer Camps  
for Ages 5-9

Full Day & Half Day Camps
June 20 – August 11

REGISTERNOW!

395
495



10 | MARCH 23, 2023 ALEXANDRIA TIMES

misdemeanor or felony, are 
not eligible in Virginia. The 
ability to expunge entries from 
a criminal record in Virginia is 
limited to offenses which were 
eventually dismissed – and 
only some of those qualify.

In Virginia, a person may 
have charges expunged if one 
of the following applies: they 
were found not guilty of the 
charge, the charge or charges 
were dismissed, the individual 
was given an absolute pardon 
or if the person’s identity was 
used incorrectly. Not all crimi-

nal charges are eligible.
“If you were convicted, it 

doesn’t matter what kind of of-
fense you were convicted of, or 
how long ago it was, under cur-
rent Virginia law it remains on 
your record,” Alexandria Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Brian 
Porter said.

Local organizations and bu- 
sinesses including the West 
End Business Association, the 
League of Women Voters, Port 
City Brewing Company and Hil-
ton Mark Center are sponsor-
ing the event. Sean Sherlock, 
a partner at King, Campbell, 
Poretz and Mitchell – one of 
the law firms also sponsoring 
the event – said another deter-
mining factor for expungement 
depends on if the charge is for a 
felony or misdemeanor offense.  

“If it is a misdemeanor and 
it’s eligible for expungement 
and they have no prior crim-
inal record, it’s what’s called 
an expungement by right and 
the court has to grant the ex-
pungement,” Sherlock said.

Officials say inaccuracies 
on criminal records or past 
charges sometimes make it 
difficult for someone to get a 
job, a home or a loan.

“I’ve definitely had peo-
ple tell me prior arrests have 
caused them problems with 
employment and even hous-
ing,” Porter said. 

For an individual with a fel-
ony charge, or a misdemeanor 
charge and a prior criminal re-
cord, the court must deter-
mine a manifest injustice. This 
would mean that the court has 
determined that the continued 
existence of the charge will 
negatively impact the individ-
ual’s life.

“Expungements exist to 
make sure innocent people ar-
en’t impacted by the mere fact 
of having a charge on their re-
cord and of course the stan-
dard of proof to be charged 
with a crime is relatively low 
– probable cause – and much 
lower than it is to convict a 
person, which is beyond a rea-
sonable doubt,” Sherlock said.

Sherlock added that the cur-
rent process to get charges re-
moved can be confusing and 
time consuming. A person 
seeking expungement is re-
quired to file paperwork with 
the court, obtain a complete set 
of fingerprints from a law en-
forcement agency, pay nearly 
$100 in filing fees and if neces-

sary, schedule a court hearing.
On Saturday, all the needed 

agencies to help make ex-
pungement possible will be in 
one place. Trained defense at-
torneys will be working pro 
bono to determine if charges 
are eligible and to answer 
questions. Clerks from the Cir-
cuit Court of Alexandria will be 
on hand to complete court pa-
perwork. Representatives from 
the sheriff’s office will work to 
take and process fingerprints 
for eligible individuals who at-
tend the clinic.

The nearly $100 court filing 
fees associated with expunge-
ments will also be waived.

“We’ve really tried to take 
this whole process which can 
happen over weeks and weeks 
and condense it as much as 
possible,” Sherlock said.

Jackson said the event, 
which has taken nearly a year 
to put together, hasn’t faced 
any stated opposition.

“Everyone here is about 
giving people chances to im-
prove their lives,” Jackson said.

-bmcconnell@alextimes.com
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•A defendant in a criminal case who 
pleads “not guilty” and is then acquitted 
by a judge or jury.
•A person in a civil action who is charged 
with contempt of court, but is found  
not guilty.
•A defendant in a criminal case that 
the Commonwealth Attorney’s office 
decides not to prosecute for all charges.
•A defendant charged with assault and 
battery or other misdemeanor for which 
the defendant could also be sued in a 
civil action, if the injured person states 
in writing s/he has received satisfaction 
for the injury and the case is dismissed.
•A person whose name or identifica-
tion has been used without consent 
or authorization in a criminal case, i.e. 
identity theft.
•A defendant convicted of a crime who 
later receives an absolute pardon.
In 2021, the General Assembly passed 
a law that will revamp the expungement 
process, creating automatic expunge-
ments for some charges, among other 
changes. The new law is expected to 
take effect in July 2025.

ELIGIBLIBLITY FOR  
RECORD EXPUNGEMENT 
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BY KAITLIN MURPHY

A long-time source of fine 
jewelry and gifts for special 
occasions in Old Town is hav-
ing its big moment. Wom-
en-owned jewelry boutique 
Today’s Cargo is celebrating 
its Golden Jubilee this month. 
The 50th birthday celebration 
kicked off on March 3rd with a 
party held at the store that in-
cluded an auction and a special 
guest appearance from Alex-
andria Mayor Justin Wilson, 
who presented a proclamation 
to owners Donna McIntyre and 
Carla Clarke. 

More than 50 guests, in-
cluding long-time custom-
ers and supporters of Today’s 
Cargo, enjoyed the soiree with 
champagne and cake. A spin-
the-wheel raffle guaranteed 
hand-picked baubles. People 
mingled, won beautiful pieces 
and celebrated the anniver-

sary. The event was the cul-
mination of building a solid 
structure and making connec-
tions through the years as a 
key part of the community fab-
ric in Old Town.

The foundation of this busi-
ness was established in 1973 by 
Gladys Irvin, who sold jewelry 
at a card table at the Alexandria 
Flea market located at the Cril-
ley Warehouse on Lee Street. 
Whatever pieces arrived in that 
day’s mail shipment on the Po-
tomac River made up the wares 
and so the name Today’s Cargo 
was born. Demand for Irvin’s 
jewelry grew and she moved to 
a new location at 217 Cameron 
St. Another move followed be-
fore finally settling at the King 
St. location in 2007.     

Irvin remained affiliated 
with Today’s Cargo until her 
death in Feb. 2019. While Ir-
vin had a passion for jewelry, 
Donna McIntyre found To-

day’s Cargo as a second career. 
In 1976, McIntyre, a retired 
teacher, joined the business 
and immediately began con-
tributing to its growth. McIn-
tyre had an interest in jewelry 
and was self-taught in all as-
pects of business. She learned 
all she could about gemology 
and sourcing stones, which 
contributed greatly to the con-
tinued success and growth of 
Today’s Cargo.  

Carla Clarke remembers  
shopping as a young girl 
at Today’s Cargo with her 
mother. The warm and friendly 
atmosphere always made her 
feel welcome. Even though she 
was little, Clarke was invited 
to browse the cases of jewelry 
and when she couldn’t reach 
the button on the rotating re-
tail display, a helpful sales as-
sociate pushed it for her so 

Today’s Cargo celebrates its 50th anniversary

SEE ANNIVERSARY | 12

 PHOTO/KAITLIN MURPHY
Carla Clarke remembers shopping as a young girl at Today’s Cargo. 
She now serves as vice president and part owner of the store. 

cell 703.627.5421  |  OldTownAlexandriaLiving.com  |  Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.549.9292  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Properties for 25+ Years

108 Franklin Street  ~  $1,795,000
Sophisticated living in a prime Old Town location! Fabulous 3-bedroom, 4.5-bath townhouse is light filled with a wonderful open 
design with elegant rooms for entertaining, hardwood floors, second floor family room, 2 gas fireplaces, stainless kitchen, and a 
private patio. The spacious primary suite offers his and her walk-in closets and a luxurious bath with dual vanities and soaking tub. 
A lower-level space and be used as a 4th bedroom, office, or exercise room. A two-car garage completes this special property. 

Call Babs to preview this fine residence and put her expertise to work for you!
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that she could enjoy perusing  
the jewelry.

This attention to service 
not only led to not only a cus-
tomer for life but a future 
owner. Clarke joined Today’s 
Cargo in 2000 and now serves 
as the vice president and part 
owner. 

