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Ireton girls take
state hoops title

VISAA championship
marks first in

school history

BY RYAN HOPPER

Bishop Ireton girls’ bas-
ketball team won its first state
championship in school his-
tory, prevailing 56-52 over ri-
val St. Paul VI at Benedictine
College Prep in Richmond on
March 2 in the Virginia In-
dependent Schools Athletic
Association championship.

While the Ireton Cardinals
also compete in the Washing-

ton Catholic Athletic Con-
ference, in Virginia, private
schools play in the VISAA
for state playoffs. Tradition-
ally, the Paul VI Panthers have
dominated both the boys’ and
girls’ VISAA Division I brack-
ets, and the Paul VI girls went
into the championship game
seeking an astonishing 17th
consecutive state title.

Ireton, looking to avenge
its loss at Paul VI in February,
and the Panthers seemed to
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The Bishop Ireton girls’ basketball team that won the Virginia Independent Schools Athletic Association

championship on March 2.

City cracks down
on swatting

New measure brings
financial penalties for
false emergency calls
BY WAFIR SALIH

A new ordinance has been
adopted in Alexandria to
combat the dangerous prac-
tice of swatting, where in-
dividuals falsely report
emergencies to elicit a large-
scale police response.

The ordinance was passed
by the City Council on Febru-
ary 13. In an interview with
the Times, Mayor Justin Wil-
son said the new measures

Vibrant Senior Living in All Seasons

would give the city the abil-
ity to recoup costs from those
found guilty of swatting.

“When someone is con-
victed of the anti-swatting
code section then we can go
after them civilly and recoup
the costs of the response up to
amax of $2,500,” Wilson said.

Wilson said the dangers of
swatting extend beyond mon-
etary losses.

“It’s beyond a financial is-
sue. [Swatting] is the type of
thing that could cost lives,"
Wilson said.

Alexandria Police De-

RAUL
PEDROSO

partment Interim Chief Raul
Pedroso emphasized how
dangerous swatting can be
for law enforcement and the
community at large.

“You’re bringing police
officers into a situation that
they’re not really needed with
the mindset and approach

SEE SWATTING | 4

Call 1-800-746-1459 or visit RetirementVirginia.com.

Controversial
SUP denied

Council sends 404A
East Alexandria Ave. lot
back to drawing board
BY CAITLYN MEISNER

City Council voted unan-
imously to deny a special use
permit for 404A East Alexan-
dria Ave. at the Tuesday legis-

lative meeting, ending months
of back-and-forth between the
applicant, city and neighbors.
Eric Teran, the applicant
whois an architect and Alexan-
dria resident, said he was dis-
appointed the SUP was denied.

SEE 404A
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Council sets 4-cent tax ceiling for FY235

At Tuesday’s legislative
meeting, City Council voted
unanimously to declare a 4-cent
tax increase ceiling ahead of the
fiscal year 2025 budget process,
which, if enacted, would in-
crease the property tax rate by
3.6%. City Manager Jim Para-
jon had proposed no tax rate
increase in the budget he sub-
mitted to Council, though Para-
jon’s budget proposal included
a 3.5% increase in the overall

tax burden on the average res-
ident due to fee hikes and in-
creased property assessments.
This 4-cent tax rate hike, if ap-
proved, would be in addition to
the 3.5% increase proposed in
Parajon’s budget.

Vice Mayor Amy Jackson
initially proposed a 3-cent in-
crease ceiling on real estate
property, which was seconded
by Councilor John Taylor
Chapman. Councilor Canek

Aguirre proposed a 6- or 7-cent
increase, which was seconded
by Jackson.

Aguirre said an increase in
the rate was important since the
city needs to look for additional
revenue sources and recognized
his proposal was high. Council-
ors cited the budget public hear-
ing on Monday as a reason for
proposing an increase, and en-
gaged in a long discussion.

-cmeisner@alextimes.com

Arena not included in state budget

The Virginia General As-
sembly completed the 2024
session Saturday without lan-
guage or action on the Sports
and Entertainment Authority
that would issue bonds to the
proposed Washington Wizards
and Washington Capitals arena
and entertainment district.

Republican Gov. Glenn
Youngkin’s December 2023
budget proposal included

$500,000 for the Secretary of
Finance to create and develop
“potential economic incentives
to attract sports teams to the
state,” his proposal reads.

Bills to create the authority
were never heard by the Senate
due to opposition by Sen. Louise
Lucas (D), chair of the finance
and appropriations committee.
The House of Delegates passed
the bill on February 13.

But, this does not mean the
arena deal is dead.

Youngkin can send down a
budget amendment to include
the arena proposal, which would
have to wait until the General
Assembly reconvenes on April
17 to finalize the budget. Youn-
gkin could also call a special
session and reintroduce the pro-
posal as a standalone bill.

-cmeisner@alextimes.com

Affordable housing projects to receive $14 million

The City of Alexandria an-
nounced in a news release
that three affordable hous-
ing projects will receive a to-
tal of $14.3 million. The funds
will be dispersed in amounts

of $3.4 million for Commu-
nity Housing Partners’ Wit-
ter Place, $8.1 million for
Phase I of Housing Alexan-
dria’s Sansé and Naja project
and $2.9 million for Housing

Alexandria’s Seminary Road
project. Each project will be
able to build more units to
accommodate those seeking
affordable housing.
-jmatheson@alextimes.com

ALX Republicans name new chairman

The Alexandria Republican
City Committee named Chris
Howell as the new chairman
for the 2024 to 2026 term on
Monday, according to a release
from the committee. Howell,
who previously worked for sev-
eral U.S. senators and the CIA,
ran unopposed after Annetta
Catchings announced she
would not seek a second term.
Howell announced his candi-
dacy in February and hopes to
provide an alternative to and
end “the Democratic Party’s
political monopoly in our city.”

-jmatheson@alextimes.com

PHOTO/LINDA APP

Chair Chris Howell and Vice Chair Broderick Thomas.
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DANA
LAWHORNE

that there’s someone in whose
life is in danger. It’s not a good
situation. Many things can go
wrong in that instance,” Pe-
droso said.

Pedroso emphasized the
department’s commitment to

r

THEFOUR

2

treating each emergency call
with the utmost seriousness.

“From the police depart-
ment standpoint, we’re treat-
ingit asifit’s areal emergency,
unless there’s something spe-
cific that we know would indi-
cate otherwise, we’re going to
respond as if it’s a real danger,”
Pedroso said.

Back-to-back
hoax threats

The ordinance comes in the
wake of two notable swatting
incidents that took place on the
same day earlier this year. On
January 24, both Charles Bar-
rett and Cora Kelly Elementary
Schools received back-to-back
hoax threats.

/
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Pedroso said officers ar-
rived on the scene of Charles
Barrett and quickly determined
the threat was a hoax.

“We responded without de-
lay, we did a quick assessment
and determined that the in-
formation that was being pro-
vided was false,” Pedroso said.

The situation had led to the
Charles Barrett school evacuat-
ing students to the nearby Cora
Kelly Elementary School, only
for the threats to extend there
shortly afterwards. Pedroso
said since officers were already
on the scene, they were able
to determine that the threats
there were false as well.

“We happened to be on-
scene already because once
the school made the decision
to evacuate and relocate the
children, we remained with the
children,” Pedroso said. “We
had police presence through-
out, so when information was
being called regarding [Cora
Kelly], we were on scene and
we were already able to say, ‘It’s
not real.”

Wilson said the swatting
incidents at Charles Barrett
and Cora Kelly were signifi-
cant and echoed how wide-
spread these incidents have
become nationwide.

“The school situation was
fairly high-profile and very
disruptive and traumatic for
those kids and the educators
involved,” Wilson said. “Clearly
these incidents nationally are
getting a lot more attention.”

Swatting on the rise
The National Association
of School Resource Officers, a
training-based organization
for school resource officers
across the country, reported
an average of 30 swatting inci-
dents per week across schools
in the United States in 2023.
NASRO Director of Opera-
tions Mac Hardy said he’s ob-
served an increase in swatting
calls. He also said calls lately
have come in clusters, with
multiple schools in a single
school district getting swat-
ted on the same day, similar to

what happened with Charles
Barrett and Cora Kelly.

“[There’s been] an incred-
ible uptick in calls, a very
large increase in the number
of swatting calls around the
country. What’s weird is they
started now coming in clus-
ters,” Hardy said.

Pedroso said that swatting
calls are less common in Al-
exandria, with APD receiving
about one a month.

Pedroso noted there has
been an increase in recent
years due to perpetrators using
new technology to hide their
traces, but law enforcement
has also adapted.

MAC
HARDY

“With technology, and
the ability to disguise where
you’re calling from, hide your-
self from the authorities and
be able to contact and claim
that there’s some type of inci-
dent, we’ve seen it increase,”
Pedroso said. “As a result, we
adapt also. Our emergency call
takers, our supervisors in the
field, the officers themselves,
we’re more in tune with these
types of incidents.”

Pedroso said there were
around 11 swatting calls per
year from 2021 and 2023. He
said APD has noticed that
these calls have evolved from
hoax bomb threats in 2021 and
2022 to more shooting-based
threats from late 2022 onward.

Former Alexandria Sheriff
Dana Lawhorne said the com-
munity should continue to
back law enforcement as they
confront the rising challenge
of swatting with this growing
phenomenon and highlighted
Pedroso’s efforts to address
these incidents.

“The community needs to

continue its support of those
we entrust to handle these sit-
uations. I do know that Chief
Pedroso has made this a prior-
ity, and he will do what needs
to be done,” Lawhorne said.

Hardy said some callers go
to great lengths to make these
hoax threats believable.

“I listened to a call a cou-
ple of months ago and what
was scary is they had a little bit
of knowledge of the school,”
Hardy said. “They may have
gotten that from online some-
how, but they were saying the
shooter was near room 207.
And they were saying they
were inside of room 208 and
they could hear them out-
side, they could hear scream-
ing and so forth. Calls like that
are concerning.”

Hardy shed light on the
vulnerability of handicapped
students affected by swatting
incidents and the challenges
these students face during
emergency evacuations.

“One segment of our popu-
lation that gets overlooked in
this is handicapped students,”
Hardy said. “These schools
educate and house handi-
capped students, it could be
to the point of being a severe
and profound brain injury. ...
That’s a lot having to move a
student with these types of
situations. On a day like where
I’'m at today, this cool rainy
day, can you imagine having
to get this child outside of a
school building?”

Hardy said even if a swat-
ting incident doesn’t result in
bodily harm, that doesn’t rule
out psychological harm.

“Even if no one gets [physi-
cally] injured, there are unseen
injuries, and that’s trauma,”
Hardy said.

Invisible wounds
Kathryn Ziemer, Ph.D., a
psychologist and clinical di-
rector at Old Town Psychology,
specializes in trauma and so-
cial anxiety and discussed the
lasting fear and trauma that

SEE SWATTING | 6
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Section 1. That Chapter 1, Title 13 of the Code of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981,
as amended, be, and the same hereby is, amended by adding a new Section 13-1-42 to read as
follows:

Sec.13-1-42. Reimbursement of costs from responding to terrorism hoax incidents, bomb threats.
or malicious activations of fire alarms.

(a) A person shall be liable to the City of Alexandria, the Virginia State Police, any volunteer
emergency medical services agency. or any combination thereof for the reasonable
expense of an appropriate emergency response at the time of sentencing or in a separate
civil action if:

(1) That person is convicted of a violation of subsection B or C of Va. Code § 18.2-
46.6. a felony violation of § 18.2-83 or 18.2-84, or a violation of § 18.2-212 or
18.2-461.1,

(2) Their violation of such subsection or section is the proximate cause of any
incident _resulting in_an_appropriate _emergency response by the City of
Alexandria, the Virginia State Police. any volunteer emergency medical services

2 or inatio f

(3) The incident occurred in the City of Alexandria.