“Gladys was the brain and 
Donna is the heart [of Today’s 
Cargo],” Clarke said. 

The staff of Today’s Cargo 
continually try to learn new 
and innovative business prac-
tices.   Recently, Clarke earned 
her Certified Master Appraiser 
accreditation through the Na-
tional Association of Jewelry 
Appraisers and is currently the 
only C.M.A. in Old Town. Not 
surprisingly, Clarke receives 

many referrals for her service.
The mission of the business 

is alive and well today. Its man-
tra of “treat customers well and 
provide unique jewelry for all 
tastes and occasions,” is a time-
less theme that still draws new 
clients in – and keeps old-tim-
ers coming back.  The shop sells 
traditional, classic, modern and 
artistic pieces. It also provides 
full repair services, ear piercing, 
appraisals and custom design. 

Periodic refreshes, such 
as a newer logo and brand-
ing, tie together the founda-
tion of the past with a look 
to the future. Today’s Cargo 
tries to appeal to its longtime,   
loyal customer base while also 
adapting to what newer cus-
tomers want – which includes 
using the newest technology.

“The custom design studio 
uses a computer-aided design 
software program so that peo-
ple can get exactly what they 
want,” Clarke said. This service 
allows customers to create, de-
sign and produce a rendering 
of their ideas. 

Today’s Cargo celebrates 
clients who share stories of 
their lives when they purchase 

mementos, jewelry and other 
gifts. Clarke enjoys being part 
of the significant events such 
as christenings and baptisms, 
graduations, engagements and 
anniversaries which are cele-
brated and acknowledged with 
gifts from the store. 

Today’s Cargo successfully 
maneuvered through the pan-
demic, though the future for 
their store and many small 
businesses are threatened by 
shifts in retail spending and 
rent increases. 

“We are known for hav-
ing quaint and charming small 
businesses and shops. A big 
worry is that Old Town will 
become a big box retail store 
town,” Clarke said.

For now, honoring the past, 
present and future is the focus 
of the Golden Jubilee that To-
day’s Cargo is celebrating.

Clarke said she is both 
proud to take on the legacy of 
the store and is ready for the 
next chapter.

Today’s Cargo is 
located at 1102 King St. 

The store’s anniversary sale 
runs through March 23. 
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Today’s Cargo is celebrating its Golden Jubilee this month. 
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Fine jewelry and gifts for special occasions can be found at Today’s Cargo.

Jamila Mansurova is many 
things, chief among them a 
talented writer, remarkable 
vice principal and beloved 
grandmother. Though we call 
her by many nicknames, she 
is known abroad as M FirA, a 
brilliant author who has mas-
tered the art of telling inti-
mate, at times melancholic, 
at times humorous, stories.

 In her youth, Jamila 
worked as a teacher of chem-
istry and biology in a school 
that specialized in musical 
talents. Over time, she be-
came the vice principal of the 
school. She often organized 
engaging events for her stu-
dents that revolved around 
literature and music. Her stu-
dents fondly remember her as 
both strict and considerate, 
always paying her the same 
respects now as they did in 
their days of being her pupils. 
Her care for children has thus 
remained a defining charac-
teristic in her life.

 Since 1972, Jamila has 
penned articles for various 
newspapers for her home 
country, Azerbaijan. She has 
written a myriad of stories 

containing themes that span 
from romantic and familial 
love to loss, grief and time. 
Her first collection of stories 
was published in 1978. Since 
then, she has authored nov-
elettes and novels immers-
ing readers into the historical 
accounts of Azerbaijani cit-
izens. Not only an accom-
plished writer, Jamila has 
quite an eye for art – she de-
signs the cover of her own 
books! She cleverly created 
her pen name to honor both 
her late husband, Arif Mans-
urov, and her late mother, 
known to family members  

as Mama Fira.
 Today, Jamila continues 

to write. She has not lost her 
desire to capture the world 
around her and delve into 
the intricacies of humanity. 
She has maintained her in-
terest in fashion – she even 
designed jewelry in her youth 
–  and has a growing love for 
photography. Jamila remains 
so dedicated to her craft that 
she spends time reading 
other people’s stories, wid-
ening her literary knowledge 
and engrossing herself into 
foreign worlds.

It’s clear that family is im-
portant to Jamila, and the re-
verse is true as well. Jamila is 
an inspiration to her children 
and grandchildren, an image 
of following one’s dreams, 
excelling at one’s talents and 
loving boundlessly. To be in 
her presence is a lifelong gift, 
and for these reasons we cel-
ebrate her birthday. We are so 
thankful for her infinite wis-
dom and the endearing, play-
ful nature she has maintained 
throughout the years of her 
life. Cheers to many more 
years ahead!,

Happy Birthday
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Del Ray homeowners 
lean into the process 
and love the product
BY KAITLIN MURPHY

Homeowner Jamie Nolan 
and her husband purchased 
their 1940’s brick duplex in 
Del Ray in 2017. The location 

and deep yard were big factors 
in the purchase with the in-
tent to renovate in the future. 
The 1,220 square foot two-bed-
room, two-bath home was ren-
ovated in 2012 with upgraded 
electrical and plumbing, so the 
Nolans had a great canvas to 
start their project.

As they considered improv-
ing their space for three people 
and a dog, they settled on ex-
panding the first floor with a 
rear addition to provide more 
space and storage as well as 
an expanded kitchen. The de-
sire to entertain led to an 
open-concept design, includ-

ing a large gathering area and 
the addition of a small powder 
room. Their plans for the space 
required an expansion of 15 
feet from the back of the house 
into the existing yard.  

Once they met with the de-
sign team at Marks-Woods Con-
struction Services, they soon 
realized that the entire home 
would need to be renovated to 
fully improve their space.  In 

addition to the first-floor ex-
pansion, the Nolans identified 
a need for a primary suite with 
an attached bathroom, a larger 
secondary bedroom and a sep-
arate office on the second floor.   

While the floor plan re-
configured the footprint of 
the home, Nolan developed 
her own curated vision board 

Designing for yourself

SEE DEL RAY | 14
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Black kitchen cabinets are softened with a natural stone backsplash.
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of design inspiration that she 
had compiled over the years. 
Lots of dramatic colors, mixed 
metals and different materials 
complemented the space and 
outlined what they wanted. It 
was a great jumping-off point 
for the project.  

“We love Del Ray and any-

thing we can do to make our 
home work long term for us is 
worth it,” Nolan said.

During the design and per-
mitting phase, they found out 
that the yard was a noncon-
forming lot, which dictates 
how close you can build from 
the property line.  Under the 
current zoning conditions, 
the design would not align 

with the rules so extra permits  
were required.

The contractors had to go 
to the Board of Zoning Appeals 
to seek approvals on the align-
ment of the proposed additions 
with the current house. The 
project experienced additional 
delays due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Supply chain delays 
for items like the windows and 

cabinetry added to longer lead 
time which had to be taken into 
consideration for the project.

During the renovation and 
construction, Nolan leaned into 
the designs and took numerous 
bold risks. Inspired by Parisian 
kitchens, the homeowners put 
on their own spin.

For instance, the kitchen 
cabinets are black along the pe-
rimeter of the room but wood 
tones are used on the cen-
ter island, which, along with 
the natural stone backsplash, 
soften the view. Fun elements 
include vertical picket tiles 
which create the illusion of a 

taller space while mixed metals 
of brass and chrome give the 
area a timeless look.  

This unusual pairing works 
well as the lighting allows for 
dramatic finishes while the 
other color choices stand out. 
For a bit of whimsy to counter 
the sophistication of the 
kitchen, the adjacent powder 
room pops with color and ani-
mal print wallpaper.  

These design elements 
carry throughout the rest of 
the house and the second floor 
also offers some personalized 

DEL RAY FROM | 13
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The ceiling is wallpapered with a cloud print.

 PHOTO/NOVASOUL IMAGERY/MARKS-WOODS
The powder room pops with color and animal print wallpaper.  
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and bold features.
“My favorite space is my of-

fice,” Nolan said.
She selected a rich plum 

color paint for the walls and 
the ceiling is wallpapered with 
a cloud print. Bringing a lit-
tle bit of the outside in, Nolan 
added a bird feeder to her of-
fice window. All the choices, 
decor and art work reflect  
her personality.

Prior to the renovation, No-
lan had been working in a small 
corner of the home’s basement. 
Creating an office for herself 
has been meaningful.

“I created the space and 
the final product has really 
been great. It was an excellent 
investment of space for us,”  
she said.

Danielle Steele served as 
the lead designer for the No-
lans and agreed that Nolan 
knew what she was doing. 

DEL RAY FROM | 14

SEE DEL RAY | 16
 PHOTO/NOVASOUL IMAGERY/MARKS-WOODS

The penguin print wallpaper has an irresistible fuzzy texture.

HOMES 

“In 1885 I was determined to give the 
people the best quality merchandise at fair 
prices and prompt, courteous service. As a 

result, our firm has grown and prospered.”
- Thomas J. Fannon, 1941 at the 56th Anniversary

WE PROUDLY 
WORK WITH
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Humidifiers

Thank you, Alexandria, for the opportunity to serve you.
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Your locally owned and operated HVAC experts.
(703) 549-5700 | 1200 Duke Street • Alexandria, VA 22314 | www.TJFannon.com
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“Clients should always  
design for themselves,” Steele 
said.

The family’s daughter has 
her own favorite detail that she 
loves to touch and include on 
any tour of the family home. 
The penguin print wallpaper 
in her room is visually appeal-
ing and the fuzzy texture is ir-
resistible. 

The back yard had a make-
over as well. To replace a deck 
that was removed when the 
back of the house was ex-
panded, they had a sustainable 
brick patio installed. The bricks 
sourced for this project were re-
claimed from Old Town, which 
was a way to honor the family’s 
connection to the history and 
fabric of the community.

A new balcony off the pri-
mary bedroom on the second 
floor has a railing that serves 
as a hanging spot for red gera-
niums, which is another nod 

to Nolan’s Parisian design  
influences.  

Nolan offered advice to 
future homeowners looking  
to undertake a renovation  
and expansion:

“Take more risks. Take one 
room and go bolder. Always go 
with your gut instinct and it 
will all work out.” 

The bold design choices 
won two awards with the  
Professional Remodeling 
Organization, a group that 
represents residential, com-
mercial and general remodeling  
contractors. 

“Goes to show, when you 
have a client that likes to 
get involved and takes some 
risks, the sky is the limit,” 
Greg Marks, director of busi-
ness development for Marks- 
Woods, said.

After the renovation, the 
Nolans ended up with the 
home of their dreams. They 
now have plans underway to 
renovate their outdoor space. 

DEL RAY FROM | 15
Take more risks. Take one room and go bolder. 

Always go with your gut instinct and it will  
all work out.”

– Jamie Nolan,
Del Ray homeowner
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The bold design choices won two awards with the Professional 
Remodeling Organization.
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BERNUY
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Here’s what you need 
to know at tax time  
if you sold in 2022
BY ELIZABETH LUCCHESI

Last year was a wild ride in 
real estate. Homes flew off the 
shelves quicker than toilet pa-
per did in 2020. And 2022’s sig-
nificant home value increases 
may mean you sold for more 
than you paid. 

ATTOM, a curator of na-
tionwide real estate data, 
reported home sellers nation-
wide profited an average of 
$112,000 on the sale of their 
home in 2022, up 21% from 
2021. This figure sounds fan-
tastic but doesn’t reflect po-
tential capital gains taxes and 
is a digit or two less large once 
this tax is deducted. 

With tax deadlines ap-
proaching, you may wonder if 

you’ll owe the IRS for this cap-
ital gain. Here’s how to sort 
through tricky tax matters as a 
recent home seller.

Capital assets  
and taxes

A capital gain occurs when 
you sell an asset for more than 
you originally paid. Capital as-
sets include most things you 
own, physical or otherwise, 
like your vehicle or a boat and 

stocks, bonds and real estate.
Many sellers’ profits fall 

under the capital gains thresh-
olds for primary homes when 
selling a home. Others, par-
ticularly long-time property 
owners, may get hit with an 
unexpected bill in the form of 
a capital gains tax. This tax is 
calculated relative to the profit 
made from your home sale. 

Short-term capital gains are 
profits realized from a home 
owned for less than a year 
and sold; these gains will be 
taxed at the ordinary income  
tax rate.

You have a loss if your basis 
is more than the selling price. 
While losses dent your wallet, 
there’s no tax impact and you 
can’t claim a loss.

Exceptions
Like many tax-related it-

Understanding home sale taxes

ems, there are exceptions and 
not all gain is taxable. For ex-
ample, if the home was your 
primary residence for at least 
two out of the five years before 
you sold it, you may be able to 
exclude up to $250,000 of the 
capital gain from your tax-
able income or up to $500,000 
if you're married and filing 
jointly. You can only claim this 
exclusion once every two years. 

Homeowners will also not 
have a reportable gain or loss if 
their home was transferred to 
a spouse or ex-spouse as part 
of a divorce settlement. Other 
exceptions that may affect your 
gain include circumstances 
preventing you from living in 
your primary residence, de-
ceased taxpayers, vacant land 
and condemned homes.

Exceptions made to owner-
ship and residency are specific. 
For example, those on quali-
fied official extended duty in 
the uniformed services, foreign 
service or intelligence commu-
nity can suspend the five-year 
period for up to 10 years.

Keep better records
Every improvement and 

renovation related to your 
home should be closely re-
corded as these can increase 
your home value, sales price 
and ultimately your poten-

tial capital gain. Use a spread-
sheet to enter all receipts and 
invoices for home-related ex-
penses, including mainte-
nance and have a physical copy  
filed away.

Home Sales In 2023
Many homeowners will 

profit from their home sales 
in 2023. And assuming no 
changes from Congress, 
the same capital gains rules  
will apply.  

If you’re thinking about 
selling this year, start plan-
ning now. Organize your re-
cords. Gains recognized in 2023 
won’t be taxable until 2024, but 
you should think ahead to fig-
ure out your basis and adjust-
ments now.

Be smart and save time 
when you lean into the advice 
of an experienced tax expert 
and realtor you know and trust. 
These professionals will help 
you understand your tax obli-
gations when selling a home 
and clearly explain the best op-
tions for your situation. 

The information provided 
here is not investment or 

financial advice. The writer 
is the founder of the LizLuke 

Team of Long & Foster 
Real Estate. She is also a 

buyer and seller agent.

COURTESY PHOTO
Learn about these tax matters to avoid any surprises on your taxes.
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BY BRANDPOINT

Warmer temperatures, bl- 
ooming flowers and brighter 
days inspire you to take a fresh 
look at your home. And spring 
is the perfect season to make 
a room feel brand new. Fresh, 
seasonal colors can give your 
bathroom an upgraded look 
and new products will help you 
keep that fresh spring feeling 
all season.  Here are four sim-
ple ideas to help you revamp 
your bathroom this spring.

Invite more color
Swap out some of the sim-

ple elements in your bath-
room and brighten the space 
with fresh and colorful towels, 
bathmats and a new shower 
curtain. Choose light, appeal-
ing colors and patterns based 
on natural elements that will 
bring a springtime feeling into 
your home.

Decorate with purpose
Consider adding some dec-

orative accents, like glass jars 
filled with cotton swabs, small 
soaps or garden flowers. A lit-
tle goes a long way, so choose 
only a few accents to keep clut-
ter at bay.

Add attractive storage 
solutions

Include smart and visually 
appealing storage options such 
as baskets on shelves. Useful for 
keeping your countertops clear, 
you can use baskets to easily 
organize items like toiletries, 
washcloths and makeup.  Extra 
towels for guests can be stowed 
away to keep the bathroom 
bright and clean.