(b) Costs

(1) In determining the reasonable expense of an appropriate emergency response. the
City Manager or their designee may bill a flat fee as provided in Va. Code §
15.2-1716.1 or bill a minute-by-minute accounting of the actual costs incurred.

(2) As used in this section. "appropriate emergency response" includes all costs of

providing law-enforcement. firefighting. and emergency medical services.

(3) Unless otherwise provided in Va. Code § 15.2-1716.1. a person’s liability may
not_exceed $2.500 in the aggregate for a particular incident that has occurred
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section.

Section 2. That Chapter 1, Title 13 pursuant to Section 1 of this ordinance, be, and the
same hereby, is reordained as part of the Code of the City of Alexandria.

Section 3. That this ordinance shall become effective upon the date and at the time of its
final passage.

JUSTIN WILSON
Mayor

PHOTO/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

New ordinance allows the city to charge perpetrators up to $2,500 to recoup costs.
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swatting incidents can induce
invictims.

“Swatting can be incredi-
bly traumatic for the victims.

.. They might feel vulnera-
ble, violated, just knowing
that someone deliberately or-
chestrated something like this
that can be so dangerous and
potentially life threatening”
Ziemer said.

Ziemer noted how isolation
can be a sign of trauma in the
aftermath of a swatting event.

“One key sign [of trauma]
is just if the person starts iso-
lating or really withdrawing
from people, including friends
and family. They might also
avoid people, places, any-
thing that really reminds them
of the event of the swatting,”
Ziemer said.

She also said there are on-
line spaces where victims can
share their experiences with
each other to connect and heal.

“I’'ve read multiple Red-
dit threads of people who were
victims of swatting,” Ziemer
said. “There are places for other
people who’ve gone through it
to connect and just know that
they’re not alone.”

Ziemer emphasized that
self-care activities can reduce
the feelings of hypervigilance
often encountered in victims.

“Just doing what they can
to focus on self-care activi-
ties, anything that can also
just bring them that sense
of joy, comfort and relax-
ation,” Ziemer said. “Things
like exercise, meditation, deep
breathing and spending time
in nature [are] ways of help-
ing them reduce that fight-or-
flight hypervigilant reaction.”

Misdemeanor or felony?

In 2023, Virginia Gov.
Glenn Youngkin signed a bill
aimed at increasing the crim-
inal penalties associated with
swatting. Now, swatting in-
cidents resulting in bodily
harm are categorized as class
six felonies, carrying a max-
imum penalty of five years in

KATHRYN
ZIEMER

prison. If the swatting incident
results in death, then it is cate-
gorized as a class five penalty,
with a maximum penalty of 10
years in prison.

A typical swatting call,
however, is classified as a class
one misdemeanor, which car-
ries a maximum penalty of 12
months in jail.

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Bryan Porter said he believes
the typical swatting call should
carry a felony charge instead,
with the possibility of having
the misdemeanor classification
for less serious circumstances.

“I personally do believe
that there ought to be a fel-
ony penalty as a baseline,
and maybe we keep a misde-
meanor in there so that if we
have a 14-year-old or some-
one who really is just engag-
ing in prank behavior, we could
break it down to a less serious
charge.But I don’t think a class
one misdemeanor is a suffi-
cient penalty to deter people
from doing this,” Porter said.

Lawhorne echoed Porter’s
stance on raising the pen-
alty from a misdemeanor to
a felony.

“This is not your typical
prank phone call to the house,
like ‘Hey, is your refrigera-
tor running?’” Lawhorne said.
“When you’re saying it’s a class
one misdemeanor to call and
say there’s an active shooter
at an elementary school and
kids are evacuated and sent to
another school and a tremen-
dous amount of public safety
resources are spent on this,
that’s a misdemeanor? That
alone is a felony in my book.

SEE SWATTING | 8
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Charles Barrett and Cora Kelly Elementary Schools both received

hoax threats on January 24.

SWATTING FROM | 6
If you want to discourage be-
havior, first thing you got to
do is implement serious con-
sequences for it.”

Porter said the anon-
ymous nature of swatting
can make prosecuting these
crimes a challenge.

“It can be very difficult to
investigate these cases and
prosecute them, and that’s a
result of internet anonym-
ity. It’s aresult of the fact that
many of these calls originate
out-of-state,” Porter said.

Porter said a class one

misdemeanor can make it
harder to extradite an out-of-
state defendant.

“Generally, it would be
more difficult to secure ex-
tradition of an out-of-state
suspect for a misdemeanor of-
fense than it would be a felony
offense,” Porter said.

Porter applauded the
move by Council to adopt the
anti-swatting ordinance.

“Anything we can do to
protect the taxpayers and
try to recover costs associ-
ated with a false emergency
response is a good thing,”
Porter said.

Agatha Christie’s

BRYAN
PORTER

Pedroso emphasized the
ordinance’s role as a deterrent
and how it sends a clear mes-
sage to potential offenders.

“I'm a big proponent of
anything that can be done
through legislation to deter
people from conducting this
type of behavior or activity,”
Pedroso said. “[Swatting] is
dangerous, it’s a drain on re-
sources and it’s not some-
thing that we want to let go
or let happen without con-
sequence. ... It’s sending a
message to the people of Al-
exandria that may want to do
something like this: Don’t do
it, because you’re facing not
only criminal penalties, but
now civil penalties as well.”

-wsalih@alextimes.com
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be on a collision course for the
championship game. The for-
mer won its VISAA playoff
games by an average of 31.5
points, and the latter did so by
an average of 26 points.

Cardinals Coach Kesha
Walton wanted to communi-
cate a consistent message to
her team: if they could play
their best game, they could
beat anybody.

“The nights we didn’t play
well, we ended up losing,” Wal-
ton, who was named WCAC
Coach of the Year, said. “We
did not even mention their 16-
year streak. Our main focus
was to make sure we play well
and to make sure we play well
these next three games and to
go through. ... We just talked
about us playing well, being in
the moment, relaxing and hav-
ing fun.”

The game was tight, and
the Panthers led by one at half-
time, but junior Ireton wing
Nyla Brooks would go on a 6-0
solo run midway through the
fourth quarter to give the Car-
dinals a lead they would not
relinquish. Brooks, a Univer-
sity of Tennessee commit, had
a game-high 17 points, while
junior guard Amirah Ander-
son and senior guard Saniyah
King scored 14 apiece to pro-
pel the Cardinals to the historic
state championship.

Walton’s team had to over-
come significant setbacks,
including injury and a mid-sea-
son losing streak, en route to
the title. The team lost two of
its five starters, senior Tanah
Gorman and junior Kayla
Washington, to season-ending
ACL tears before a single pre-
season practice was held.

“Obviously, the success was
very good for us because we
weren’t expecting to be down
two starters,” Walton said. “We
build our [out-of-conference]
schedule around this time, so
I’'m building off what my team
looks like, not taking into con-
sideration all these AAU games
they are playing in, and then

two of them get hurt.”

Locked into its schedule
featuring eight out-of-con-
ference tournaments against
tough competition from all
over the country, Ireton had
to persevere all season, some-
thing Walton believes helped
the battle-tested Cardinals win
the state championship.

“We’ve played probably 10
of the top teams in the coun-
try like Monteverde, Sidwell
and obviously St. John’s,” Wal-
ton said. “We went out to San
Diego, California, this Decem-
ber, we went to New York. So
my main thing was ‘play the
best to be the best,” and in each
one of those games, we showed
up, and it could have went ei-
ther way. ... We played West-
town, who is nationally ranked
in the top 10. We went down
and came all the way back and
lost at the buzzer. ... I think
a lot of those tough games
at the beginning of the sea-
son helped prepare us for our
state championship.”

After its close loss to West-
town on Dec. 2, 2023, Ireton
went on a run of nine straight
victories before losing to La
Jolla Country Day School by
13 in the final of the San Diego
Surf N’ Slam on Dec. 30, 2023.
This loss would begin the only
rough stretch of the Cardinals’
season, as Ireton lost five of six
games as WCAC play began in
the new year.

Ireton would drop its open-
ing conference game 69-66 at
Good Counsel before return-
ing home to rout rival Bishop
O’Connell 69-29. The Car-
dinals’ three straight losses
would come against conference
foe Bishop McNamara, ranked
No. 6 nationally by maxpreps.
com; Monteverde Academy,
ranked No. 9 nationally by
maxpreps.com; and Desert
Vista High School, which nar-
rowly beat Ireton by two points
and would go on to be state
runners-up in Arizona.

Ireton responded to this
losing streak in resounding

SEE BISHOP IRETON | 9
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fashion, dropping only two
games of the remaining 12 in
the regular season. The first
was to nationally ranked Sid-
well Friends by 25, the Cardi-
nals’ only lopsided loss of the
season, and the second was to
Paul VI 60-52 on the road on
February 12.

During this stretch, Ireton
avenged losses to Good Coun-
sel and McNamara, blowing
out the former by 32 and beat-
ing the latter by six at home,
and beat nationally ranked St.
John’s 69-57 on the road. Mc-
Namara’s loss to Ireton was its
first and only conference loss
of the regular season and the
Mustangs were later crowned
as Maryland state champions.
The Cardinals ended the regu-
lar season 20-8 with an impres-
sive 13-3 WCAC record, which
Walton says is another school
record for Ireton.

Entering the WCAC play-
offs as the second seed, the
Cardinals continued their mo-
mentum with a victory over

Elizabeth Seton in the quarter-
finals, but Ireton’s run ended
in the semifinals when it fell
to St. John’s 49-42 in a back-
and-forth contest. While Ire-
ton bested the Cadets by 12 in
its January 26 visit to North-
west D.C., St. John’s would
recover, winning its final 10
games of the season, culmi-
nating in its third-straight
WCAC championship.

“They were pretty disap-

pointed with the outcome of

the St.John’s game, being that
[it] was pretty close,” Walton
said. “It was just a bad night for
us, not to take anything away
from St. John’s. ... After that
game, they were pretty heart-
broken because we knew that
we could play a lot better than
we did, and I think for my kids,
it was their first time being in
that moment.”

Walton gave the team the
following Monday off, but told
them to be ready to get into
the gym Tuesday to “practice
hard to play harder,” one of the
team’s mottoes.

“I told them that in life,

£
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sometimes you get a sec-
ond opportunity, and we got
this opportunity for the state
championship,” Walton said.
“So I need you guys to lock in
for these next two practices,
and let's get ready to take care
of business. They were pretty
receptive to that, and they re-
ally wanted it.”

With six seniors graduating
and moving onto the next level
at places like Howard Univer-
sity, Bucknell University and
the Air Force Academy, Walton
won’t compromise on the high
standards she has upheld in all
her coaching positions.

“The outlook for next year
is a repeat,” Walton said. “Not
just a repeat for state, but a
first-time WCAC champion-
ship as well.”

PHOTO/ROBIN CATALANO
Kesha Walton, Bishop Ireton girls basketball coach, cutting the
net after her team won the Virginia Independent Schools Athletic

-rhopper@utexas.edu

Association championship.

Obituary

Shirley Teaford Urquia, Ed.D.

Shirley Teaford Urquia,
Ed.D., of Alexandria passed
away on Feb. 25, 2024, at the
age of 92 in Richmond. She
was preceded in death by her
parents, John K. Teaford and
Selene Brierly Teaford, her
husband Col. Alfred P. Urquia
and her niece Dana McClain.
She is survived by her sis-
ter Joan Teaford Goree, son
Dr. David C. Urquia (Dorothy
Laite Urquia), daughter Cyn-
thia U. Caravati Lake (Kevin
Allan Lake), granddaugh-
ters Dr. Lindsey Urquia and
Morgan Urquia Poletti (Caio
Poletti), step-granddaugh-
ters Jane Lake and Eliza-
beth Lake, nieces Brigitte de
Cambourg, Francoise Urquia,
Debbie Lyons and nephew
Dr.Ray Lyons.