Refresh your windows
Give your bathroom win-

dows a thorough cleaning 
and consider updating win-
dow treatments. Install roller 

blinds or Roman shades in 
lighter colors to let in natural 
light while still providing pri-
vacy. This simple step will help 
the whole room feel lighter 

and brighter.
Ready to get started on re-

freshing your bathroom? You 
can easily accomplish this 
update– no plumber or de-

signer needed - to make a big 
difference in the look and 
feel so you can relax and en-
joy your bathroom all season  
long.

Bathroom break: four tips to freshen up

FILE PHOTO
Appealing colors and patterns will bring a springtime feeling into your home.

HOMES 

These days many people’s homes are teeming with 
activity, with everyone in each other’s way half the 
time. Tensions are high. Tempers are short. 

Fix it with a full or partial remodel — always a good 
investment when it furthers your family’s enjoyment 
and relaxation. 

We do complete kitchen remodeling in record time. 
We don’t dawdle in your home. We are always 
Covid-safe. We’ll build a full wall of built-ins with 
workstations in one day! M&M partners with 
licensed, insured General Contractors who are 
consummate professionals and master carpenters. 
Please give us the opportunity to earn your business.

Make Your Home Less 
Hectic and More of a Haven

817 S. WASHINGTON ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VA 23314
(703) 299-0092

WE ALEXANDRIA!

Please send inquiries to 
roryc@mandmappliance.com
or call or text Rory 301-537-3515
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MARCH 23

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
ART EXHIBITION Local artist 
Anita Barondes took four years 
to research, design and stitch 
her award-winning “Women 
from the Dawn of Time.” The 
tapestry depicts hundreds 
of women who made major 
contributions to the arts, 
medicine, writing, politics, 
sports, science and leadership 
since the dawn of time. 
Time: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Location:  
4701 Seminary Road 
Information:   
alexlibraryva.org/
event/7928370

DIY RING DISH Create a 
beautiful and unique product 
by forming and decorating 
a clay dish for your jewelry. 
Teens, adults and seniors 
are welcome. Registration is 

required. Free to all. 
Time: 6 to 7 p.m.  
Location:  
2501 Commonwealth Ave.  
Information:   
alexlibraryva.org/
event/7995612 

MARCH 24

JUNIOR DOCENT PROGRAM  
Students in grades 4 through 
7 are welcome to apply to 
become a junior docent at 
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. 
To be considered, students 
must complete and return an 
application to the museum. 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Location: 134 N. Royal St. 
Information:   
alexandriava.gov/
gadsbystavern 
 
‘THE SYNDICATE SPY’ AT 
LOST BOY Ever wondered 
what it's like to be a spy? 

Meet former CIA spy Brittany 
Butler as she discusses 
her experiences recruiting 
spies and dismantling terror 
networks abroad. Hosted by 
Hooray for Books and Lost 
Boy Cider, this event is free 
to all. Books, food and drinks 
available for purchase.   
Time: 7 p.m.  
Location:  
317 Hooffs Run Drive 
Information:   
eventbrite.com/e/author-
brittany-butler-at-lost-boy-
cider-tickets-549556768087 

MARCH 25

ART INSTALLATION DEBUT 
Attend a celebration of the 
city’s newest art installation. 
“Two Boxes of Oranges and 
Admonia Jackson” will be on 
display through November 
2023. Free to all.   

Time: 2 to 5 p.m. 
Location: 1 Prince St. 
Information:   
alexandriava.gov/public-
art/site-see-two-boxes-
of-oranges-and-admonia-
jackson 

MARCH 27

ALEXANDRIA WEST 
OPEN HOUSE  
Community discussion 
of housing affordability, 
transportation,and overall 
community feedback 
to discuss the future of 
Alexandria West. Free and 
open to the public. Food, 
childcare and language 
interpretation available.  
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location:  
1701 N. Beauregard St.  
and online 
Information:   

alexandriava.gov/
AlexandriaWest 

MARCH 30

FRANCE AND THE GAULS 
LECTURE How did Gaul 
come under Roman rule, 
and what is the legacy of the 
Gauls in France today? Join 
Catholic University professor 
Jennifer Paxton, Ph.D. will 
look at the complex chain of 
circumstances that led Julius 
Caesar to undertake the 
conquest of Gaul and explore 
the resonance of the Gaulish 
past in French politics and 
popular culture. Tickets are $10 
and include a wine reception. 
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.  
Location:  
201 S. Washington St.  
Information:   
shop.alexandriava.gov/
Events.aspx

CALENDAR

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

AT A GLANCE
HOME OF THE WEEK

Classic Old Town living in 
this historic townhome located 
a stone’s throw from Lee Street 
Park and Windmill Hill Park. 
More than 2,500 finished sq. 
ft. includes a newer two-level 
addition that includes a huge 

family room overlooking the 
deep, landscaped garden. The 
addition also includes a sunny 
second level primary bedroom 
suite with newer bath and sit-
ting/office area.

Plenty of room for ev-

eryone with four bedrooms.  
Great lifestyle opportunity.  
Enjoy gardening; stroll along 
the river; shop at the farm-
ers’ market on Saturday morn-
ings; dine in one of dozens of 
restaurants within just a few 
blocks of home. Prime south-
east quadrant location less 
than two blocks to the water-

front, dog park and biking/
walking trail.

Less than a mile to pub-
lic transportation, four miles 
to Amazon’s HQ2, five miles 
to Reagan National Airport, 
eight miles to Capitol Hill and 
nine miles to the White House. 
World-class living, all in the 
shadow of the Nation’s Capital.

Historic Townhome

Address:  

209 Gibbon St.,

Alexandria, 22314

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $1,725,000

Square feet: 2,577

Bedrooms: 4

Bathrooms:  

2 full; 3 half bath 

Year built: 1820

Contact:

Heather Corey

TTR Sotheby’s  

International Realty,  

Old Town

hcorey@ttrsir.com

ttrsir.com

703-989-1183

703-310-6800 

PHOTOS/OLEKS YAROSHYNSKYI/TOWNSEND VISUALS
Left: Historic Old Town townhouse. Middle: Beautiful wine cellar. Right: Professionally landscaped, deep garden.
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A journey of wellness 
can start with the 
smallest step
BY KATHY SEIFERT

I was twenty-three and 
had just moved to Denver, 
Colorado with my newlywed 
husband when the world of 
wellness opened to me.  Over 
forty years ago, Denver was 
well ahead of the rest of the 
country when it came to health 
and wellness. Most office 
buildings were equipped with 
workout areas which included 
hand weights and a treadmill. 
Many places even had saunas, 
steam rooms and showers.

Despite being an athlete 
in high school and college, I’d 
never really considered how 
the quality and types of food 
we eat might impact our over-
all performance and wellbeing.

On my way back to from 

grabbing lunch, I popped into 
a Natural Foods Store for a 
bottle of water. That one stop 
at a health food store in 1979 
changed me. Over the next  
several months, I had many 
conversations with the joyful 
owner. This lead to an insatia-
ble desire to learn as much as 
possible about using food to 
prevent disease and maintain 
optimum health.

Since that time, I’ve had a 
passion for healing with whole 
foods. I believe in the intrinsic 
connection between our minds 
and bodies and search for ways 
to contribute to a healthy  
lifestyle.

Now, at sixty-seven, may 
“cocktail conversations” are 
beginning to revolve around 
one’s aches and pains, senior 
moments, joint replacements, 
back pain and more. It’s as-
sumed that as we age, such 

annoyances are simply a nat-
ural part of the aging process. 
I strongly suggest otherwise.

A healthy lifestyle with 
the right amounts of exer-
cise, sleep, meditation, yoga 
and pending time in nature go 

a long way to preventing what 
most consider to be natural 
signs of aging. 

Eating a plant-based diet, 
with quality sources of protein 
to prevent bone and muscle 
loss is important. Coupled with 
prioritizing movement and ex-
ercise, you can stay  looking 
and feeling your best for years 
to come.

Start your wellness journey 
today. Start making choices 
that reflect a commitment to 
both feeling and looking good. 

Become intentional about the 
food you eat. Does it support 
your wellness? Will this choice 
add to your overall health? 

Start moving. Engage with 
friends and family. Stop and 
smell the roses. You truly can-
become the best version of 
yourself – at any age. 

The writer is a longtime 
resident of Old Town and former 

Executive Director of the
Alexandria Seaport 

Foundation.

Food and health 

FILE PHOTO
Practicing yoga can help prevent signs of aging.

FILE PHOTO
Eat a plant-based diet with quality sources of protein to prevent bone 
and muscle loss.

Top Rated Skilled 
Nursing Care

Providing short-term rehabilitation services for a return home after surgery 
or hospital stay, memory care, long-term care and skilled respite care.

We are proud to be Alexandria’s leading skilled 
nursing facility with a 50-year tradition of excellence!

Renovations 
Underway!

2020

Stroke Recovery

Ventilator Care

Cardiopulmonary Care

Wound Care

Chronic Kidney 
Disease Management 

Palliative & Hospice Services

Urgent Skilled Nursing for 
Emergency Skilled Respite Care

Woodbine Specialty Programs 

2729 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302 
703.836.8838 WoodbineRehab.com � �
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BY PREET MANUKONDA 

The cast and crew of St. Ste-
phen’s and St. Agnes School’s 
production of “Mamma Mia!” 
danced and jived, but most 
importantly they told a tale 
of true love, self-discovery 
and empowerment. The au-
dience heartily applauded for 
the music and talent displayed  
on stage. 

Based on songs recorded 
by renowned Swedish pop 
band ABBA, “Mamma Mia!” 
tells the story of Sophie Sher-
idan, an optimistic and lively 
young girl who’s about to get 
married. Before she says “I Do, 
I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do” though, 
Sophie wishes to have her fa-
ther walk her down the aisle. 
Simple enough, right? In this 
island love story, not so much. 
Because not only does Sophie 
not know who her father is, 
but her headstrong mother re-
fuses to tell her. Cue the drama 
as Sophie secretly invites three 
of her mother’s ex-lovers to 
her wedding anyway, in hopes 
of finding her true father. Af-
ter all, what's the worst that  
could happen? 

In the case of this produc-
tion, the various shenanigans, 
heightened emotions and 
heartfelt dialogues of Mamma 
Mia! were conveyed admira-
bly by St. Stephen’s and St. Ag-
nes School. With sets that took 
inspiration from classic Greek 

architecture and high-energy 
ensemble pieces, each scene 
transported the audience to 
the islands of Greece and had 
them saying “Mamma Mia!” all 
night long.  

This production wouldn't 
be complete without the recur-
ring themes of love, especially 
between mother and daughter. 
Charlotte Nichols and Amber 
Dunton who played Sophie and 
Donna, respectively perfectly 
conveyed the relationship. As 
Sophie, Nichols accomplished 
the tough feat of going from 
an excited soon-to-be bride 
to a more mellow, mature 
woman. Dunton brought Don-
na’s slightly pessimistic but 
good-natured personality to 
every scene. Dunton’s power-
ful vocals asserted Donna’s po-
sition as a strong-willed mom. 
Despite their differences as 
characters, Nichols’ dazzling 
vibrato, and Dalton's powerful 
belting meshed wonderfully, 
creating stunning harmonies 
and making for emotional bal-
lads like “Slipping Through  
My Fingers.”

Alongside resident danc-
ing queen Donna stood 
her  two best  f r iends: 
Rosie (Emma Lacy) and 
Tanya (Bailey Edwards).  
As two-thirds of the Dynamos, 
the duo entranced the audi-
ence with their hilarious antics 
and banter, while also convinc-
ingly portraying middle-aged 

women looking for their ver-
sion of happiness. Dynamos 
aside, the spirited ensemble 
brought the final touches to the 
pre-wedding, party-like atmo-
sphere in “Voulez-Vous” and 
the titular song, “Mamma Mia.” 
Each actor brought evident en-
ergy to every dance, demon-
strating a clear mastery of  
the choreography. 

Greece’s architecture is 
one-of-a-kind, but it’s no sur-
prise that the crew at SSSAS 
managed to replicate the cob-
blestone streets, regal build-
ings, and homey atmosphere 
of Donna and Sophie’s home 
perfectly. From small details 
like string lights, flowers and a 
boardwalk to larger details like 
a multi-leveled set and mov-
ing buildings, the set trans-
ported the audience right into 
Greece. Designed by Emma 
Lacy, Emmie Vajda, and Gabri-
ella Miller Milow, the choreog-
raphy complimented the mood 
of every song. Little swaying 
movements and large dance 
numbers enhanced every party 
scene.

Telling the story of Sophie 
and Donna Sheridan, the SS-
SAS cast and crew took on a 
very difficult task performing 
Mamma Mia!, but it was one 
that they managed to turn into 
an exceptional show.

The writer is a student at  
Westfield High School.

‘Mamma Mia!’ a hit at SSSAS
 PHOTO/JAMESON BLOOM

Students from SSSAS wowed the crowd in their production of ‘Mamma Mia!’

Visit our website alextimes.com

Have you subscribed to our E-Edition yet?  
Receive your news a day early!

Subscribe Now

about the position...
Interested in construction and/or an electrician? Apprentices earn a 

paycheck and full benefits while learning the trade firsthand.

for more details, contact...
powerdesigninc.us/careers or email careers@powerdesigninc.us

AlexandriaTimes

follow us on facebook
Founded in 2005. We're your local newspaper.

AT

703.739.0120                  timesdesign@alextimes.com

We offer ad design, multi-
tiered branding kits and 
pagination work. 

Contact us today!
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The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not 
reflect the views, nor receive the endorsement, of the Alexandria Times. 

PHOTO/LUCIE HOLLAND   
A devastating fire caused extensive damage 
at 216 S. Fairfax St.

Your Views

Our View

In his column last week, “No one pays a tax rate,” Bill Rossello pointed 
out that a level tax rate does not equate to a level tax bill. This is because 
the tax rate is applied to property values, which rose by more than 4% in 
Alexandria last year. 

In his letter this week, Kenneth Wolfe instructs that Alexandria’s prop-
erty tax rate has increased by 36% from $.815 at its low point in the FY2007 
budget to $1.11 – and potentially $1.12 if City Council uses the maximum 
possible rate it approved last week.

In another letter this week, Jimm Roberts ties Alexandria’s overall high 
cost of living to a spike in housing costs that’s correlated with the city’s 
densification in recent years.

The news for Alexandria’s taxpayers is actually worse than any of these 
writers indicate. That 36% increase in the property tax rate is coupled with 
a 29% increase in assessed property value, which combined – wait for it – 
have led to a 76% increase in the average residential property tax bill in Al-
exandria between FY2007 and FY2024. 

The math behind this is straightforward.
According to a city document dated April 24, 2006 titled “[Archived] City 

Council Adopts FY2007 Operating Budget with a 10-cent Cut in the Real Es-
tate Tax Rate – Revision”: The average residential property in Alexandria was 
valued at $527,000. When the now quaint-sounding FY2007 tax rate of $.815 
was applied, that resulted in an average tax bill of $4,295.05 in Alexandria.

While the City of Alexandria has published at least three documents 
showing different residential property assessment values so far this year, 
using the number $679,914 found in one of them results in an average resi-
dential property tax bill of $7,546.89 when the $1.11 rate is applied. 

That’s an increase of $3,251.84 in the average tax bill – an increase of 
76% – in 17 years. 

Discerning readers have probably already noted that there’s seldom a 
tax increase of this magnitude without a corresponding spending hike of 
similar heft – and those readers would be correct. The city’s annual operat-
ing budget has increased by almost 79% in the past 17 years.