Born and raised in Union
City, Indiana, Shirley grad-
uated from West Side High
School. She attended Indi-
ana University where she
obtained her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in Edu-
cation and met her future
husband Alfred, who was
commissioned into the Air

Force in 1952. Shirley taught
at elementary schools wher-
ever Al was stationed includ-
ing Montgomery, Alabama;
Tokyo, Japan; Honolulu, Ha-
waii and Wiesbaden, Ger-
many. After tours of duty
were over, they settled in Al-
exandria where Shirley ob-
tained her doctorate degree
in elementary education at
George Washington Uni-
versity. She spent her career
in education as a teacher at
Mount Vernon and Ram-
sey Elementary Schools, as-
sistant principal at James
K. Polk and Stonewall Jack-

son Elementary Schools,
principal at George Mason
Elementary, assistant super-
intendent of schools and in-
terim superintendent for the
City of Alexandria.

Shirley was an avid
reader, loved to garden, col-
lected antiques and was a
talented cook. She enjoyed
these activities after retir-
ing. She moved to Rich-
mond in 2021 to be closer to
her children.

Family and friends are
invited to gather for a vis-
itation at Everly-Wheat-
ley Funeral Home at 1500
W. Braddock Road in Alex-
andria on March 19 from 9
to 11 a.m. followed by a me-
morial service in the chapel
at 11 a.m. Shirley will be in-
terred next to her husband,
Alfred, at Arlington National
Cemetery at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the
family welcomes dona-
tions to the Campagna
Center’s “Wright to Read”
program. Visit their website at
campagnacenter.org for do-
nation information.
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Potomac Classical reads outside

PHOTb/ALLISON MORGAN
Fifth graders enjoying the weather and Daulaire's Book of Greek Myths during literature class.

SSSAS’ “The Sound of Music’

PHOTO/JAMESON BLOOM
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes Upper School “Stage One Players” presented four shows of the “The
Sound of Music” in early March. The performances showcased the talent, hard work and enthusiasm
of 86 actors, musicians and crew members.
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Morgan Lloyd of Alexandria winning his category in the Washington,

D.C. wrestling contest.

Local boy wins
dual competitions

Morgan Lloyd of Alexandria,
a sophomore at St. Anselm’s
Abbey School in Washington,
D.C.,won both the school’s Po-
etry Out Loud contest and his

category in the D.C. State Wres-
tling contest last month. Lloyd
will move on in both competi-
tions, to the state and national
levels, respectively.

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

Piano, guitar, voice,
strings, and woodwinds
lessons for all ages from

5 to 95 and levels!

Highest quality private
lessons taught by creative
and engaging faculty.

571.970.2615
opalmusicstudio.com

P

ST

BFCDS collects clothes for children

Students and alumni
at Burgundy Farm
Country Day School
have been collecting
clothes for The Fund
for Alexandria's Child.

PHOTO/AMBER LOPEZ
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‘We the People’ team wins at state finals

Alexandria City High
School’s “We the People”
team won Best Unit Four at
the Virginia state finals. The
award-winning students from
the local team include William
Gomez, Thomas Lane, Briana
Mason, Francess Pombor and
Camille Revah Tacher.

“We the People: The Cit-
izen and the Constitution” is
an educational program de-
veloped by the Center for
Civic Education to promote
civic competence and respon-
sibility among the nation’s

students. The national com-
petition will take place April

13 and 14 in Leesburg and
Washington, D.C.

PHOTO/ACPS

Alexandria City High School students celebrating their achievement

at the state finals.

Saint Rita’s student wi

Mariam Church, a seventh
grade student at Saint Rita
Catholic School, won the in-
augural George Washington
Legacy Foundation Essay con-
test. She received a $500 cash
prize and was a guest at the
breakfast for city officials on
President’s Day. Church was
also able to ride in the George
Washington Birthday Parade
in February.

ns €ssay contest

PHOTO/MALIA BUSEKRUS

Mariam Church during the George Washington Birthday Parade

last month.

Members of the Immanuel Lutheran School basketball teams.

Immanuel Lutheran basketball wraps up

The Lions had a successful
winter season, playing a total
of 15 games across the region
against a number of schools.

The seventh and eighth grade
boys team finished the season
undefeated at 6-0 with two
unexpected victories through-

PHOTO/WHITNEY WORK

out the season; fifth and sixth
grade boys finished 3-1; and
the fifth and sixth grade girls
went 4-1.

PHOTO/MARILYN BOWEN

Students and staff volunteering at the Arlington Food Assistance Center.

Fusion volunteers at AFAC

Fusion Academy Alex-
andria students spent an af-
ternoon volunteering at the
Arlington Food Assistance
Center as a student-led ini-
tiative, researched and or-
ganized by the inaugural
Student Council. The club
was looking for an opportu-
nity to engage more deeply in

the local community.

A group of 15 students and
chaperones arrived ready to
help. After a brief demonstra-
tion, the crew went to work,
bagging and dividing oatmeal
to be distributed to the com-
munity. In their hour and a half
of work, the group assembled
1,360 bags.

PHOTO/CARLY ROBB
The Students of Linder Academy participated in a schoolwide talent
show earlier this month, sharing a variety of talents including music,
comedy, academic inquiry and dance! One group performed “Enter
Sandman” by Metallica.
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“We’re going to talk to staff
and see if there are any other
options,” Teran said. “This
is not the end. ... I think that
everyone has my email and
phone number.”

Teran said moving for-
ward, he hopes neighbors
would reach out to discuss fur-
ther changes that can be made
to the property, and that he’s
aware of the concerns being
raised. He also said Council
may have been swayed by pub-
lic comments in its rejection of
the proposal.

Council’s consideration
of the project had been de-
layed twice due to city mis-

takes: once in January due to
uploading the wrong version
of a docket item and once in
February for not reaching out
to neighbors in time for the
hearing. Wilson said the city
is conducting reviews to the
process to make sure similar
“administrative snafus” don’t
happen again.

This SUP was heard at a leg-
islative meeting at Teran’s re-
quest because he had a travel
conflict with Saturday’s public
hearing. SUP applications are
typically heard during public
hearing meetings.

The application for 404A
East Alexandria Ave. is for a
1,174 square foot, two-story
home on a substandard lot with

way you like it.

e O
the first name in
home improvement

Brian Knipp has been in the residential remodeling and
construction business for over 20 years. He is an EPA Certified
Lead Safe Renovator, a Universal Design Certified Professional
(UDCP) and a Certified Kitchen and Bath Remodeler (CKBR).
Brian and the FRED team have completed over 900 projects
in Alexandria in the last 10 years. Find out how all 35 of us
at FRED are here to take on repairs and renovations just the

SCHEDULE TODAY!

ScheduleFRED.com [u]

ADIVISION OF @CASE  VA#2701039723 | MD MHIC #1176 | DC #2242

703.539.5000

minimal street frontage. Teran
said he planned on utilizing the
home as a long-term rental for
now, but could see him and his
wife moving there in the future.

The SUP discussion started
with a staff presentation, fol-
lowed by a lengthy public hear-
ing and discussion between
Council members. Fifteen
people spoke in opposition to
the SUP and construction it-
self, citing the issues with
street frontage, design, adher-
ence to neighborhood charac-
ter and stormwater drainage.
Many of the speakers were
brief, having already spoken
or sent in letters when the SUP
was to be voted on in January
and February.

Teran also spoke for a few
moments before the public
hearing closed and was fol-
lowed by a lengthy discussion
between councilors and Mayor
Justin Wilson.

“It should be a product of
its own time and not a replica
of its historic past,” Teran said
of the design, which has been a
contentious topic throughout

the SUP process.

Councilors Alyia Gaskins
and Sarah Bagley, along with
Wilson, were among the most
vocal throughout the debate.
Wilson said the street front-
age gave him the most pause
and he was hesitant to set
a precedent.

“With any exception we
grant, there’s going to be a
precedent that we set and con-
sistency that we have to apply
going forward,” Wilson said.

Gaskins said she had diffi-
culty reconciling the fact that
staff continued to mention
how different this home would
be in the neighborhood, saying
it’s the “first of its kind.”

“If it has that many differ-
ences than what we’ve seen in
this neighborhood, how it [does
it] still fit the comparable test?”
Gaskins asked.

Gaskins moved to deny the
SUP, stating it was not compat-
ible with the neighborhood’s
character, which was seconded
by Vice Mayor Amy Jackson.

Council had a bit of a back-
and-forth on the reason for the

~ OF VACANT LOT

motion to deny, as not all were
seemingly in agreement with
Gaskins that the design of the
home was the issue.

Bagley stated Council has
expressed a desire for housing
diversity in the city in addition
to more housing stock.

“I don’t want us to under-
mine what is the larger goal
because a particular project
doesn’t produce four, eight,
10 units,” Bagley said. “I ap-
preciate all the concerns, but,
for me, in terms of this vote
and future, potential votes, all
building types will ultimately
be welcome for consideration.”

Gaskins said she agreed, but
the staff report did not con-
vince her this would be a good
fit for the neighborhood. Wil-
son said he did not have an
issue with the architectural de-
sign, saying many other sub-
standard lots are “darn ugly.”

Councilor John Taylor
Chapman and Jackson did not
voice concerns, but ultimately
voted to deny the SUP with the
rest of Council.

-cmeisner@alextimes.com

' APPROXIMATE AREA

/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

An approximate map of the now-denied special use permit for a single-family home at 404A East

Alexandria Ave.
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The Scenic Route... #%2

Colonial Williamsburg is a great day trip for history buffs.

Consider a trip to Williamsburg

What to see and do
in this preserved
colonial city

BY AARON KOPP

Before Richmond was the
seat of the Virginia govern-
ment, long before the United
States even declared indepen-
dence, Williamsburg was the
capital of the then-colony of
Virginia. Established in 1699,
Williamsburg bore witness to
some of the most pivotal mo-
ments in American history.

Today, Williamsburg is the
world’s largest U.S. history mu-
seum, featuring a recreation of
the 18th century city filled with
scholars who portray the peo-
ple of revolutionary Williams-
burg in an impressive display of
living history.

Also in Williamsburg is the
College of William & Mary.
The college is known as “The
Alma Mater of the Nation”
with alumni including former
President Thomas Jefferson,
former Supreme Court Chief
Justice John Marshall and vi-
sionary of the revolution Pat-
rick Henry. The school, the
second oldest in the nation,
brings a vibrant college town
feel to Williamsburg.

Williamsburg is also situ-
ated in the Virginia Peninsula,
between the York and James
Rivers, giving visitors access to
aquatic recreation. Williams-
burg forms, along with James-
town and Yorktown, Virginia’s
“Historic Triangle.” These sites
also feature programming cen-
tered around the history of

early America. Visitors to Wil-
liamsburg often enjoy day trips
to one or more of these sites.

How to get there

There are three main ways
to the Historic Triangle from
Alexandria. The first option is
to drive south on Interstate 95,
then take I-295 around Rich-
mond and finally switch to
I-64 for the last leg of the jour-
ney. This takes 2 ¥4 to three
hours, depending on the traffic
around Dumfties.

A far nicer drive, though
slightly longer, takes you down
Maryland Route 210, then
onto U.S. Route 301, which
turns into U.S. Route 17 at Port
Royal and carries you all the
way through the Tidewater
to the Historic Triangle. This

‘ PHOTO/AARON KOPP

route takes around three hours
and fifteen minutes, and rarely
contains traffic. While it does
take longer, it’s significantly
more scenic, passing through
forests and fields and by quirky
small town antique stores.

Another option is to take
the train. Two trains leave the
Alexandria Amtrak station for
Williamsburg each day. Tick-
ets can go for as low as $12,
depending on the day. The ear-
lier you purchase tickets, the
cheaper they tend to be. Going
by train can provide a stress-
free travel experience. I find
the trains tend to run on time,
provide spacious seating and a
smooth ride.