Again, for those who want to do the math, the city’s operating budget 
was $493,700,000 in FY2007 and is proposed at $881,132,896 in FY2024 – 
an increase of $387,432,896. Whew!

Readers might be wondering how the tax rate could have been so low 
in FY2007? It’s because City Council, worried about the tax burden on resi-
dents, lowered the rate by fully 10 cents from FY2006 to FY2007! 

Here’s what then Mayor Bill Euille said about that budget:
“I believe Council acted responsibly in adopting this new budget. We 

listened to our residents and business owners, and carefully weighed the 
costs to continue the level of services provided to our community.”

There’s much to parse in the former mayor’s statement.
If that council acted responsibly in trying to manage residents’ tax bur-

dens, what does that say about our current council? If that council listened 
to residents and business owners, what does that say about our current 
leadership’s listening skills? If the level of services to our community were 
able to be maintained at a much lower level of taxation, what does that say 
about our current spending levels and priorities?

Finally, when’s the last time an Alexandria elected official tried to keep 
the tax burden at a manageable level? Former Mayor Allison Silberberg cer-
tainly argued for a slower rate of tax increase. But our last elected officials 
to push repeatedly for actual cuts in spending were former Councilor Frank 
Fannon and former Vice Mayor Bill Cleveland, who left office in 2012 and 
2003, respectively.

The bottom line is the bottom line: When the level of taxation rises 
more than twice as much as the value of what’s being taxed, something is 
terribly wrong. 

Something’s wrong here

The taxpayer loses in Alexandria
To the editor:

The mayor and City Council seem to 
be patting themselves on the back for a 
property tax rate of $1.11 per $100 of as-
sessed value, while assessments of houses 
and condos continue to skyrocket. The 
bottom line is all homeowners are go-
ing to pay higher property taxes yet again 
this year, not to mention sneaky rising 
utility fees for the same level of services.

As a resident in his 40s who has been 
a homeowner in Alexandria since the late 
1990s, I remember when mayors and city 
councilors used to argue that the property 
tax rate should go up when assessments 
go down – and should go down when as-
sessments go up. That’s how many of us 
in our 20s and 30s were able to afford to 
own and live here without being wealthy. 
Taxes were stable in real dollars.

We don’t seem to hear that last part 

anymore. But in 2007, the property tax 
rate in Alexandria was $0.815 per $100 of 
assessed value. You read that right – 81.5 
cents compared to today’s $1.11. Do the 
math with your assessment. It is an enor-
mous difference – a 36% increase in the 
property tax rate.

If assessments continue to increase 
as they have, why isn’t the mayor or the 
city council — or our new city manager — 
talking about a decrease in the property 
tax rate? Shouldn’t we be moving closer 
to the 81.5 cent rate now that assessments 
are through the roof?

As usual with the current mayor and 
council, it’s heads they win and tails you 
lose. The taxpayer always loses in Alexan-
dria under this regime while city spend-
ing just keeps going up and up and up.

-Kenneth J. Wolfe,
Alexandria

Opinion
Photo of the Week

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.” 
              - Thomas Jefferson
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To the editor:
Get ready for a more costly 

city with more and taller 
structures, less open space, 
more people, their cars and 
youngsters and more schools 
in which to educate them. 
This result is attributable to a 
years-long effort by affordable 
housing advocates. The future 
they plan for you, whether or 
not you want it, was on full 
display at their day-long cele-
bration on Tuesday, hosted by 
the City of Alexandria.

The contretemps in next 
door Arlington, inexplicably 
described as the “Missing Mid-
dle,” is a precursor to what’s in 
store for Alexandria. What its 
advocates declare missing is 
affordable housing to accom-
modate the many purportedly 
clamoring for it. The Missing 
Middle therefore means Ar-
lington wants more accom-
modations which, perforce, 
will make it ever more dense- 
ly populated.

What’s also missing is 
common sense.

Cramming more structures 
to house more people into the 
defined space called Arlington 
or Alexandria is not going to 
make housing costs more af-
fordable. These costs, whether 
for building materials, sites on 
which to build or for the re-
sulting rents, are determined 
by market forces, i. e., supply 
and demand.

Here’s what these two 
forces foretell for the cham-
pions of equity, inclusion 
and whatever else is agitat-
ing them to make Arlington 
and Alexandria more densely 
populated: More population 
density makes Alexandria and 
Arlington more costly.

To attain this epiphany, 
there is a simple process 
that anyone now residing 
in either city, or in any met-
ropolitan city for that mat-
ter, can utilize. You don’t 

need to read an academic 
study replete with foot-
notes and convoluted syn- 
tax to acquire it.

All you need is a measure 
of curiosity, a vehicle and a 
free day. Just jump into your 
EV – the very one whose bat-
teries are filled with com-
ponents made by China and 
electricity made by fossil fu-
els – and drive at least an hour 
away from your current domi-
cile, the further the better.

And here’s what you’ll 
find: Apart from fewer peo-
ple, less congestion and more 
greenery, you’ll also find less 
costly food, fuel and hous-
ing. Briefly stated, the smaller 
the city, the fewer the resi-
dents, the less costly it is, a 
simple fact likely not on any 
chart at the affordable hous-
ing love-in. Nor will there be 
one showing more people 
trigger the need for more city 
services, school rooms and 
teachers.

Perhaps the tradeoff sh-
ould be more entry-level 
housing in exchange for a 
population limit. It’s not as 
if either city lacks the tools. 
They have zoning restrictions 
galore stipulating how many 
people can occupy buildings, 
even rooms within build-
ings. They can just as eas-
ily craft one to mandate how 
many people can reside in  
either city.

Without a limit, the fu-
ture of Alexandria and of our 
neighbor Arlington will be 
something akin to Manhat-
tan, an expensive city with 
lots of people crammed into 
a defined space, the surface 
of which is mostly concrete. 
Should this happen, then for-
ever lost will be the charm 
that attracted people to reside 
in Alexandria and Arlington 
in the first place.

-Jimm Roberts,
Alexandria

Your Views

How about a  
population cap? Are they a good egg?

BY ROB WHITTLE

On 8-8-08 I was in a meeting with my big-
gest client, who had imported two “profes-
sional cost cutters” from General Motors. They 
boasted that they had cut tens of 
millions of “waste” from GM’s ven-
dors and gave me to understand that 
I had no chance against their beady-
eyed expertise in reducing a ven-
dor’s profits to dog poop.

My secretary called me out of the 
meeting to tell me that my wife was 
on the phone and it was urgent. Our 
daughter had gone into labor and I’d 
better exit the meeting. I returned to 
the conference room and, beaming, 
informed my new best friends that they could 
take their expertise and put it where the sun 
don’t shine. I was going to be a grandad!

Jane was born that night looking, as most in-
fants do, like Winston Churchill after a particu-
larly gaseous dinner.

Grandparents the world over understand their 
job. Be the good cop, the one who spoils, teach the 
children a thing or two from your geezer perspec-
tive – and then go home. Leave the real work to 
the parents. I wasn’t ready to be called grandad, 
so I became Robbie and my wife, who proclaimed 
she was born for this role, went with Nana.

There’s no manual on how to be a good 
grandparent. We make it up as we go along, 
right? For example, I figured I better try to get 
Jane’s brain whirring when she was a toddler so 
I invented two games: “Halt!” and “The Cane 
Game.” The former took advantage of a tod-
dler’s perpetual motion. Jane would run around 
the dining room table until she reached my 
chair whereupon I would stick out my arm and, 
in my best military voice, shout, “Halt!”

I would then ask a question such as, “What’s 
the name of my brother?” Only when she an-
swered correctly was she permitted to trundle 
around for another lap. “The Cane Game” in-
volved creative uses of a walking cane. We’d 
pass the cane back and forth, inventing uses 
for it. Turned upside down, the cane became 
a hobby horse. A cane upside down with your 
foot in it was a stirrup. Hey, feel free to use these 
games, no charge.

Jane has an anxious side to her that once 
manifested itself in her dividing DVDs of mov-
ies into two piles: “scary” and “not scary.” 
Well-known “Exorcist”-type movies such as 
“Cinderella” and “Clue” resided in the scary pile. 

Jane is also my running mate at our river 

house. A couple of years ago, I took Jane, her 
mom, her friend and her daughter on a boat ride. 
The boat broke down about a half-mile offshore 
in ten feet of water. I took a tow line, jumped 
in the water and proceeded to urge the boat to 

shore. No one was in danger, but I kept 
an anxious eye on Jane, who, to my re-
lief, was chatting and laughing with 
her buddy.

That was the beginning of her long 
hiatus on boat riding. She explained 
that laughing and chatting was how 
she dealt with stress. Happily, she’s 
back on board now. For years, we have 
performed perimeter checks of our 
property and that of our neighbors 
each morning we’re in situ. We report 

in a SitRep our findings to mostly disinterested 
family members, though they feign keen atten-
tion, things such as “The light on the neighbor’s 
porch was left on overnight.”

A grandparent dreams – and frets – about 
what kind of person their little darling will be-
come. Will she be a great athlete? A scholar? 
Win the Nobel Prize? And it’s just about the 
best thing ever to watch their personalities, 
strengths and, yes, weaknesses grow. 

Jane, for example, is a coordinated girl. But 
I figured she wasn’t going out for Team USA 
Soccer after observing her on the pitch as she 
trotted along contentedly chatting and laugh-
ing alongside an opposing player, occasion-
ally lapsing into a faux slow motion movement 
while paying little attention to the action. She 
still plays sports, but her real interests lie in 
singing and musical theater.

One of the joys of my life is giving her birth-
day and Christmas present tickets to musicals 
– one for her and one for me. We’ve seen “Hair-
spray,” “Mean Girls,” “Dear Evan Hanson,” “My 
Fair Lady” and more. Jane can sing every single 
lyric to “Hamilton,” including the French parts of 
Lafayette. Her passion is acting in school plays.

To fellow and future grandparents, I contend 
that achievements in athletics, academics, so-
cial graces and the arts are important – but not 
the crux of the matter. What’s more important 
is: Are they a good egg? And did you do your 
part to help them become so? Simple, right?

The one boast I’ll make is that Jane is a good 
egg.

The writer is CEO of Williams 
Whittle Advertising and is the author of 

two historical novels, “Pointer’s War” 
and “Pointer and the Russian.”

Poor Robert's Ruminations 
with Rob Whittle

ROB
WHITTLE
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BY ANDREW MCELWAIN

For nearly a century, thou-
sands of people of every age, 
ability and background have 
participated in “America’s pas-
time” at Alexandria’s Eugene 
Simpson Stadium. In 1926, the 
city transformed the site of a 
publicly funded poorhouse, 
known as the Alexandria 
Almshouse, into a sports field. 
Countless games of baseball 
have been played there ever 
since. But one game in partic-
ular, a match between the Ra-
cine Belles and the Fort Wayne 
Daisies in the spring of 1951 
stands out from the rest.

The Belles and the Dai-
sies were both members of 
the All-American Girls Pro-
fessional Baseball League that 
later inspired the movie and TV 
series “A League of Their Own.” 
It remains the first and only 
professional baseball league 
for women in the United States. 

The league was founded in 
1943 by several baseball team 
executives, including chew-
ing gum magnate and Chicago 
Cubs owner Philip K. Wrig-
ley, who were trying to solve a 
problem that many other busi-
nesses were facing at that time: 
a lack of manpower. Just as 
factories were facing huge la-
bor shortages due to the large 
number of men drafted to fight 
in World War II, minor league 

baseball teams were struggling 
to fill out their rosters.

There were even fears that 
Major League Baseball teams 
might not be able to field 
enough players. The eventual 
solution for both industries 
was the same. Factory owners 
hired women to work on their 
assembly lines and the team 
owners hired women to play 
in their stadiums. Unlike their 
male counterparts, women in 
the league were required to at-
tend charm school and to wear 
makeup and skirts on the field.

At its peak, 10 teams com-
peted in the AAGPBL, though 
that number fluctuated over 
its existence. All of the teams 
were located in the Mid-
west and several of them 
changed cities during their 
tenure, including the two that  
visited Alexandria.

The Belles were one of 
the league’s original teams 
founded in 1943 in Racine, 
Wisconsin, but ended up mov-
ing to Michigan in 1951 to play 
their last three seasons. The 
Fort Wayne Daisies started 
out life as the Minneapolis 
Millerettes in 1944 but moved 
to Indiana the following year 
where they stayed until the 
league dissolved.

The league folded in 1954, 
as declining attendance, poor 
finances and the advent of 
televised MLB games proved 

too much to overcome. Even 
though it only lasted a decade, 
the AAGPBL was a big first step 
toward a more inclusive sports 
landscape. While there are no 
professional women’s baseball 
leagues today, leagues in other 
sports like basketball and soc-
cer continue the legacy of 
those pioneering women.

So why did these two teams 
play in Alexandria? Just like 
major league teams today, the 
teams of the AAGPBL sought 
warmer climates for their 
spring training before the reg-
ular season started. While 
Northern Virginia is not as 
tropical as some of their other 
spring training locations like 

Opa-locka, Florida or Havana, 
Cuba, it was probably down-
right balmy compared to their 
home cities.

Traveling to central hubs 
like Alexandria also served 
as a way to get publicity for 
the league and recruit play-
ers. Though the score of the 
spring training game remains 
hidden in history, some of the 
action was captured in a Uni-
versal Newsreel and provides 
a glimpse into the history of 
Simpson Park and women’s 
baseball in Alexandria.

Out of the Attic is 
provided by The Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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Weekly Poll

‘A League of Their Own’ in Alexandria

Take the poll at alextimes.comLast Week  
Do you think there should be set-
aside funding from tax revenues  
for open space in Alexandria?
60% Yes, we are rapidly losing our open spaces.

20% No, other things are more important.

15% You mean parks? 

5% I’m not sure.

This Week  

Are you happy with Alexandria’s 
property tax rate, which has risen 
36% since fiscal year 2007?
A) Yes, it’s needed to fund city priorities.

B) No, that’s an outrageous increase.

C) I’m not sure.

D) I owe property taxes?

 PHOTO/UNIVERSAL NEWSREEL COLLECTION/NATION ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
Patricia Scott of the Fort Wayne Daisies at Alexandria Municipal 
Stadium, now Eugene Simpson Stadium. 
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Weekly Words

CRACKING OPEN A BOOK by Guilherme Gilioli, edited by Jeff Chen

DEATH NOTICES

ACROSS
1 Radius's place
4 "Here, There ___ Everywhere" 

(hit by the Beatles)
7 Outdoor barbecue area
12 Has lunch or brunch
16 Half-moon tide
18 Chose sides
21 Persona non ___
23 Health form request
25 Intensify, in slang
26 Ancient Mexican native
27 What cartoon  

characters rarely do
28 Pugilist Laila
29	 Adjusts	to	fit
30 Park it
32 Follower of upsilon
34 WSJ heads
36 Evening, for short
37 Doctor's stereotypical trait
45 Fashion icon Christian
46 Manicure target
47 Only zodiac sign that  

fits	into	the	alloted	space
48 Ball of cotton
49 Space between two teeth
51 Royal Norwegian name
52 Car with a cache of cash
56 Approach evening
58 Tinder blurb
59 Studio construction