Taking the train means you
won’t have a car available in
Williamsburg, but this is no

problem for a shorter stay. The
Williamsburg Amtrak station
is just blocks away from Colo-
nial Williamsburg, the shops at
market square and hotels, in-
cluding the 5-star Williams-
burg Inn.

Where to eat and stay

The most luxurious hotel
option in Williamsburg is the
Williamsburg Inn. This hotel
features multiple restaurants,
a spa and a golf course. Just a
couple minutes walk from Co-
lonial Williamsburg, this is
where Queen Elizabeth I chose
to stay on her trips to the his-
toric triangle.

There are also several more
reasonably priced hotel options
around Williamsburg as well
as a couple of charming bed
and breakfasts such as “A Wil-
liamsburg White House.” For
travelers who want an unusual
chance to immerse themselves
in the culture of early America,
the Colonial Houses are a great
option. Four restored colonial
houses throughout the his-
toric area can now be booked
directly from the Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation.

Williamsburg has many
excellent dining options. For
breakfasts near the historic
area, I recommend Aromas
Coffeehouse. In addition to
offering standard coffee shop
fare at reasonable prices, Aro-
mas serves a full breakfast
menu, with omelets, french
toast and more.

For dinner, Williams-
burg has a wide range of op-
tions. Amiraj, just north of the

SEE WILLIAMSBURG | 14

Foodie

Prepare corned beef and cabbage
ahead of St. Patrick’s Day.
Page 15

College Hoops Party

How to host the best college
hoops party this season.
Page 16

Home of the Week

Check out this historic home
on South Lee Street.
Page 16
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POWER DESIGN NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL
APPRENTICES OF ALL SKILL LEVELS!
about the position...
Interested in construction and/or an electrician? Apprentices earn a
paycheck and full benefits while learning the trade firsthand.

for more details, contact...
powerdesigninc.us/careers or email careers@powerdesigninc.us

SAPCA thanks these retailers for helping to prevent
underage drinking in our community. These businesses
successfully passed alcohol compliance checks conducted
in February 2024 by the Alexandria Police Department.

Thank You!

ALDI
4580 Duke St.
4602 Kenmore Ave.

Mart 11
301 N. Ripley St.

7-Eleven
800 Franklin St.

2108 Mt.Vernon Ave.
Virginia ABC

501 Montgomery St.
4349 Duke St.
4604 Duke St.
3161 Duke St.
3678 King St.

421 W. Braddock Rd.
Food Star

3023 Duke St 206 W. Glebe Rd.

331 S. Whiting St.
Harris Teeter
CVsS 4641 Duke St.

433 S, Washington St.
Jano Mart

4105 Duke St.

Walgreens
1517 Mt. Vernon Ave.
4515 Duke St.

415 E. Monroe St.
1680 Duke St.

3130 Duke St. 24 Express

5101 Duke St. Food Store

4007 Mt. Vernon Ave.

Wegman's

503 King St. 150 Stovall St.

Business owners and employees can be penalized up to
$2,000 and/or have their ABC license revoked by selling
alcohol to an underage customer, a violation
of Virginia’s minimum-age alcohol laws.

SUBSTANCE
ABUSE
PREVENTION

COALITION
OF ALEXANDRIA%

Learn how you can support efforts to
prevent youth substance use at
PreventltAlexandria.org

NEED TO PLACE AN AD?

CONTACT:

Margaret Stevens
mstevens@alextimes.com

A carriage ride is one of the best ways to see Colonial Williamsburg.

PHOTO/AARON KOPP
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William & Mary campus, serves
flavorful Indian cuisine for
lunch and dinner. Casa Peral
serves seafood favorites with a
great selection of raw bar items.

The greatest food desti-
nation in Williamsburg, how-
ever, is The Cheese Shop. The
Cheese Shop is a gourmet mar-
ket, selling charcuteries, jams,
smoked fish, cheese and much
more. But what really makes
The Cheese Shop special is
its sandwich counter, which
is built upon a foundation of
fresh baked bread. To try the
unofficial snack of William &
Mary, purchase a container
of The Cheese Shop’s house
dressing and a bag of bread
ends, then dip the bread ends
in the dressing.

Another charming Wil-
liamsburg option is the his-
toric King’s Arms Tavern. The
King’s Arms Tavern, located in
the heart of the historic area,
serves 18th century cuisine
updated with modern sensibil-
ities. The menu includes dishes
inspired by real period recipes,
and the wait staff are dressed in
period costume.

Another WIlliamsburg ex-
perience is the weekly farmers
market. The market runs every
Saturday, March 4 through Oc-
tober 28. It features farm and

food vendors, as well as a ro-
tating cast of local musicians.

History

Williamsburg is the perfect
destination for history lovers.
The historic area, called Co-
lonial Wllliamsburg features
living history performers in pe-
riod costume. Some of the per-
formers represent tradespeople
and artisans, and some repre-
sent actual historical figures,
like Geroge Mason and The
Marquis de Lafayette.

Colonial Williamsburg is
often experienced as a self-
guided walking tour around
the 301-acre historic area. Two
spots I recommend checking
out are the original Virginia
Capital and the Wren Building.
The Wren building is the old-
est continuously used school
building in America, and tours
are given by knowledgeable
William & Mary students.

Colonial Williamsburg also
has great walking tours. Two I
recommend are the Paradox of
Freedom tour or the evening
Ghost Tour. I recommend you
spend around two days explor-
ing the historic area. Tickets
to Colonial Williamsburg can
be bought online at colonial
williamsburg.org.

Your Colonial Williamsburg
admission ticket also grants
you access to the Folk Art mu-

seum, located next to the his-
toric area. There, you can
explore one of the largest col-
lections of American folk art in
the world and learn the stories
behind the artifacts.

Outdoor recreation

The Virginia peninsula is
a wonderful location for lov-
ers of the outdoors. Situated
between the York and James
rivers, Williamsburg offers
access to boating and pad-
dling on these historic water-
ways. Williamsburg is also just
a 10-minute drive from Busch
Gardens amusement park, a
great option for roller coaster
lovers. For those who want
thrill in a more natural set-
ting, Go Ape Williamsburg is
arope course and zip line park
where guests can explore the
forest canopy.

On the second Sunday of
every month, Williamsburg
is home to the Second Sun-
days Street Fair, where local
musicians and artisans per-
form and sell their crafts. Sec-
ond Sundays are the best way
to experience the charm-
ing small college town feel
of Williamsburg.

The writer is a senior at

the College of William &
Mary and was a summer 2023
Alexandria Times intern.
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Corned beef and cabbage

BY FREDO GOMEZ

As we approach St. Pat-
rick’s Day, Union Street
Public House is excited to fea-
ture some traditional Irish
dishes over the festive week-

end. One of Chef Fredo Go-
mez’s favorite and most
flavorful dishes is Corned
Beef and Cabbage. But what is
“corned beef?”

Corned beef is made from
beef brisket. Brisket is a cut of

beef from the lower breast-
side of the cow. This area
tends to be a tough piece
of meat, and is best used in
recipes that require low, or
slow-cooking, techniques.
Corned beef'is cured in a brine

of salt and mixed spices — typ-
ically peppercorn, mustard
seed, coriander seeds, cloves
and more - to give it its ex-
traordinary flavor.
Historians speculate the
dish was paired with cabbage
when Irish immigrants came
to the United States and found
cabbage was one of the least

expensive vegetables. After
some time, the combination
just stuck, and we couldn’t
be happier.

The writer is the

executive chef at Union Street
Public House, an American
restaurant in Old Town
since 1986.

- —
| Ingredients

¢ 2to 3 pounds of brisket
| ¢ 6 to 8 small redskin potatoes
| * 6to 8 large carrots

* 1 head of cabbage
| ¢ Beef broth
* Corned beef seasoning

| If you choose to make your own brine instead of using
beef broth:

| o1 gallon water

| e 1/2 cup kosher salt
* 1/4 cup pickling spice

| 1diced onion
e 1 carrot

l ¢ 1 celery stalk

| * 1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves
* 2 tablespoon brown sugar

| ¢ 1 tablespoon pink curing

Directions
| 1. In a slow cooker on low, add corned beef, beef
| broth and seasoning. This could cook for eight to nine
hours. This process helps the tough brisket to become
| more tender.
2. Cut the potatoes in half, onion into quarters and
cabbage into wedges. Peel the carrots and cut into
| 2.5-to 3-inch lengths.
3. Add the potatoes, onions and carrots to the slow
| cooker halfway through the cooking time.
| 4, Add the cabbage 20 to 30 minutes before the
cooking time is done.
| 5. Remove everything from the slow cooker and cut
| the meat along the grain.

6. Serve with vegetables and drizzle the broth over the top.
L —
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°

PHOTO,/CHAS53 VIA ADOBE STOCK |
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UNION STREET

PUBLIC HOUSE
OPEN AT 10:00AM

(b

ST. PATRICK'S DAY!
SUNDAY, I\{I.AR 17
CORNED \

BEEF &
CABBAGE

REUBEN
SANDWICH
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How to host a college hoops watch party

BY FAMILY FEATURES

It’s tournament time, and
that’s the perfect reason to
gather with your fellow fans
and watch both the top-seeded
teams and Cinderella stories
shoot their way to the top. Get
ready to host this season’s most
memorable college basketball
watch party with these tips.

Show your colors

Get your house game ready
and show your team spirit by
decorating in the colors of the
team you’ll be cheering to vic-
tory. Since the tournament
spans multiple rounds, you
don’t need to go all out; just
grab some simple decorations
like streamers, balloons and
disposable tablecloths to liven
the atmosphere. If you’ll have
guests cheering on both sides
of the court, mix and match
your decor and let guests pick

Grab your game day gear to host the best college hoops watch party.

their plate and cup color to root
for their favorite team.

Break out the brackets
The entire tournament
hinges on brackets, so be sure

your guests have a chance to
fill out their own bracket to
predict the winning teams.
You can find printable ver-
sions online and make copies
for everyone. For a little extra

fun, have everyone chip in a set
amount to play, and the person
who predicts the most winning
teams wins the pot.

Take a seat

When the game is un-
derway, gathering everyone
around the screen can get
crowded. Make sure all your
guests are comfortable by of-
fering additional seating. You
can use stools, chairs from
other rooms and even fold-
ing chairs or camping chairs if
you need to create more space.
If you need to resort to floor
space for seating, make it ex-
tra comfy with some pillows or
blankets for padding.

Multiply the screen time

Chances are high your
guests will scatter throughout
your home, spilling out of the
living room into your kitchen
and dining spaces, or maybe

even outdoors. Set up ex-
tra screens to show the game
in multiple rooms, whether
that’s extra televisions, moni-
tors or laptops. That way, even
if someone steps away from the
main screen, he or she won’t
miss any of the excitement.

Slam dunk snacks

Every party needs a menu,
but you can keep it simple for
a watch party. Guests typi-
cally want quick bites they can
grab during timeouts and com-
mercial breaks, so stick to fin-
ger foods and apps guests can
self-serve quickly. Wings are a
party staple, and chips and dip
are always a hit. Be sure to offer
some indulgent options, as well
as foods for those who have
special dietary needs. You can
also make your food game eas-
ier by asking everyone to bring
adish to share instead of taking
it all on yourself.

Left: Fully detached home with unparalleled Potomac River views, two off-street parking spaces and a fully fenced yard.
Middle: Surrounded by windows, the inviting family room offers abundant natural light. Right: Deck glass railing enclosure.

Renovated oasis in Old Town

Welcome to 610 South Lee
St.,builtin 1915 and completely
renovated, the home harbors
an exciting contemporary vibe.
White-washed barn doors with
German hardware offer a styl-
ish and functional touch to the
living room. When closed, this
room easily transforms into an
overflow fourth bedroom with
the convenience of a full bath

down the hall. The spacious
dining room with high ceil-
ings and windows at each end
of the room provides an invit-
ing atmosphere for entertain-
ing. The sleek kitchen boasts
high-end appliances and an ex-
ceptionally long island with bar
stool seating, which opens to a
large family room with tall ceil-
ings and windows. An endless

stream of natural light contrib-
utes to a bright and airy atmo-
sphere, perfect for gatherings
and everyday living.

Enjoy the abundance of
space and comfort provided
by three generously sized bed-
rooms and three full baths. The
primary suite is a peaceful re-
treat with an adjoining sitting
area and French doors open

HOMES ADVERTORIAL

out to a glass railed deck over-
looking the Potomac River. A
finished lower-level recreation
room is perfect for exercise, a
playroom or as a quiet home
office with plenty of additional
storage space in the mechanical
area. The fully fenced yard with
grass, a Japanese soaking tub
with a pergola and spacious pa-
tio offers a tranquil oasis for re-
laxing outdoors. Two off-street
brick parking spaces complete
this special home.

610 South Lee St.,
Alexandria, 22314
Old Town
$2,900,000
2,931
3
3
1915
Babs Beckwith
McEnearney Associates
Realtors, Old Town
Babs@BabsBeckwith.com
www.BabsBeckwith.com

703-627-5421
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Weekly Words

—DEATH NOTICES——

CAROLE ANN KASIK (83), of Alexandria, Mar. 4, 2024

ROBERT ALLEN MORRIS (86), of Alexandria,

Mar. 5, 2024

OMERO SABATINI (92), of Alexandria, Mar. 5, 2024
VIRGINIA HAZEL TUCK (102), formerly of Alexandria,

NFL RECAPS by Pam Amick Klawitter, edited by Jeff Chen

108

ACROSS

1

6

11
15
18
19
20
21
22

24
26
27
28
29
30
32
34
37
38

43
45

47
48
49

Songbird's roost

Hawkins of dance fame

This stinks!

Gain alternative

Hilo howdy

Gl's chore

Prefix for "billionth"
Palindromic kitchen brand
*"Please excuse me while

| knock you down

for a proper sack!"
Unrestrained ability to act
Face saver?

TP consideration

Kondo purchases

Canadian gas brand

Gives, expecting a return

Most ventilated

DVD player's predecessor
Dart

*"They expect me to stay here,
protected by all you guys ... Let's
fake 'em out and I'll run instead!"
Disney goldfish

Seaweed's little

sis in "Hairspray"

Opening for "fix" or "fab"

La Scala offering

*"Watch him ... He'll grab your
jersey. Every. Single. Time."

53
54
55
56
58
59
62
65
67
68

72

75
76
77
81
83
85
87
88
90
95
96
97
98
99

Gift-giving phrase

Elite octet

Cruise ship hot spot

Bar in the bathroom
Moore of "Rough Night"
Course of action? (Abbr.)
Apt 3/14 desserts
Doomed craft in "Jaws"
Gelled

*"What if | throw the pass
sideways instead of forward?"
Banks and bands

offer them (Abbr.)
"___estas?"

Read over quickly
Awkwardly formal

Molokai memorabilia
Name on a soda can
Loops in on an email
Hermann on the slopes
Makes things better
*"Hey, linemen, do your jobs!"
Janelle of "Hidden Figures"
"Wanted" poster letters
Seaweed wrap

Squeezes (out)

*"You're hiking

the ball all wrong!"

104 Gain alternative
106 Points a finger at, for short
107 Like many an old den

111
114
115
116
119

121

124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131

Take a breath

Like Maleficent

Huge amount

Racket

Deadlocked
Drought-vulnerable
southwestern reservoir
*"That quarterback's
throws ... dazzling!"

Be level ... or not on the level
Cooked up

Fur-ry family?

Flock's contribution
Menu connecting words
Pub supply

"Told you | could do it!"
Ketch kin

DOWN

Campaign-funding grp.
"Boola Boola" chanters
Wander about

"Calm down!"

Fair share?

Sunscreen letters
Accomplished
Michelin alternative
___-bitsy

Cyclops feature

Killing it

"Oh, crud!"

"Almost ready!"

Sushi bar eggs

Solutions from last week

Mar. 10, 2024

SHIRLEY TEAFORD URQUIA, ED.D. (92), of Alexandria,

Feb. 25, 2024

MAUREEN PATRICIA WUNDERLICH (84), of Alexandria,

Mar. 12, 2024
I [N[F|E|R P|T|A[S
N[E[A[T]E R[O[s[A
Fl1]|s[H][F U[G[H|[T
o[N|T]O

(0]
A|W[W P T
FIE|I|S|T E
LIA|IN[A]I A
C|R|O(W|C|R R
110|U E E
O|N|(T|A|R]| I DIL|O|T
D|I]|G A|R|E
L|{I|[OfN D|E|S
D(U|D S D(I|T
P|I[X|A|R o S E|D|E
H({O|U|S|E|S W|L L|O|W R|(A|D
O|R|R C|U E|[D A|R|O
Y|E|A|R K{I|L|N S(C|A|R T(W|A|S
E|S(C|A|P|E(W[H|A|L|E(W|H|A|L|E[(W|H|A|L|E
B(I|A]|S L|O|A[M WlI|[I]|G B(E|A|T|L|E
B|(A|R|E Y|E|N|S S(I|N|E Y|E|N|T|A|S
Enemies 72 Chunks in chowder
Graph line 73 Rum, to some
U2's lead singer 74  City for whom a
High-pitched wailing color was named
Call a radio show, maybe 78 'Rikki-___-Tavi"
Wrapped again, 79 Caught some morays
as a twisted ankle 80 Big wedding expense
"Sons of Anarchy" characters 82 "Ridiculously Flavorful" drink
E'tbt't ?tat ot 84 Pointed a finger at
art of a plo
Go for groceries gg Sno%tli/ sorts
TV-monitoring device 91 Gave the green light
Garlic unit 92 Food drive donation
Museum artifact 93 Unexpected visitors
glc?gkft: ggg;zg 94  Working on the bathroom floor
Tide target 100 Steam open
Absorb a loss 101 Ten-year period
Receiver Beckham Jr. 102 Some picnic .SDOtS .
Rocker Frank 103 Melancholy, in Madrid
Fashionable Mizrahi 105 Pub chc_)lces .
Flipper's choice 109 Journalist Dgyld
Lunch time, often 110 Amazon's milieu
Footnote abbr. 111 "Shot Clock" singer Mai
Ungainly boats 112 Colorado resort
Dots on a bus route 113 DIY furniture company
Rest area rig 115 Bit of salt
"Blah, blah, blah" 117 Iggy Pop's
Shake ___ (fast "Break ___ Your Heart"
casual restaurant) 118 Alexa device
True self, to Carl Jung 120 Sport for Jon Jones (Abbr.)
Eldest Stark brother 121 Vanna's co-host
Like many Peruvian artifacts 122 Anger
Candied, as fruits 123 "For sure!"
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Editorial

Model it for us

It’s a fact that Alexandria greatly
needs to balance its tax base by
drawing more businesses to the city.
It’s also a fact that a sports arena
and entertainment district has the
potential to help in this regard.

It’s for those reasons that, de-
spite many eloquent letters that
residents have sent us opposing
the arena - including several in
this week’s Times — we have yet to
offer an opinion on the proposal
as awhole.

The potential environmental,
traffic and quality-of-life concerns
raised by residents about this pro-
posal are convincing. The knee-
jerk, “let the billionaire pay for his
own arena” argument is less so.

From an isolated, moral per-
spective it is indeed repugnant to
think of taxpayers’ hard-earned
income funding a venture that
would benefit Monumental Sports
& Entertainment CEO Ted Leon-
sis, whose net worth is estimated
by Forbes to be $3.1 billion. Im-
ages of granny clipping coupons to
buy groceries and front-line work-
ers living paycheck-to-paycheck
come to mind.

But granny and front-line
workers would also potentially
benefit from the financial and jobs
aspect of this proposal.

Elected officials and their staff
in charge of development fre-
quently — and in every state — put
together attractive deals to try and
lure large businesses to relocate
if they have the potential to pro-
vide a large number of jobs in one
fell swoop. And, despite the valid
criticisms of the Potomac Yard
proposal that’s on the table, this
initiative does have that potential.

The biggest hitch from our per-
spective is the lack of transparency
by the Alexandria Economic Devel-
opment Partnership, city staff, our
local elected officials and the office
of Gov. Glenn Youngkin around the
variables and model used to gener-
ate the rosy economic forecasts in
this proposal.

The only reason given pub-
licly for this omission is the con-
cern that some of the information
in the model is proprietary to Mon-

umental Sports & Entertainment.
The most polite label for this re-
sponse is “poppycock.”

Tell us the specific variables
and model used.

If Monumental expects Al-
exandrians, and Virginians as
a whole, to potentially be stuck
with a big bill if these projections
don’t come to pass, then releas-
ing some heretofore undisclosed
information may be a price they
have to pay.

We tried this week, as others
have previously, to get AEDP to
disclose the variables and model
used in their projections. Despite
emailing three different AEDP of-
ficials, including President and
CEO Stephanie Landrum, with
this request three days ago, we
have received no response as of
our print deadline.

The primary takeaway from
this refusal to release these vari-
ables and the overall model is
that they likely won’t stand up to
close scrutiny.

Former U.S. Congressman Joe
Sestak wrote a compelling letter
“All models are wrong, some are
useful” in the March 7 Alexandria
Times. If you haven’t read it yet,
it’s worth looking it up on our web-
site at alextimes.com.

Sestak makes a convincing case
for the necessity of knowing what
model was used to arrive at pro-
jections. Sestak used as an exam-
ple the new arena that was built for
the Dallas Cowboys football team
in Arlington, Texas, when current
Alexandria City Manager Jim Para-
jonwas deputy city manager there.

There are many examples of
how the variables used in forecasts
can result in wildly different pro-
jections — and not all of them can
be accurate. Think of weather fore-
casts that track the potential path
of hurricanes.

Different models can predict
radically different outcomes. While
we might prefer the model that
predicts the storm will harmlessly
turn out into the Atlantic, getting
it wrong could mean being unpre-
pared for a Category 5 storm that is
a catastrophe for our beloved city.

Opinion

“Where the press is free and every man is able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson

Photo of the Week

Letters

B Harborside
reflected on the
Potomac River.

PHOTO/LEE MOODY

A Monumental
erosion of civic trust

To the editor:

Trust is won in drops and lost in buckets.
City Council - and, worse, supposedly non-
partisan city government functions - have
forgotten this axiom since the announce-
ment of the Potomac Yard arena proposal
in December 2023.

Consider:

» Economic analyses and proposal doc-
uments have been released piecemeal, with
elements redacted, and in some cases, via
media leaks.

« Other than describing competing anal-
ysis from the District of Columbia as “wildly
inaccurate,” city leaders have refused to de-
tail a response, claiming that the city cannot
engage with “everyone” — though an adja-
cent polity is hardly “everyone.”

» Monumental Sports & Entertainment
has begun to engage civic leaders in its own
campaign efforts, including a Super Bowl
party attended by the current mayor and at
least one candidate for City Council.

» The communications staff at city hall
have used the city’s social media commu-
nications to evangelize for the “immediate”
benefits of the project.

What the city describes as community
engagement has taken the shape and form
of a campaign. A campaign that uses se-
lective information, an accelerated time-

line and a tone of the experts know better
to circumvent democratic deliberation
and debate.

I’'m not writing to debate the arena -
that’s a longer discussion, and it should be
a longer discussion. It would be unwise to
rush one of the largest tax-increment fi-
nancing deals the country has witnessed.
Rather, I want to challenge the approach
taken by city leaders to “engagement.” It
risks a severe erosion of civic trust in a city
that, like much of the country, has seen a
decline of trust over the last several years.

A better engagement campaign would:

+ Slow down to allow time for mean-
ingful debate, especially in light of
upcoming elections.

» Make it an actual deliberative de-
bate rather than a campaign. The proposal
commits the city to $100 million in fund-
ing. That deserves debate, not parties and
pop-up events.