60 Sugar bowl invaders
61 Prof.'s place
62 Drag to court
65 Billboard chart entry
68 Camera lens setting
71 Many a "Shark Tank" investor
77 Alert
78 "Off you go!"
79 Advanced degree in math
80 Half of "Mamma Mia"?
82 Camaro muscle car
85 Neon or helium
87 "Mayday!"
89 Hardly suitable
91 One hiking up for a  

run in the mountains?
98 New York canal
99 Marseille Mrs.
100 Filmmaker DuVernay
101 Congressional approval
102 Piece for a diva
103 "If I ___ you ..."
104 Line on some toy boxes
109 Companion of the radius
110 Doc. requiring secrecy from  

a reality show contestant
111 Approves
112 "Absolutely!"
113 Depends (on)
115 "Family Feud" channel
117 Actress Lucy who voiced  

a part in "Kung Fu Panda"
120	 Art	classification

124 Job at a lineup
125 Fresh news ... and another 

possible title for this puzzle
129 Giant leader?
130	 The	majority	of	country	flags,	

shape-wise
131 Sound after "just like that"
132 Legendary Loch
133 Adjust a chronometer
134 Tibetan beast
135 Singer Winehouse
DOWN
1 A, as in A.D.
2 Short video on Insta
3 Polite address
4 @ signs
5 Negating word
6 Nickelodeon explorer
7 Socially conscious TV spot
8 Got to
9 End of a kite
10 Not hidden
11 Neruda wrote one to the atom
12 "Zooks!"
13 Italian fashion name
14 Touching gently
15 Germany city mentioned  

in "The Book Thief"
17 Keep intact
19 Beer barrel
20 A, in Hebrew
22 Abbey area

24 Vaper's buy, for short
29 Like part of Russia
31 Grammy-winner Turner
33	 Fit	as	a	fiddle
35 Holmes' assistant
37 Role models
38 Flowering, aromatic shrubs
39 Can't stand
40 Snickers, e.g.
41 Swing supporter?
42 Plaza Hotel girl
43 "i" and "j" toppers
44 End zone scores, for short
50 Six, for 44-Down
53 Hotel inventory
54	 Banking	adjustment,	briefly
55 Big ___ (nickname  

for a Red Sox legend)
57 Warning letters  

on an email forward
63 Thurman of "Imposters"
64 Wrestler's protection
66 Medical research org.
67 Lip cover
69 Explosive stuff (Abbr.)
70 Most populous  

Hawaiian island
72 Be short of
73 School head
74 Check out
75 Stood on hind legs
76 Roman or Ottoman
81 Noble horse

82 Company nicknamed  
"Big Blue"

83 Had a gabfest
84 Marine animals and plants
86	 Affliction	of	the	eyelid
88 Apple's virtual assistant
90 Targets of some software ads
92 Nyan ___ (animated meme)
93 Kitchen hot spots
94 Echo
95 Tug
96 A, as in Austria?
97 Edgy, perhaps
105	 Defiles
106 "That's so true"
107 K.T. who sang "Hold Me"
108 Bricks used to make  

castles and forts
109 "Trinity" author Leon
114 ___ over easy
116 Short moments, for short
118	 Suffix	for	a	verb
119 Like a storied duckling
121 One of Columbus' three ships
122 Paper measure
123 Get a look at
125 "I'm freezing here!"
126 Krazy ___
127 "I'm not shore ...  

let's ___" (pun combo)
128 Impatient sound
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RACHELLE BENNETT (89), of Alexandria, March 5, 2023

LARRY FULK (88), of Alexandria, March 7, 2023

PATRICIA GINSBURG (80), of Alexandria, March 5, 2023

CYNTHIA PEARSON (71), of Alexandria, March 11, 2023

BENECIO DE PAOLIS-QUISPE (23), of Alexandria,  

March 8, 2023

VAUGHN VERVERS (54), of Alexandria, March 19, 2023
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Classifieds
LEGAL NOTICE

Board of Architectural Review 
LEGAL NOTICE OF  

A PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held 
by the Board of Architectural 
Review on Tuesday, April 4, 2023 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall Council Chamber, room 2400, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
on the following applications:

BAR #2023-00090 OHAD 
Request for signage at  
220 S Union Street 
Applicant: Hotel Indigo 

BAR #2023-00107 PG
Request for alterations and 
addition at 215 N Payne Street
Applicant: Harold Smith

BAR #2023-00111 PG
Request partial demolition/
encapsulation at 215 N Payne Street
Applicant: Harold Smith

BAR #2023-00108 OHAD
Request for signage at  
706 King Street
Applicant: Bloomers LLC, Nicole 
White

BAR #2023-00109 OHAD
Request for signage at 625 First 
Street and 510 Second Street
Applicant: EAGH Alexandria LP

Old and Historic Alexandria 
District (OHAD); Parker – Gray 
District (PG) 

Public comments will be received 
at the Public Hearing. The public 
may submit comments in advance 
to Lanning Blaser at lanning.
blaser@alexandriava.gov or make 
public comments on the day of the 
Public Hearing.

For reasonable disability 
accommodation, contact 
Alicia Chase at alicia.chase@
alexandriava.gov or 703.746.3810, 
Virginia Relay 711.

For further information, call 
the Department of Planning & 
Zoning at 703.746.4666 or visit 

LEGAL NOTICE

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall 
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other 
restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/30/23. Each dealership is inde-
pendently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those 
customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2023 BCI Acrylic, Inc.(844) 945-1631CALL 

NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 3.30.2023

$1000 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

AND

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

alexandriava.gov/dockets

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 

City of Alexandria (VMRC #23-
0307) is requesting a permit
from the Virginia Marine  

Resources Commission to repair 
and stabilize approximately 220 

linear feet of storm-damaged 
retaining wall supporting the 

Holmes Run Park Trail along the 
southern bank of Holmes Run 

and within the Holmes Run Park 
north of Holmes Run Parkway 

and east of Van Dorn Street  
in the City of Alexandria.

You may provide comments on this 
application (VMRC #2023-0307) at
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/
public/habitat/comments/ 

We will accept comments by the
USPS provided they are received 
within l5 days of this notice to: 
Marine Resources
Commission, Habitat Management 
Division, 380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 
96, Hampton, VA 23651.

POTOMAC WINDOW CLEANING
Residential window cleaning 
inside and out. Serving the local 
area for 35 years. Family owned 
and operated. (703) 356-4459. 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured. The 
Montgomery family thanks you 

for your interest.
.

CHEVY CHASE FLOOR
WAXING SERVICE

Wood floor polishing, buffing, 
waxing, old floor specialists
Servicing local area 30 years
Licensed, bonded & insured
(301) 656-1810
We do not repair damaged floors

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in other 
states. Affordable Print and 
Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  
landonc@vpa.net

DOGS, PET CARE
Happy Jack® Liquivict2x® is 
recognized safe & effective 
against hook & round worms 
in dogs by US CVM. Double 
strength. 3 year stability. At 
Tractor Supply®.

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium 
Assured Heifer/Cow Sale. March 
25th, 2023, 12:00 noon. G&E Test 
Center Gretna, VA. Call George 
Winn at 434-489-4458.
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Classifieds
Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires March 31, 2023. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 3.31.23

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-591-9950

PLUS $1600 OFF

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Now Offering Financing! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Windows, Siding, Roofing 
and Gutters!  FREE Estimates! Call 
804-739-8207 for More Details! 
American Made Products!

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
– steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams for 
as little as $149/month! BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. 
Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military 
Discounts Available. Limited Time 
Offer - FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and SAVE 15%! 
Call Today! 1-844-945-1631

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

CONTACT: Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?
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When I moved to Alexandria, I knew three people. Now, 33 years later, as I have become increasingly involved in the community, I have 
experienced what really makes Alexandria so special...the people, the variety of activities, and the organizations that help so many.

In 2022, it was wonderful to spend time around town again reconnecting with like-minded individuals and supporting philanthropic 
and cultural efforts throughout Alexandria. Between giving back, volunteering time in person, participating in events both large and 
small, and my rewarding real estate business, 2022 was a year to remember. I hope to see you around town more this year!

LISA GROOVER, REALTOR® | $10+ Million in 2022
NVAR Platinum Top Producer  | Licensed in VA
m 703.919.4426 | LGroover@McEnearney.com | LisaGroover.com

109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com | Equal Housing Opportunity

A R O U N D  T O W N  W I T H

Lisa Groover