» Establish an open-access digital re-
pository of proposal-related documents.
This should include the ability for citizens
or other entities to share alternative pro-
posal analysis.

» Engage a neutral third-party to con-
duct polls of Alexandria residents, and

SEE TONSETIC | 19

The opinions expressed in letters and columns are those of the writers only and do not reflect the views, nor receive the
endorsement, of the Alexandria Times.
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Letters

Breakfast: Essential for learning

To the editor:

Last week marked National School
Breakfast Week, yet every day serves
as an ideal opportunity to commend
the nutrition team, staff and teach-
ers at Alexandria City Public Schools
for their dedication to implement-
ing an impactful solution that aids stu-
dents in succeeding in the classroom:
school breakfast.

Recently, No Kid Hungry allocated
$41,600 to help more children access
breakfast in Alexandria. This contribu-
tion is part of a larger initiative, with No
Kid Hungry distributing $251,675 across
12 school districts in Virginia. The funds
aim to support schools in implement-
ing and strengthening Breakfast After
the Bell programs by providing neces-
sary equipment upgrades, such as cool-
ers and carts.

Childhood hunger remains a sig-
nificant concern statewide. Breakfast
programs are an important part of the
solution. Research from No Kid Hungry
indicates that Breakfast After the Bell
can significantly increase breakfast par-
ticipation among students eligible for
free or reduced-price lunch by up to 88%.

Ensuring children have access to a
nutritious breakfast is essential for their
learning and development.

I hope you’ll join us in recogniz-
ing the important role school breakfast
plays in the health and well-being of
children, and celebrate the school nutri-
tion professionals who work all year to
provide healthy school meals for them.
We see you, we appreciate you and we
thank you!

-Sarah Steely,
No Kid Hungry Virginia

Kudos on your arena coverage

To the editor:

Thank you for your thoroughness
in news regarding the proposed arena
sports/entertainment facility.

I appreciate your attention to the
significant negative consequences to a
subsidized sporting facility. This is es-
pecially risky since the current pro-
posal doesn’t require the owners to
stay in Alexandria. And I remain sus-
picious that the owners merely want
Washington, D.C. to alter the agree-
ment, contracts, rent and tax incentives.
And not all of the teams will pull year
round events given their current ticket
sales and customers’ locations. A four-
fold increase in traffic and Metro use
is significant.

Please keep up the reporting on the
arena. Please also focus on what Alexan-
dria must do to prevent developers with
improper influence from illegal gifts

or non-transparent contributions. The
story about the activities, if true, with
a former mayor are deeply disturbing.
How do we make sure this never happens
again? We need sunlight and disclosure
laws posting all contributions on the city
hall website.

Alexandria needs to find new meth-
ods of expanding tax revenue. Using
that Potomac land may be a wise way
to raise tax revenue and produce pri-
vate sector income; however, the cur-
rent proposal is mostly about subsidizing
wealthy team owners. Any project must
require developers to provide far more
than 90 two-bedroom housing units for
fire, police, EMT, APS and medical staff
for living closer to work. We need to find
solutions to keep these essential em-
ployees working and living in Alexandria.

-Theresa Pugh,
Alexandria

TONSETIC FROM | 18
publish the results.

One doesn’t need to default to con-
spiracy theorizing to assert that demo-
cratic deliberation, in the best sense of
the term, should not be secondary to
corporate interests or timelines.

That we should default to transpar-

ency rather than technocracy. That trust
is less a matter of the position you take
on an issue, and more a matter of how
you enact the principles that led you to
that position.
Or maybe Alexandria Democrats
simply forgot how to be Democrats.
-Mark Tonsetic,
Alexandria

A

City Hall Watch

Commentary

Becoming a one-faction town

BY BILL ROSSELLO

A recent Alexandria Times analy-
sis by Mark Eaton told the story of how
major changes to Alexandria’s elec-
toral process since 2009 have tilted the
field more in favor of Dem-
ocratic candidates. Clearly,
those moves engendered a
view among local Republicans
that the system has abandoned
them. As City Council has
passed more extreme develop-
ment, transportation and eco-
nomic policies in recent years,
an increasing number of Dem-
ocrats are feeling the same way.

Recent examples of policies
opposed by a broad swath of local Dem-
ocrats include the pro-developer Zoning
for Housing legislation, the Monumen-
tal Sports & Entertainment arena deal,
major road redesign and road diet proj-
ects, natural stream “restoration” initia-
tives and the redefinition of green space
to include building rooftops.

So, have we gone from nominally a
two-party town to a solidly one-party
town to now a one-faction town? It cer-
tainly seems that way.

In a city of just under 100,000 reg-
istered voters, the very small group of
people currently holding the most influ-
ence within the Alexandria Democratic
Committee is that faction. It is they who
decide who the ADC machinerywill sup-
port. And it is they who mobilize much
of the organization to staff phone banks,
write postcards and canvass the neigh-
borhoods inlocal elections. Clearly, they
do all of that exceedingly well.

The ADC vanguard, led by the cur-
rent mayor, produced the winning can-
didates in the last election, nearly all
adopting the same narrow-minded ur-
banist ideology. Worse, they often seem
to heed input from external forces more
than that of their own residents. One
need only note the powerful organiza-
tions that have been supporting them.
It is also well-known that Mayor Justin
Wilson has been supported by national
and regional groups of realtors with
monetary or in-kind donations as high
as $20,000.

In the current Democratic primary
campaign, one of the world’s largest
investment firms is now in the mix.
Blackstone has been gobbling up sin-
gle-family properties in major metro-
politan areas across the country. One
of their board members, a
city resident, donated a to-
tal of $40,000 to the mayor
and all but one of the in-
cumbent council members
over the past year. After do-
nating $5,000 last spring to
Councilor Alyia Gaskins,
the Blackstone board mem-
ber donated an additional
$10,000 to her the week
after she helped lead the
charge to eliminate single-family home
zones and announced her bid for mayor.

Interestingly, the 2021 election may
have been early evidence of disaffection
among many Democrats. Wilson, the
incumbent mayor, underperformed in
the November general election against
a previously unknown Republican. In
that election, statewide candidates Terry
McAuliffe, Hala Ayala and Mark Herring
each garnered more than 75% of Al-
exandria votes while Wilson received
somewhat less at 68% — in his own town.
And in the earlier Democratic primary,
former Mayor Allison Silberberg re-
ceived 43% of the vote.

Disaffection among mainstream
Democrats with the highjacking of the
ADC, their choice of local candidates
and the policies of the current Council
are what make the primary election on
June 18 even more important than in
past years. Voters are looking for far less
ideology and much more pragmatism on
the local issues most important to them.

June 18 is an opportunity for local
Democrats to make the statement: “We
want our local party back.” They and
like-minded others want our city back.
If no one stands up to the ADC’s current
vanguard, we may become known more
broadly as the “One Faction Town.”

BILL
ROSSELLO

The writer is a civic advocate,
management consultant and
longtime Alexandria resident.
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Arena process lacks transparency

To the editor:

The ongoing saga surrounding
the proposed $2 billion arena at Po-
tomac Yard has reached a critical
juncture, as recent investigations
have shed light on the profound
lack of transparency and account-
ability characterizing the deal’s ne-
gotiation process. Despite promises
of economic revitalization and job
creation, the secrecy surrounding
the project’s documentation and
the feasibility studies supporting it
raises significant concerns over the
project’s integrity and the steward-
ship of taxpayer dollars.

Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s assertion
that the project would be “good for
the Virginia taxpayer” without up-
front costs belies the reality of the
situation. The proposed financing
model - relying heavily on pub-
lic funds to the tune of at least $1.5
billion, collected post-construction
- places a considerable financial
burden on taxpayers for a project
whose benefits remain speculative
at best. The fact that most public re-
cords related to the deal have been
withheld from scrutiny only adds
to the skepticism surrounding the
project’s purported advantages.

The refusal to disclose key doc-
uments, including PowerPoint
decks, letters, notes from meet-
ings between the governor and
Monumental Sports & Entertain-
ment and emails pertaining to the
deal, underlines a troubling lack of
transparency. Such secrecy not only
impedes public understanding and
debate over the arena’s potential
impacts but also contradicts prin-
ciples of open governance and pub-
lic accountability.

The unanimous approval of
the deal by the Major Employ-
ment and Investment Project Ap-
proval Commission, in a session
shrouded in secrecy and referred
to as “Project Potter,” further ex-
emplifies the opaque nature of the
process. The withholding of meet-
ing materials under the guise of le-
gal non-requirement for disclosure
is particularly disconcerting, given
the significant financial commit-
ments being made.

Economic analyses, such as the
one released by the Alexandria Eco-
nomic Development Partnership,
purport substantial economic ben-
efits and job creation. However, the
skepticism voiced by economists
like J.C. Bradbury, who question
the credibility of such projections
and the overall efficacy of public
investments in sports arenas, can-
not be ignored. The history of sta-
dium deals provides ample evidence
of their questionable impact on lo-
cal economies and the often unful-
filled promises of job creation and
revenue generation.

The opposition from organized
labor, citing a lack of necessary la-
bor protections and the poten-
tial for creating more low-wage
jobs, further complicates the are-
na’s prospects. Such concerns un-
derscore the need for a project that
not only promises but also delivers
tangible benefits to the community,
including fair labor practices and
sustainable economic development.

The City of Alexandria’s reluc-
tance to release complete docu-
mentation related to the project,
claiming proprietary and confi-
dential information, only exacer-
bates the transparency issues at
hand. While Mayor Justin Wilson
expresses frustration over the de-
lays in releasing deal documents,
the partial redactions in the Eco-
nomic Impact Analysis do little to
assuage concerns about the proj-
ect’s validity.

In light of these revelations,
the proposed Potomac Yard arena
project appears fraught with un-
answered questions, unaddressed
concerns and a glaring lack of trans-
parency. As the legislative ses-
sion draws to a close, the urgency
to scrutinize the deal and demand
accountability from all parties in-
volved has never been greater.
The citizens of Virginia deserve a
project that is not only financially
sound but also transparent, equita-
ble and beneficial to the community
at large.

-Charlotte Achelois Scherer,
candidate for Alexandria
City Council

Arena would be a disaster

To the editor:

Alexandria Economic Development
Partnership President and CEO Stephanie
Landrum said of the arena impact study:
“So, it’s really just residential with the ex-
isting shopping center or this entertain-
ment district concept.”

Is anyone with an imagination
grounded in reality working on the ques-
tion of what should be at this site?

Given the actual site conditions,
among factors ignored in this impact
study, we should not plan to develop this
site as if it sits on stable bedrock. The
arena proposal is a fantasy with huge neg-
ative economic, environmental and social
impacts if it is allowed to go forward. It’s
just not economically feasible to pave over
and build massive structures and under-
ground parking at this wetland site. This

may be why the developers want to shift
the risk and the costs to Virginians.

If this site is fully paved and deep
foundations are pile-driven into the wet
ground, where will all the displaced wa-
ter and silt go? Clue: the nearby Poto-
mac River. The remarkable attributes
and the natural services — at no cost to us
— of this site have been ignored, as if re-
specting our place at the edge of the Po-
tomac River doesn’t matter. Is our greater
purpose really how many people we can
nightly cram into a practically inaccessi-
ble entertainment complex?

When the fantasy profits do not mate-
rialize, then Alexandrians and Virginians
will pay the price for this gambit for de-
cades, and generations, to come.

-Kathleen Kust,
Alexandria

A hasty project

To the editor:

The arena proposal was hastily intro-
duced over the holidays, presented to us
as a done deal.

The entire budget of Alexandria for the
last three years totals $2.49 billion, which
is about the same as the price tag for this
one project. Why would Alexandria citi-
zens volunteer our tax money to fund this

venture, for this degree of overspending?
And for what? The simple fact is, it wasn’t
our idea, it is not for our benefit and we are
struggling to spread the word fast enough
to stop this insane project.
This smells so much like a con that it’s
hard to imagine that it isn’t.
-James R. Huddle,
Alexandria

James Madison would be disappointed

To the editor:

National Sunshine Week, which is
from March 10 to March 16, was estab-
lished to honor James Madison’s birth-
day and the importance of state open
records laws. This event brings together
journalists, civil society organizations,
local government groups and the private
sector to highlight the importance of
government transparency.

Yet, secrecy was at the forefront of
our last General Assembly when all of the
common-sense campaign finance bills
introduced died in darkness. Four out of
five Virginians, irrespective of party, as
revealed by 2021 Wason Center polling,
believe that large donors have too much
influence in our elections.

Recognizing that Virginia is one out
of five states which has no limits on cam-
paign contributions and is ranked 46 out

of 50 in the 2020 SWAMP Index, they sup-
port capping donations while nearly 90%
of voters agree with the need for total dis-
closure of contributions.

They say “yes” to forcing disclosure of
dark money election advertising, banning
contributions from state-regulated util-
ities and restricting the personal use of
campaign funds. Yet the bills introduced
this session languished in committee. A
limits bill wasn’t even allowed a hearing
while bills linked to Dominion Energy,
which specifically ban contributions from
public utilities, died without votes.

James Madison would agree with Vir-
ginians that all citizens deserve to have
the ability to see who is funding all of
their elected officials. The “democ-
racy dies in darkness” techniques used

SEE MORGAN | 21
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The Hlberman Soc1ety in Alexandria

Alexandria’s long history
with residents of Irish descent
dates back to its founding. Al-
exandrians of Irish descent
founded a Hibernian Society
200 years ago to aid impover-
ished Irish immigrants and to
promote a sense of cultural
identity. A letter to the Alex-
andria Gazette editor Samuel
Snowden, published March 27,
1824, outlined the Hibernian
Society’s aims. The Hibernian
Society also organized the first
St. Patrick's Day Parade in Al-
exandria, a tradition that con-
tinues today.

The anonymous let-
ter writer called “upon ev-
ery Irishman, who loves his
country, to come forward and
give his name and his assis-
tance to this infant Society.”
Well before the Irish Potato
Famine, the author asked the
Gazette’s readers:

”How many poor fami-
lies land upon the shores of
America, fleeing from want
and wretchedness and home,
and seeking here, in the land
of plenty and freedom, an asy-
lum, a home(?)”

The author argued that the
newly formed organization was
the most effective means of

PHOTO/KIMBERLEE BRYCE FOR THE BALLYSHANERS INC.
Pat and Bernadette Troy served as Grand Marshals of the 2018
Alexandria St. Patrick's Day Parade.

help to recent Irish immigrants.
“[Its duty] should be to
procure aid or employment
for those in want; to attend to
their necessities; to visit them
in their sickness; to manage
and superintend their little ef-
fects, to have the departed in-
terred in a Christian manner.”
While the Irish community
was one of the first immigrant
communities in Alexandria,
many communities joined
them. Today, Alexandria City
Public Schools has students
from more than 119 differ-
ent countries. Alexandria had
one significant attraction for

recent arrivals from Ireland
compared to other regional
cities: The Church of Saint
Mary — now The Basilica of St.
Mary - was the first Catholic
church in the Commonwealth
of Virginia.

In 1795, parishioners ini-
tially located the church at the
corner of Church and South
Washington Streets. In 1826,
two years after the founding of
the Hibernian Society in Alex-
andria, the church moved toits
current address of 310 South
Royal St.

The Hibernian Society in
Alexandria did not confine it-

self to helping recently arrived
Irish immigrants. By 1836, the
Hibernian Society started or-
ganizing a St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade, a tradition that continues
today. The March 26, 1836, edi-
tion of the Alexandria Gazette
describes that year’s parade on
March 17 as “every way credit-
able, and an account of it wor-
thy to be recorded.”

“The Hibernian Society
met, and having made their
arrangements, walked in pro-
cession from the room over
the Hydraulions(a firehouse),
down Royal Street, each of
the members bearing on his
breast...badges of green rib-
bon, an Eagle, a Harp, and a
Shamrock,” the Gazette said.

The account concluded
that the participants “parted
in harmony and good feeling,
praying only to meet again on
the next Anniversary...”

This year’s St. Patrick’s Day
marks not only the anniversary
of the traditional death date of
the patron saint of Ireland, but
also keeps a 200-year-old Al-
exandrian tradition alive.

Out of the Attic is
provided by the Office of
Historic Alexandria.
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this session to kill these bills

is disgraceful.
Our founding fathers who

Last Week

recognized the perils of po-
litical parties would be disap-
pointed by our legislators’ lack
of transparency to voters. Yet
in Virginia, reform is impos-

sible when big donors pull all
the strings while powerful leg-
islators who receive large do-
nations kill bills that would
build voter confidence in

Weekly Poll

What do you think of City Manager
Jim Parajon’s budget proposal for

fiscal year 2025?

65% 3.5% is too much of a tax increase for the

average household.

16% The 3.5% increase is high, but necessary.
11% It funds the necessary services and is balanced.

8% I'm not sure yet.

This Week

our democratic system.
Tell your legislators that you
support the “sunshine” factor.
-Nancy Morgan,
Alexandria

Take the poll at alextimes.com

Do you think “swatting,” the practice
of calling in a false emergency to 911,
should be a felony or misdemeanor?

A) A felony.

B) A misdemeanor.

C) It depends on the circumstances.

D) I’'m not sure.
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LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
AND NOTICE OF AVAILABIL-
ITY OF THE DRAFT FY 2025
ONE-YEAR ACTION PLAN FOR
HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

The City of Alexandria's Draft One-Year
Action Plan (“Draft Action Plan”) for the
period July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025 for
Housing and Community Development
will be available for a 30-day comment
period beginning on or about Monday,
March 18, 2024 and ending Friday, April
19, 2024. Persons wishing to comment

on the Draft Action Plan may do so ei-
ther in writing and/or by providing testi-
mony the public hearing to be held before
the Alexandria Housing Affordability Ad-
visory Committee at their regular meet-
ing on Thursday, April 4, beginning at 7:00
p-m. in Room 2000 on the second floor

of Alexandria City Hall, 301 King Street.

The City’s Draft Action Plan has been de-
veloped in accordance with guidelines set
forth by the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD).
The Draft Action Plan describes ac-

tions to be taken during City FY 2025 to
meet housing and community develop-
ment needs identified in the City's 2022
- 2026 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and
serves as the City's application to HUD
for an estimated $1,094,483 in Federal
Fiscal Year (FFY) 2024 Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) funds
and $712,411 in Home Investment Part-
nerships Program (HOME) funds.

The City’s FY 2025 CDBG and HOME
funding levels are based on the Federal Fis-
cal Year 2024 Approved Budget. Activi-
ties to be supported with CDBG Program
funds have been developed to meet the
national objective of benefiting low- and
moderate-income persons. CDBG Pro-
gram activities will continue the City's on-
going efforts to address the needs of its
low- to moderate- income residents, iden-
tify and eradicate illegal housing discrim-
ination; provide housing rehabilitation
assistance to income-eligible homeown-
ers; provide for the rehabilitation of multi-
family buildings which house low-income
renters; provide homeownership oppor-
tunities for low- to moderate-income
homebuyers; provide emergency hous-
ing assistance and winter emergency shel-
ter for homeless families; and provide
accessibility modification assistance to
low- to moderate-income renters. Activi-
ties to be supported with HOME Program
funds have been developed to be consis-
tent with the HOME Program objective of
expanding the supply of decent, safe, sani-
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tary, and affordable housing. HOME Pro-
gram activities will also continue the City's
efforts to provide affordable housing op-
portunities for low- to moderate-income
residents. In addition to CDBG- and
HOME-funded activities, the One-Year
Action Plan describes other affordable
housing and community development ac-
tivities to be undertaken by the City during
this period, including the development
and preservation of affordable housing.

Copies of the City’s Draft Action Plan
(accompanied by a Resident Summary)
may be reviewed or picked up beginning
Monday, March 18 at the Office of
Housing, located at 421 King Street, Suite
215, Alexandria, VA from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. These documents
will also be available on the City’s Website:
alexandriava.gov/Housing and for

review at the following City libraries:

BEATLEY CENTRAL LIBRARY:
5005 Duke Street, Alexandria

BARRETT BRANCH LIBRARY:
717 Queen Street, Alexandria

BURKE BRANCH LIBRARY:
4701 Seminary Road, Alexandria

DUNCAN BRANCH
LIBRARY: 2501 Common-
wealth Avenue, Alexandria

Translated copies of the Draft Action Plan
and copies of the Draft Action Plan ac-
cessible to persons with disabilities are
available upon request. Written com-
ments may be sent or delivered to the Of-
fice of Housing or emailed to kimberly.
cadena@alexandriava.gov Comments
will be accepted until 5 p.m., Friday, April
19. Once approved by the City Coun-

cil, the One-Year Action Plan will then
be submitted to HUD, per their instruc-
tions, for the City to receive the FFY 2024
CDBG and HOME Program funds.

For further information or request for rea-
sonable accommodations, please call the
Office of Housing at 703.746.4990, or TTY
703.838.5056 for the hearing impaired.

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Hearing will be held by the
City Council of the City of Alex-
andria, Virginia, held at City Hall,
301 King Street, Council Chamber
and on Zoom webinar on Saturday,
March 16, 2024, at 9:30 a.m., or as
soon as may be heard on the herein-
after described items.

Public Hearing and Consideration of a Re-
newed Five-Year License Agreement with
Cox Virginia Telecom, LLC. To Permit
Cox Virginia Telecom’s Existing Conduits

and Fiber Optic Cables to Remain in the
City of Alexandria’s Public Rights-of-Ways.

Public Hearing and Consideration of Re-
newed Five-Year License Agreement with
SummitlG, LLC. to Permit Sum-

mitlG, LLC. Existing Conduits

and Fiber Optic Cables to

Remain in the City of Alexan-

dria’s Public Rights-of-Ways.

An Ordinance to amend and reor-

dain the Master Plan of the City of Al-
exandria, Virginia, by adopting and
incorporating therein the amendment
heretofore approved by city council to the
Old Town North chapter of such mas-
ter plan as Master Plan Amendment

No. 2023-00008 and no other amend-
ments, and to repeal all provisions of

the said master plan as may be incon-
sistent with such amendment (Imple-
mentation Ordinance for Master Plan
Amendment No. 2023-00008 associated
with1201 East Abingdon Drive approved
by City Council on February 24, 2024).

An Ordinance to amend and reordain
Sheet No. 044.04 of the "Official Zoning
Map, Alexandria, Virginia," adopted by
Section 1-300 (OFFICIAL ZONING MAP
AND DISTRICT BOUNDARIES), of the
City of Alexandria Zoning Ordinance, by
rezoning the property at 1201 East Abing-
don Drive from OCM(50)/Office Com-
mercial Medium (50) to CRMU-X /
Commercial Residential Mixed Use (Old
Town North)in accordance with the said
zoning map amendment heretofore ap-
proved by city council as Rezoning No.
2023-00006 (Implementation Ordinance
for Rezoning No. 2023-00006 associated
with 1201 East Abingdon Drive approved
by City Council on February 24, 2024).

Public Hearing on the City Man-
ager's Proposed Annual Oper-

ating Budget for FY 2025

(including Schools) and the Pro-
posed Capital Improvement Pro-
grams (CIP) for FY 2025

-2034 (including the Schools CIP).
Adoption is Scheduled for Wednes-
day, May 1, 2024. A public hear-

ing on the ordinance establishing the
Real Property Tax Rate will be held
Wednesday, April 24, 2024 at 5:30 p.m.

AN ORDINANCE to amend Sec-
tion5-6-23 (Constructed so as to Re-
quire Separate and Direct Service for Each
House, Building or Parcel of Property),
5-6-25.1 (Sewer Connection Permits and
Service Fees; Construction Costs; Con-
structing Sewers by Owners Rather Than
City; Additional Connections), and5-6-
28 (Unlawful to Connect Without Per-
mit and Payment) of Division 1 (General
Provision)of Article B (SEWAGE DIS-
POSAL AND DRAINS) of Chapter 6
(Water and Sewer) of Title 5(Transpor-
tation And Environmental Services).

THE PUBLICIS ADVISED THAT

AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS
MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDI-
NANCES WITHOUT FURTHER PUB-
LICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN
ANY OF THESE ORDINANCES OB-
TAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES
FROM THE CITY CLERK AT CITY
HALL (LIMITED COPIES AVAIL-
ABLE). If the mayor finds and declares
that weather or other conditions are such
that it is hazardous for members to attend
the meeting, this meeting will be contin-
ued to the following Saturday. GLO-

RIA SITTON, CMC, CITY CLERK

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
& ZONING DEPARTMENT
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE
REVIEW

The following request has been received
for administrative review and approval.

For information on the following ap-
plication or to comment, visit the City’s
website at www.alexandriava.gov/
planning or call (703) 746-4666.

Special Use Permit #2024-00020
2501 North Shelley Street

Administrative Special Use Permit re-
quest for a New Use for a Child Care
Home; zoned: R8/ Residential
Applicant: Dessye Ayal-Sew
Proposed Business Name:

Wolela Childcare

Planner: Mavis Stanfield -
mavis.stanfield@alexandriava.gov

In accordance with Section 11-500 of the
Zoning Ordinance, the above-listed re-
quest may be approved administratively
by the Director of Planning & Zoning. If
you have any comments regarding the pro-
posal above, please contact Planning &
Zoning staff at 703.746.4666 or email the
planner listed no later than April 4, 2024.

LEGAL NOTICE

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION &
CITY COUNCIL

APRIL 2024

The items described below will be heard
by the Planning Commission and the
City Council on the dates and times
listed below. NOTICE: Some of the
items listed below may be placed on
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a Consent Calendar. A consent item
will be approved at the beginning of

the meeting without discussion unless
someone asks that it be taken off the
Consent Calendar and considered
separately. The Planning Commission
reserves the right to recess and continue
the Public Hearing to a future date. For
further information, call the Department
of Planning & Zoning at 703.746.4666
or visit www.alexandriava.gov/dockets.

ALEXANDRIA PLANNING
COMMISSION

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2024

7:00 PM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER

301 KING STREET

ROOM 2400

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

ALEXANDRIA CITY COUNCIL
SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024

9:30 AM, CITY HALL

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
ROOM 2400

301 KING STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314

A Public Hearing will be held by the
Planning Commission on Thursday,
April 4, 2024, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in
the City Hall Council Chamber, on the
second floor of City Hall, 301 King Street,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314. The hearing
can also be viewed by the public through
the live broadcast on the government
Channel 70 and streaming on the City's
website. Remote participation is available
via Zoom by registering to attend the
hearing via the following registration link:

Planning Commission Public Hearing:

The Webinar will open at 6:30 p.m.

to allow individuals to join. The Plan-
ning Commission Public Hearing will
begin at approximately 7:00 p.m.

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/ WN_
Yxs4sPDATQS3_64V5N]7]Q

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial in: 301-715-8592
Webinar ID: 968 8114 7793
Password: 336891

City Council (Public Hearing Webinar)

Registration Link: https://zoom.
us/webinar/register/ WN_
HNaL3WUuTe6t5k925n8alg

Zoom Audio Conference:
Dial-in number: 301-715-8592
‘Webinar ID: 925 8951 5073
Webinar Passcode: 559945

Work Session: The Planning Com-

mission will hold a Work Session in
the Council Chambers to discuss the
Sign Ordinance Update. The Work
Session will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Special Use Permit #2023-00106

406 East Glebe Road

Public Hearing and consideration of
a Special Use Permit for an automo-
bile sales area; zoned: CDD#24/Coor-
dinated Development District #24.
Applicant: Petru Stratan

Master Plan Amendment #2023-00007
Text Amendment #2023-00006

Rezoning #2023-00005

Coordinated Development Dis-

trict Concept Plan #2023-00004
Development Special Use Per-

mit #2023-10007 - Condo Flats
Development Special Use Per-

mit #2023-10013 - Hotel

Development Special Use Permit #2023-
10014 - Townhouses/Stacked Townhouses
Development Site Plan #2023-00013

- Infrastructure and public streets
Development Site Plan #2023-

00014 - Public park

Coordinated Sign Special Use

Permit #2023-00100

Subdivision #2023-00006

Vacation #2023-00005

Vulcan Site Redevelopment - 701 South
Van Dorn Street and 698 Burnside Place
Initiation of and Public Hearing and con-
sideration of requests for: (A) an amend-
ment to the Eisenhower West Small Area
Plan chapter of the Master Plan to amend
the building heights diagram to change
the height limit for the southern portion of
the property from Medium-High to Me-
dium to allow for lower minimum build-
ing heights; (B) a Text Amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance to amend provisions of
Section 5-602 to include hotel and town-
houses within CDD#26 with a CDD Spe-
cial Use Permit; (C) an amendment to the
official zoning map to change the zon-

ing of 701 South Van Dorn Street and 698
Burnside Place from I/Industrial to CDD
#26/Coordinated Development District
#26; (D) a Coordinated Development Dis-
trict Concept Plan Conceptual Design
Plan Amendment to include the project
site in CDD #26; (E) a Development Spe-
cial Use Permit with Site Plan to construct
six multi-unit residential buildings with
208 total units with a Special Use Permit
to reduce the off-street parking require-
ment; (F) a Development Special Use Per-
mit with Site Plan and modifications to
construct a 256 room hotel with ground
floor retail; (G) a Development Special
Use Permit with Site Plan to construct 31
townhouse and 88 stacked townhouse
(multi-unit residential) units with a Special
Use Permit to reduce the off-street parking
requirement for the stacked townhouses;
(H) a Development Site Plan to construct
three new streets and associated infrastruc-

ture; (I) a Development Site Plan to con-
struct a public park; (J) a Coordinated Sign
Special Use Permit for the hotel signage;
(K) a Subdivision to create the new inter-
nal blocks and dedicate right-of-way; and
(L) a vacation of a portion of the public
right of way located at Courtney Ave and
South Van Dorn Street, zoned: I/Industrial.
Applicants: City of Alexandria (Text
Amendment); Lennar Corporation and
Potomac Land Group I, LLC, repre-
sented by Kenneth Wire, attorney.
Advisory recommendations to the City
Manager, under Section 6.14 of the

City Charter, regarding the Fiscal Year
2025 Capital Improvement Program.

Staff: City of Alexandria, Office of
Management & Budget (OMB)

Public Hearing and consideration of
arequest for the Planning Commis-
sion to adopt a resolution to set its
FY2025 Meeting Schedule and estab-
lish continuation dates for meetings.
Staff: City of Alexandria, Depart-
ment of Planning & Zoning

LEGAL NOTICE

CORRECTION: CHANGE IN
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO
SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO
REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

March 14,2024

City of Alexandria
421 King St., Suite 215
Alexandria, VA 22314
703.746.4990

These notices shall satisfy two sepa-
rate but related procedural require-
ments for activities to be undertaken
by the City of Alexandria.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE
OF FUNDS

On or about April 5, 2024 the City of Al-
exandria will submit a request to the US
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) for the release of Hous-
ing Choice Voucher (Project-Based
Vouchers) funds under Section 8(o) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937
(42 US.C. 1437f), as amended to under-
take a project known as the redevelop-
ment of the Samuel Madden Homes for
the purpose of constructing 532 hous-
ing units, including 326 units of low-in-
come housing at 899 and 999 N Henry
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. The esti-

mated project funding is $256 million and
the project will have 137 project-based
vouchers for low- and moderate-in-

come households, a total of $110,000,000,
paid out over a 20-year period.

FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

The City of Alexandria has determined
that the project will have no significant im-
pact on the human environment. There-
fore, an Environmental Impact Statement
under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.
Additional project information is con-
tained in the Environmental Review Re-
cord (ERR), which is on file at the Office
of Housing, 421 King St, Ste. 215, Alex-
andria, VA and may be examined or cop-
ied weekdays 9 A.M to 5 PM. The ERR
may also be viewed at the Office of Hous-
ing’s website: alexandriava.gov/Housing

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may
submit written comments on the

ERR to the kimberly.cadena@alexan-
driava.gov or to the Office of Hous-
ing, 421 King St, Ste. 215, Alexandria,
VA, 22314. All comments received by
5.PM on April 1, 2024 will be consid-
ered by the City of Alexandria prior to
authorizing submission of a request for
release of funds. Comments should spec-
ify which Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The City of Alexandria certifies to HUD
that James E Parajon in his capacity as
City Manager consents to accept the ju-
risdiction of the Federal Courts if an
action is brought to enforce responsi-
bilities in relation to the environmental
review process and that these responsi-
bilities have been satisfied. HUD's ap-
proval of the certification satisfies its
responsibilities under NEPA and related
laws and authorities and allows the City
of Alexandria to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE
OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release
of fund and the City of Alexandrias certi-
fication for a period of fifteen days follow-
ing the anticipated submission date or its
actual receipt of the request (whichever is
later) only if they are on one of the follow-
ing bases: (a) the certification was not exe-
cuted by the Certifying Officer of the City
of Alexandria; (b) the City of Alexandria
has omitted a step or failed to make a de-
cision or finding required by HUD reg-

ulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant
recipient or other participants in the devel-
opment process have committed funds, in-
curred costs or undertaken activities not
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before ap-
proval of a release of funds by HUD; or

(d) another Federal agency acting pur-
suant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted
a written finding that the project is un-
satisfactory from the standpoint of envi-
ronmental quality. Objections must be
prepared and submitted in accordance
with the required procedures (24 CFR Part
58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be addressed to
HUD, Office of Public Housing — Wash-
ington DC Field Office, Bank of America
Building, Tower II, 100 S. Charles Street,
Suite 500, Baltimore, MD 21201, Atten-
tion: Ms. Laurel Davis, Director, Office of
Public Housing — Washington DC Field
Office. Potential objectors should con-
tact HUD at (410) 209-6533 to verify the
actual last day of the objection period.

James E Parajon, City Manager

CERTIFIED CAREGIVER

Seeking private duty work caring for
the elderly in their homes & all daily
needs. Personal care, run errands, ex-
cellent references, own transportation,
good cook, light housekeeping. Call
Sandra at (571) 485 -1047.

CcusToM

STORAGE SHEDS

Keith's custom built storage sheds
built to your specifications.

No permit required anything under
15x 20 10 ft. tall. Rough to finish
carpentry and painting.
703-863-7567.

CHEVY CHASE FLOOR

WAXING SERVICE
Wood floor polishing, buffing,

waxing, old floor specialists
Servicing local area 30 years
Licensed, bonded & insured
(301) 656-1810

We do not repair damaged floors
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C!EXPERTISE. EXCELLENCE.

-

1 FRANKLIN STREET 5 FRANKLIN STREET 808 S LEE STREET 711 S LEE STREET
SOLD FOR 1,400,000 SOLD FOR 1,410,000 SOLD FOR $2,200,000 UNDER CONTRACT
REPRESENTED THE BUYER REPRESENTED BUYER & SELLER REPRESENTED THE BUYER REPRESENTED THE SELLER

703.952.0441 | kristenjones.com | kristen@kristenjones.com | Licensed in VA
Named “Most Influential Woman in Washington” by VOGUE @
DC Modern Luxury Top 50 Real Estate Agents in the DMV

T . TR cknearneq
Northern Virginia Magazine Best Real Estate Agent | Washingtonian’s Best Real Estate Agent _I/
RealTrends America’s Best Real Estate Professionals | Proud sponsor of Old Town Business ASSOCIATES

McEnearney Associates, Realtors | 109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity REALTORS®




